Welcome To Grace Student Ministries
Here at Grace United Methodist the students and
Families are a vital part of our church. Not only
are the students and their spiritual growth our
main priority, but also guiding families in laying
down their spiritual foundation, We are excited
about the Growth we have going on in Student
Ministries. We have created an environment where
they will see the word of God come alive through
unique worship experiences. We offer an exciting
experience that is fun, but most importantly full
of scripture and truth that is relevant in the life
of your family today. Our team cares deeply about
our families. We are always available to meet with
you for prayer, or discussions of important issues
to your family. Our team is there for you in time of
need or in time of praise! ~
Vicki Mackey - Student & Family Ministry Director

Connect With Us!
Text Updates

Email Updates

KIDZ: Text @KIDZCLU
YOUTH: Text @GUMCYO

Send Vicki an Email to

To 81010

Children@
graceontheisland. com

FaceBook
Grace KIDZ
Anchored Youth

GUMC Student Rites & Passages
AGE/GRADE

5/6

6/7

7/8

8/9

9/10

10/1
1

0-12M
Beach Babies
#102
1-2YR
Toddle Tide Pool
#104
3-4/5YR
Preschool Pier
#106
K
Kid’s Cove #205
(SS)
1st
Kid’s Cove #205
(SS)
2ND
Kid’s Cove #205
(SS)
3RD
Mission Marina
#206 (SS)
4TH
Mission Marina
#206 (SS)
5TH
Mission Marina
#206 (SS)

PROMOTION/
TRANSITION

Special Event
Welcome

Rite/Passage
Baptism
(can do any age)

1 and walking

3rd Birthday

(5Yr) Student Sunday

CAMPS AVAILABLE
-----

----Pizza Party
Family Game Night

-----

---

∙ 9am Children’s Church Island Inn #108

∙ Finishing K- Grace
Summer Camp

---

∙ 9am Children’s Church Island Inn #108

∙ Grace Summer Camp

∙ 9am Children’s Church Island Inn #108

∙ Grace Summer Camp

---

∙ 9am Children’s Church Island Inn #108
3rd Grade Bibles

∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ Grace Summer Camp

---

∙ 9am Children’s Church Island Inn #108

∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ Grace Summer Camp

∙ 9am Children’s Church Island Inn #108

∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ Created By God
∙ Grace Summer Camp

Finishing 2ndStudent Sunday

Finishing 5th- Student
Sunday

Sunday Breakfast in SS

Pool or Beach Party
with Youth

11/1
2

6TH

---

12/1
3

7TH

---

∙ Ushering Rotation
∙ Nursery Aid Rotation

∙ Warren Willis Camp

13/1
4

8th

---

Confirmation
∙ Ushering Rotation
∙ Nursery Aid Rotation

∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ Confirmation Retreat

∙ Ushering Rotation
∙ Nursery Aid Rotation

∙ Warren Willis Camp

14/1
5
15/1
6
16/1
7
17/1
8

9TH
Anchor Point
#200 (SS)
10TH
Anchor Point
#200 (SS)
11TH
Anchor Point
#200 (SS)
12th
Anchor Point
#200 (SS)

---

Finishing 11thPromote to Leading
& Learning
Student Sunday

∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ Created By God

Sunday Breakfast in SS

∙ Ushering Rotation
∙ Nursery Aid Rotation
Sound Tech Rotation
∙ Ushering Rotation
∙ Nursery Aid Rotation
Sound Tech Rotation
Learning and Leading
∙ Ushering Rotation
∙ Nursery Aid Rotation
Sound Tech Rotation

∙ Warren Willis Camp

∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ Warren Willis Camp
∙ College Connections
∙ Senior Mystery Trip

Student Ministries Dates
Ongoing Dates:
Student Ministry Council Meetings- Every Other 2nd Wednesday Evening (odd number month)
Children’s Church, Sunday School, & Nursery on Sunday Mornings
Grace Groups — Wednesday Nights
Children’s Coin Sunday- 3rd Sundays
5th Sundays– Family Worship
August
Blessing of the Teachers
Blessing of the Students
Back to School BBQ
Grace Groups—Kick Off! (2nd Wednesday after
school start)

