
Dear Wolfforth UMC family, 
 
Last May I wrote to you with updates regarding our denomination, the United Methodist 
Church, and the reality of a split within the denomination. Further, our Annual Conference, 
the Northwest Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, approved a plan for 
assisting local churches to prayerfully discern their future, either as a part of the continuing 
United Methodist Church, or to disaffiliate and leave the UMC.  I know this is heartbreaking 
as many of us have been part of the UMC for most of our lives. Our District Superintendent, 
Rev. Don Boren, has set our Church Conference for Wednesday August 31st at 7:15pm. It is 
at this Church Conference that we will vote on our future affiliation with the UMC. Today, I 
am writing to inform you of our church’s plan for prayerful discernment to prepare all of us 
for that vote. Please keep this letter where you can regularly refer to it, and if you have any 
questions please contact me at any time. 
 

Prayer & Fasting  
We begin with prayer and fasting. Please be in prayer for this whole process. Please be in 
prayer for wisdom and guidance from the Lord. Decisions like the one we will consider, as 
difficult and heartbreaking as it may be, also give us the opportunity to lean more fully into 
God’s presence. Ask the Holy Spirit to be fully present with us; to open our hearts and 
minds to His direction for His Church; to give us attitudes of love, care, and respect, 
especially when we disagree on important things.  
 
We will provide a ‘Guide to Prayer & Fasting’ each Sunday morning throughout August. 
Make a commitment now to use that guide and pray every day for this decision. Also, make 
a commitment to join together in our ‘Night of Prayer’ on August 28th as we seek God’s 
guidance together. 
 
Further, try fasting as a spiritual discipline this month. You may skip a meal, give up coffee, 
or an hour of TV, or social media time, whatever works for you, and replace that time with 
prayer! Give it a try! Fasting is a time honored way of seeking God’s guidance.  
 

Our Discernment Process 
Below is the schedule of meetings for the month of August. Please take note of the days and 
times of each meeting. Each Sunday morning, we will distribute a new ‘Prayer & Fasting’ 
guide. There are four ‘Town Hall’ meetings to present the information and answer 
questions. Each of the ‘Town Hall’ meetings will last about an hour and half. I (Pastor Rich) 
will lead three of those meetings and Rev. Mike Schafer from the NWTX Conference office 
will lead one. We have scheduled a prayer service for August 28th, this is an IMPORTANT 
part of the discernment process, please plan to attend. Every Monday we will upload a 
video of the previous night’s presentation to our website to help those who miss a meeting. 
We will include a compendium of the questions and answers from each of the meetings. 
http://www.wolfforthumc.org/future  
 
 
 

http://www.wolfforthumc.org/future


Week1: 
August 7: Morning:  Distribute Weekly Prayer Guides 
  Evening:  5pm, Town Hall #1: “How we got here; the history of it all.” 
August 8: Morning: Video released and all church letter 
 
Week 2: 
August 14: Morning:  Distribute Weekly Prayer Guides 
  Evening:  5pm, Town Hall #2: “Understanding the Perspectives” 
August 15: Morning: Video released and all church letter 
 
Week 3: 
August 21: Morning:  Distribute Weekly Prayer Guides 
  Evening:  5pm, Town #3: “Where do we go from here?” 
August 22: Morning: Video released and all church letter 
August 24: Evening: 7pm, Town Hall #4: “Presentation by NWTX Conference Rep.” 
 
Week 4: 
August 28: Morning:  Distribute Weekly Prayer Guides 

Evening:  5pm, All Church Night of Prayer! 
August 31:  Evening: 7:15pm, Church Conference for Vote 
 
 

For More Information 
We will be regularly updating a section of our church website with pertinent information. 
We will include the videos from our Town Hall meetings, a questions and answers section, 
and helpful links, etc… I encourage you to access that page regularly: 
http://www.wolfforthumc.org/future  This page will be up and running by Monday August 
8th. 
 
To get started you can look at the ‘Transitions Pathways’ section of the NWTX Conference 
webpage: https://www.nwtxconf.org/transition and pay attention to the two videos at the 
bottom of that page that present opposing views on denominational affiliation, as well as 
all the other information presented on that site. 
 
I also recommend you watch a series of videos produced by Rev. Rob Renfro, the president 
of the Good News Movement called “The United Methodist Church is Divided and Dividing.” 
Renfro presents a good overview of the situation from a conservative perspective. Each 
video is between 10 and 16 minutes in length. Here is the link to those videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/GoodNewsMethodist/featured  
 

How the Vote Works 
Again, the all-Church Conference is scheduled for Wednesday August 31st at 7:15pm. All 
full/professing members of the church have a vote. When you arrive, you will be asked to 
sign-in as either a ‘Member’ or ‘Guest.’ Members will be handed a ballot for the vote. Please 
do not hand that ballot to anyone before you cast your vote! The District Superintendent 
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may conduct some routine business before introducing and conducting the vote. The ballot 
will have two choices, ‘Yes, I vote for my local church to leave/exit the United Methodist 
Church” or “No, I vote for my local church to remain/stay in the United Methodist Church.”  
 
For the vote to leave the UMC to pass it will need a 2/3 (or 66%) majority of the full 
members of the church present (those who signed in as members). Notice, that means 
abstentions are counted as ‘no’ votes. And, yes, you must be physically present to vote. That 
is not ours, or the conference’s decision, it is the requirement of our denominational by-
laws known as the Book of Discipline.  
 
If the vote to leave/exit the UMC passes, we will make a ‘judgement-call’ on whether or not 
to take another vote on joining the Global Methodist Church. If the vote to leave is 
particularly close, we will likely put off the vote to join the GMC until a later date. 
 

Please Prioritize August! 
Friends, this is likely the most important decision we will make in the life of our church. 
Please prioritize the month of August. Commit to being informed on all the issues by 
attending all the meetings, reading and considering all the information, and most 
importantly, Praying!!  
 

Nursery and Childcare for ‘Town Hall’ Meetings 
We have scheduled nursery care for all of the meetings. If you need childcare for 
elementary aged children, please contact Amy Davey at amy@wolfforthumc.org and we 
will provide childcare. Youth, who are confirmed and members of the church, are 
encouraged to attend the ‘Town Hall’ meetings. 
 

Transportation Help 
If you need help with transportation to the meetings, and especially to the Church 
Conference, please contact Pastor Lloyd Stice and he will arrange a ride for you. His email 
is: Lloyd@wolfforthumc.org 
 

Remember… 
God is not surprised by what is happening in our world or in His Church! God’s got this. No 
matter what happens; no matter what decisions are made, no matter what… God’s got this! 
Revelation chapters 21 and 22 gives us the picture of New Creation where Christ has 
returned and all that is wrong has been made right. Our hope is in Jesus Christ. So let us 
turn our overwhelming attention to Jesus; let us be filled anew with the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit; let us trust the Father; as we faithfully serve God in whatever future He has for us! 
Amen. 
 
Serving Christ with You, 
 
 
Rev. Rich Jones 
rich@wolfforthumc.org 
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