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VISION   

 

Where God’s grace is  

changing lives  

and making a difference  

 

 

 

                                MISSION  

 

We are a multigenerational 

community of faith  

called together by God’s 

grace to make disciples  

of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world 

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 

 
 

 

 

During the month of January we held a collection 

drive benefiting The Twig with their mission to 

“encourage and inspire foster families by meeting 

their needs.” We will join together, around          

Valentine’s Day, with other designated area              

preschools for our first “Unity in the Community” 

donation event. We are excited to join together to 

make a difference for these children and families! 

Thank you to all who contributed and supported 

this wonderful event.  

 

The Preschool will be closed Monday, February 

18th  for Presidents Day.  

 

Open enrollment  for the 2019-2020 school year 

will begin February 4th to all current students, 

siblings and active church members. February 

25th will begin open enrollment for waitlist and 

public families. Please contact Grace                            

administration for questions.  
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For the first time since 1968, the Council of Bishops has called a special session of the General Conference. In the United               

Methodist Church, General Conference usually meets every four years to perform the legislative tasks for the church, such as               

revising and updating the denomination’s organizational guidelines in The Book of  Discipline. However, for the past 50 years, 

the UMC has been increasingly consumed and divided over the  question of human sexuality in general and the role of LGBTQ 

persons in the church’s life. At the 2016 General Conference, it was clear that our denomination had reached a breaking point on 

the issue, and we were headed  toward a denominational split. The gathered delegates asked the Council of Bishops to make one 

last effort to find “a way forward” so the UMC might not have to split.  

 

Since the 2016 General Conference, The Commission on a Way Forward has worked diligently to build relationships across the                   

theological divide and hold deep conversations across cultures and come up with a plan to maintain the unity of the church.  The 

result is not one plan, but a report that offers three plans for consideration and possible adoption by the General Conference. 

 

On February 23-26, delegates (½ laity, ½ clergy) from all over the world will gather in St. Louis, Missouri to hear a report from 

the Bishops and decide on how the denomination will move into the future.  

 

The 864 delegates include 18 persons (9 laity and 9 clergy) from the Florida Annual Conference.  They have been in a season of 

reading and reflecting on the proposed plans and dedicating themselves to pray for God’s guidance as they prepare for the General 

Conference meeting.  Many of us have been praying for them too.   

 

Some of you have asked, “what is going to happen?” The truth is, I don't know.  

 

What I do know is that knowledge is our friend and accurate information can help to ease our tendency to worry, that is why 

we’ve decided to hold a Congregational Gathering and Prayer Meeting on Wednesday, February 6, at 6:30p.m. in the Sanctuary.   

 

I hope you will come and listen as I do my best to present accurate information about our denomination’s history, our legislative                       

process, and a summary of each of the three plans.  We will have a chance to pray for our Bishop and each member of the Florida 

delegation by name and to lift up this important work before the Lord.   

 

Philippians 4:6-7 says, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,                        

present your requests to God.7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.” (NIV) 

 

May the peace of Christ guard our hearts and minds and may we remain faithful to God’s calling to be a church where God’s 

grace is changing lives and making a difference.   

I look forward to seeing you in worship on Sunday and at the gathering Wednesday evening.   

 

Blessings,  

 

Pastor Robin 



 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

FEBRUARY 2019 

 
The Bible contains wonderful stories about fascinating people. However, 

the Bible is more than simply stories. In this collection of stories and 
teachings, there are valuable lessons for life. The Bible contains wisdom 
that can help us discover how God wants us to live. Stories of Daniel and 

his friends were written to encourage Jews to be faithful to God. God’s 
faithfulness gave these young men the courage to stand up for their         
beliefs. Their stories give readers the courage to make right choices, 

even when it is difficult to do. Although choices are different than those 
faced by Daniel, being a Christian often requires having the courage not 

to conform to societal pressures. Paul encouraged Timothy not to let     
anyone look down on him because of his age. Paul knew that people of 
all ages can do God’s work. Encourage the children to think big about 

how they can do God’s work. Which messages are you choosing to listen 
to? What family traditions help you make good choices?  

Take some time to become familiar with these stories so that you may 
talk about them at home.  

