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Grace United Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

NEWSCASTER 2018 EDITION 

      

 

     Over the past few months, I have witnessed some of the very best of our church. I’ve seen dozens of volunteers serve  

     needy children and families through our annual Day 4 Hope event. I’ve seen the impact and the shared joy of our  

     Family Promise volunteers and guests as families are making great progress as they move from homelessness to stable  

     and sustainable housing. I’ve seen new children and parents experience the warm welcome of our Staff and teachers at    

     Grace Preschool as they began a new school year. I’ve watched people come alive to the power of God’s word through  

     the discipline of doing daily devotions through. I stood with the Youth of our church and their classmates at sunrise as  

     they gathered around the flagpole in front of Venice High School praying for their teachers and friends, for our  

     community and the world.  I’ve been inspired by children who are growing in their understanding of their faith and their  

     place in the church by being presented with Bibles and being a part of Children’s church and Kidz Club. I am truly 

     inspired to see so many of you responding to God’s call to make a difference in the lives of other people.  

 

     I have been inspired by the ways you care for one another in times of grief and difficulty. You’ve delivered meals to  

     people and visited them in the hospital, you’ve prayed for and with those who are hurting and carrying heavy burdens.     

     Families have been comforted and honored by your presence at a service in celebration of the life of their beloved  

     family member and blessed by the cookies and cakes and so lovingly and beautifully served at the reception that  

     followed.  Yes, it’s hard when we see people we love and admire struggling with health issues and even passing from  

     this life into life eternally with God, but you’ve been faithful and prayerful and strong. Even in the midst of your own  

     sadness, I’ve seen many of you stand in the gap for others who are grieving with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, 

     and witness. These past few months have been tough for several of our families. And I am grateful for the ways you  

     support each other and lift one another up in times of sorrow.  

 

     In addition to all of the above, our Trustees are busy doing work all over our campus.  A team of volunteers has begun    

     trimming trees while another faithful team is tackling the bushes and shrubs, pulling weeds and scattering mulch  

     throughout our planted beds and landscape. Work to create a Café space just outside of the Sanctuary is underway, and  

     in a few weeks the exterior of all of our buildings will be painted from top to bottom.   

 

     Pumpkins are on the way, and The Pumpkin Patch will soon be open for business. I look forward to hay rides and  

     Trunk-or Treat and volunteers extending a warm Grace-filled welcome to folks from all over our community as we  

     share the good news of God’s love and ours through this annual fall tradition.  

 

     Friends, as I look around, I am humbled and blessed to see the ways you are investing in ministry that is making a  

     difference in our community and our world. I am overwhelmed by your generosity and commitment as we seek to offer    

     Christ’s love to all. 

 

     Members and friends of Grace, I am proud of you.  And, I am proud to be your pastor.  

 

     Blessings,  

     Pastor Robin 



 

 

WEDNESDAYS! 
WESLEY DISCOV-

ERY 

JOIN US FOR  

SNACK SUPPERS 

@5:15. 

KIDZ CLUB @  6-7:15  
 

 

GUMC  
PARKING 

LOT 

 

OCTOBER 2018 
 

In October, we will be exploring what tools we can use today from    

families of our biblical past!  Teens already are exposed to the message 

that happiness is found in meeting society’s expectations and securing 

romantic love. For this reason, they are eager to fit in, buy the trendiest 

clothes and technology, and find someone to date, even if they haven’t 

begun developing romantic feelings. The story of Rachel and Leah is a 

powerful reminder that our true self-worth isn’t assigned to us by society 

or romantic partners; it comes from our identity as God’s beloved      

children.  Joseph’s story reminds us that family patterns, though deeply 

ingrained, can be broken. Forgiveness and reconciliation can overcome 

family dysfunction. This is a powerful message, especially for teens 

whose family lives are highly dysfunctional. While true healing may not 

be feasible in the present moment, it’s never too late for  families to heal.   

Martha’s struggle is relatable for anyone who has lost a loved one. 