September
Grace Groups
Grandparents Day
3rd Grade Bibles & Children’s Coin Sunday
See You @ the Pole

October
Grace Groups
Bring Your Bible to School MOMS @ SCHOOLS
(donuts, mini bibles?)
Pumpkin Patch
Pastor Appreciation Day (2nd Sunday)
28- Trunk or Treat (Sunday before Halloween)

November
Grace Groups (Not Wed before Thanksgiving)
Christmas Parade
Gather Names Giving Tree

December
Grace Groups (None during Christmas Break)
Christmas Program
Children’s Coin Sunday
Christmas Caroling
Christmas Eve Services

January
Grace Groups (None during Christmas Break)
Family Fun Event
Hire Summer Camp Director, Counselors and
planning
VBS workshop day – designate leads &
co-directors

February

March

Grace Groups (Not on Ash Wednesday)

Grace Groups (Not During Spring Break)

Valentine Event
Shrove Pancake

Palm Sunday- KIDZ & Youth participate in both
services

(Registration for returning Summer Camp
Families)

Open registration Summer Camp
May

April

Grace Groups

Grace Groups

Mother’s Day

Egg Hunt

Student Sunday (Sunday before Graduation)
End of School Year Parties
June, July

Grace Summer Events—Separate Calendar
Warren Willis: last full week of June

Family Service Project: last full week of July

These are the yearly events, other special events could be added

Welcome to Grace KIDZ, short for Grace Kids in Discipleship Zone! Grace KIDZ was
created especially for our KIDZ. When KIDZ enter they are stepping into another
world. In Grace KIDZ, our KIDZ will experience a unique style of worship led by
teachers, puppets, drama, games, live worship and so much more. Not only will our
KIDZ Team lead children through their spiritual journey, but they will also be able to
make the word of god come alive! Join us each Sunday and Wednesday as the children
will see just how exciting about God can be!
NURSERY – Birth to Preschool
Infants and Toddlers (0-2 yrs) - Rm 104 & Preschool (3-4 yrs) - Rm 106
Our Nursery, located in the TFEC Building, is open during worship services and
Sunday School classes. A Quiet Room (Room 107) is also available for parents and
small children during the Contemporary Worship service.

KIDZ – Kindergarten to 5th Grade
CHILDREN'S CHURCH- TFEC room 108
Children’s Church takes place after the praise set at the 9:00AM Contemporary
Worship Service in TFEC. Families will worship together, then the children will be
dismissed around 9:15-9:20. Each month, the lessons focus on new character traits
such as wisdom and loving kindness. Each lesson includes music and movement, short
video clip, and discussion . We do please ask that you check your child in PRIOR to
worship to ensure safety for your child. 5th Sundays will be Family Worship and KIDZ
will stay in the main service to worship with families.
CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL Rm 205 & 206
After Children's Church, the KIDZ head upstairs for Sunday School -Deep Blue series, Learn and Serve! Deep Blue Kids Learn & Serve teaches the kids in our church
and community about God and what it means to be a follower of Jesus through Bible
stories and opportunities to serve as disciples in the classroom, the local community, and the world. Our kids will travel with Asia, Edgar, Kat, and Caleb to Guatemala,
Kenya, Alaska, AND from Alaska to Armenia! Together, they will teach each other Bible stories and about what church, Sunday school, and education is like in these
countries.
GRACE GROUPS WEDNESDAY- KIDZ
5:15pm - 6:00pm Snack Super in TFEC
6:00pm - 7:00pm Kidz Club in TFEC 104/106/205/206/208
Join us On Wednesdays for the TeamKid series! TeamKID is designed for Kids in Discipleship! It features Bible memory games and application of Bible truths, engaging missions videos and activities, and fun activity-based learning all while helping our
kids. This volume of TeamKID teaches kids to soar in God's strength, as He helps them

