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At Easter dinner, Rich and I once again joked about who was going to serve as the DRP (Designated Religious Person) and say the             

blessing over the meal. We joked about how every family has one, and about how it is an honor bestowed upon the person who is seen as 

being most closely connected to God, even in families where the practice of faith is not always central.   

 

That brief conversation with Rich made me think about how important it is that each of us take seriously our role as ministers, especially 

in the lives of people whose practice of faith is not central.  

 

We are ministers, one and all, it says so on the back of our church bulletin every week. If you don’t believe me, take a look.  All of the 

members of Grace UMC are ministers.  For some, that the notion of being a minister might seem intimidating, but being a minister doesn't 

mean that we’ve gone to seminary, it simply means that we take responsibility for ministering to those around us, that we serve as                

ministers, “pastors” and “priests” to our families, our neighborhoods, our schools and local businesses.”  

 

Each one of us as ministers has two roles, 1.) Lift up Jesus and 2.) Love others in his name.  As ministers are pastoral, we care, we                

sympathize, we deliver meals or write a card, pick up someone to go to the doctor or invite a neighbor over for coffee or dinner. We just 

care about the people God cares about (everyone), and so we act then as ministers. As ministers we are also priestly in that we intercede 

for our families, our neighbors, our schools and businesses and our community. We talk to God about problems and joys that others share 

with us; we carry their burdens in prayer to God who loves them too. These two roles help us to share the good news of Jesus’ love with 

those who are not always connected to church or to Jesus.   

 

In Michael Frost’s book called, “Surprise the World! Five Habits of Highly Missional People,” he reinforces this notion of being the DRP 

or ministers. He identifies five habits “pastors and priests” do – they bless others, they eat with others, they listen to others, they learn 

from others and they are sent. He writes about how we can reorient the rhythms of life in order to have a missional impact on the world in 

which we live. 

 

To BLESS is to be generous with giving praise, with acts of kindness, giving gifts that are beneficial to others. The habit we seek to                              

cultivate is to seek to bless 3 people each week, 2 in the church and 1 who is not.  

 

We all like to eat and have to EAT so this week I’ll eat with 2 people who are in the church and one who is not. Can you imagine what 

that would be like in our neighborhoods if each of us sought one person each week who wasn’t a member of the church and shared a meal 

with them? Wow!  

 

The third habit Frost mentions that his church does to live missionaly is to LISTEN. Listen to God every day, set time aside and let God 

into your life.  

 

Okay so we have 3 habits so far, now number 4 is to spend one period a week to LEARN to be more Christlike. In other words, to                   

marinate your mind in the Gospels of Jesus. Matthew, Mark, Luke and John spend all their time talking about Jesus’ life and recording 

what he said. If we are to be a Christ follower it only makes sense to, well, know what Jesus was about.  

 

The 5th habit of highly missional people according to Michael Frost is being SENT, to begin to see ourselves as Grace UMC                             

missionaries! We are in mission to the world as representatives of God’s Kingdom. In this habit we are encouraged to journal every week 

about how we alerted others to the reconciling work of God’s Kingdom.  Journaling, allows us to see how we defended the dignity of      

others; how we pointed out the beauty of God or nature; how we brought wholeness in others.  

 

Well, it looks to me like I’ve got the beginnings of a great sermon series.  Coming soon to a church near you… 

 

Blessings,  

 

Pastor Robin 



 

 

MAY 2019  
 

After the period of preparation, Jesus ascended to heaven. Jesus’     
ascension resolves potential confusion about the nature of Jesus‘       

resurrection. Unlike Lazarus, who will die again, Jesus will live forever in 
a new way. Jesus’ ascension corresponds with his incarnation. In his 
incarnation he brought the divine presence into a specific place and 
time. By ascending and sending the Holy Spirit, Jesus empowers the 
disciples to carry on his mission. The Book of Acts explores what it 
means to carry on Jesus’ mission and what it means to be Jesus is    

witness. A large part of the apostles’ work in Acts is community building. 
By sharing their possessions and caring for those in need, the apostles 
create a community in accordance with the teaching of Jesus. Another 
part of their work is preaching the good news. By telling others about 

Jesus and his teachings, the apostles will continue his legacy and keep 
his mission alive. Thus the work of witnesses is expressed in both words 

and actions, sermons and relationships. The call to witness is passed 
down to current day disciples, OUR YOUTH. Christians are called to   

witness to Jesus’ work in their lives and in the world through actions and 
words. This month we will help our students consider what their unique 

call to witness looks like.   

