
Questions & Answers from Town Hall Meeting #1 
 

1. Who and when will the Book of Discipline be re-written. 
 

“The Book of Discipline” is updated every four years at the United 
Methodist General Conference. The next General Conference will be 
sometime in 2024. Delegates are elected to the General Conference from 
each Annual Conference in the UMC; delegates come from the United 
States, Europe, Africa, the Philippines, and Eurasia.  

 
2. If someone is not currently a member, what do they need to do and how 

much time do they have? 
 

Join the church prior to our Called Church Conference on August 31st. 
Contact Pastor Rich or Pastor Lloyd: Lloyd@wolfforthumc.org. 

 
3. Why would someone register as a member but not want to vote? 

 
I can only speculate here, but I have heard from some folks (not in our 
church by the way) that for them to vote to disaffiliate, or to remain UMC, 
would cause a break in their family relationships and they want to avoid 
that happening. Again, that’s only speculation, but it’s my best guess right 
now. 

 
4. If we vote ‘yes’ to leave the United Methodist Church, can we still be a 

Methodist Church, but not UMC? For example, be “Wolfforth Methodist 
Church?” 

 
Yes. There is no trademark, copyright, or prohibition on the word 
‘Methodist.’ Many of the churches who are disaffiliating from the UMC will 
continue to use ‘Methodist’ in their name. However, “United Methodist” 
will, of course, only be allowed for those churches who remain in the UMC 
denomination. 

  



5. Why are bishops and conferences allowed to ordain homosexuals and 
marry homosexuals and not be held accountable to the Methodist 
Discipline? 

 
Technically, they are not allowed to conduct these ordinations or 
marriages; they do so in violation of current United Methodist standards in 
the Book of Discipline. They are not held accountable because the process 
of accountability in the UMC is broken. Most often, the very people who 
are supposed to hold them accountable, agree with them, and simply 
refuse to process any complaints. 

 
6. If we stay in the United Methodist Church, will bishops and conferences 

allow a homosexual pastor to be assigned to our church and homosexual 
weddings in our church? 

 
Under the current standards of the UMC in the Book of Discipline, this is 
highly unlikely in the immediate future. However, over time it will become 
a possibility. Those who wish to change the UMC standards for ordination 
and marriage can only do so at a General Conference. The next General 
Conference is scheduled for some time in 2024. It seems likely they will 
have the votes needed to begin making the changes they desire at that 
General Conference, but at least by the General Conference in 2028, 
projections are that the standards will be changed. It will likely take some 
time after the standards are changed to see them fully implemented 
everywhere. So, not before 2024, but after that, it becomes increasingly 
possible.  

 
7. Why does LGBTQ sin seem to be more egregious than other sin such has 

adultery, lust, gluttony, etc? What makes it so special that we give this 
behavior such power over our church? 

 
It is not more ‘egregious’ than other sins. However, this question can help 
us understand the divide a bit. Traditionalists (conservatives, evangelicals, 
etc) tend to understand homosexuality (LGBTQIA) within the category of 
sin. Often traditionalists will put forth the conviction that everyone sins and 
needs forgiveness; homosexuality (LGBTQIA) is just another instance of 
human sin needing divine forgiveness. 



Progressive (liberal, LGBTQIA persons, etc) respond with the assertion that 
sexual identity, and therefore behavior, is God’s good gift to them, and not 
inherently sinful; to live in denial of that good gift would be sinful.  
 
We have, within United Methodism, distinctly different ways of 
understanding Biblical Authority and Scriptural Interpretation and this leads 
us to very different convictions around the sinfulness of homosexual or 
LGBTQIA behavior. 

 
8. With the 6 references in the Bible, Old and New Testament, that forbids 

all sexual immorality, which includes homosexual and lesbian behavior, 
and activity, why has the church allowed the division to occur? 

 
We read and understand the Scriptures very differently; see the answer to 
question 7. To put it as simply as possible, one group in the church believes 
LGBTQIA behavior is sinful, another group believes LGBTQIA behavior is not 
sinful, and to live in denial of their identity as LBGBTQIA persons would be 
the sinful behavior. We understand the scriptures very differently from one 
another, and each ‘side’ has been advocating for their understanding in 
increasingly conflictual ways for the last 54 years.  