Mary’s individual conversation with Jesus is cut short by the presence of 

mourners who have followed her from the house. As Jesus observes the 

grief Lazarus’ death has brought to this family and community, he 

weeps. Jesus is willing to accompany the sisters in their grief, through 

conversation or with tears. Jesus’ comforting presence is still available to 

us. We can remind our teens that they can share their sadness and            

disappointment with Jesus, and he will listen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

OCTOBER 2018 

 
This month in Deep Blue Kids , we are learning about how families 

work together and get along with one another. We will hear stories 
from both the Old Testament and the New Testament parts of the 

Bible. We will learn about blessings, forgiveness, reconciliation,  
taking care of one another, and priorities.  

How does your family work together?  
How does your family handle conflict?  

Take some time to become familiar with these stories so that you 
may talk about them at home.  

1. Family Blessings (Genesis 25:19-34; 27:1-46) 
2. Joseph and His Brothers (Genesis 37:1-36; 42:1–46:34)  

3. Moses and His Sister (Exodus 1:8–2:10) 
4.  Sisters (Luke 10:38-42) 

 

WEDNESDAYS! 
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES 

SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15  & STUDY @ 6 

FRIENDS WELCOME! 

 

CONTACT 
CHURCH     

OFFICE TO 
HOST A 
TRUNK 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Kenneth Carter, Florida Conference, Resident Bishop 

Rinaldo Hernandez, District Superintendent, SW District 

 

All Members of the Church, Ministers 

 

Robin Hager, Pastor 

Beverly McFarland, Administrator  

Suzanne Berndt, Organist/Director, Traditional Music 

Mary Jeanne Moorman, Pianist 

Rich Hager, Praise Team Leader 

Vicki Mackey, Student and Family Ministry Director 

Tia Fishburn, Office Assistant 

Frank Hall, Custodian 

Karen Bowles, Housekeeper 

 

 

 

 

GRACE VISION AND  

MISSION STATEMENTS 

 

VISION   

 

Where God’s grace is  

changing lives  

and making a difference  

 

 

 

                                MISSION  

 

We are a multigenerational 

community of faith  

called together by God’s 

grace to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world 

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 

 
 

  

Grace Preschool 

 
 
We are excited to welcome Venice 
Lions on October 16th and 17th whom 
will offer vision screenings to all  
students interested. 
 

Grace Preschool will be closed on 
October 19th for professional day. 
 
Grace students will participate in an 
on campus Halloween parade         
October 31st at 9:30a.m. Family and 
friends are welcome to attend and 
enjoy! 
 

Smile and Say “Cheese!”! Picture Day 

for all students will be November 6th 

and 7th! 



 If your birthday  
or anniversary is not 
listed but should be, 
or if there are any 

errors, please email 
or call the church 
office so that a 

correction can be 
made.  

Thank you! 

OCTOBER  VOLUNTEERS  

Harry Moses 
Jack Rex 

Joy Johnson 
Tami Weaver 

DATE        PICK-UP                  TAKE HOME  
 

October      7   Robert Waldron    Robert Waldron 

October    14   Steve Boone          Steve Boone  

October    21   Ron Schmitt          Ron Schmitt 

October    28   Ron Schmitt          Ron  Schmitt  

Date          Front Door                           Back Door 
 

October    7       Wanda & Louis Karasak                   John & Sharon Rex 

October  14       Edwina Anthony                              Lorraine and Gene Stover 

October  21       Jean Needham & Doris Smith         Bob Bansky 

October  28       Lynda Johnson                                 Linda Meadows  

  2   Robert & Deborah Koehler  
10   Matthew & Stacy Cary 
13   Mark & Barbara Hontz     
14   Michael & Janet Shahan 
15   Robert & Diane Slikas 
16   LeRoy & Patty Lamar 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1   Rev. Warren Wasson 
      Debbie Parsons  
 2   Mary Chambers 
      Nancy Baney  
 3   Hazel Mackey 
 5   Gary Kittendorf 
 6   Susan Homan  
 7   Sanford Earle 
      Annette Scott 
 8   Robert Slikas     
 9   Nancy Meiser 
      Jonathan Rich Howe 
10  Nancy Hoyt                                         
      Margaret Graff 
      Jane Sjoberg 
11  Margaret Tilton 
      William Lahmann 
12  Tia Fishburn 