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

MAY 2019 

 
During his ministry, Jesus referred to himself as the Good Shepard 

who cared for his flock– that would be us. Jesus turned over the 
care of his flock to Peter. The way to show your love to me, Jesus 

told Peter, is to take care of those I love. Jesus’ instructions to           
Peter are true for us today as well. One way that can be explained 

is in friendships. Friendship is a concept that is important to                 
children. Children can appreciate that David and Jonathan were 

loyal, and promised always to be friends. We can remind them that 
being a good friend is one way to love and serve God. Our KIDZ 
are surrounded by messages encouraging us to put God on the 
back burner. We can let the courage of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego remind us to put God first. It was also the persistence of 
the four friends that enabled the paralyzed man to receive his 

healing from Jesus, when it would have certainly been easier to 
give up. 

1. Best Friends (1 Samuel 18:1-5) 

2. Courageous Friends (Daniel 3:1-30) 

3. The Four Friends (Mark 2:1-12)  

4. STUDENT SUNDAY 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS! 
WESLEY                         

DISCOVERY 

JOIN US FOR  

SNACK SUPPERS 

@5:15. 

KIDZ CLUB @  6-7:15  
 

WEDNESDAYS! 
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES 

SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15  & STUDY @ 6 

FRIENDS WELCOME! 
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Rich Hager, Praise Team Leader 
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Faithe Johnson, Preschool Director 

Tia Fishburn, Office Assistant 

Frank Hall, Custodian 
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GRACE VISION AND  

MISSION STATEMENTS 

 

VISION   

 

Where God’s grace is  

changing lives  

and making a difference  

 

 

 

                                MISSION  

 

We are a multigenerational 

community of faith  

called together by God’s 

grace to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world 

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 

 
Please join in the fun and attend Grace                   
Preschool’s Music and Art fair Thursday, 
May 2nd 5:30p.m.-7:30p.m. in TFEC. This is a 
wonderful event the entire family can enjoy! 
Look forward to great food, student art 
work and musical performances by our 
Threes classes! 
 

Save the date! VPK Graduation will be held 
May 23rd at 1:00p.m. in TFEC! Reception to 
follow in Punch Hall. 
 

The last day of Preschool will be May 30th. 
God has blessed us with another wonderful 
year! Summer session will begin June 3rd. 
 

The Preschool is looking for Bus and Van 
drivers for scheduled field trips! 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out the table of FREE books in the Narthex! All of 

the books are FREE, take as many as you would like!  



 If your birthday  
or anniversary is not 
listed but should be, 
or if there are any 

errors, please email 
or call the church 
office so that a 

correction can be 
made.  

Thank you! 

MAY VOLUNTEERS  

Jack Rex 

Harry Moses 

Bob Bainbridge 

Judy Johnson 

DATE            PICK-UP              TAKE HOME  
 

May 5  Ron Schmitt            Ron Schmitt 

May 12  Steve Boone Steve Boone 

May 19  Bob Bainbridge Bob Bainbridge 

May 26    Bob Bainbridge Bob Bainbridge 

   Date          Front Door                                                Back Door 
May 5  Doris Smith & Jean Neadham  Peg Graf 

   May 12 Jack & Sara Slight   Lynda Johnson 

   May 19 Don & Pat McLeod  Susan Homan 

   May 26   Helen Boruff   Diane Kingsbury 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1   Dorris Ann Wasson 

     Zachary Allen 

     Mallory Allen 

5   Mae Armstrong 

6   Donna Logerquist 

     John Sanborn 

8   J.D. Allen 

9   Zach Johnson 

10 John Slight 

     Ruth Johnson 

     Harper MacDonald 

11 Zach Klingbeil 

12 Robert Bowerstock 

     Casey Clinch 

14 Mary Davis 

     Bob Bainbridge 

     Hannah Jennings 

16 Dick Church 

17 Carol Hogue 

18 Matt Hager  

     Linda Tallman  

     Tari Waite 

     Carrie Campbell 

19 Ella Thurston  

20 Jay Geerdes 

     Richard Steranko 

21 Jeff Boone 

     Betty Jo Shiell 

     Megan Ehlers 

     Vivian Yost 

22 Frank Maradeo 

23 Ashley DeGilio 

     Maggie Rodgers 

24 Frank Hoffman 

25 Wilda Kelly 

26 Nancy Vanderwall 

     Marge Kondak 

27 Robert Waldron 

31 Betty Childers 

     Larry Bender  

     Anne Rudy 

  8  Jim & Linda Tallman 

14  Dean & Annette Cochran 

15  Thomas & Mary Hendzell 

      John & Allene Post 

      LL & Karen Wright 
 

23  Samuel & Sandra Waldron 

24  Allen & Deb Pfundtner 

28  Don & Nancy Johnson 

29  Jerry & Dorothy Mumford  

31  Raymond & Nancy Soucy 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach 

to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of     

drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to 

worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are 

flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in  

volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374. 

