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Greetings Members and Friends of Grace!

LABEL

I love God and I love our church! Honestly, all I have to do is look around on any Sunday morning to witness the
joy and enthusiasm of God’s love at work in our church. God is up to something wonderful here at Grace United
Methodist Church and all of us should feel a sense of hopefulness about the future.

In the past year, so many of you have worked hard and the result can be seen in growth in almost every area of
ministry. The average number of persons who are attending worship this year is up by 14%, and the number of
children in Children’s church and Kid’s Club has increased too. There are more people of every age deepening
their faith in Sunday school classes, weekday book studies and Bible studies and other small groups. And, there
are more people in our community being touched through the mission efforts of our Men’s and Women’s
ministries along with Family Promise. By God’s grace we are growing and we are making a difference in
people’s lives in our church, in our community and beyond. It is evident that God is up to something here at
Grace UMC!
Our VISION is to be a church where God’s grace is changing lives and making a difference.
I am grateful for all of the members and friends of Grace who partner with us to fulfill our MISSION of being a
multigenerational community of faith called together by God’s grace to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Friend’s our strategy is working! We continue to launch new ministries intended to help people CONNECT
with God and one another, GROW and mature in faith, and SERVE one another and others in Jesus’ name.
It’s a healthy sign, that more and more people are finding something they are passionate about and offering their
time and talents to serve. As a church, we are all in this together and each one of us has the opportunity to support
and promote the work of the church.
Because our operating budget is raised entirely from folks in the pews, your pledge of financial support is important.
Your pledge will enable us to plan for ministry in 2019. Your generous commitment of support will mean worship
and music ministries, youth, adult and children’s programs, global missions and community outreach, can continue
and grow. As you consider your pledge, I ask you to prayerfully consider how you might be able to stretch just a bit
more so we can keep moving forward with the exciting ministry that God has entrusted us with here at Grace UMC
in Venice!

On Sunday, November 18, during both of our worship services, everyone is invited to return a pledge card and
make or renew our commitments for 2019. Rich and I look forward to increasing our pledge, knowing that it
represents our faithful response to God, and our hopes for the coming year of ministry with you in ministry at
Grace UMC.
Thank you for your ongoing generosity and faithfulness to Grace UMC. God is doing great things in and through
our congregation and desires to do so much more.
As always, I am blessed to serve as your pastor!
With a gratitude and grace,
Pastor Robin
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WEDNESDAYS!
WESLEY
DISCOVERY
JOIN US FOR
SNACK SUPPERS
@5:15.
KIDZ CLUB @ 6-7:15

This month we will look at stories that illustrate the diversity of the
word family. The story of Ruth and Naomi sticking together during
difficult times is a story of love and loyalty. Hannah kept her
promise to dedicate her son to God’s service. Samuel began
serving God at an early age when Hannah brought him to the
temple to live with and help Eli the priest. An important aspect of
the widow’s story is that the woman asked for help. The story of
Esther is an exciting one with all the elements of a good fairy
tale—a courageous heroine who is an orphan (Esther), raised by a
kindly older relative (Mordecai); a foolish, malleable king (King
Ahasuerus); and a vain villain who attempted to misuse his power
(Haman). In spite of its appeal, Esther’s story poses challenges for
Christians and modern readers. Take some time to become
familiar with these stories so that you may talk about them at
home.
1. Naomi and Ruth (The Book of Ruth)
2. Hannah, Samuel, and Eli (1 Samuel 1:1-28; 3:1-21)
3. The Widow and Her Sons (2 Kings 4:1-7)
4. Esther and Mordecai (The Book of Esther)
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As we begin a new month within our year of looking at families,
we will explore different types of families represented in the Bible
to get a better picture of what God’s family looks like. The story of
Ruth and Naomi shows we have the choice in who we include in
our family. Ruth chose to stay with Naomi, to support her. We will
see another unconventional family, Hannah, Samuel, and Eli. In
her prayers, Hannah was committed to giving back to God any
child she bore for service for the temple. Through Hannah’s
willingness to let her family serve God, Eli’s willingness to raise
Samuel to be a religious leader, and Samuel’s willingness to follow
God’s call, Samuel became a great leader in Israel. We will learn
about Jonathan and David and how they represent one of the most
profound friendships in the Bible! They were more like brothers
than friends. To finish up the month, we will talk about Esther and
Mordecai. Esther’s story can be an enjoyable lesson, an orphan
being raised by her cousins, a still practiced festival of Purim.
Throughout the month we have explored that all families look alike
and whatever kind of family we have it is the love and support and
how we grow in faith.