Nursery Policies and Procedures
Greetings:
Thank you for your willingness to serve in the nursery! We are truly blessed to have you be a part of this meaningful ministry.
It is our desire to make sure that we meet the needs of each parent and their children by providing an environment that is loving, caring, and safe. For new families, their first impression of our church often comes from the nurseries. A church nursery
is also commonly the first place a child will be cared for outside of the home. Therefore, it is extremely important that we welcome each family with love, care, and helpfulness. Please take the time to carefully read through these guidelines. If you
have any questions or concerns about the following policies and procedures please do not hesitate to contact one of the
nursery committee members. A committee member will be available each Sunday for supervision.
Mission Statement:
Our mission is to provide a safe and nurturing environment in which Biblical teachings, Christian compassion, and servanthood are demonstrated and taught, so that life-long relationships with Jesus Christ can begin.
Caregivers:
At GUMC, our nursery caregivers are church volunteers who know that love and care should be given to each infant and toddler. Every adult and parent at GUMC is encouraged to volunteer. It is our belief that both men and women provide a
well-rounded atmosphere. For the comfort of some of our visiting parents, we ask that at least one woman be in each room.
We would also ask that each caregiver use the disposable nametags provided in the nursery. This will help acquaint each
new family with those caring for their child. All volunteers are required to undergo a limited background check to provide reassurance that the children are in good hands
Youth Volunteers:
It is the policy of the GUMCL Nursery Committee to allow youth to volunteer in the nursery during the worship service provided
that the following are met:
The youth volunteer is in 7th grade or higher
The youth are only in the nursery when there is adult supervision and when it is their assigned day to help in the nursery
A permission form is filled out and signed by the youth and a parent
The youth will be put on the volunteer schedule no more that once A month unless a less frequent schedule is requested
by the parent
Because the youth are extra helpers, they do not have to find a replacement if they are unable to help on their assigned
day in the nursery

Background Checks:
GUMC is required to perform limited criminal history checks on all current and future nursery through 12 th grade workers.
Children workers and youth workers will be notified prior to background checks being completed.

Sign In Procedures:
Please stand and welcome each family that comes to the nursery. As parents enter, direct them to the Attendance Log. A
new Attendance Log should be used for each service. Ask the parent to note any special instructions (i.e. feeding times, potty
training, etc.) on the Attendance Log. Make sure that they indicate if it is OK for the nursery staff to change the child’s diaper
if needed. Proceed to assist them with provided name tags to label both the child and their diaper bag, if not already labeled.
If the child is new or visiting, use the blank labels provided. To avoid mix-ups, please be sure that all bottles, cups, pacifiers,
etc. are clearly marked with the child’s name. If these items are not marked, please encourage the parent to use the extra
labels provided in the nursery. To prevent congestion and confusion while children are being dropped off or picked up, we ask
that only parents and their infants or toddlers come into the nursery. As a safety precaution, we also ask that you give

the parent a numbered pager and write down the number next to the child’s name on the Attendance Log. Explain that we will
notify them if they are needed in the nursery by paging them. Also, the pager is to be returned when picking up their child as an
added safety measure to ensure that only the parent or guardian can remove their child from the nursery.
Advancement from the Toddler to the Preschool Class: (Student Sunday)
Children are eligible to advance from the Toddler room to the Preschool classroom based on the following criteria:
- The child has had his/her third birthday.
- The child is potty trained and is no longer in need of diaper changing.
- We understand that each child is unique in his/her personal development. Therefore, if a parent is not comfortable with this
policy and how it affects their child, please communicate that concern to the Student & Family Ministry Director and we will be
glad to work with you.
Breastfeeding:
There are Rocking Chairs in Nursery Rooms and Quiet Room convenience of breastfeeding mothers.
Bottle Feeding:
If a parent requests that volunteers feed their child a bottle, please make sure that they provide proper instructions. Asking the
parent to write these instructions on the Attendance Log will help to prevent any misunderstandings.
Diaper Changing:
In the event that a child requires a diaper change, you should use the diapers and wipes that are provided in the child’s diaper
bag. However, if the parents’ supply has run low, the nursery has a supply of diapers and wipes on hand. Proceed by first
checking to see if the parents left any special instructions on the Attendance Log. Then, cover the diaper changing area with
the paper provided. Throw away the used paper immediately after changing the diaper and cover the area again with clean
paper. Soiled diapers should be placed in the small disposable bags provided and tied shut, then placed in the trashcan.
Please wash your hands with soap and water immediately after diaper changes and potty breaks. Hand sanitizer is not appropriate in these cases, because it does not kill certain bacteria found in the stool. Sticker labels are also provided to place on the
child’s diaper so the parents are informed as to whether their child’s diaper was changed during the service.
Potty Training:
If a child is being potty trained, please be sure to discuss any special instructions or requests with the parents. This information
should also be written on the Attendance Log. As with diaper changes, there will be one caregiver assisting with the potty
break while the other caregiver will be supervising the remaining children. To safe guard all parties during potty times, the bathroom door will be left ajar. Please wash the child’s hands as well as your own immediately after the potty break.
Separation Anxiety:
It is normal for some children to cry when they are initially separated from their parents. During this time, do what you can to
alleviate the child’s distress. However, some children are particularly sensitive to new situations and we want to help make
every child’s church experience a positive one. Therefore, if a child continues to be inconsolable, we will find the parent inform
them so they can come to the nursery to comfort their child.
Illness:
In order to prevent the spread of infection to other children, we ask that children suffering from a fever, diarrhea, or vomiting not
be left in the nursery. If it is obvious that a sick child has been brought to the nursery, please use your discretion when reminding the parents that we do not want to have the other children exposed to the illness. In addition, if you are sick for your assigned shift please find someone else to fill in for you.
Injuries
Please tell the parents if their child receives any injury. There are first aid kits available in the nurseries for more serious injuries. Anything that is potentially serious requires the parents’ attention immediately.