 

Venice and Englewood Lions Club  
 

Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is 

a large box located in the front office (main building) where 

you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing 

aids. For more information there are brochures located in the 

front office or you can call: 941-486-6065.  

Sunday Morning Team 
 

We have  a few volunteers that open and lock up the church 

on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because 

we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the 

folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in 

joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at  

941-485-2634. 

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP 
Every active person in our Grace Church  

Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G! 

MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church 

MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church 

GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability 

Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group? 

MINISTRIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of someone in  assisted living,  

rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver), 

call the church office with their name and location.  We want 

to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a 

better job in reaching out to our homebound members.   

Thank you for your assistance.  

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.   

A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide  

high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care 

to people who are hurting. If you are called to 

be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a  

Stephen Minister, please speak to the  

Pastor.  
Greeters 11 AM Service 

We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace  

before the Traditional Service at both the front door and 

the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.  

Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a 

long time member, come regularly or not so often.  

Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want 

to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.  

To volunteer, call Jean Owens 941-492-2393 

MINISTRIES CONTINUED 

MISSIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

VISITING MINISTRY TEAM 

Bringing Our Church To God’s People 

 

WILL YOU HELP? 

 

This ministry is an opportunity for us to address a need in 

our church family and community. Visiting the sick,                 

homebound and those living in care homes provides them 

with a sense of belonging and spiritual connection to our 

church and the Body of Christ. Your willingness to listen, 

share God’s Word and when requested bring Holy                        

Communion is a wonderful way to be of service to one                 

another. Is Jesus calling you to “Step out of the boat, out of 

your comfort zone and follow Him?” Please say YES!                  

Contact Annette Scott 724.516.8181 



Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission 

 

 

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’  

including the expiration date.  Turn them in at the front  

office.  Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school 

supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission. 

They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks, 

there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there. 

It is usually very small on the back.   

 

This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary 

Conference located in a very poor section of our great  

country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just 

throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the 

children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For 

other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson  

941-412-0847. 

GIVING 

We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving 

Here are some options to choose from: 

 

1.  BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE 

BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your 

local bank just as you would your mortgage  

payment or your utility payment  

 

2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT 

TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization 

form signed at the church office. Please contact the church 

office for the authorization form. 

Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has 

been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer 

Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our 

church.  She was a charter member of Grace.  Because of 

her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship 

in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added 

to the scholarship in Freda’s name. 

GROUPS  

GROUPS  

 

 

United Methodist Men 
 

UMM monthly breakfast meeting will be at 7:30 AM on 

May 6th in punch hall. Join us for  a time of                         

fellowship and coffee and donuts. 

MISSIONS 

Travel Club 
 

 

 

Big Cat Habitat Tour 

And Lunch 

November 13th 2019 

 

Depart Church 10 AM and return about 5 PM. Cost is $65 

per person including lunch at Der Dutchman. You will see 

both the bird show and the large animal Show.  There will 

also be time to walk to see the other beasts and pet a few as 

well.  There is a picture time with you and one of the big 

cats so come with your camera. Sign up now to have your 

space.  We need to know how many to plan transportation. 

Sunday there will be Committee representatives to assist 

members in signing up for these trips for next fall. 

 

                                                 

 

 

 

Christmas Show 

Florida Southern College 

December 14, 2019 

 

Depart Church on an All Around Tours Bus 10 AM and re-

turn about 5:30 PM. Lunch at Golden Corral in Lakeland, FL 

included. Cost $60 per person. Show is presented by College 

Choir, and Theater students. We need at least 30 people to 

go, so sign up early so we get your ticket by October                 

because there is limited seating in the auditorium. 

 

 

 

 

Piecemakers News 
 

 

The Piecemakers thank everyone who came to our Spring Open 

House and all who have supported our mission in other ways. With 

the profits of sales of our handiwork we have recently made the 

following donations: 

 

$1000.00 to the Beacon House Mental Health Community Center 

in Venice 

 

$500.00 to Cornerstone Family Ministries in Tampa 

 

$500.00 to TWIG in Venice (clothing for children in foster care) 

 

$500.00 to the Grace Methodist Church Operating budget 

 

$500.00 to our sister church in Herrara, Cuba.   

