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LABEL

Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the Lord rather than for
people. —Colossians 3:23

The first Monday of September is set aside to celebrate Labor Day. It is a time to honor the American labor movement and
the contributions that workers have made to strengthen, prosper and build up our nation.
As I reflect upon the countless persons whose work makes my life and lifestyle possible, I am humbled. I am blessed that
ours is truly a community knit together through the work we do with and for one another.
The Lord has gifted each one of us uniquely, God establishes the work of our hands and calls us to serve one another in love.
So, let us give thanks for all those who labor and for those who often go unnoticed. May our prayers bring them honor and
may we renew our commitment to support efforts to give dignity and a fair wage to every person whose labor we rely upon.
I recently came across a prayer that spoke to my spirit about blessing workers. It is part of a larger musical offering entitled,
Work Songs, from the Porter’s Gate Worship Project, it is a collaborative endeavor that focused on worship that gives
language to and affirms the work of the people.
If you’ve got the luxury of having a long weekend to celebrate Labor Day, I invite you to pause and pray. And, if you’ve got a
few spare minutes and you enjoy sacred music, I invite you to listen to Work Songs online.
(https://www.portersgateworship.com/music-vol1)
Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” —Matthew
11:28
Come, let us rest and pray…
Almighty God, whose hands hold all matters of life, we pray for those whose vocations involve the governance of nations
and commerce around the world, for those who oversee public policies and steward the world’s resources. We pray that
you would grant them wise council, that the natural and financial resources of this world would be used justly, that all
would flourish, that the rights of the marginalized and oppressed would be protected, and the needs of the poor and
hungry met. We pray for these global vocations, that each might be diligently done in light of Your glory and love.
For local vocations that involve business, the distribution of goods, and public services, for the bus drivers, school teachers,
bankers, stay at home parents, and surgeons, for those whose vocations we encounter every day but do not see, and those
whose vocations we will never see at all. God, we pray for the work of their hands. May their work be well done, may their
hearts remain pure, may none exploit the resources of others, but may all work diligently for the good of our neighbors and
city. Lord in Your mercy,
For these image bearers of the Almighty in the vocations they undertake, Lord we thank You and bless You for their
contribution to Your world. We pray that You would strengthen their hands and refresh their hearts as they return this
week to the places to which You have called them.
Amen.
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WEDNESDAYS!
DEEP BLUE LIFE.
JOIN US FOR
SNACK SUPPERS IS AT
5:15.
KIDZ CLUB AT 6-7:15

We’re glad you’re here! This year our KIDZ and families will visit
Deep Blue Shores, the town where Asia, Caleb, Kat, and Edgar
live. They will meet their families, see their homes, and explore
their community.
Beginning with Jesus’ own family, the KIDZ will hear and see how
families care for children as they grow, build loving relationships,
and explore how different families belong in God’s big story.
Deep Blue Connects: At Home with God is a comprehensive
Bible study for children. The study incorporates family-themed
Bible stories, service learning, science activities, arts and crafts,
animated video storytelling, and active games into a lived-faith
experience. Our KIDZ will discover what it means to be a disciple
of Jesus and part of God’s big family.
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JOIN US!
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The poetic prophecy in Isaiah 11:1-9 is one of the most well-known and
loved passages in Isaiah. Although the word peace never appears,
Isaiah’s vision is clearly a world at peace. That’s why the world
described in this passage sometimes is called the “peaceable kingdom.”
The peace Isaiah imagined wasn’t only political. As Isaiah’s vision
unfolds, it becomes obvious that he hopes for a radical transformation
of the natural order. Predators and prey will coexist peacefully, and
even the most vulnerable humans will play without fear. When Jesus’
parents declared their hope that he was the Messiah, these are the
images they had in mind. A child could buckle easily under the pressure
of Isaiah’s messianic dream. As Christians, we believe that we are the
“body of Christ.” The messianic hopes that our ancestors had for Jesus
also apply to us. It’s a joyful vision of what God ultimately will bring
about in the world, even through our human, faltering efforts. Teens are
familiar with the pressure of their parents’ hopes for them. These
lessons is an opportunity to help our teens reframe the pressures they
feel from parents, friends, school, and church into visions of hope.

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS

GRACE VISION AND
MISSION STATEMENTS
VISION
Where God’s grace is
changing lives
and making a difference

MISSION

WEDNESDAYS!
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES
SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15 & STUDY @ 6
FRIENDS WELCOME!

