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NEWSCASTER 2018 EDITION
A Season of Giving: The Advent Blessing Box Challenge
Advent is a wonderful season that invites us to slow down, light a candle, ponder and prepare for the celebration of Christmas. Following an Advent
Calendar or an Advent Reading Plan are very traditional ways to count down the days. Families with children often include a small toy/gift for each day
to help children experience a sense of anticipation throughout the season. This year, Rich and I are going to keep the traditions of the past and add
something new, we’re calling it, The Advent Blessing Box Challenge and we hope you will join us.

LABEL

The idea of Advent Blessing Box Challenge is based on the simple notion that, we are blessed to be a blessing and we are blessed to be able to give.
Here’s how it works:

Everyday throughout the Advent season individuals and families are invited place a non-perishable food item into a box or sturdy bag. As you do this,
pause to read the Bible verse for the day and pray for those in our community who are in need and who will receive these blessings. Then, bring your
Advent Blessing Box or bag to church on December 23, 24 or 30 and we will deliver these blessings to the South County Food Bank and the
Salvation Army to restock the shelves and bless those in need well into the new year.
I’ll make it even easier for you to participate by including a handy list that includes readings and suggestions canned or boxed food items for your
Advent Blessing Box.

The Advent Blessing Box Challenge
Date

Read & Pray

Item

Date

Read & Pray

Item

December 1

John 1:1-5

cereal

December 13

Luke 2:1-5

rice

December 2

Isaiah 9:2-7

peanut butter

December 14

Luke 2:6-7

pancake mix

December 3

Isaiah 11:1-10

stuffing mix

December 15

Luke 2:8-12

spaghetti

December 4

Jeremiah 33:14-16

oatmeal or grits

December 16

Luke 2:13-14

pasta sauce

December 5

Luke 1:5-10

mac and cheese

December 17

Luke 2:15-18

chicken soup

December 6

Luke 1:11-17

pie filling

December 18

Luke 2:19-20

jelly

December 7

Luke 1:18-25

tomatoes

December 19

Micah 5:2-5

tuna or spam

December 8

Luke 1:26-38

cooking oil

December 20

Matthew 2:1-2

tomato soup

December 9

Matthew 1:18-21

cake mix

December 21

Matthew 2:3-6

corn

December 10

Matthew 1:22-26

apple sauce

December 22

Matthew 2:7-8

carrots

December 11

Luke 1:39-45

dried beans

December 23

Matthew 2:9-12

green beans

December 12

Luke 1:46-56

crackers

December 24

John 1:14

chocolate*

*Please note, that while chocolate may not be a necessity at your house, it is at ours. Just ask Rich. It’s also a special treat and sweet reminder of God’s
love for us. And, If you would prefer to give non-food items, you could fill your Advent Blessing Box with personal items like, deodorant,
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, feminine pads, diapers, baby wipes, shampoo, conditioner, lip balm and socks.
Whatever you choose to put in your box, make filling your Advent Blessing Box each day meaningful. Light a candle and share the readings at the
dinner table with your family, decorate your box with wrapping paper and a bow, or invite a friend or neighbor to participate with you.
Rich and I are excited about participating in The Advent Blessing Box Challenge and we hope you will be too.
We look forward to seeing you in worship throughout the Advent and Christmas season as we know you will be blessed.
From our house to yours,
Have a blessed Advent and a Very Merry Christmas!
Robin & Rich

DECEMBER 2018

WEDNESDAYS!
WESLEY
DISCOVERY
JOIN US FOR
SNACK SUPPERS
@5:15.
KIDZ CLUB @ 6-7:15

This month, we will be learning about the season of Advent and
hearing the stories about when Jesus was born. we are beginning
a special season in our church that helps us get ready for
Christmas. We celebrate Advent in a lot of different ways in our
church, such as lighting the candles on an Advent wreath. Each
candle represents a different week in advent. They are hope, love,
joy, and peace. Soon, it will be Christmas Eve. On Christmas Eve,
we light a fifth candle. It is called the Christ candle and represents
Jesus, the light of the world.
Take some time to become familiar with these stories so that you
may talk about them at home.
1. Elizabeth and Zechariah (Luke 1:5-25)
2. Mary (Luke 1:26-38)
3. Mary and Elizabeth (Luke 1:39-66)
4. Joseph, Mary, and Jesus (Luke 2:1-20)
5. Simeon and Anna (Luke 2:25-38)
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Grace United Methodist Women
Invite you to Christmas Tea
Tuesday, December 11, 2018 from
2pm-4pm
Punch Hall
*A donation of flour, rice, oil, beans or
sugar will be collected for Cornerstone
Ministries in Tampa, FL