10. Families Remember God (Deuteronomy 6:4-9) 

11. Family Traditions (Daniel 1:1-21) 

12. A Families Faith (Acts 16:1-5 2 Tim 1:5-7)  

13. Family Proverbs (Proverbs 10:1, 17:17) 

 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY 2018  
 

Lonely places often are sought out by holy men and women. 
For some, like the Essenes of Jesus’ time, isolation was a 
form of protest against society. This does not seem to be   
Jesus’ motivation. He doesn’t withdraw to lonely places    

permanently; he withdraws for times of intense prayer. Jesus’ 
times of prayer give him the divine guidance he needs for his 

ministry. Jesus’ personal prayer life sustains his ministry. 
Finding a truly lonely moment for prayer is challenging in our 
digital age, when a cell phone, tablet, or computer is always 

close at hand. Teens might avoid lonely places because   
constant connection feels safer than the vulnerability of   

loneliness. They may not know how to pray when they do get 
a moment alone. Personal prayer practices take time to     

develop and are challenging for everyone. Encourage your 
teens to experiment with the spiritual practice of “unplugging” 

and truly being alone. Remind them that even if a prayer 
practice feels unfamiliar and awkward, it’s worth the effort. 

 

 

WEDNESDAYS! 
WESLEY                

DISCOVERY 

JOIN US FOR  

SNACK SUPPERS 

@5:15. 

KIDZ CLUB @  6-7:15  
 

WEDNESDAYS! 
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES 

SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15  & STUDY @ 6 

FRIENDS WELCOME! 

 

 If your birthday  
or anniversary is not 
listed but should be, 
or if there are any 

errors, please email 
or call the church 
office so that a 

correction can be 
made.  

Thank you! 

FEBRUARY VOLUNTEERS  

Tami Weaver 

Harry Moses 

Jack Rex 

Mel & Phyllis Johns 

DATE            PICK-UP              TAKE HOME  
 

Feb 3       Robert Waldron      Robert Waldron 

Feb 10  Ron Schmitt            Ron Schmitt 

Feb 17  Steve Boone            Steve Boone 

Feb 24  Steve Boone            Steve Boone 

   Date             Front Door                                                Back Door 
Feb 3   Doris Smith & Jean Needham   Pat Graf  

   Feb 10 Sara & Jack Slight   Lynda Johnson 

   Feb 17 Helen Boruff   Susan Homan  

   Feb  24   Don & Pat McLeod  Diane Kingsbury 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 2 Warren Smith  

 3 Stacy Cary 

 6 Megan Boone 

 6 Barbara Timmons 

 7 Deborah Koehler 

 7 Jan Sommers 

 7 Sharon Everitt 

 7 Robert Young 

11 Melvin Johns 

11 Teri-Jo Scott 

13 Lewis Vaughan 

14 Whitney Steranko 

14 Ron Ledford 

14 Sarah Slight 

15 Sally Russell 

16 Debbie Pfundtner 

17 Paul Ebaugh 

17 Dawn Stoddart 

19 Laferne Adams 

19 Jean Stovold 

20 Ruby Steiner 

20 Syd Walters 

21 Larry Henthorn 

21 Timothy Ivins 

21 Lilly Fessenden 

23 Carol Flaherty 

23 Dean Cochran 

24 Doris Heck 

24 Annette Cochran 

25 Beulah Kostelnik 

 

  1 Ryan & Samantha Rutherford 

  3 Lewis & Jalna Vaughan 

12 Donald & Patricia Macleod 

13 Carl & Susan Klinger 

15 Mick & Marge Kondak 

16 Charles & Pauline Marshall 

21 Gene & Lorraine Stover 

28 Ron & Shirlee Balduf 



February  
     1. 2. 

8am Pancake 

Breakfast &             

Country Store, 

TFEC 

3. Communion  

 

2:30pm Monahan 

Service, Sanctuary 

& Reception PH 

 

3:00pm                        

New Testament                       

Discipleship Bible 

Study / Wasson, 

Parlor  

4. 

 

7:30am UMM 

Breakfast, PH 

5. 

 

9:30am                    

Aida Dulmer     

Memorial Service 

& Reception,               

Sanctuary & PH 

 

6. 

