
On Friday, September 25th, Governor DeSantis announced that Florida 
would be entering into the  Phase 3 Plan for Reopening.  What does this 
change mean for Grace United Methodist Church? 
 
The Relaunch Guide Team, acting on the recommendation of the leaders 
of the Florida Conference has opted to maintain the procedures currently 
in place regarding worship, church office operations, and smaller group 
meetings. This decision is consistent with current recommendations from 
both the Florida Department of Health and the Center for Disease Con-
trol. 
 
Recommendations include: 
1. Wear a mask that covers both nose and mouth 
2. Maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet 
3. Avoid crowds, closed spaces, and close contact 
4. Wash hands and use hand sanitizer frequently 
5. Clean and sanitize frequently touched surfaces 
6. No congregational singing during in-person worship 
 
Over the past three weeks, the positive test rate for the state has been un-
der 5%, and for Sarasota County under 3%.  This is good news and is tes-
tament to the willingness of people, in the absence of a vaccine, to follow 
the recommendations above.  However, as has been true from the begin-
ning of this pandemic, “the elderly and those with underlying medical 
problems … are more likely to develop serious ill-
ness” (floridahealthcovid19.gov), and “some people without symptoms are 
likely spreaders of the disease” (CDC.gov). 
 
While we believe our procedures make the worship experience and other 
activities at Grace as safe as possible, we recognize that the decision to at-
tend in person worship is a personal one.  We ask that you continue to 
prayerfully consider these 6 recommendations in light of your own health 
situation when making your decision.  
 
We all pray for the day when our lives will return to some semblance of 
normal, but we believe that day has not yet come for our church family. Be 
assured that we will continue to offer both in-person and online worship 
and ministries and seek to improve and expand our opportunities to 
CONNECT, GROW, SERVE, SHARE and CELEBRATE God’s grace. 
 
Stay well and know that you are loved and missed. 
 
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Robin and The Relaunch Guide Team 
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Operation Christmas Child Takes Off! 

 

Even though many of us are not physically together, we are still united in 
faith and love. Now more than ever, children need to hear about God’s 
amazing love. You can share the love and hope of Jesus Christ with a 
needy child by using a simple shoe box. Operation Christmas Child is an 
easy mission project for every person or family in the church.  

Operation Christmas Child sends a message of hope to children around 
the world through gift-filled shoe boxes and Christian literature.   Since 
1993 more than 178 million children in over 150 countries have re-
ceived an Operation Christmas Child Box. 

Use a preprinted box or your own shoebox.  If you are using your own 
box, please wrap the bottom and the lid separately. Do not seal the box.  
Put a rubber band around it, label it boy or girl, and enclose $9 to help 
with shipping costs.  

Brochures with suggestions for gifts and instructions as well as pre-
printed boxes will be available in October. Return your box to the 
church by November 15. 

If you can’t shop or don’t have the time you can build a box online. Go 
to http://www.samaritanpurse.org/operation-christmas-child/
buildonline/ 

You can be a part of this amazing program. What’s really inside each box 
you prepare?  Not just toys and gifts, but love, hope, joy and an oppor-
tunity to share the message of God’s love with children around the 
world. 
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We welcomed our new and returning families to Grace Preschool on 
August 31st for the 2020-2021 school year. Although we opened with 
lower enrollment than is typical, it has been an excellent start to the new 
school year. All of us at Grace Preschool are excited to retain our 5+ 
STAR rating for this school year, through Look for the STARS program. 
We were notified by the Early Learning Coalition that we retained this 
“because we consistently had a high STAR rating for the last three years” 
and “because we are such a high quality program.” Things are going as 
well as they can be, operating under COVID-19 enhanced health and 
safety procedures. We were also pleased to receive “Best Preschool,” 
Venice from the 2020 Venice Readers Choice –Herald Tribune. 

Reading Bible Plan 

October 

1.  ROMANS 7 

2.  ROMANS 8 

3.  ROMANS 9 

4.  ROMANS 10 

5.  ROMANS 11 

6.  ROMANS 12 

7.  ROMANS 13 

8.  ROMANS 14 

9.  ROMANS 15 

10.   ROMANS 16 

11.  1 CORINTHIANS 1 

12.   1 CORINTHIANS 2 

13.  1 CORINTHIANS 3 

14.   1 CORINTHIANS 4 

15.   1 CORINTHIANS 5 

16.  1 CORINTHIANS 6 

17.   1 CORINTHIANS 7 

18.   1 CORINTHIANS 8 

19.  1 CORINTHIANS 9 

20.   1 CORINTHIANS 10 

21.   1 CORINTHIANS 11 

22.   1 CORINTHIANS 12 

23.   1 CORINTHIANS 13 

24.   1 CORINTHIANS 14 

25.   1 CORINTHIANS 15 

26.   1 CORINTHAINS 16 

27.   2 CORINTHAINS 1 

28.  2 CORINTHIANS 2 

29.   2 CORINTHIANS 3 

30.   2 CORINTHIANS 4 

31.   2 CORINTHIANS 5 
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