We are a multigenerational
community of faith
called together by God’s
grace to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world

Grace Preschool
Preschool is in session! We send out a warm
welcome to all the new and returning students
and staff. It is going to be a spectacular year full
of many new learning opportunities!
We have a variety of extra-curricular activities to
offer this school year for Pre-k Threes and VPK
students. All lessons will begin the week of
2September 10th to those children registered for
classes.
Each new year brings us new opportunities to
know Him more, to walk in faith, and grow by
His grace!

If your birthday
or anniversary is not
listed but should be, or
if there are any errors,
please email or call the
church office so that a
correction can be made.
Thank you!

2 Jalna Vaughan
4 Nicole Ramsland
5 Marian Mahics
Tammy Dreyer
6 Victoria Kranz
7 Jim Beacom
Carol Moruzzi
Mary Lou Maradeo
8 Kinley Rutherford
Dana Hill
9 David Erb
Hayden Gaither
10 Tom Granata
Phil Baker
Jack Williams

11 Lorry Stover
Bill Rodgers
Helen Baker
12 Shirley Boone
13 Karsyn Rutherford
Carolyn Bach
Glen Wagner
Harry Moses
15 Johnny Wellbeloved
Kirk Merritt
16 Rhett Rutherford
Joe Everitt
17 Emery Candy
19 Benjamin Jennings
Marian Thies

1 Jon & Kari Allen
3 Ron & Linda Ledford
Glenn & Ruth Courts
4 Ned & Margee Katterheinrich
6 Jack & Jill Schmidt
William & Helen Lahmann
7 Art & Martha Swenson
8 Dennis & Carla Dulmer

20 Phyllis Johns
30 Yvedda Hempler
Ray Fleming
Velma Tashman
Matthew Hogue
David Pinson
21 Margaret White
Gary Conklin
22 David Farley
23 Rhoda Kerridge
Audrey King
Barbara McManamy
Jack Erkilla
Kenneth Taylor
24 Silas Cary
Cynthia Shepard
27 Patsye Dulmer
Debbie Campbell
29 Jim Steranko
Paula Wellbeloved

14
18
19
25
29
30

Leon & Carole Goolden
Kirk & Janie Merritt
Mike & Suzanne Berndt
Ralph & Doris Heck
Sanford & Charlotte Earle
James & Marian Nancarrow

SEPTEMBER VOLUNTEERS

DATE
September
September
September
September
September

Harry Beeker
Bob Bainbridge
Mel & Phyllis Johns

PICK-UP
TAKE HOME
2 Bob Bainbridge
Bob Bainbridge
9 Robert Waldron
Robert Waldron
16 Steve Boone
Steve Boone
23 Ron Schmitt
Ron Schmitt
30 Bob Bainbridge
Bob Bainbridge

Date

Front Door

Back Door

September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

Harry & Barbara Moses
Larsi Claiborne
Gary & Celless Beck
Carol Gruber
Jean Owens & Tami Weaver

Peg Graff
Susan Hogan
Beverly Wiend & Altha Bartone
Edwina Anthony
Mary Chambers

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP
Every active person in our Grace Church
Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G!
MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church
MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church
GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability
Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group?

MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES CONTINUED
Greeters 11 AM Service

If you know of someone in assisted living,
rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver),
call the church office with their name and location. We want
to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a
better job in reaching out to our homebound members.
Thank you for your assistance.

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
to people who are hurting. If you are called to
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a
Stephen Minister, please speak to the
Pastor.

We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace
before the Traditional Service at both the front door and
the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.
Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a
long time member, come regularly or not so often.
Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want
to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.
To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or
Mary Chambers 493-9644.

MISSIONS
Venice and Englewood Lions Club
Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is
a large box located in the front office (main building) where
you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing
aids.
For more information there are brochures located in the front
office or you can call: 941-486-6065.

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach
to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of
drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to
worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are
flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374.

Sunday Morning Team
We have seven volunteers that open and lock up the church
on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because
we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the
folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at
941-485-2634.

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’
including the expiration date. Turn them in at the front
office. Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school
supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission.
They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks,
there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there.
It is usually very small on the back.
This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary
Conference located in a very poor section of our great
country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just
throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the
children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For
other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson
941-412-0847.

GIVING

GROUPS

We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving
Here are some options to choose from:

The Piecemakers’ News

1. BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE
BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your
local bank just as you would your mortgage
payment or your utility payment
2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT
TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization
form signed at the church office. Please contact the church
office for the authorization form.