May  
   1.  2. 

5:30pm                    

Preschool Music 

& Art Show, 

TFEC  

3. 4. 

5. Communion  6. 

9:15am Preschool 

Chapel, Sanctuary 

 

7:30am  & 12pm 

AP Testing, TFEC 

7. 

 

8. 

1:30pm VOTI 

Communion, VOTI 

9. 10. 11. 

9am New 

Member Class, 

Parlor 

12. 

Mothers Day 

13. 

Newscaster                 

Information, DUE 

 

7:30am AP                  

Testing, TFEC 

 

 

14. 

7:30am AP                  

Testing, TFEC 

 

8am Finance Meeting , 

PH Back Conf. Rm.  

 

9:15am Preschool 

Chapel, Sanctuary 

 

9:30am UMW Board 

Meeting, PH Back 

Conf. Rm.  

 

4:30pm Mission            

Meeting, Parlor   

 

6pm Board of Trustees 

Meeting, Parlor  

15. 

7:30am & 12pm 

AP  Testing, TFEC 

 

 

16. 

12pm AP                

Testing,  TFEC 

17. 

 

18. 

19.  

Children’s Coin         

Ministry 

20. 

9:15am Preschool 

Chapel, Sanctuary 

21. 

7pm Staff Parish  

Meeting, Parlor  

22. 23. 

1pm Preschool 

Graduation, 

TFEC 

 

2pm Preschool 

Graduation   

Reception, PH 

 

6:30pm Boy 

Scout District 

Meeting, PH  

24. 25. 

26. 

New Member               

Welcome 

 

Honor High School 

and College                 

Graduates 

27. 

Memorial Day 

Office CLOSED 

28. 

5pm Family promise 

Board Meeting, Parlor  

 

6pm Church Council 

Meeting, Chapel 

29. 30. 

7:00pm Cuba 

Missions Trip 

Meeting, Parlor  

31.  

EVERY SUNDAY 

  8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC 

  9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC 

  9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108 
  9:30 Adult Sunday School,  
              Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW 

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207 

10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200 

10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:  
             Connecting Class, Room 108,YourTurn, Parlor B 

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

   

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis 

EVERY MONDAY 
10:30 Piano, TFEC Rm 108 

10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC  

  4:30 Prayer Group, Chapel 
  4:30 Taekwondo, PH 

EVERY TUESDAY 
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor 
10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC 

  5:30 GraceTones, Music Rm  

  6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/   
 WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC 108/201/202 

  7:00 AA, Meeting Room C 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

  9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH  

10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC  

  5:15 Snack Supper, TFEC 
  6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC  

  6:30 Stephens Ministry,CoffeeRm(Every Other Week) 

  6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm 
  6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW 

  7:00 Al Anon, MR-C  

EVERY THURSDAY 

10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC 

  4:30 Taekwondo, PH 

  6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)  
  7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC 

  7:00 AA, Meeting Room C 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 
  9:00  Threadcatchers, PH  

10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC  
 

* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm 



MEETINGS 

MAY 

 

 Finance Meeting: Tuesday, May 14th at 8:00am in 

Punch Hall Back Conference Room. 

 

 Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, May 14th at 

6:00pm in the Par lor  

 

 Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, May 21st at 7:00pm 

in Parlor. 

 

 Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, May 28th  at 

6:00pm in the Chapel  

NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:  
Please submit all articles by May 14th for inclusion in the 

June / July Newscaster . Thank you!  

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space 

and equipment will be available to you and your ministry 

and applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff. 

 

1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any 

rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be 

checked and paperwork completed for the office and  

custodian. 

2. Groups currently using rooms: If your  group needs a 

larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we 

need to know so we can be sure your needs are being 

met. 

3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have 

tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,  

paperwork is required.  

4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or  

van for your ministry, please get with the office  

manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10 

business days pr ior  to dr iving and the schedule needs 

to be checked.  

Due Date Information:  

1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the 

date. 

2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in 

the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin 

board. 

Please contact the church office for any of these  

requests.  

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED  

CALENDAR INFORMATION 

In the Hospital? If you or  a loved one goes in the  

hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and  

notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient 

listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know 

if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone 

calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order 

to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial 

bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of 

birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase 

in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the      

continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden 

and Walkway.  A dedication ceremony will be held once a 

year on All Saints  Sunday, the first Sunday in November. 