13  Carolyn Gruda                       
      Cindy Charland 
14  Dorothy Kalchbrenner 
15  Mary Terese Stadelman 

16  Geraldyne Parsons 
      Lori Bibeault 
17   Bill Durrer 
18   Judith Johnson 

19   Patricia Corell 
       Ron Balduf 
      Vicki Mackey 
20  Helen Boruff                           
      Jocelyn Prrett                           
      William Pell 
21  Jake Waite 
22  George Vanderwall 
23  Joan McMahon 

       Jennifer Kranz 

 

24  Betty Andersen  
      Sherry Fleming  
25  Linda Langley 
      Larry Carmack 
27  Lauralyn Atz 
      Louise Kephart 
      Evan Kranz 
      Dennis Dulmer 
28  Beth Shahan 
      Larsi Claiborne 
      Brendon Kingsbury 
      Dorothy Mumford 
      Jean Needham 
      Carol Beyer                                
      Delores Wilson 
29  Susan Wood  
30  Susan Hoffman 
31  Janet Shahan  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach 

to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of     

drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to 

worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are 

flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in  

volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374. 

Venice and Englewood Lions Club  
 

Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is 

a large box located in the front office (main building) where 

you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing 

aids. 

 

For more information there are brochures located in the front 

office or you can call: 941-486-6065.  

Sunday Morning Team 
 

We have seven volunteers that open and lock up the church 

on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because 

we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the 

folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in 

joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at  

941-485-2634. 

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP 
Every active person in our Grace Church  

Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G! 

MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church 

MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church 

GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability 

Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group? 

MINISTRIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of someone in  assisted living,  

rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver), 

call the church office with their name and location.  We want 

to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a 

better job in reaching out to our homebound members.   

Thank you for your assistance.  

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.   

A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide  

high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care 

to people who are hurting. If you are called to 

be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a  

Stephen Minister, please speak to the  

Pastor.  

Greeters 11 AM Service 
We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace  

before the Traditional Service at both the front door and 

the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.  

Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a 

long time member, come regularly or not so often.  

Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want 

to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.  

To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or  

Mary Chambers 493-9644. 

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission 

 

 

 

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’  

including the expiration date.  Turn them in at the front  

office.  Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school 

supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission. 

They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks, 

there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there. 

It is usually very small on the back.   

 

This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary 

Conference located in a very poor section of our great  

country in SE Kentucky.  With labels that we might just 

throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the 

children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For 

other information contact:  Dorris Ann Wasson  

941-412-0847. 

MINISTRIES CONTINUED 

MISSIONS 



GIVING 

We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving 

Here are some options to choose from: 

 

1.  BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE 

BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your 

local bank just as you would your mortgage  

payment or your utility payment  

 

2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT 

TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization 

form signed at the church office. Please contact the church 

office for the authorization form. 

Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has 

been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer 

Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our 

church.  She was a charter member of Grace.  Because of 

her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship 

in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added 

to the scholarship in Freda’s name. 

 

    

 

Huge Country Store Sale in Punch Hall October 20, 2018 

from 9:00am Until 2:00pm 

COME, ENJOY AND SHOP! 

GROUPS  

GENERAL INFORMATION  

The Piecemakers’ News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Piecemakers have been busy creating quilts and other 

handmade items in anticipation of our Fall Open House. We 

are always open to new members. We have a variety of  

quilting and sewing projects to work on and welcome new 

ideas too. We meet in the East Wing on Wednesdays from 

9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Our mission is “to support each other in 

fellowship and love as we create quilts for our babies,       

shut-ins, and friends of Grace United Methodist Church who 

need comfort; and other hand-crafted gift items which                   

support our church and community missions financially".  

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend 

The Piecemakers’ Fall Open House 

November 16th and 17th 

 

SAVE THE DATE for DONUTS 
 

Enjoy a donut and coffee as a big Thank You to the whole  

congregation for your support, sponsored by the Methodist 

Men’s Travel Group. Donut Sunday, October 28. This is an 

opportunity for a treat and to receive hand out information 

from the  travel group for this season.  Contemporary  

Worship service will enjoy the donuts right after the church 

service at 10.  Donuts for the Traditional service from 10:30 

until the service begins.  