 

6:30pm                     

Congregational   

Gathering and 

Prayer Meeting for 

the 2019 General 

Conference,             

Sanctuary 
 

 

7. 

 

6:30pm Reluctant 

Prophet  Study 

Grp, PH  

8. 9. 

9am New Member 

Class, TBD 

 

9am Life Group, 

Parlor 

10. 

3:00pm                           

New Testament               

Discipleship Bible 

Study / Wasson, PH 

 

4:00pm Crop Walk 

Concert, Sanctuary  

11. 

9:15 Preschool 

Chapel, Sanctuary 

 

 

12. 

NEWCASTER 

INFO DUE 

 

8am Finance 

Meeting, PH Back 

Conf. Rm 

 

9:30am UMW 

Meeting, Punch 

Hall 

 

6pm Board of 

Trustees Meeting, 

Parlor  

 

 

13. 

 

1:30 VOTI             

Communion, VOI 

14. 

5pm UMM 

Sweet Heart 

Dance, Punch 

Hall 

15. 16. 

8am Pancake 

Breakfast &               

Country Store, 

TFEC 

 

9am New Member 

Class, TBD 

 

 

 

17. 

Children's Coin 

Ministry  

 

3:00 New                   

Testament                 

Discipleship Bible 

Study / Wasson, PH 

18. 

Church Office 

Closed President’s 

Day 

19. 

9:15 Preschool 

Chapel, Sanctuary 

 

9:30 UMW Circle 

Grps. PH 

 

6:30pm Staff  

Parish Meeting, 

Parlor  

20. 

 

21. 

6:30pm Reluctant 

Prophet  Study 

Grp, PH  

22. 23. 

 

2pm Crosby Lane, 

TFEC  

24. 

2:30pm Crop Walk, 

TFEC 

3:00 New                       

Testament                    

Discipleship Bible 

Study / Wasson, PH 

25. 

9:15 Preschool 

Chapel, Sanctuary 

26. 

5:00 pm Family 

Promise Board 

Meeting, Parlor  

6pm Church 

Council Meeting, 

Chapel  

27. 28. 

6:30pm Scout 

District Mtg, PH 

  

EVERY SUNDAY 

  8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC 

  9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC 

  9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108 
  9:30 Adult Sunday School,  
              Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW 

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207 

10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200 

10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:  
             Connecting Class, Room 108,YourTurn, Parlor B 

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 

  3:00 New Testament Discipleship Bible 
Study / Wasson, Punch Hall 

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis 

EVERY MONDAY 
10:30 Piano, TFEC Rm 108 

10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC  

  4:30 Prayer Group, Chapel 

EVERY TUESDAY 
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor 

10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC 
  5:30 GraceTones, Music Rm  

  6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/   

          WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC   
          108/201/202 

  7:00 AA, Meeting Room C 

 

EVERY WEDNESDAY 

  9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH  

10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC  

  5:15 Snack Supper, TFEC 
  6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC  

  6:00 Grace Grow Groups  

  6:30 Stephens Ministry,CoffeeRm(Every Other Week) 

  6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm 

  6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW 

  7:00 Al Anon, MR-C  

EVERY THURSDAY 

10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC 

  6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)  

  7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC 
  7:00 AA, Meeting Room C 

 

EVERY FRIDAY 
  9:00 Threadcatchers PH, EW 

10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC  

 
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 

Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach 

to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of     

drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to 

worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are 

flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in  

volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374. 

Venice and Englewood Lions Club  
 

Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is 

a large box located in the front office (main building) where 

you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing 

aids. 

 

For more information there are brochures located in the front 

office or you can call: 941-486-6065.  

Sunday Morning Team 
 

We have  a few volunteers that open and lock up the church 

on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because 

we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the 

folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in 

joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at  

941-485-2634. 

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP 
Every active person in our Grace Church  

Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G! 

MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church 

MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church 

GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability 

Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group? 

MINISTRIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of someone in  assisted living,  

rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver), 

call the church office with their name and location.  We want 

to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a 

better job in reaching out to our homebound members.   

Thank you for your assistance.  

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.   

A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide  

high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care 

to people who are hurting. If you are called to 

be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a  

Stephen Minister, please speak to the  

Pastor.  