GRACE VISION AND
MISSION STATEMENTS
VISION
Where God’s grace is
changing lives
and making a difference

Grace Preschool
Smile and Say “Cheese!”! Picture Day for
all students will be November 6th and 7th!
Our annual Thanksgiving Feast will be
held November 19th to all students and
staff in Punch Hall.
Grace Preschool will be closed November
21st – November 23rd for Thanksgiving
break.

MISSION

WEDNESDAYS!
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES
SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15 & STUDY @ 6
FRIENDS WELCOME!

We are a multigenerational
community of faith
called together by God’s
grace to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world

We hope that everyone has a Happy
Thanksgiving!

If your birthday
or anniversary is not
listed but should be,
or if there are any
errors, please email
or call the church
office so that a
correction can be
made.
Thank you!

1 Bryon Clinger
2 Russell McManamy
Altha Bartone
3 Carol Erb
4 Janet Cavallo
Emilia Cary
5 Susan Haines
Kerri Dieffenwierth
6 Nikki Curry
7 Robert Koehler
Andrew Hager
10 Jim Goetluck
11 Blake Thompson
Allene Post

12 Jon Allen
Karen Mack
13 Doug Fingles
Shane Toepfer
James Dieffenwierth
14 Marge Buchanan
15 Bob Brown
16 David Levan
Elise Brooker
Matthew Cary
17 Shellie Matosky
Freddie Alban
Terry Winfrey
Scott Waite

7
8
13
20
22
27

18 Thomas Whittaker
19 Lee Baur
20 Dorothy Behm
Janet Roberts
21 Harold Dore
William Burroughs
23 Noreen Fisher
26 Jim Tallman
Gayle Winn
27 Arla Henthorn
28 Louis Karasek

MINISTRIES

Clint & Tammy Dreyer
Eric & Joanna Eckberg
Ed & Teri-Jo Scott
David & Beth Levan
Lamont & Linda Andrews
Bryon & Toni Clinger

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
to people who are hurting. If you are called to
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a
Stephen Minister, please speak to the
Pastor.

DATE

PICK-UP

November 4
November 11
November 21
November 25

Steve Boone
Steve Boone
Robert Waldron Robert Waldron
Ron Schmitt
Ron Schmitt
Steve Boone
Steve Boone

TAKE HOME

Date

Front Door

Back Door

November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

Pat & Don McLeod
Diane & Paul Cline
Lois Bickel
Karen Mack & John & Sara Lee Sanborn

Sara & Jack Slight
Linda Sparr
Lucy Denler
Lucas Temple

MINISTRIES CONTINUED
Greeters 11 AM Service

If you know of someone in assisted living,
rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver),
call the church office with their name and location. We want
to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a
better job in reaching out to our homebound members.
Thank you for your assistance.

NOVEMBER VOLUNTEERS

Harry Becker
Bob Bainbridge
Mel & Phyllis Johns

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP
Every active person in our Grace Church
Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G!
MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church
MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church
GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability
Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group?

We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace
before the Traditional Service at both the front door and
the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.
Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a
long time member, come regularly or not so often.
Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want
to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.
To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or
Mary Chambers 493-9644.

MISSIONS
Venice and Englewood Lions Club
Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is
a large box located in the front office (main building) where
you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing
aids.
For more information there are brochures located in the front
office or you can call: 941-486-6065.

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach
to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of
drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to
worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are
flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374.

Sunday Morning Team
We have a few volunteers that open and lock up the church
on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because
we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the
folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at
941-485-2634.

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’
including the expiration date. Turn them in at the front
office. Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school
supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission.
They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks,
there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there.
It is usually very small on the back.
This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary
Conference located in a very poor section of our great
country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just
throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the
children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For
other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson
941-412-0847.

GIVING

November

GROUPS

We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving
Here are some options to choose from:
1. BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE
BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your
local bank just as you would your mortgage
payment or your utility payment
2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT
TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization
form signed at the church office. Please contact the church
office for the authorization form.
Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has
been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer
Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our
church. She was a charter member of Grace. Because of
her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship
in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added
to the scholarship in Freda’s name.

GROUPS
Piecemakers’ Fall Open House

Friday & Saturday, November 16 & 17
8 am – 1 pm
‘The quilters’ have been busy creating many new handmade items
for our fall sale.
We have a wonderful selection of fall and holiday decor, many
quilts in all sizes, gifts for children, a variety of aprons, purses,
household items…and much more.
Please plan to come and browse, enjoy refreshments, and visit
with the Piecemakers.
Proceeds will benefit our church and missions in the community.

