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Dear Church, 

This is a season of joy and thankfulness. The beautiful 
decorations and twinkling lights fill us with excitement. Things 
feel “near” this time of year. There are family gatherings 
around tables, friends trading gifts around trees, and 
memories of childhood gladness come to mind quickly with 
a song. So many things remind us of the nearness of God and 
the nearness of the things we are thankful for. 

This book is a gift to you from the young people of our church. 
It is written by the students and leaders of WEST Student 
Ministry for this Advent season. Advent is a time in the weeks 
leading up to Christmas intended to slow down and remember 
Jesus during the Christmas season. It is a reason to celebrate 
Jesus. My hope as you read this book each day is twofold: 
First, that you would recognize the love of the Jesus in the 
midst of the busy activities of this holiday season. Don’t be 
too busy with preparing for Christmas Day that you miss out 
on Christmas. There are so many people that we interact with 
each day; we have the choice to display the Kingdom to them 
and invite them into it. The Kingdom of God has room for all 
people, it’s a diverse space with abounding love. Second, that 
you would know deeply that you are loved by Him. God, our 
Father and Creator adores you. It is a delightful and fulfilling 
thing to be adored by the creator of the universe. He hears 
every prayer you pray and is present with you in every day. 
Receive the love He gives to you in each of these 25 days 
during Advent. 

You, reader and church member at Wolfforth, are a gift to the 
young people of our church. I am thankful for you encouraging 
them and loving them exactly where they are. Thank you for 
being church family to each other and to these teenagers. I 
hope that you feel the nearness of God’s love throughout this 
month. He loves you. You are His workmanship; you are His 
masterpiece. God is near as we count down the days of Advent.

Merry Christmas! 

Taylor Thompson
Director of Student Ministries 
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December 1
“He says, ‘You will do more than restore the people of Israel to 
me. I will make you a light to the Gentiles, and you will bring 
my salvation to the ends of the earth’”.

Isaiah 49:6

When Christmas comes around, everyone is blown into 
an atmosphere of quickly going without taking a break. 
As the culture around us concentrates on the modern 
aspects of Christmas, such as gifts, parties, Santa, etc.…. 
We should take a moment to bring the light of Jesus in 
these areas and remember to experience Jesus and why 
we celebrate him during this time. God sent his only Son to 
redeem us from our sins and spread the word he has said. 
In the scripture, it refers to what Jesus did for the world 
and now it’s our turn to continue to spread this message 
and embody it as well. During this busy Christmas season, 
take time out of your day and talk to the Lord. Find peace 
in his whisper and in the rushing wind that throws you in 
different directions in your daily life. 

Lord, as we go through the struggles of our daily lives, 
let us find peace in You and find the time in our busy 
schedules to talk to You. Let us not stray from the true 
purpose of Christmas and lead others onto the path as 
Your son has done before us. Let us remember the joy, love, 
and peace You give us daily. Amen.

Zach Madry
11th Grade
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December 2
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. 
For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

2 Corinthians 4:18 

We live in a broken world; this concept is widely known 
amongst Christians and people of faith. But while knowing 
this and reading of it in Genesis, we still place our hope in 
things not of God. If our hope is water, then our world is a 
colander! We know this yet we continually put our trust 
and desire of fulfillment into something that can’t simply 
hold it. We’ve become too accustomed to the idea that 
we can achieve everything we need with what we can 
physically touch, hear, or see. But the overbearing truth 
that we try to ignore is that everything of this corrupt world 
is temporary. When you place hopes, desires, dreams, and 
faith into things not of purely God, it will fail. And as long as 
we keep doing these things, we will keep failing, over and 
over again. But when we realize that we have the single 
most eternal, foolproof, never-ending God ever, our hopes 
suddenly seem more attainable. When we begin to point 
our eyes solely to God, we realize that He is the only hope. 
If our hope is water, then God is the ocean, and until the 
world ends, we will never run out. Once we realize there is 
no hope in what is seen, we can finally rest in the unseen, 
God.