Greeters 11 AM Service 
We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace  

before the Traditional Service at both the front door and 

the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.  

Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a 

long time member, come regularly or not so often.  

Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want 

to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.  

To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or  

Mary Chambers 493-9644. 

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission 

 

 

 

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’  

including the expiration date.  Turn them in at the front  

office.  Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school 

supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission. 

They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks, 

there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there. 

It is usually very small on the back.   

 

This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary 

Conference located in a very poor section of our great  

country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just 

throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the 

children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For 

other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson  

941-412-0847. 

MINISTRIES CONTINUED 

MISSIONS 



GIVING 

We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving 

Here are some options to choose from: 

 

1.  BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE 

BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your 

local bank just as you would your mortgage  

payment or your utility payment  

 

2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT 

TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization 

form signed at the church office. Please contact the church 

office for the authorization form. 

Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has 

been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer 

Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our 

church.  She was a charter member of Grace.  Because of 

her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship 

in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added 

to the scholarship in Freda’s name. 

GROUPS  

 

United Methodist Men 
 

 

 

 

UMM monthly breakfast meeting will be at 7:30 AM on 

February 4th in punch hall. Join us for  a time of                         

fellowship and coffee and donuts. 

 

 

 

UMM will be hosting their annual Sweet Heart Dinner on 

February 14th at 6:00 PM in punch hall. Bring your                  

sweetheart and enjoy a fun filled evening of entertainment 

with Rick Krieger and maybe even cut a rug or two. Tickets 

will be $15.00 per person. Sign up by Monday, February 

11th by calling the church office.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Piecemakers’ News 

 
 

With the proceeds of sales from our Fall Open House and 

our sale table at the Pancake Breakfasts, the Piecemakers 

gave the following gifts in January: 

 

$500 to the operating budget of GUMC 

$500 to TWIG (Venice ministry for children in foster care) 

$300 to Agape Flights 

$500 to Day 4 Hope (back to school event for homeless and 

needy children) 

$500 to Cornerstone Family Ministries  

 

Quilts have been made and given to children and staff at the 

Preschool, and to children in the programs at Cornerstone 

Family Ministries. We also continue to make quilts for the 

Methodist Children’s Home and will deliver them later in 

the year.  

 

The Piecemakers meet in the East Wing on Wednesdays 

from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. New members are very welcome. 

We always have a variety of quilting and sewing projects to 

work on.  

 

 

 

 

Next Pancake Breakfast & Country Store sale Saturday,                  

February 2nd  and 16th at 8:00am. If you like to help out 

or have any questions call the church office at                                  

941-488-1374. Donations for the country store always                  

accepted. If you need help packing up items or need them 

picked up contact Judy Johnson 941-488-6929. 

GROUPS  

 

 

 

 

UMW Travel Club 
 

Join the Methodist Men’s Travel group and enjoy a day of 

Spring Training Baseball, Tuesday, March 19th. The Price is 

$45 which includes a bus ride to the entrance of Ed Smith 

Stadium plus a ticket. The seats are between home plate and 

first base and in the shade. The bus will pick us up at 

10:15am in the GUMC parking lot. There are a limited   

number of seats available so sign up quickly. For questions 

contact Gary or Celless Beck at 941-539-4973. 

 
 
 
 

United Methodist Women will meet for lunch February 12 at 

11:30am in Punch Hall. The Speaker is Rev. Claiborne and 

the subject is Prayer. All are welcome.  

MEETINGS 

December 

 

 Finance Meeting: Tuesday, February 12th at 8:00am 

in Punch Hall Back Conference Room. 

 

 Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, February 12th 

at 6:00pm in the Par lor    

 

 Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, February 19th at 

6:30pm in Par lor . 

 

 Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, February 26nd 

at 6:00pm in the Chapel  

NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:  
Please submit all articles by February 12th for inclusion in 

the March Newscaster. Thank you!  

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space 

and equipment will be available to you and your ministry 

and applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff. 

 

1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any 

rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be 

checked and paperwork completed for the office and  

custodian. 

2. Groups currently using rooms: If your  group needs a 

larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we 

need to know so we can be sure your needs are being 

met. 

3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have 

tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,  

paperwork is required.  