The Piecemakers’ News
We meet in the East Wing on Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 2:00
pm. New members are always welcomed. We have a variety of
quilting and sewing projects to work on and are open to new ideas
too. Our mission is “to support each other in fellowship and love
as we create quilts for our babies, shut-ins, and friends of Grace
United Methodist Church who need comfort; and other
hand-crafted gift items which support our church and community
missions financially".

UMM Travel Club

Come with us to see Elf the musical December 8, 2018 at
Broadway Palm Theater in Ft. Myers. Cost will be $80.00
per person to include: Charter Bus, Buffet Lunch,
Performance. Bus will leave the Church at 10:00am. Sign up
sheets are in the Church Lobby. Call John Milton with any
questions 484-7975.

4.
All Saints/Brick
Dedication

5.
7:30am UMM
meeting, PH

6.
7:30am Precious
People Portraits,
TFEC Lobby

Communion Sunday

9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

12.
3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

Grace Book Lovers
th

Meet: Tuesday, November 27 at 10:00am
Theme: Memoirs
Books: Educated by Tara Westover or others related to cults
Leader: Diane Kingsbury.
All are welcome. Restaurant lunch afterward is optional.
No Meeting in December.

2.
9:30 Venice
Lions Recycling,
TFEC

3.
8:00am
Pancake
Breakfast,
TFEC

8.
5:30pm Rotary
Appreciation
Dinner, Punch
Hall

9.

10.
9:00am
Family
Promise
Dream walk,
Venice
Presb.
Church
9:00am Life
Grp, Parlor

16.
8:00am
Piecemakers
Open House,
Punch Hall

17.
8:00am
Pancake
Breakfast,
TFEC

3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

11.

7.
7:30am Precious
People Portraits,
TFEC Lobby

1.

6:30pm Stephens
Ministry, Youth
RM
13.
8:00am Finance
Meeting, PH Back
Conf. Rm.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary
9:30am UMW
Meeting and
Luncheon, PH/WW
Newscaster Info DUE
6:00pm Board of
Trustees Meeting,
Parlor

14.
1:30pm, Men’s
Travel Club
meeting, Parlor

15.
8:30am
Preschool Board
meeting, Parlor

1:30 VOTI
Communion, VOI

6:30pm Scouts
Dist. Meeting,
Punch Hall

8:00am
Piecemakers
Open House,
Punch Hall

3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

18.
Children's Coin
Ministry
3:00pm Piano/
Organ Concert,
Sanctuary

19.
7:30am Preschool
Thanksgiving Feast,
Punch Hall
3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

20.
9:30am UMW Circles
Grp, EW/WW/ PH
Conf. Rm
6:30pm Staff Parish
Meeting, Parlor

21.
No Kidz Club /
Youth or Grow
Grps

22.
Thanksgiving
Church Office
Closed

23.

25.
Family Promise,
TFEC

26.
Family Promise,
TFEC

27. Family Promise,
TFEC
9:00am Preschool
Christmas Prg.
Rehearsal, TFEC
Stage
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary
10:00am Grace Book
Lovers, Mtg Rm C.
6:00pm Church
Council, Chapel

28.
Family Promise,
TFEC

29.
Family Promise,
TFEC

30.
Family Promise,
TFEC

24.
Christmas
Parade

GENERAL INFORMATION
2nd annual Dream Walk to benefit
Family Promise of South Sarasota County
Saturday, November 10th at 9:00am
Venice Presbyterian Church

Hello Grace family and friends! The 2nd Annual Family
Promise Dream Walk will be Saturday November
10 beginning at 9 a.m. at Venice Presbyterian Church. This
is the major fund raiser for the year for Family
Promise. The monies raised by this event support the
mission of Family Promise of South Sarasota County, which
is to provide housing, food and compassionate care to
homeless families with young children in South County and
help situational homeless families find and maintain
sustainable housing. How can you help? Put a team of
walkers together; be a corporate or individual sponsor; or
simply come and walk or make a contribution. Please
contact Steve Boone (488-6716 or sboone@boone-law.com)
for more information or visit our
website: www.familypromisessc.org and click on Dream
Walk 2018. I look forward to a great turnout from Grace
United Methodist Church!