Lord, You are my only hope. This world has nothing You 
can’t offer in abundance. I pray that when I feel lost and 
hopeless, I turn my eyes away from the world and look 
intently to You. The only true eternal and everlasting I will 
ever know. Amen.

Caleb Eugenis
11th Grade
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December 3
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have 
also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, 
and we boast in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but 
we boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.”

Romans 5:1-5

Where do you find hope? Do you tend to see hope in your 
school work, family, or relationships? Is the hope you find 
centered around a hope of succeeding, acceptance, or 
growth? Paul says that we “boast in the hope of the glory 
of God”. As Christians going through the everyday grind of 
life, we boast in the hope of Godly glory. This glory is that 
God is faithful to his people by keeping his promises and 
by being ever loving. God was/is/will be faithful to you. 
This is where your hope takes root, out of it springs up the 
desires of success, acceptance, and growth. Paul goes 
on to say those who have hope in the glory of God “boast 
in their sufferings.” This seems odd, why would we boast 
about the goodness of God in the hard times? We boast 
because the things we proclaim over our lives when we are 
in the wilderness, we carry with us into the promised land. 
Boasting of the Godly glory in the wilderness will produce 
endurance to believe in God’s glory, which will produce 
character mirroring God’s glory, which produces hope in 
the glory of God. While you find yourself in the wilderness 
today, be mindful of your hope in his redeeming promises. 

Father, produce in me an awareness of Your spirit. Allow 
me to see where You are in my wilderness. Set my thoughts 
on things of You so that they are not easily forgettable. You 
are my King, allow my hope to show it. I love You. Amen. 

Bailey Fisher
Youth Leader
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December 4
“You are my refuge and my shield; your word is my source of hope.”          
                                                                             Psalm 119:114

“I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with 
joy and peace because you trust in him. Then you will overflow with 
confident hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.”      Romans 15:13

“Let all that I am wait quietly before God, for my hope is in him.”  
                                                                               Psalm 62:5

“And his name will be the hope of all the world.”           Matthew 12:21

Hope is defined as “a person or thing in which expectations 
are centered” and “to believe in, trust in, wait for, look for 
or desire something or someone”. God’s Word tells us that 
God is our source of hope. When we seek God in His Word 
and in prayer we find hope because He is the source of 
hope. Where are our expectations centered? Is our focus 
on the busyness of the holiday season? Or is our focus 
centered on THE source of HOPE? When we trust in God 
and center our expectations on Him, He will fill us with His 
joy and peace and overflowing hope through the power of 
the Holy Spirit! The moment we utter the name of Jesus we 
unleash the power of the Holy Spirit to fill us with hope, joy 
and peace!

Lord God, I pray this Christmas Season, You will awaken 
in us a desire for more of You! Lord, shift our focus and 
expectations to be centered on You! I pray we will choose 
to place our hope in You, our True Source of Hope. Lord, 
may our hearts overflow with Your confident hope and 
may we spread this message of hope to those around us 
who have not yet experienced the Hope of Jesus! Amen.

Joanne Peters
Youth Parent
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December 5
“For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised 
to show God’s truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises 
given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might 
glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will 
praise you among the Gentiles, and sing to your name.’ And 
again, it is said, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.’ And 
again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples 
extol him.’ And again, Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse will come, 
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles 
hope.’ May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope.” 

Romans 15:8-13

“In Him the Gentiles will hope…” In Christ alone our hope 
is found. Jesus came to show God’s truthfulness and to 
fulfill God’s promises to his people. Not just for the Jew, 
but for the Gentiles as well! Because of Jesus we have a 
hope. I think it is easy for us to lose hope. When life throws 
a curveball at us and we feel the ramifications of an 
imperfect world. How do we abound and live a life of hope? 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit gives 
us assurance of hope. So, as we reflect this Advent season, 
let us celebrate the hope we have because of Jesus!

Father, thank you for hope. When we feel hopeless, may 
Your Spirit give us power to hope in all seasons of our lives. 
Fill us with Your joy and peace so that hope may abound in 
our lives and that we can reflect the hope You give to those 
who don’t know You. Remind us of Your goodness, and 
may Your will be done in our lives. Amen.