2nd annual Dream Walk to benefit 

Family Promise of South Sarasota County 

Saturday, November 10th at 9:00am 

Venice Presbyterian Church 

 

Please consider walking, donating or sponsoring the 2nd    

annual Dream Walk on Saturday, November 10th to benefit 

Family Promise of South Sarasota County. Our church                

partners with Family Promise to help provide housing, food 

and compassionate care to homeless families with young 

children in our community. Contact Steve Boone for more 

information or go to www.familypromise.org and click on 

Dream Walk 2018 to see how you can make a difference on 

the lives of these families. 

                  Volunteers Needed 

The Pumpkins are coming! 

 

PUMPKIN UNLOADING 

Saturday, October 13 at 8AM 
We are looking for a few good men, women and youth, 

actually we need quite a few, to assist in the selling of  

pumpkins & to unload! We have 2 options available for you 

to sign up for sale shifts: 

 

1. Go to our GUMC website, click on 2018 pumpkin 

patch tab and it will take you to the online sign up. 

 

2. Signup sheets are on tables every Sunday in the back of 

Pumpkins in all Shapes and sizes… for all your needs!!! 

Prices start as low as $1.00 and are priced according to the 

size of the pumpkin that you pick out. All proceeds go to our 

Mission Committee to help sponsor mission trips and out 

missionaries. While supplies last we have mini pumpkins 

that are great for  teachers and classroom activities… Hurry! 

Bring your family, neighbors and friends and bring your 

camera lots of opportunities to take those fun family        

pictures!! 

Pumpkin Patch Hours  

Monday – Saturday, 9:30 – 7:30pm                                                        

Sunday, 11:30am – 7:30pm                                                                    

Open October 13th – October 31st  

OCTOBER  
 1. 

7:30am UMM 

Men’s Club Coffee 

and Donuts, PH  

2.  

9:15am  

Preschool Chapel, 

Sanctuary 

3. 4. 5. 6. 

7.  

Communion  

 

10am & 12pm Flu 

Shots, PH  

 

3:00pm Disciple 

Bible Study, PH  

8. 

9:15am  

Preschool Chapel, 

Sanctuary 

9.  

Newscaster info DUE 

 

8:00am Finance 

Meeting, PH Conf. 

Rm. 

 

6:00pm Board of 

Trustees Meeting, 

Parlor 

10. 

1:30pm VOTI  

Communion, VOI 

 

6:30pm Stephens 

Ministry, Youth 

Rm.  

 

 

 

11. 12. 13. 

9:00am   

Pumpkins  

Arrive, side 

lawn 

 

Pumpkin Patch 

Opens ! 

14. 

3:00pm Disciple 

Bible Study , PH 

 

11:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

15. 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

 

16. 

9:00am Venice Lions 

Screenings, Rm 108 

9:15am  

Preschool Chapel, 

Sanctuary 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

3:00pm SLA        

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

6:30pm Staff Parish 

Meeting, Parlor 

 

17. 

9:00am Venice 

Lions Screenings, 

Rm 108 

 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

 

18. 

8:30am               

Preschool Board 

Meeting, Parlor  

 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

 

 

19. 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

 

20. 

8:00 Country 

Store Annual 

Sale , PH 

 

 

 

 

9:30am   

Pumpkin 

Patch, side 

lawn 

21. 

3:00pm Disciple 

Bible Study , PH 

 

11:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

22. 9:15am  

Preschool Chapel, 

Sanctuary 

 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

 

23. 9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm SLA        

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

6:00pm Church  

Council Meeting, 

Chapel  

24. 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

25. 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

26. 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

27. 

9:00am Charge 

Conference, 

Christ UMC 

 

9:30am   

Pumpkin 

Patch, side 

lawn 

28.  

Donut Day, TFEC 

11:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

3:00pm Disciple 

Bible Study , PH 

 

5:00pm Trunk or 

Treat, Big Parking 

Lot  

29. 

 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

 

 

30. 9:15am  

Preschool Chapel, 

Sanctuary 

 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

3:00pm SLA        

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

31. 

