
Questions & Answers from Town Hall Meeting #3 
 

1. Is there an amount of money it will cost Wolfforth UMC to leave the 
UMC? If the church votes to disaffiliate, what happens to our property? If 
Wolfforth’s building and property are in a trust clause under the UMC, 
what happens to it if we leave the UMC? 

 
Paragraph 2553 from the United Methodist Book of Discipline is the policy 
that UMC churches must follow to disaffiliate from the denomination. This 
policy requires a church to pay ‘its fair share of any unfunded pension 
liabilities,’ and two years’ worth of apportionments. In the Northwest Texas 
Conference, or which we are a part, the decision was made at our last 
Annual Conference session for the conference to use undesignated reserve 
funds to cover the unfunded pension liabilities and one year of the 
apportionments for churches disaffiliating in 2022. That means Wolfforth 
UMC would owe just what we have left on this year’s apportionments, just 
under thirty thousand dollars. Following this disaffiliation policy, if we 
choose to do so, would release the church from the trust clause and all 
property and assets would be retained and entirely owned by the local 
church.  

 
2. How do we assure that those not attending these Town Hall meetings 

understand the differences between the Global Methodist Church and the 
United Methodist Church? 

 
The best option is to encourage folks to go to our website: 
www.wolfforthumc.org/future to get all the information they need! We 
have had over 200 people watch each of our videos so far, and the  

 
3. To the best of your knowledge, how is the GMC correcting the pastor 

accountability issues the UMC has? 
 

The process for accountability, with pastors, churches, bishops, etc . . . is 
published in the GMC’s Transitional Book of Doctrines and Discipline. You 
can find it on the GMC’s website at www.globalmethodist.org and look 
under the ‘resources’ tab. The process of accountability is clear, efficient 
and fair. 

http://www.wolfforthumc.org/future
http://www.globalmethodist.org/


 
4. If a second vote is taken, what counts as ‘passed?’ Is that 66% or 51%? 

 
If the desire is to join the Global Methodist Church, they only require a 
simple majority vote of 51%. If the desire is to join another denomination, 
we would need to look for their requirements. If the desire is to stay 
independent, no vote is needed (unless we just want to take one to solidify 
this choice). 

 
5. What stops a church from going independent and then joining a non-

Methodist denomination? 
 

Technically, nothing stops a church from doing this after they disaffiliate 
from the UMC. Once a church disaffiliates they are independent and can 
make whatever choices they desire. 

 
6. Is there a specific mark to use to vote? (ie, checkmark, X, dot?) 

 
A checkmark, X, or dot is fine. If however, you mistakenly mark a choice you 
didn’t intend, you strike it out with a line, and then circle the choice you 
intended. 

 
7. Since only members present can vote, and another vote on what to do 

next is held that evening, how will you control who can vote in the second 
vote? (those who registered as members were given a ballot then, but 
how do you control that for the next vote without everyone re-
registering?) 

 
We will pass out ballots to those who signed in to the meeting as members.  

  



 
8. What happens to the pension funds for pastors in the UMC if we vote to 

leave the UMC? How would pensions work in the Global Methodist 
Church? 

 
The Global Methodist Church has a pension plan up and running already; 
the administrator of this plan is Wespath, the same administrator the UMC 
uses today. When a UMC pastor moves into the GMC Wespath uses a 
formula to convert the pastor’s pension into a ‘lump sum’ and the pastor 
then chooses where to place it. 

 
9. If the church votes to remain in the UMC, and the UMC liberates to allow 

gay pastors and gay weddings, if the bishop required you to perform a gay 
wedding, would that put you in conflict with your beliefs and how would 
you handle the bishop’s request? 

 
If the standards are changed in the UMC, and I (Pastor Rich) were to remain 
in the UMC, a requirement to conduct same-sex weddings would place me 
in conflict with the UMC’s standards. I could not do that. For the record, 
this is not something a bishop could require, it would have to be changed in 
the UMC Book of Discipline in order to be mandated.  

 
10. If a pastor prefers to not remain in the UMC, but his/her church votes to 

remain in the UMC, what are the pastor’s options if he/she wants to leave 
the UMC? 

 
The pastor has two options, first, to remain in the UMC with the church 
they are pastoring. Second, the pastor would have to find a new church 
within the GMC or whatever denomination that pastor joined. Our United 
Methodist bishops are in agreement with each other that they will not, at 
this time, appoint a GMC pastor to a UMC local church. 

  



 
11. What happens to the Wesley Foundation at Texas Tech? Does it remain a 

part of the UMC or can it unite with the Global Methodist Church? 
 

This is a big question. We do not yet know exactly how Wesley Foundations 
will be handled. The Conference, the Wesley Foundation board, and the 
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry of the UMC are in 
conversation attempting to figure this out.  

 
12. Will the GMC have anything similar to UMCOR? 

 
Initially, it doesn’t look like they will have an exact copy of UMCOR. It is 
likely, that UMCOR will allow GMC churches and members to work with 
them in disaster relief, and other ministry. UMCOR is a place of great pride 
across all the spectrums of the UMC. I hope we can still work together in 
this area. 

 
13. Will you apply to be the Pope of the Global Methodist Church? 

 
Uh, no, even if they had such an office, No, definitely No. 

 
 