Brian Gillispie
Youth Leader
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December 6
“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 
the devil. After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 
And the tempter came……. Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory. And he said to him, ‘All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me’. Then Jesus said to him, ‘Be gone, Satan! For 
it is written, “You shall worship the Lord your God and him only 
shall you serve.”’ Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and 
were ministering to him.” 

Matthew 4:1-2, 8-11

What the world offers is “kingdoms and glory”. If you have 
a kingdom, then you are a ruler, you are above others, you 
make important decisions, you might even be a protector, 
and a giver. This doesn’t sound all that bad to be honest. 
It’s tempting because it is appealing, and Jesus responds 
with scripture that says “You shall only worship and serve 
Yahweh.” When we worship, and serve God, we put him on 
the throne and take ourselves off. He becomes the decision 
maker, the giver, the protector, and the provider. It takes the 
pressure off us! 

It’s fun to be on the receiving side of God’s protection and 
provision. He is a good Father who gives good gifts and 
is kind to his children. It’s fun when we are walking in our 
giftings, in our responsibility and authority to His Kingdom, 
instead of our own kingdoms. In the same way that we can 
only give love because we are first loved by God, I think we 
can only give gifts well because God gives us things. As you 
are in search of the perfect gift for your loved ones, make a 
list of the things God has given you in 2018. A thankful heart 
is a glad heart. 

Father, thank you that You are a good Father who gives 
Your children good gifts. We serve You and worship You 
today. You are the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and we 
choose not to try to put ourselves on Your throne. We choose 
to receive Your love and goodness today. We are thankful for 
who You are. Amen.

Taylor Thompson
Youth Pastor



9

December 7
“And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us.”
                                                                    Romans 5:5

As Christians, Christ has lavished His love upon us so that 
we may have the promise of eternal life in Him- that is- 
salvation. We have this anchored hope that is built on a 
firm foundation that cannot be taken or shaken. Along 
with the hope of salvation, God also gives us momentary 
hopes that fuels our soul to keep persevering. We often 
place our hope in people, things, or circumstances which 
always lead us to disappointment. When we hope in 
God, we won’t be put to shame. Hope can be found in His 
promises, through His word, and through the Holy Spirit. 
Romans tells us that this hope is progressive: tribulation 
produces perseverance and perseverance brings a practice 
that strengthens our faith, which then becomes a part of 
our character. In our truest character, we believe in hope! 
During the midst of your tribulation, stay steadfast and 
don’t lose heart. The difficulties you’re going through now 
are nothing compared to the glory God has prepared for 
you. When you embrace His promises, you can see hope 
unravel right before your eyes. 

Jesus, thank you for meeting us where we are today. 
Father, may our hope and expectation be in You and You 
alone. Give us the faith to embrace Your promises. May 
your Spirit remind us of who and what we’re placing our 
hope in. Thank You for the eternal and momentary hope 
we have in experiencing Your glory. Amen.

Reagan Erculiani
11th Grade



10

December 8
“So be strong and courageous, all you who put your hope in the 
Lord”

Psalm 31:24

I know that around the holidays there are a lot of things 
that we hope for… We hope that our family will get along 
for once. We hope that the people in our family pay 
attention to the things we say we want for Christmas. We 
hope we don’t tell people off in the lines of all the stores 
that we go to. 

I want to remind you that for those of us that say we follow 
Jesus, we are held to a higher standard. In this Psalm, 
David reminds us that we must be strong and courageous 
in all that we do because we put our trust and hope in 
the Lord. With having hope in the Lord, we must believe 
that he is constantly working all things for the good of 
those who are called according to his purpose (Romans 
8:28). With that in mind, He may call you to do something 
that requires courage, like calling that family member 
you haven’t talked to in years or picking up someone’s bill 
while you’re eating at a restaurant. God has so graciously 
and abundantly given us plenty of reasons to be joyful and 
hopeful that there is no reason that other people shouldn’t 
be able to see it. 

Jesus, I pray that this holiday season people would be able 
to see the hope that You show us each and every day. Be 
the author of our thought and prayer life, making Yourself 
the center of our words and actions. You are so good to us 
even though we don’t deserve it. We love You and in Your 
name we pray, Amen. 