The Piecemakers have been busy during the summer
months, creating new handmade items in anticipation of our
Fall Open House. We are always open to new members. We
have a variety of quilting and sewing projects to work on
and welcome new ideas too. We meet in the East Wing on
Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Our mission is “to
support each other in fellowship and love as we create quilts
for our babies, shut-ins, and friends of Grace United
Methodist Church who need comfort; and other hand-crafted
gift items which support our church and community
missions financially".

Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has
been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer
Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our
church. She was a charter member of Grace. Because of
her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship
in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added
to the scholarship in Freda’s name.

If you know of someone in the congregation who would like
to receive a visit and a comfort quilt please let the
Piecemakers know. If you have a son or daughter returning
home from active duty in the military and would like to have
him or her receive a quilt, please call Carol Simpson at
497-6738 or Audrey King at 497-5478.

GROUPS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Threadcatchers

SEPTEMBER
1.

2.
Communion

3.
Labor Day
Church Office
CLOSED

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.
9:00am Life
Group, Parlor

9.

10.

11.
Newscaster Info
DUE

12.
1:30pm VOI
Communion, VOI

13.

14.

15.

19.

20.
1:30pm Travel
Club, Parlor

21.

22.

26.

27.
6:30pm Boy
Scouts District
Meeting Mtg, PH

28

29.

8:00am Finance
Meeting, PH Back
Conf. Rm.

16.
Children's Coin
Ministry

17.
6:30pm Suncoast
Emmaus, Meeting
Rm C

23.

24.

The quilting circle meets every Friday 9am to Noon in
Room A8. For information call Lorry Stover at
485-0094.
Huge Country Store Sale in Punch Hall October 20, 2018
from 9:00am Until 2:00pm
COME, ENJOY AND SHOP!

6:00pm Board of
Trustees Meeting,
Parlor
18.
6:30pm Staff Parish
Meeting, Parlor

25.
6:00pm Church
Council Meeting,
Chapel

30.
Children's Home
Sunday

From the Board of Trustees:
Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis

We are having a work day around the campus on Sunday
September 9th after church. We will be focused on trimming
all of the large trees. We also have shrub trimming and
weeding projects. Many hands make light work, so if you
are willing to help please touch base with Larry Bender at
941-809-5264. Lunch will be served.
Living in Grace,
Your Board of Trustees

EVERY SUNDAY
8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC
9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC
9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108
9:30 Adult Sunday School,
Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW

The Christian Encounters Sunday School class invites you to
join us as we enjoy the Mayberry Bible Study, a DVD
presentation using 4 classic episodes from the beloved
television series. The series will begin on Sunday,
September 9 at 9:30 and will go for 4 Sundays. Contact
Celless Beck for more information 941-539-4913

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207
10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200
10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:
Connect ing Class, Room 108; YourTurn, Parlor B

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

EVERY MONDAY
10:30 Piano, Music Rm
10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC
5:00 Prayer Group, Chapel
EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor
10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC
5:30 GraceTones, Music Room
6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/
WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC
108/201/202
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
7:00 Emmaus Men’s Meeting,
Library

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
5:15 Snack Super, TFEC
6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC
6:30 Stephens Ministry, Library (Every Other Week)
6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm
6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW
7:00 Al Anon, MR-C

EVERY THURSDAY
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)
7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
EVERY FRIDAY
9:00 Threadcatchers PH, EW
10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space and

ALTAR FLOWERS

equipment will be available to you and your ministry and
applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff.
1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any
rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be
checked and paperwork completed for the office and
custodian.
2. Groups currently using rooms: If your gr oup needs a
larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we
need to know so we can be sure your needs are being
met.
3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have
tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,
paperwork is required.
4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or
van for your ministry, please get with the office
manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10
business days pr ior to dr iving and the schedule needs
to be checked.
Due Date Information:
1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the
date.
2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in
the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin
board.
Please contact the church office for any of these
requests.

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our
worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can
be given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or
friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for two and
yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the
flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to
fill out in the church office.

Venice MainStreet
Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which
gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park
Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We
also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your
group/ministry would like to take advantage of this
marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below.
Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for
marketing, I will do my best to get this information
submitted. Best to send in early…
announcements.
a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements.
b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I
can meet the deadline for submission..