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS

DECEMBER 2018
Our first introduction to Mary the mother of Jesus in the Gospel of Luke
gives us a portrait of a young woman of bold faith. The angel Gabriel’s
visit to Mary clearly parallels his visit to Zechariah only verses before.
The similarities between the two birth announcements make their
different reactions all the more remarkable. Zechariah is “startled and
overcome with fear” when the angel appears. Mary is never said to be
afraid, only “confused.” Zechariah probably had prayed for a child for
years, yet he doubts the angel’s news. Mary probably did
not want or expect to bear a child out of wedlock, yet she accepts the
angel’s news. Mary’s question is a logistical concern rather than an
expression of doubt: “How will this happen?” as opposed to “How can I
be sure?” When the angel responds satisfactorily, Mary accepts her new
role faithfully. Mary’s praise is not about what God will do through Jesus.
It’s an expression of certainty about what God already has set into
motion. Mary is certain that God has not only blessed her, but all of
Israel, especially the poor and marginalized. The salvation Mary
imagines is indeed fulfilled in the life and ministry of her son Jesus. And
it continues to be fulfilled through us, the hands and feet of Christ in the
world.
Encourage your teens to follow the example of Mary’s bold faith, which
filled her with joy.

VISION

During the month of December, Grace
Preschool will be collecting donations for The
Twig ranging from infant through young adult
sized clothing, undergarments/diapers and
shoes. Please drop items off at the Preschool.
Thank you for your support!

Where God’s grace is
changing lives
and making a difference

We are looking for volunteers with early
education experience. If you are interested in
becoming a Preschool volunteer, please contact
the administration office for details.

MISSION

The Preschool Christmas program will be held
Tuesday, December 11th at 6:00p.m. in TFEC.

GRACE VISION AND
MISSION STATEMENTS

WEDNESDAYS!
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES
SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15 & STUDY @ 6
FRIENDS WELCOME!

We are a multigenerational
community of faith
called together by God’s
grace to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world

We wish you a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

1
2

If your birthday
or anniversary is not
listed but should be,
or if there are any
errors, please email
or call the church
office so that a
correction can be
made.
Thank you!

3
5
6
7
8

9
10

Kathy Granata
Janie Merritt
Eric Brown
Jason Bossert
Riley Mackey
Bill Paige
LeRoy Lamar
Jayme Shahan
Lucy Denler
Gary Beck
Dan Earnest
Jean Owens
Steve Boone
Carl Johnson
Emily Brooker
Colin Graser
Mia Ulloa-Kable
Dawn Bizer
Ryan Brown

12 Shirley Balduf
Peggy Church
13 Loraine Weber
15 Russell Johnson
Ralf Steiner
Doug Findley
18 Jason Shahan
Edith Cook
Margaret Garner
Jack Newberry
19 Albert Pierce
Matt Delaney
20 Carole Goolden
Peg Oatley
Norris Mead
21 Pauline Marshall
23 Mary Bush
Stephany Stoddart

12 Phil & Linnie Baker
Tic & Patsy Foulk
Dick & Nancy Hoyt
13 Harry & Mary Beeck
16 Gordon & Florence Stovold
18 Bruce & Jennifer Kingsbury

25 JESUS
Lynn Weeks
26 Paul Cline
Tripp Jennings
27 James Tilton
John Post
28 Larry Bossert
Donald Rudy
30 Diana Gailbreath
31 Anna Wright

DATE
December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 30

MINISTRIES

MINISTRIES CONTINUED
Greeters 11 AM Service

24 Paul & Judy Johnson
27 Mary & Kenneth King
Donald & Ann Rudy
28 Carl & Ruth Johnson
Bill & Bonnie Stuck
Bill & Cindy Charland

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS

Jack Rex
Harry Moses
Judy Johnson

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP
Every active person in our Grace Church
Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G!
MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church
MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church
GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability
Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group?