Justin Riegel
Youth Leader     
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December 9
“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone 
who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among 
us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if we love 
one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.”

1 John 4:7-12 

If there was one word to describe God, what would you 
choose? What about Jesus? One thing that always comes 
to mind is Love. Our God is wonderful in every sense and 
has more love for every person than anyone could ever 
fathom. It’s not a love that is shallow or empty, but a love 
that is never ending and unwavering towards each of us. 
One, if not the best, example of His unending love for us is 
God sending his only son to pay the ultimate price for our 
sins that he didn’t even commit. This same love is shown 
by Jesus when he selflessly chose to suffer a brutal death 
on the cross for each one of us. 

God is Love. Jesus is Love. We are called to be like Jesus 
and that starts with love. To love unconditionally and 
show this love to everyone; just as Jesus did for us. When 
we walk with Jesus in our daily lives, we are overcome 
by his love so much that it overflows from us to everyone 
we are around. That kind of love is contagious and a true 
reflection of Jesus to the world. This Christmas season, 
spread the love of Jesus to everyone. For people to know 
Jesus, it all starts with love. 

Jesus, thank you for coming into this world for me. For 
showing me how to love unconditionally and giving Your 
life for me. Jesus, I ask that You show me how to love like 
You love. A love that flows freely from my heart to my 
words and actions to others. Help me to be an example of 
Your love. Thank you for loving me! I love You Jesus! Amen.

Caleb Schneider 
Youth Leader
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December 10
“I give you a new commandment—to love one another. Just as 
I have loved you, you also are to love one another. Everyone 
will know by this that you are my disciples—if you have love for 
one another.”

John 13:34-35

What importance does love have in your life? Is love just 
something that you say? Not for Jesus. Jesus says that 
people will know we are his disciples by the love we have 
for one another. Think through your week. Have there 
been times that you have shown a great love for others? 
Have there been times when you probably should have 
shown more love for other than you did? How have these 
times affected people’s thoughts on who Jesus is? Would 
the people you interact with know that you are a disciple 
of Jesus by the way that you love? No one, but Jesus, can 
love perfectly but we are called to love one another the 
way that he loved us. What are things you can be doing 
to show a love for one another the way that Jesus did? 
Know that you are not alone, the whole body of Christ is 
working on how to love one another closer to the way that 
Jesus loved. Talk to other believers about ways to do this 
(yes, even talk to your family about how to love). As you are 
going throughout your day, begin to think about how you 
can show Jesus to others in the way you love. 

Spirit, enable me to love people the way that Jesus did. 
Give me awareness of the opportunities I have to show 
people the greatness of who Jesus is and what it means to 
have a relationship with Him. Amen. 

Bailey Fisher
Youth Leader
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December 11
“If you then have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ 
in God. When Christ who is your life appears, then you also 
will appear with him in Glory.”

Colossians 3:1-4

Jesus died on a cross for you, and for me, and he raised 
back to life. We have also raised to life because Jesus’ love 
is so strong that he conquered sin. Jesus walks in glory that 
is different from the glory we receive on earth for success 
and fame. His glory is higher, more radiant, and never 
ending. He has a purpose for our lives on earth, impacting 
people and changing the world to be a better place, but 
he desires for us to keep our eyes fixed on things “above”. 
Looking up isn’t easy, it takes effort and energy. Looking 
down and around seems logical and safe. However, it 
seems like a lot of things about God’s love and God’s 
plan are upside down. Looking up has glory at the end of 
the road. Today, look up, it will lead to seeing the world 
through God’s eyes. What do you see when you look up? 
This Christmas season, let’s look up, and walk with Jesus in 
glory! 

Father, when we are tempted to keep our eyes focused on 
ourselves, help us notice Your glory. You are so kind; we 
want to receive Your kindness and not miss it. We love you. 
We give You this day, we choose to look up to You. Amen.