4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or  

van for your ministry, please get with the office  

manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10 

business days pr ior  to dr iving and the schedule needs 

to be checked.  

Due Date Information:  

1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the 

date. 

2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in 

the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin 

board. 

Please contact the church office for any of these  

requests.  

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED  

CALENDAR INFORMATION 

In the Hospital? If you or  a loved one goes in the  

hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and  

notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient 

listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know 

if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone 

calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order 

to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial 

bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of 

birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase 

in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the      

continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden 

and Walkway.  A dedication ceremony will be held once a 

year on All Saints  Sunday, the first Sunday in November. 

Someone from the church will notify you of the date and 

time should you wish to attend. Forms are located in the 

Church front office. Return the completed form and check in 

the amount of $100.  

Venice MainStreet 
 

Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which 

gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park 

Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We 

also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your 

group/ministry would like to take advantage of this       

marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below. 

Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for          

marketing, I will do my best to get this information       

submitted. Best to send in early… 

 

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or                

       announcements. 

a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements. 

b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I      

      can  meet the deadline for submission.. 

 

Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be 

the marketing contact.  

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

 

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our  

worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can be 

given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or 

friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for  two and 

yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the 

flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to 

fill out in the church office.  



GENERAL INFORMATION  GENERAL INFORMATION 

AMERICAN RACISM:  YOURS, MINE, AND OURS 

Mondays, 7:00 p.m. February 4 -25, 2019 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 90 S. Tamiami Trail 
 

February 4, “Black Like Me” 

Almost sixty years ago John Howard Griffin wrote the book 

“Black Like Me” to tell his story of darkening his skin in 

order to experience life as a black man in the South.  Tonight 

two members of the black community in Venice will share 

their own stories.  Come prepared to have your perceptions 

altered. 

 

Speakers:  Kristofer Geddie is the General Manager and            

Director of Diversity for Venice Theatre and an actor who 

has performed on stages around the world.  Sandra Sims           

Terry is the Executive Director of Laurel Community Center 

and has long been an advocate for improved living condi-

tions and services in the Laurel community. 

 

February 11, “Building the Beloved Community” 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s prescription for a healthy                      

society was based on justice, equality, and love.  How do we 

apply those ideals to today’s fractured and fearful world in 

order to build the community that Dr. King envisioned? 

 

Speaker:  Dr. Marvin McMickle is President of Colgate 

Rochester Crozer Divinity School in Rochester, New York, 

and Professor of African American Religious Studies.   

 

February 18, “Racial Healing:  An Inner and Outer             

Journey” 
The essence of healing our racial divisions comes from   

transformation of our inner thoughts, conscious and                         

unconscious, and our outward actions.  How do we build  

mutually respectful and healthy relationships across racial 

and ethnic lines? 

 

Speaker:  Dr. Catherine Meeks identifies herself as an au-

thor, racial healing consultant, and midwife to the soul, and 

is  currently Director of the Absalom Jones Center for Racial 

Healing in Atlanta, Georgia. 

 

February 25, “What We Believe Matters:  A Bonhoeffer 

Moment” 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor, bravely spoke truth to 

power in resisting Nazism and was eventually executed for 

his actions.  What does Bonhoeffer’s life teach us today 

about speaking out against injustice and acting on our                   

beliefs? 

 

Speaker:  Dr. Lori Brandt Hale is an Associate Professor of 

Religion at Augsburg University, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

and a scholar of the work and thought of Nazi resister                    

Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 

 

 

 

Grace United Methodist 

Church Golf League 

This opportunity is for nine holes of golf and Christian                         

fellowship!   All interested, men and women are invited to 

participate.  The league will start on Wednesday, February 

6, 2019 and we will play each Wednesday through March 

27th.  Plan to arrive at the Venice Public Golf Course on the 

Island by 1:30. Pay your green fees and you will be pared up 

with your group. The 8 weeks of play will end with a                         

scramble on Wednesday, March 27th.  If you have questions 

call Gary Beck at 941-539-4973, Russ Johnson at                              

941-412-3316, Gary Jennings at 941-493-5039 or Richard 

Hager at 941-488-1374. (All golf scramble questions should 

go to Ray Fleming at 937-578-8261 or Gary Beck at                       

941-539-4973.)  