Orders for bricks will be batched in increments of no less
than five so it may take some time for your brick to be
placed in the walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held
quarterly. We will notify you of the date and time should
you wish to attend. Forms are located in the Church front
office. Return the completed form and check in the amount
of $100.
In the Hospital? If you or a loved one goes in the
hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and
notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient
listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know
if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone
calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your
help.

Scouts News:

Heat Stroke is the result of long, extreme exposure to the
sun. It is a severe form of heat illness that develops rapidly
and is a life-threatening emergency!
How to Prevent Heat Stroke -* Drink plenty of fluids during
outdoor activities. Water and sport drinks are the choice,
others lead to dehydration. * Protect yourself from the sun
by wearing a hat, sunglasses, use an umbrella and mist
yourself with a spray bottle.
*Never leave children or pets in cars.
Symptoms of Heat Stroke - Headache, dizziness,
disorientation, agitation, confusion. Hot, dry skin that is
flushed but not sweaty.
Treatment Options for Heat Stroke - Get the person to a
shaded area and cool the person rapidly however you can.
Call 911

Hi, it has been a good summer and while the kids are back to
school so is scouting. Many of us have been planning the
new scout year and getting ready for the changes in
our program. Cub Scouts is for girls and boys from
kindergarten to fifth. Our weekly den meetings will be begin
on Tues. Aug. 28 at 6:30 in Punch Hall here at Grace. You
may bring your friends and parents to enroll you. We enroll
children all year, but encourage enrollment in Aug. and Sept.
in preparation of registration for camping in Oct. and get
started on earning achievements.

REMINDER - October 7th (Sunday) at Grace UMC there
will be 2 sessions for you to get your Flu Shot. One time at
10:00-11:00 am and then again from 12:00-1 p.m. in Punch
Hall. Bring your insurance cards. Look for the poster to be
placed around the church grounds soon!! Sarasota County
Nurses will be providing the flu shots.

CALENDAR INFORMATION
NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:
Please submit all articles by September 11th for inclusion in
the October Newscaster. Thank you!

MEETINGS
AUGUST


Finance Meeting: Tuesday, September 11 at 8:00am
in Punch Hall Back Conference Room.



Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, September 11
at 6:00pm in the Parlor.



Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, September 18 at
6:30pm in Parlor.



Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, September 25 at
6:00pm in Chapel

GENERAL INFORMATION

Faith Community Nurse Notes for September:

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or

Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be
the marketing contact.
Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order
to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial
bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of
birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase
in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the
continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden
and Walkway.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Music Notes:
What's an “Ebenezer”? An Ebenezer is a “stone of help. (I
Samuel 7:12) “Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by Thy
help I've come” (UMH #400 “Come Thy Fount of Every
Blessing”, vs. 2). By God's grace and with his help, our
choir, bells, and praise team are coming to the end of the
summer. Thank God for his love and for the rich and
rewarding experience this has been, musically and in many
other ways. We have enjoyed the talents of several
wonderful soloists, and we are certainly grateful for them.
Our musicians are beautiful people – dedicated, devout and
faithful, as God has laid it upon their hearts to be. I pray
that God will keep us “in the palm of his hand” as we now
go forth into the fall (otherwise known as “football”)
season!
Suzanne Berndt

The Boy Scouts have already resumed
their weekly Wednesday evening meetings in Punch Hall
at 6:30 pm. They usually have a court of honor scheduled
for the end of Sept. to recognize their yearly achievements
and badges earned at summer camp. The Boy Scouts will
not be accepting girls nationally until next year; however,
Venturing has been around a long time for both girls and
boys ages 12-21. If you are interested in this program,
please feel free to contact me and I can guide you to a unit
that offers this program.
I also want to let you know that popcorn sales will
be occurring during September and October. If you don't
want to purchase the actual popcorn, you may want to
consider giving a military donation as product gets shipped
overseas to our armed forces. Please support our units in
helping the boys and girls get to summer camp and other
events in this great organization. We also have some families
that struggle with financial needs, whether they have one
child or several, to purchase uniforms, books, etc. Thank
you for consideration of them, as well.
We also want to thank our Grace Church for providing a
place for our meetings. Thank you on behalf of our units.
Yours in Christ,
Paula Wellbeloved, Unit Commissioner

Make a Difference Day!
Please join Grace United Methodist Church and members of
our community, October 27th from 9:00am – 12:00pm
working together in city parks! We will make a difference!
More information to follow soon!