9:00am Preschool
Christmas Prg.
Rehearsal, TFEC
Stage
3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

3:00pm SLA
Basketball, TFEC

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis
EVERY SUNDAY
8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC
9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC
9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108
9:30 Adult Sunday School,
Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207
10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200
10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:
Connecting Class, Room 108,YourTurn, Parlor B

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

EVERY MONDAY
10:30 Piano, TFEC Rm 108
10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC
5:00 Prayer Group, Chapel
EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor
10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC
5:30 GraceTones, Music Room
6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/
WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC
108/201/202
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
5:15 Snack Supper, TFEC
6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC
6:00 Grace Grow Groups - (The Circle
Maker, Parlor) (Grateful, RM 108) (The
Grave Robber, RM 103)
6:30 Stephens Ministry,Youth Rm(Every Other Week)
6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm
6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW
7:00 Al Anon, MR-C

EVERY THURSDAY
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)
7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
EVERY FRIDAY
9:00 Threadcatchers PH, EW
10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space and

ALTAR FLOWERS

equipment will be available to you and your ministry and
applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff.
1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any
rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be
checked and paperwork completed for the office and
custodian.
2. Groups currently using rooms: If your gr oup needs a
larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we
need to know so we can be sure your needs are being
met.
3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have
tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,
paperwork is required.
4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or
van for your ministry, please get with the office
manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10
business days pr ior to dr iving and the schedule needs
to be checked.
Due Date Information:
1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the
date.
2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in
the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin
board.
Please contact the church office for any of these
requests.

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our
worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can
be given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or
friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for two and
yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the
flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to
fill out in the church office.

Venice MainStreet
Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which
gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park
Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We
also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your
group/ministry would like to take advantage of this
marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below.
Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for
marketing, I will do my best to get this information
submitted. Best to send in early…

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or
announcements.
a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements.
b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I
can meet the deadline for submission..
Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be
the marketing contact.

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order
to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial
bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of
birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase
in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the
continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden
and Walkway.
Orders for bricks will be batched in increments of no less
than five so it may take some time for your brick to be
placed in the walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held
quarterly. We will notify you of the date and time should
you wish to attend. Forms are located in the Church front
office. Return the completed form and check in the amount
of $100.
In the Hospital? If you or a loved one goes in the
hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and
notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient
listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know
if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone
calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your
help.

CALENDAR INFORMATION
NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:

GENERAL INFORMATION

GENERAL INFORMATION

Faith Community Nurse Notes for November: STROKE
A stroke happens when the brain does not get enough
blood. This kills brain cells. Many adults die from strokes.
Strokes can change the way a person thinks, speaks, sees,
and moves. After a stroke, it may be harder to care for
yourself or to have a job.

Pancake Breakfast Saturday, November 3rd at 8:00am.
If you like to help out or volunteer call the church office if
you have any questions at 941-488-1374.

The good news is many people who have had a stroke can
get back some or all of their skills. Speech and physical
therapy can help.
2 Major Causes of stroke: 1. A blood clot from another part
of the body blocks a blood vessel or artery in the brain. 2.
An artery bleeds in or around the brain.
Who is at risk? Adults over the age of 40 equally male or
female. People of all races are at risk for stroke. African
Americans are almost twice as likely to die or have more
damage from a stroke as caucasians.

The Pancake Breakfast and Country Store sales will be the
1St & 3rd Saturday of each month beginning in November
through April. Donations always accepted. If you need help
packing up items or need them picked up contact
Judy Johnson 941-488-6929.

How to lower your risk of stroke: 1. Control your blood
pressure. 2. Control your diabetes. 3. Stop smoking. 4.
Exercise daily
Don’t ignore signs of a stroke: * your face feels numb.
*Your arm or leg gets weak or numb. *You lose part or all
or your sight in one or both eyes. * You have a hard time
talking and /or understanding other people. * You get a very
bad headache for no reason. * You get dizzy or fall all of a
sudden. CALL 911 if you have any of these signs!

Please submit all articles by November 13th for inclusion in
the December Newscaster. Thank you!

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
The Sacred Piano and Organ Duets of Joel Raney
Mary Jeanne Moorman, piano
and
Gene Hodges, organ
Sunday, November 18, 2018, at 3:00pm
Grace United Methodist Church Sanctuary

MEETINGS
November


Finance Meeting: Tuesday, November 13th at
8:00am in Punch Hall Back Conference Room.



Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, November
13th at 6:00pm in the Parlor.



Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, November 20th at
6:30pm in Parlor.



Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, November 27th
at 6:00pm in Chapel

GUMC will be participating in this year’s Christmas parade!
We are collecting candy to pass out along the parade route.
The best time to find great deals on candy is right after Halloween! If you see any Halloween candy on sale in the next
few weeks please consider picking some up and donating it
to us for the Christmas parade! Thank You!

A HUGE thank you to the 20 hard workers from GUMC
who worked on October 27th on Make a Difference Day in
Venice! The job was to spread mulch, pick up large sticks
and clean playground equipment at Venezia Park on the
Island. Well done!