Emergency Procedures:
If for any reason the church building needs to be evacuated during a service, please make sure that you are aware how many
children are under your care. If it is reasonably safe to do so, shelter the children in the room until the parents arrive to pick up
their children. If immediate evacuation is warranted, take the infants and toddlers outside the building and take a count to make
sure all infants and toddlers are with you. When leaving the room, shut both the top and bottom of the door to signal that the
room is empty. Once the parents have proceeded outside you may release the children into the care of their parents.
Room Maintenance and Cleanliness:
It is our desire to keep the nurseries as clean as possible. While the nursery rooms are cleaned weekly, there are certain steps
that need to be taken every Sunday before leaving. First, anytime a child puts a toy in his or her mouth and then moves onto
something else, place the dirty toy in the sink so other children do not pick up the toy and place it in their mouth. After the worship service and Sunday school classes, please clean any dirty toys that have been placed in the sink by rinsing them in hot
water, spraying them with the provided solution, and placing them on a paper towel to dry. Please do not use any other disinfectant sprays on toys that can be placed in a child’s mouth. Disinfectant wipes or spray can be use on the larger toys, swings,
slides, etc. If any toys are broken or in need of repair, please set them aside and inform one of the Student & Ministry Director.
Also, please take out the trash in the diaper wastebaskets. Lastly, the nursery doors will be locked between services to prevent
toys from becoming misplaced or damaged. This will also assist in keeping the toys clean between services
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Nursery Attendance Log
Pager
#

Child’s Name

Parent/Guardian’s
Name(s)

OK to
Change
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N
Y/N

Special Instructions
(potty training, bottle, etc.)

There is this great passage in Acts 2 that describes the early
church and how they were united in community with each other by
devoting themselves to spending time together in worship, fun,
and meals. That community was the first of many that changed the
world to make the world more like the Kingdom of God. That's
what we are striving toward... to be that kind of community.
We get together a few times a week and every now and then we
spend time together having fun or helping the community. We also
try to get away once in a while to camp, for retreats and mission
trips. This is definitely a place to call home.
SUNDAY SCHOOL - Junior and Senior High Youth (Grades 7–12)
We gather in TFEC room 200 every Sunday, 10:15-11:15 a.m. Our goal: Engage in significant conversations about the biblical narrative — especially as it relates to what
is going on in our world right now. Every class we will SUBMERGE into curriculum
that emphasizes nurturing faithful relationships while engaging students in fun and
creative activities