Anonymous
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December 12
“This is real love – not that we loved God, but that he loved us 

and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.”
 1 John 4:10

Have you ever doubted that the Lord loves you? Have 
you ever just felt unlovable? Me too. When you feel low, 
when you feel like you’ve messed it up too bad this time, 
I encourage you to look for any scripture with the word 
“love” in it. The Bible is full of scripture that depicts the 
Lord’s love for His people, despite their flaws and short 
comings. As humans, it is so hard to grasp the concept 
of a God who loves us in our brokenness, but who else 
would send their Son to die for us than a God who loves 
us immensely? God sees you, He whispers to your heart 
and stands by your side through the trials and tribulations. 
One of my favorite quotes – “For a moment, I felt awe for 
a God who loved me enough to hate the things that hurt 
me, without hating me for causing them.” The Father longs 
to bring you from a place of doubt and hurt, and into the 
marvelous light and warmth of His love for you. Today, take 
a deep breath, and think of how the Lord has shown His 
love specifically to you. Was it that encouraging word from 
a friend? Was it through your pastor’s message? Was it in 
the sunrise He painted so beautifully this morning? Don’t 
miss His love today; He is waiting for you.

Father, my whole life I have searched for a love to satisfy 
the deepest longings within me to be known, treasured, 
and wholly accepted. When You created me, Lord, Your 
very first thought of me made Your heart explode with a 
love that set you in pursuit of me. Your love was so great 
for ME that You, the God of the whole universe, went on 
a personal quest after my heart. For that, I am forever 
thankful. Amen.

Ariana Oglesby
Youth Leader
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December 13
“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on 
the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no 
food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 
stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my 
Savior.”

Habakkuk 3:17-18

It is easy to praise God when everything is going great. The 
prophet, Habakkuk, learned to rejoice in God even in the 
hard times. He knew that God’s power is not diminished 
because man faces difficult trials. Sometimes we think, 
“If God is so great and powerful, how come I am going 
through a hard time?” Habakkuk knew this was the wrong 
question and the wrong attitude. Instead, he said: “I know 
you are strong and mighty, and if we are in desolate 
circumstances it is not Your fault. I will praise You still, and 
even rejoice in You.” Isaiah 43 reminds us that no matter 
what we go through, God will never leave our side. This is 
something to rejoice in! Even when our lives seem difficult, 
He will bring greater things to us. 

Dear God, we come to You today to thank You. Even 
amongst our hardest battles, we will rejoice! Lord we 
know that even when life brings us hardships You will still 
be right by our side. You do not cause us to struggle, but 
You will be glorified in our struggle and we can find joy 
in that. You love us so much. Even when we think You are 
not moving in our lives, You have something big planned. 
We love You. We choose to rejoice in our struggles today. 
Amen.

Lynsie Craycraft
12th Grade
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December 14
“Jesus replied, ‘I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave 
of sin. A slave is not a permanent member of the family, but a 
son is part of the family forever. So, if the Son sets you free, 
you are truly free.”’
   John 8:34-36

As Jesus says here, we are all slaves of sin. We need him 
to set us free from our sin, so we are not slaves anymore. 
Rather, sons and daughters of Christ. He can only set us 
free. We need help through the journey of staying on the 
path of the Lord. By letting Jesus take our sins and release 
our chains. We will always be there with him. Remember 
we are made in his image. So, he wants us to be sin free 
and not live in our sin. But follow him every step he makes. 
Some might not want us to do that. But, we need to also 
show them the good love of our great Lord in Heaven. And 
as a family we all can walk with God and Jesus in our faith.

Lord, when the going gets tough and all we focus on is the 
negative and not You. Help show that You are there for us 
when the going gets tough. And, You will also be there for 
us in the greatest of moments. Also, help when others need 
to be shown Your glory. All glory goes to You God. Amen.

Nate Groce
11th Grade
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December 15
“Blessed is the person who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight 
is in the law of the Lord, and on his law, he meditates day and night. He is 
like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruits in its season, 
and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does he prospers.” 