Someone from the church will notify you of the date and 

time should you wish to attend. Forms are located in the 

Church front office. Return the completed form and check in 

the amount of $100.  

Venice MainStreet 
 

Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which 

gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park 

Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We 

also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your 

group/ministry would like to take advantage of this       

marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below. 

Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for          

marketing, I will do my best to get this information       

submitted. Best to send in early… 

 

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or                

       announcements. 

a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements. 

b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I      

      can  meet the deadline for submission.. 

 

Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be 

the marketing contact.  

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our  

worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can be 

given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or 

friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for  two and 

yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the 

flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to 

fill out in the church office.  

GENERAL INFORMATION  GROUPS 

 

Day 4 Hope 

 
Day 4 Hope is a community outreach project aimed at                     

combining the resources of churches, civic groups, fire,               

police and many other community partners, to serve the   

children in our school system who are homeless or in              

economic need so they can begin the first day of school on 

an even playing field with other children. 

 

It  is also an opportunity for participant volunteers to share 

God’s love, for parents and children to leave with an                     

improved sense of self-worth and self-image that will help 

them feel good about the first day of school. It will                    

hopefully create a positive attitude toward school, attend-

ance and grades. Day 4 Hope will be held  Saturday, July 27, 

2019 at Venice Presbyterian Church, 825 The Rialto,               

Venice. 

 

On Day 4 Hope, the children will receive: 

 Medical Exam  

 Eye exam  

 Dental check-up, cleaning instruction; fluoride treatment  

 Haircut  

 School and family portraits  

 Gift cards for clothes and shoes  

 New backpack with school supplies  

 Bag of personal care items  

 Books and a Bible  

 Groceries  

 Breakfast, Lunch, Snacks  

 

Professionals are needed to volunteer to participate in this 

one day event. Doctors, Dentists, RNS, Photographers,  

Medical Assistants, Hair Stylists, Eye As-sociates,                        

Hygienists and Barbers donate their time, materials and 

skills to prepare under privileged children for the beginning 

of school. Volunteers are also needed to guide families to 

the services, man stations and various other jobs. Grace will 

be participating again this year and will provide volunteers 

as well as sponsoring 30 children. Many of our congregation 

volunteered last year in this amazing outreach! If you are 

interested in volunteering or have questions, contact Jay 

Geerdes at 941-485-2634 or Mary King at 941-492-9809. 

 

 

 

 

 

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
 

The Board of Trustees recently had several areas of                       

extensive wood rot around the church eaves and frieze 

boards repaired. New LED fluorescent lights were installed 

in the Narthex and front office. A new carillon was                        

purchased and installed. The old carillon broke and it was no 

longer repairable. A new 5-ton air conditioner was                      

purchased and installed for the choir room after the old A/C 

became inoperable. It was determined that it would be too 

expensive and unwise to repair the old unit. Other air                   

conditioners units around the church buildings have also 

needed repairs. The carpet in TFEC was professionally 

cleaned after the last pancake breakfast. The floor in Punch 

Hall was buffed. The security camera system at the                        

preschool is scheduled to be replaced. The old system was 

installed approximately eight years ago with donated used 

and outdated cameras and parts. The over-sized gutters 

around the pre-school are rusted through the metal and are 

also scheduled to be replaced. There are initial plans to                  

convert the Punch Hall restrooms into handicap/family                 

restrooms. A recent roof inspection by a roofing contractor 

revealed that the flat roof over the Narthex and office areas 

of the church may need to be replaced this year. The trustees 

are currently waiting for a second roof inspection by a                 

second roofing contractor. The café/library has been a big 

hit so far with many compliments. It appears that each Sun-

day sees more and more people using the room. 

 

 

 

Grace United Methodist Women wish to thank everyone that 

participated in making the Country Store a big success again 

this year. We will be back again this fall. Your donations 

were wonderful, without them we would not exist.  Judy will 

be accepting donations all summer long for our next season. 

Please call Judy Johnson at 941-488-6929. If you need any 

help to pack up or have items picked up.                                        

              

Looking to become a member of Grace?  
 

Please plan to attend a new member orientation on May 11th 

from 9AM to 12PM in the Parlor. Please call the church  

office (488-1374) to register for orientation. New Member 

Sunday will be May 26th. 

 
 

 
                         
 

Any graduating high school seniors, or college graduates, 

please contact Vicki Mackey at 941-488-1374 or 

DSFM@graceontheisland.com, no later than May 19th, to 

be included in Graduation Sunday, May 26th. 

mailto:941-488-1374
mailto:youth@graceontheisland.com