Sunday Night Youth – (During School Year)
We meet every Sunday night, 5-7 p.m. in TFEC. Junior High and High School will play a
games or two, enjoy a snack supper ($3),worship together and then have a time of
teaching and small group discussion. Our goal: Practice living as a disciple of Jesus
Christ while building true and lasting relationships.
How do we get there? We join in fellowship, worship, and have deep discussions about
the Bible and the real life problems that we face every day.
Providing a meal for Sunday night: If you are interested in serving the youth group by
providing Snack Supper (you will be reimbursed) please email Vicki
at Children@GraceOnTheIsland.com. Thanks

GRACE GROUPS WEDNESDAY- ANCHORED YOUTH
Join us Wednesdays to explore Re:Form. We will re:form how we see those we
learned about as KIDZ. Building interest among youth about Bible heroes, villains,
and everyday folks that God selected to do extraordinary things with humorous animations that begin each session. Each re:form session follows a three-part sequence:
Encounter – Gather your youth together to watch a hilarious animated video
(we promise it’ll make them laugh!)
Engage – Tap into their creativity for activities like doodling, constructing, and
journaling that help them dig deeper into their faith
Respond – Share thoughts and ideas about the session’s question

Anchored Youth
Covenant
Initials

Be accountable for your words and actions
Make Youth a priority. Regularly attend church and youth acTreat others with kindness and respect. Encourage each

Invite friends to church and youth activities
Be the “Hands and Feet” of Jesus! Participate in service
Daily Prayer and Bible Reading

Signature
“We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure.”
- Hebrews 6:19

Thank you for offering yourself in service as an usher or greeter at Grace UMC.
This is an important ministry of hospitality and you have an important role and
responsibility. You will be one of the first people visitors will see. You are the
first impression of our church. How you meet them and what you say to them
will help set the tone for their worship experience here.
Ushering and greeting calls for patience, courtesy and discernment. Almost like
entertaining friends, you are the host or hostess and each person coming to worship is your special guest. Your warm greeting and pleasant smile will help foster a sense of belonging, even for a newcomer. In addition to greeting people,
your service as an usher is essential to the worship of our congregation. People
cannot take their seats, follow the order of worship, receive communion, or give
their offerings to God without you. Your service, performed in a quiet, reverent
and unobtrusive manner, helps create a meaningful atmosphere for sacred worship. Our Ushering and Greeting ministry is coordinated by our Head Ushers:
9am Troy Mackey and 11am Doug Fingles. They also oversees the training and
scheduling for our ushers.
The Ushers Pledge: I pledge by the help of God, to do my best and serve my
church with a pure heart and an attitude that will not be offensive to those I welcome into the house of the Lord. I further pledge to abide in my service, and
perform in a quiet, reverent and unobtrusive manner; to attend my meetings
and serve when called upon, unless I can give a reasonable excuse. Youth: I will
move into position when it is time, staying with my family until then and will
return to my family after my duty is complete. I will not roam the church and
will be present in service.
______________________________________________________ __________________________
Signature
Date

______________________________________________________ __________________________
Printed Name
Phone

GUMC Anchored Youth
YOUTH NURSERY VOLUNTEER PERMISSION FORM
It is the policy of the GUMC to allow youth to volunteer in the nursery during the worship
service provided that the following are met:


The youth volunteer is in 7th grade or higher



The youth are only in the nursery when there is adult supervision and when it is their
assigned day to help in the nursery



The following permission form is filled out and signed by the youth and a parent



The youth will be put on the volunteer schedule no more that once a month unless a
less frequent schedule is requested by the parent



Because the youth are extra helpers, they do not have to find a replacement if they are
unable to help on their assigned day in the nursery

______________________________________
Youth Volunteer’s Name

________________________
Current Grade in School

______________________________________
Parents’ Name(s)

________________________
Phone Number

______________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address (for volunteer reminders)

I desire for my child to be on the nursery volunteer schedule no more than once every
________________ months/weeks. If left blank the youth will be able to sign up for no more than
once a month)
I have read the above GUMC Nursery policy and desire to be a youth volunteer. I understand that if I
choose to act in an unbecoming manner I may not be allowed to continue serving in the nursery.
_____________________________

__________________________

Youth’s Signature

Date

I have read the above GUMC Nursery policy and give permission for my child to volunteer in the nursery.
I understand that if at anytime I feel that it is no longer appropriate for my child to serve in the nursery I
can have my child removed from the nursery schedule by informing Student & Family Ministry Director.
_____________________________