Psalm 1:1-3

To be a person who is deeply rooted near the stream of fresh 
water, with leaves that do not wither ... that sounds like a 
person I want to be. That person sounds wise and loving. 
That person sounds like someone to trust with the issues 
of life. There is something special about Christianity and 
faith that allows us to always be growing toward Jesus. He 
delights with every additional step we take closer to him in 
relationship that roots us deeper in his love. He also doesn’t 
get frustrated when we get stuck or take steps in the wrong 
direction. Somehow, God has this incredible patience with us. 
He gently whispers to remind us of his love the right paths to 
take. This person with fruit in season also seems content. He 
isn’t chasing materialistic things of our world in 2018. He isn’t 
even chasing Jesus. Jesus is just present with him. When I was 
a child, I never liked playing the game “tag” because I always 
ended up chasing people and never catching them. I run out 
of breath and get tired. I don’t want to chase fruit that seems 
good but isn’t supposed to grow on my tree. It seems like 
growing the fruit that God wants me to grow, alongside his 
stream, is more fun (and the opposite of chasing) and more 
valuable to our world in 2018, than chasing fruit that is meant 
to grow on other trees. 

Take some time to read and sit with Psalm 1. Sitting with 
Jesus seems like a good first step toward being a tree that is 
planted near a stream. 

Father, thank you for giving me a picture to better understand 
Your faithfulness. I want to be deeply rooted by the stream 
with fruits growing. I surrender my heart to You; I choose Your 
love over anything else I could have wanted. Help me live in 
Your peace today. Amen. 

Taylor Thompson
Youth Pastor 
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December 16
“I have told you these things so that you will be filled with 
my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! This is my commandment: 
Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You 
are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you 
slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you 
are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father 
told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to 
go and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask for, using my name. This is my command: 
Love each other.”

John 15:11-17

We are all called to love each other so that we can receive 
the joy that God is waiting to give us. We shouldn’t confine 
God in a box that we open whenever we need him. What 
we should do is open that box up and let God fill our hearts 
up with joy. If this is what we do, then school, work, and all 
the other things that might be stressful will seem a whole 
lot better.

Dear God, we pray that You will lead us into the path of 
joy and that You will fill our hearts with the love of Your 
presence. We need You in our lives and we can’t confine 
You any longer, so help us fulfill Your plan for us and throw 
away the box we put You in. All that You ask is that we put 
our worries into Your arms so that we can spend our time 
being joyful. Amen. 

Azuriah Peters
9th Grade
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December 17
“Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with 
an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end 
result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

1 Peter 1:8-9

Joy...what thoughts come to your mind when you think 
about Joy? True Joy is not something that we create on 
our own but it is an amazing bi-product of our relationship 
with Jesus Christ. With the busy-ness of this time of year, it 
can be easy to let ourselves lose focus of this and become 
distracted. In these times, we must turn our focus to Christ 
and be reminded of the love and joy He brings to our lives. 
When we know and follow Christ, there is a Joy that comes 
to and through us that cannot be explained by anything 
else. Peter describes it as an “inexpressible and glorious 
Joy” that we have by believing in and knowing Christ. This 
isn’t something that we should keep to ourselves. Instead 
we should take this Joy and spread it to everyone! 

During this Christmas season, look for opportunities to 
share the Joy that comes from knowing Jesus Christ with 
others and let it be contagious! 

Gracious Father, thank you for the Joy we have to share 
with one another that comes from knowing and following 
Jesus. When we lose sight of this Joy, please help turn 
our hearts and minds to You. Help us to spread this Joy to 
others so that they may know Your marvelous wonders! 
We love You! Amen.

Caleb Schneider
Youth Leader
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December 18
“Once you were dead because of your disobedience and your 
many sins. You used to live in sin, just like the rest of the 
world, obeying the devil—the commander of the powers in 
the unseen world. He is the spirit at work in the hearts of 
those who refuse to obey God. All of us used to live that way, 
following the passionate desires and inclinations of our sinful 
nature. By our very nature we were subject to God’s anger, just 
like everyone else. But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us 
so much, that even though we were dead because of our sins, 
he gave us life when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is 
only by God’s grace that you have been saved!) For he raised us 
from the dead along with Christ and seated us with him in the 
heavenly realms because we are united with Christ Jesus.”