                       

 

 

CROP HUNGER WALK 2019      
                                            

The 2019 John Clay Memorial CROP Hunger Walk will be 

held on Sunday February 24 at 3 PM.  

  

CROP Hunger Walks are interfaith hunger education and 

fundraising events sponsored by the Church World Services 

(CWS). Organized by local churches and community                     

organizations they are led by volunteers to raise funds for 

food, clean water, and provide resources (such as seeds, 

tools, technical training etc.) that empower people to meet 

their own needs. Donations raised are sent to the most                         

impoverished nations as well as used locally to eradicate 

hunger. 

  

CROP Hunger Walks take place throughout the year across 

the US.  The Venice John Clay Memorial CROP Hunger 

Walk is often the most successful in Florida and is usually 

one of the top fund raisers in the nation. 

  

You Can Sign up to walk by contacting Mary King                                  

(492-9809) or Jay Geerdes (485-2634) or stop by the                  

information desk before or after Church services. Please, 

also consider making a donation to one of the walkers.             

Donations are accepted online at: CROPHungerWalk.org/

veniceFL. It is easy – Click on donate, select team, type 

in GUMC and proceed.  

 

 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity – a mission opportunity 
 

In a Faith Build project, churches (including GUMC) come 

together to build a home in partnership with a local family. 

They raise money, (Grace used the Christmas Eve                    

offerings), provide the labor and offer prayer support. 

 

The heavy construction has been completed on the 2018-19 

house. In the next few months help is needed for interior and 

exterior painting, installing interior doors, cabinets and trim 

as well as flooring and counters. The final projects will be 

landscaping and sod. If you may be interested in                      

volunteering for any of these jobs, or providing snacks for 

workers please sign up for the “House that Faith Built” at 

the information desk.  
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The Board of Trustees completed the following projects              

between November and December 2018:  

 

1. A street light was installed by FPL on the telephone 

pole by the dumpster to provide better lighting to the 

rear parking lot. 

2. A white PVC fence was installed to the rear of the 

dumpster to provide a secure area for the storage of 

turtle stakes and related equipment. 

3. The parsonage, Pre-school, TFEC and the main 

church building that included the Sanctuary, Punch 

Hall and the offices were completely painted by  

Artistry Painting. Wood rot repairs were not               

included in the painting contract and will be                     

completed by a separate contractor within a month.  

4. The library/café remodeling was completed by the 

contractor and is open to the congregation.  

5. Repairs were made to two tubular skylights located in 

the library/café. 

6. Furniture was purchased for the library/café and                      

narthex. 

7. A storm window was installed on the exterior of the 

Sanctuary colored glass window. 

8. Roof leaks were repaired at TFEC and the Sanctuary. 

9. Lanai screens were replaced at the pre-school. 

    10. A backflow preventer was repaired. 

    11. A loaner carillon was obtained from Chime Master   

          Systems to replace the old church carillon that was no                   

          longer working properly. The BOT approved the                                   

          purchase of a new carillon at their January meeting. 

    

The BOT is looking into a sound problem complaint with the 

sound system in Punch Hall. 

 

 

I guess it's time to say Happy Valentine's Day, even though 

the memories of a very meaningful Christmas at church are 

still fresh.  Continuing gratitude to our choir, bells, soloists, 

instrumentalists, cantata narrators, and our congregation 

whose singing (or playing) made all the beautiful music  

happen at Christmas time!  

 

Moving forward, we are hosting a Crop Walk Concert on 

Sunday February 10 at 4:00 pm in the sanctuary.  This             

concert will feature choirs from several churches, soloists, 

and instrumentalists.  Plan to attend and bring friends!  

 

Suzanne Berndt 

GROUPS  
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MUSIC TO FEED THE SOUL 

 

 

You are invited to attend a concert featuring local                          

professional musicians joined by area church choirs as they 

perform familiar hymns, gospels and oldie favorites. The 

concert benefits the 2019 Venice Crop Hunger Walk and it 

is held at GUMC at 4:00 P.M. on Sunday February 10th in 

the Sanctuary. It is sure to raise your spirits, so please come 

and enjoy.  