 

9:30am Pumpkin 

Patch, side lawn 

 

 

3:00pm SLA   

Basketball, TFEC 

GYM 

   

EVERY SUNDAY 

  8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC 

  9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC 

  9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108 
  9:30 Adult Sunday School,  
              Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW 

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207 

10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200 

10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:  
             Connecting Class, Room 108,YourTurn, Parlor B 

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

   

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis 

EVERY MONDAY 
10:30 Piano, Music Rm 

10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC  

  5:00 Prayer Group, Chapel 

EVERY TUESDAY 

10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor 

10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC 
  5:30 GraceTones, Music Room 

  6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/   

          WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC   
          108/201/202 

  7:00 AA, Meeting Room C 

  7:00 Emmaus Men’s Meeting,  
          Library 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

  9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH  

10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC  

  5:15 Snack Super, TFEC 
  6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC  

  6:00 Grace Grow Groups - (The Circle       

  Maker, Parole) (Grateful, RM 108) (The  
  Grave Robber, RM 103) 

  6:30 Stephens Ministry, Library (Every Other Week) 

  6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm 
  6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW 

  7:00 Al Anon, MR-C  

EVERY THURSDAY 

10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC 

  6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)  

  7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC 
  7:00 AA, Meeting Room C 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 
  9:00 Threadcatchers PH, EW 

10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC  

 
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm 

http://www.familypromise.org


MEETINGS 

October  

 

 Finance Meeting: Tuesday, October  9th at 8:00am in 

Punch Hall Back Conference Room. 

 

 Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, October  9th at 

6:00pm in the Parlor. 

 

 Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, October  16th at 

6:30pm in Parlor. 

 

 Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, October  23rd at 

6:00pm in Chapel  

NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:  
Please submit all articles by October 9th for inclusion in the 

November Newscaster. Thank you!  

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space and 

equipment will be available to you and your ministry and 

applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff. 

 

1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any 

rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be 

checked and paperwork completed for the office and  

custodian. 

2. Groups currently using rooms: If your  group needs a 

larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we 

need to know so we can be sure your needs are being 

met. 

3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have 

tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,  

paperwork is required.  

4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or  

van for your ministry, please get with the office  

manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10 

business days pr ior  to dr iving and the schedule needs 

to be checked.  

Due Date Information:  

1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the 

date. 

2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in 

the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin 

board. 

Please contact the church office for any of these  

requests.  

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED  

CALENDAR INFORMATION 

In the Hospital? If you or  a loved one goes in the  

hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and  

notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient 

listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know 

if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone 

calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your 

help.  

 

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order 

to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial 

bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of 

birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase 

in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the      

continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden 

and Walkway.  

Orders for bricks will be batched in increments of no less 

than five so it may take some time for your brick to be 

placed in the walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held 

quarterly. We will notify you of the date and time should 

you wish to attend. Forms are located in the Church front 

office. Return the completed form and check in the amount 

of $100. 

Venice MainStreet 
 

Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which 

gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park 

Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We 

also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your 

group/ministry would like to take advantage of this       

marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below. 

Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for          

marketing, I will do my best to get this information       

submitted. Best to send in early… 

 

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or                

       announcements. 

a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements. 

b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I      

      can  meet the deadline for submission.. 

 

Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be 

the marketing contact.  

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our  

worship areas by placing flowers on the altar.  Flowers can 

be given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or 

friends.  Bouquets are $35.00 each  or  $65.00 for  two and 

yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the 

flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to 

fill out in the church office.  

GENERAL INFORMATION  GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

REMINDER - October 7th (Sunday) at Grace UMC there 

will be 2 sessions for you to get your Flu Shot.  One time at 

10:00-11:00 am and then again from 12:00-1 p.m. in Punch 

Hall.  Bring your insurance cards. Look for the poster to be 

placed around the church grounds soon!!  Sarasota County 

Nurses will be providing the flu shots. 

 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child Takes Off! 
 

This Christmas, you can share the love and hope of Jesus 

Christ with a needy child by using a simple shoe box.                   