Ephesians 2:1-6

This verse may not seem like your typical Christmas Season 
verse, but it talks about how we should live in JOY for what 
Jesus was sent to us for. We always ask for joy and love, so, 
God gave his only begotten son to us. To raise us from our 
shackles and let us live in JOY. In this Christmas Season, 
allow God to sit with you at your table and let him fill your 
heart with love and joy for all. 

God, allow my heart to be filled with Joy. Allow me to come 
and sit at Your throne this holiday season, and over flow 
me with Your never-ending amounts of grace. I know, 
that this season is very stressful and can be emotionally 
draining sometimes, but allow me to walk in Your never-
ending Joy. Amen.

Ripley Youngblood
11th Grade
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December 19
“But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful 
praises forever. Spread your protection over them, that all who 
love your name may be filled with joy.”

 Psalms 5:11

We rejoice because the Lord, our Savior, is our refuge which 
means He is our shelter from evil or sin. While we rejoice, 
we need to remember that God is the reason we can 
rejoice. If we take time out of our day to sing joyful praises 
and pray, then we can show others how He can move in 
them. Without the Lord’s joy, we cannot have joy ourselves. 
We need the Lord’s protection to help us make good 
choices. If we take refuge in the Lord and love His name, 
we will be filled with joy. 

Lord, when we are tempted to turn away from You during 
all the hardships, help us remember that we need Your 
protection to get through those hardships. We love You 
and want to spread Your joy, and spread Your love. Thank 
you for this day in December. Amen.

Reaghan White
6th Grade
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December 20
“Gladness and Joy will overtake them”

Isaiah 35:10

Wherever you are today, let the JOY of the Lord surround 
you.

Read all of Isaiah 35. 

This passage is full of visuals of joy. When we see the glory 
and splendor of our God, this is the joy we have. Isaiah is 
talking about Christ’s kingdom and how it will burst into 
bloom and rejoice in him. It is filled with the hope and 
anticipation of the joy to come. This time of year, we are 
celebrating Jesus coming to Earth with anticipation and 
that same bursting joy. I love how descriptive Isaiah is 
here about what is to come. During this season, the desert 
around us isn’t very pretty, but when Jesus comes, it will 
gush with water and rejoice in his glory. Jesus comes to 
save us and then “gladness and joy will overtake them” as 
it says toward the end of this passage. Look around you 
today and throughout this whole Christmas season at 
what the Lord has given you and what he promised; in the 
midst of it all, let Jesus fill you with his everlasting Joy. 

Father, thank you for the promise of Your Kingdom and the 
joy You bring. Thank you for the hope of Your Son coming 
here to save us. This season we celebrate Your love, hope, 
and joy. Amen.

Audrey Bradley
Youth Leader
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December 21
“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or 
drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit.”

Romans 14:17 

As you and I go through life, we are constantly trying 
to find things that make us happy. We look to different 
influences in our life to find happiness. We use social 
media to seek approval of others on our thoughts, our 
ideas, and our work. We measure our value in how well we 
perform a job. Sometimes it’s easiest to stay in our own 
little bubble of life, our comfort zone. But Paul, author of 
Romans, reminds us that the Kingdom of God is not based 
in physical things. 

This holiday season, I plead what Paul pleads, Lord, help 
us to keep our minds off the things that stand today but 
could be gone tomorrow. The things that do not bring true 
joy. True joy comes from the one who would give away 
His life freely, so that we could experience freedom that 
we certainly do not deserve.  I encourage you to ask the 
Holy Spirit for true peace and true joy so that he may be 
glorified in all that you do. 

Jesus, I pray that during this season of celebration we 
would keep our eyes on You. Let our actions and words 
be overflowing with peace and joy, so that the world can 
see a little more of who You are. Never let me take You or 
anything in my life for granted, so that I can experience the 
true joy that only comes from above. Hallelujah! Amen. 