Parents’ Signature(s)

______________________

Date

****Classic Overnight Camps (last Full Week of June)
Experience a high-energy, life-changing week at one of our eight
weeks of classic overnight camp. Rising 4th grade students through
recently graduated seniors are invited to jump start their faiths
while making lifelong friendships and unforgettable memories on
beautiful Lake Griffin. Spend four full days zip lining, tubing, doing
yoga, sailing, making crafts, learning archery, and so much more! The
moments that aren’t a flurry of activity are devoted to growing your
relationships with others and with God.
Creative Spirit Camp
During this week of camp you'll discover how sharing God's love
through the performing arts and unique ways of doing worship can
help people experience God in ways they've never imagined. If you love
to perform, are creative, or just want to learn new things, then Creative Spirit Week is definitely for you!

Trip Camps
Trip camps are a tradition of Florida United Methodist camping.
These trips are for high school students and are meant to get you
outside to commune with God's creation. We have a variety of trips
both in and out of the state.

More Information can be found at WarrenWillisCamp.org
Visit website for more offered!

Created by God is a comprehensive, faith-based study of human sexuality for 5th graders and their parents or
guardians. The curriculum will be taught by United Methodist Church leadership in a way that is relevant and
fun. Children and their parents will be encouraged in their faith and in their relationships. This is an amazing
family ministry opportunity.

The schedule below outlines the students sessions, parent sessions, joint sessions, and worship services. Tenative Weekend Schedule: Changes may occur depending on the number of people who register for this year's Event
This event could not happen without volunteers and help from local church leadership. This event
has a capacity of 100 participants. Once we have reached said capacity a waitlist will form. Registration is given in the order applications are recieved. For infomation reguarding availablility please contact Mindy Standifer atmindy.standifer@warrenwilliscamp.org 352-787-4345 ext. 4166.

Church Leadership and Pre-Event Information



If you are promoting this event in your church, we have created a flyer you can hang around your
church or hand out to interested parents.

We recommend that all parents purchase the Created by God Parent Book. As a group leader, it
would be a great idea to purchase a handful of these books and hand them out to parents who are
interested in attending.
Children's sessions are taught in table groups. Table groups work best if we are able to assign a volunteer from the children's home church. If you are interested in being a table leader or volunteer at
this year's event, please fill out the volunteer application below. We cannot run this event without
volunteers from the local church's who are attending.

Fall Date: October 5-7, 2018
Package A-$90 Per Person
(Friday night- Sunday morning)
Package B-$70 Per Person
(Friday night- Saturday night)
Whether you're just beginning or in the last few weeks of your confirmation class, our retreat is a great chance for your group to
gather and focus on the important step of entering the church.
Our Confirmation Retreats are amazing opportunities for confirmation classes to:
Receive sound teaching on the Confirmation Vows they will be asked
on Confirmation Sunday.
 Have fun playing games, worshiping, and being at camp with confirmands from around the state.


Bond as a class on our Challenge Course's Low Initiatives.



Dive into their curriculum during church small group time.

(Schedules may vary depending on the number of participants who
sign up for a weekend.)

October 19-21, 2018
November 9-11, 2018
Cost: $100 per person
Friday 7:30pm - Sunday 10:00am
Our world is more connected than ever. What do
those connection mean for our relationships with
each other, the Church, and God? Our new fall
retreat will help us learn together
how to #church. We were created in God's image,
wired to connect with each other. We are the first
generation in history to have unprecedented connection with the world around us through technology. This is both an honor and a responsibility.
Using technology and social media, we can create
positive change.

A weekend retreat at camp devoted to
connecting high school seniors
to college ministries. College
ministries from around the state of
Florida will be represented by
volunteers, workshop leaders, worship
bands, and speakers. great weekend
to bridge the gap between Youth
Ministry and College Ministry.
This weekend is for high school juniors
and seniors and is facilitated and
staffed by college students and camp
staff from around the state of Florida. Our staff of college students will
provide excellent supervision in the
cabins and during the retreat.