Operation Christmas Child is an easy mission project for 

every person or family in the church.  Fill a shoe box and 

bring it to the church.   

 

Operation Christmas Child sends a message of hope to              

children in desperate situations around the world through gift

-filled shoe boxes and Christian literature.  What begins in 

the heart of someone who cares can change eternity for a 

child and his family. Since 1993 this program has provided 

an opportunity for individuals of all ages to be involved in a 

simple, hands-on missions project that reaches out to                       

children around the world while focusing on the true                 

meaning of Christmas—Jesus Christ, God's greatest gift. 

Last year more than 11.3 million boxes were collected and 

distributed in over 100 countries. The Gospel was shared in 

over 45 languages. 

 

You can use a preprinted Operation Christmas Child box 

available during the month of October, or your own box.  If 

you are using your own box, please wrap the bottom and the 

lid separately. Do not seal the box.  Please put a rubber band 

around it, label it boy or girl, and enclose $9 to help with 

shipping costs.  

 

Brochures with suggestions for gifts and instructions as well 

as pre-printed red boxes will be available at information  

tables or in the church office during the month of October. 

 

Deadline for returning your box to the church is                             

NOVEMBER 11.  Boxes will be taken to the distr ibution 

point in Sarasota County on November 12.   

 

You can be a part of this amazing program. What’s really 

inside each box you prepare?  Not just toys and gifts, but 

love, hope, joy and an opportunity to share the message of 

God’s love with children all over the world. 

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE NOTES:   October’s Focus on 

Bone Health 
 
Keeping our Bones Strong & Healthy:  Osteoporosis is a great  

concern among older folks. 50% of women and 25% of men will 

fracture a bone at some point due to osteoporosis.  There are some 

simple steps that can be taken to prevent this event from           

happening. 
 

1.) Make Healthy Food Choices with a variety of nutrients         

including calcium and vitamins C and D and K.  Examples are low 

fat dairy products like yogurt, cheeses; Salmon, tuna, sardines, 

white beans and tofu.  Fruits & Veggies include necessary                    

vitamins and minerals. Eat 5 Fruits and/or Veggies a day!  

 

2.) Supplement your diet with Vitamin D3, B vitamins and C.  Be  

cautious about high doses of calcium - talk with your doctor or a 

nutritionist. Get a Dexa Scan to see where your levels of bone  

density are. 

 

3.) Quit Smoking - smoking lowers your bone mass and affects 

every bodily organ for vitality. 

 

4.) Moderate Alcohol and Soda Intake: Over consumption of both 

these drinks reduce your Bone density. Consider water, juices, 

flavored water, nut milks, teas. 
 

5.) Exercise and Maintain a Healthy Body Weight.  Exercise will 

strengthen bones, they become stronger when active.  Check with 

your Dr. before starting any exercise program. Daily walks are 

beneficial in many ways - mind, body and soul.  Rebounding is 
Good for bone density too and easy on the joints. 
 

6.) Spend time in the Sun to soak up Vitamin D levels.  Have your 

Vitamin D levels checked at your annual Dr.’s visit.  5-30 minutes 

of sunlight a couple of times a week is good. Good Vitamin D  

levels should be between 30 and 60. Supplement Vitamin D3 

when necessary. 
 

7.) Review your medications with your Dr. and ask if any are        

affecting your bones?  If so can they be adjusted or 

changed.  Know side effects of your meds. 
 

8. Consider Treatment Options if you have osteoporosis or        

osteopenia (pre-cursor to osteoporosis) Talk with your Dr.  Have a 

Dexa Scan done every 2 - 4 years to see where you are at for bone 

density. 

 

Cindy Charland 

 

Library Resources –  In addition to books the Venice Public       

Library subscribes to the latest issue of Christian Century,         

Commentary, Commonweal and journals on current affairs,              

business and investing, science, health cars and hobbies. National 

magazines include, Time, Forbes, New England Journal of                   

Medicine, Atlantic, Reader’s Digest, and Vogue. USA Today, The 

New York Times, The Wall Street Journal and local newspaper 

are available. Well worth a visit.                                                                                           

                              

Paul Cline, Church Member  

http://years.to/