Justin Riegel
Youth Leader
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December 22
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with 
each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all these virtues put on 
love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. 
And be thankful.”
      Colossians 3:12-15

Jehovah Shalom: The Lord is Peace. This is one of the many 
names used in the Bible to describe our glorious God. This 
name Shalom is what they called Jesus in the Bible, and the 
name literally translates to peace. God uses this to show us 
that HE is our peace, in him alone, our souls find rest. Jesus 
constantly reminds us that we are not alone; he is with us, 
always. Just like the name Immanuel; God with us. Jesus 
knows your struggles, and he knows your heart. In the Bible, it 
tells us that he is greater than all our anxieties, and he cares 
for us, so take a moment, and breathe. The Lord is begging 
you to step back into his presence, and to rest in his sweet 
embrace tonight. It’s not always easy to put your trust in 
God, but the only way to find true peace is to continuously 
seek him, and only him. He knows just what we need so 
that we may be filled, for we know that he is the only thing 
that can fill us. Jesus’ love is radiant, and he shows that by 
continuously loving on us, even when we don’t deserve it. 
No matter what you’re going through, Jesus is always there, 
holding your hand. He will lead you through the rough waters, 
as long as you keep your head above the waves trusting that 
he will hold you.

Father, today we are anxious, and we are stressed, but may 
you always remind us to keep our heads above waters and 
our eyes on you. Though our hearts feel heavy, we know that 
Your peace is within us, and You will never fail us. You are the 
God of peace, Immanuel, the one in whom our soul finds rest 
in. May we continuously seek You to find our rest, may our 
hearts be kind, and may we always have the compassion to 
love as You love us. Amen.

Addi Wall
11th Grade
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December 23
“Swear that you will not harm us, just as we have never 
troubled you. We have always treated you well and we sent you 
away from us in peace. And now look how the Lord has blessed 
you!”

Genesis 26:29

This verse reminds me to treat others the way you want 
them to treat you. When people do this, it reminds us of all 
the good things that were put into the world, waiting for 
us. Sometimes we just have to listen to the tiny voice inside 
telling us what exactly to do. Sometimes we think that the 
tiny voice inside our brains is just a little person bossing us 
around, but when you really think about it, it really is God 
in a voice that sounds like your voice telling you to do the 
right thing. When you think of it this way, you can know 
that God isn’t trying to put harm in your way, but when 
there is harm, he is telling you what choices to make in 
your brain, so that it won’t cause any more harm. When 
you know that you hear that voice inside, know that God 
is trying to go through you, and put peace in the world. 
Trying your hardest is the best anyone could ask for, that’s 
all God wants us to do, God wants us to make the world a 
better place, don’t be the outsider who makes everything 
different, be the person to start a change in the world.

Dear Farther, help us listen to You more. Open our ears to 
listen to the voice in our head because most of the time it 
is You telling us the right thing to do. Help us understand 
that You want us to be the change in the world, so that the 
world will be a better, happier, and more peaceful place. 
Amen.

MiKaya Peters
7th Grade
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December 24
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance 
about what we do not see”.  

Hebrews 11:1

According to Merriam-Webster dictionary, “Faith is 
something that is believed especially with strong 
conviction”.

And as Christians, faith is defined by the Bible. “For we live 
by faith, not by sight”.  

2 Corinthians 5:7

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see”.  

Hebrews 11:1

“By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, 
in holy fear built an ark to save his family………. By faith 
Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 
receive his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he 
did not know where he was going.” 

Hebrews 11:7-8

On this Christmas Eve, we have faith that Jesus came 
into this world as a baby, died on the cross and went into 
Heaven because of his love for us.

Trista Becton
7th Grade
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December 25
“And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great 
fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring 
you good news of great joy that will be for all people. For 
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord.”
      Luke 2:9-11

Hark! The herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

The glory of the Lord is a powerful force! It is noticeable 
and beautiful. In the places where God moves in and 
through our lives, you will find His glory all around. There 
is no need to fear, the angels will remind us over and over 
again throughout the Bible. The King Jesus is alive today! 
The King Jesus will return again!

Merry Christmas to you and your family! As you gather to 
celebrate today, may you be thankful, blessed, and aware 
of the presence of God within your home and family.

Merry Christmas
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