PICK-UP
Steve Boone
Robert Waldron
Ron Schmitt
Steve Boone
Bob Bainbridge

TAKE HOME
Steve Boone
Robert Waldron
Ron Schmitt
Steve Boone
Bob Bainbridge

Date

Front Door

Back Door

December 2
December 9
December 16
December 23
December 30

Jean & Norris Mead
Gary & Celeste Beck
Barbara & Harry Moses
Larsi Claiborne
Diane & Paul Cline

Altha Bartone
Carol Simpson
Peg Graff
Carol Gruder
Jean Owen & Tami Weaver

If you know of someone in assisted living,
rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver),
call the church office with their name and location. We want
to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a
better job in reaching out to our homebound members.
Thank you for your assistance.

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
to people who are hurting. If you are called to
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a
Stephen Minister, please speak to the
Pastor.

We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace
before the Traditional Service at both the front door and
the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.
Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a
long time member, come regularly or not so often.
Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want
to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.
To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or
Mary Chambers 493-9644.

MISSIONS
Venice and Englewood Lions Club
Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is
a large box located in the front office (main building) where
you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing
aids.
For more information there are brochures located in the front
office or you can call: 941-486-6065.

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach
to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of
drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to
worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are
flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374.

Sunday Morning Team
We have a few volunteers that open and lock up the church
on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because
we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the
folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at
941-485-2634.

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’
including the expiration date. Turn them in at the front
office. Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school
supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission.
They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks,
there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there.
It is usually very small on the back.
This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary
Conference located in a very poor section of our great
country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just
throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the
children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For
other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson
941-412-0847.

MISSIONS
HANDS-ON MISSION OPPORTUNITY

December

GROUPS

1. 8:00am
Pancake
Breakfast,
TFEC

UMM Travel Club

The Mission Committee wants to begin promoting Hands-on
mission work in our community.
To accomplish that goal we are meeting with people both in Grace
and the community. Last meeting we met with the Director of
South Sarasota County Habit for Humanity located on Alligator
Drive Venice. Habitat is building a FAITH HOUSE and have
asked local churches for $60,000 money donations and workers to
build a house for a family here in Venice. The family to qualify
must save enough money for closing costs and must participate in
training classes regarding home ownership and assume a mortgage
on their new house.
The Faith community needs to furnish "people power" to do the
actual construction. This is where you as a Faith person are
needed and can help. There will be skilled trade’s people to assist
with your work and to see it done properly and to building
codes. An on-line safety training is also required. The payback to
you is knowing you have helped in the name of faith to provide
housing for a family that doesn't have permanent housing. When
the house is dedicated {sold) to the family a Christian prayer
service is held.
For more information and volunteering, please call one of the
following: Church Office, Emily Shaw at Habitat, (941-493-6606
ext 228), John Milton (941) 484-7975, or Nancy Vanderwall (941)
485 2401)

Elf the musical December 5, 2018 at Broadway Palm
Theater in Ft. Myers. Charter Bus, Buffet Lunch,
Performance. Bus will leave the Church at 10:00am. Call
John Milton with any questions 484-7975.

Florida Aquarium in Tampa, trip, with a dolphin watching
cruise on Tampa Bay. Date January 17th. Leave church at
8:15am and return about 6:30. As of now the trip is full but
if you would like to be put on the waiting list in case a spot
becomes available contact John Milton 484-7975.

Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has
been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer
Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our
church. She was a charter member of Grace. Because of
her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship
in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added
to the scholarship in Freda’s name.
We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving
Here are some options to choose from:
1. BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE
BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your
local bank just as you would your mortgage
payment or your utility payment
2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT
TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization
form signed at the church office. Please contact the church
office for the authorization form.

3.
7:30am UMM
Breakfast, PH

4.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

5.

6.

7.
6:00pm Village
on the Isle
Christmas Party,
TFEC

8.
9:00am Life
Group,
Parlor

9.
2nd Sunday in
Advent

10.

11.
Newscaster Info DUE

12.
9:30am Preschool/
Santa is Coming,
PH

13.

14.

15.
8:00am
Pancake
Breakfast,
TFEC

20.
Family
Promise, TFEC

21.
Family
Promise, TFEC

22.
Family
Promise,
TFEC

Note: Since we are not traveling to a Christmas music
program, come to the Cantata presented by our GUMC
Choir on December 23 at 11:00am.

27.

28.

29.

8:00am Finance
Meeting, PH Back
Conf. Rm.

3:00pm Erin Abu
Concert, Sanctuary

17.
Family
Promise, TFEC

12:10pm
Dedication of
Instruments

23.
4th Sunday in
Advent

The Piecemakers had a very successful Open House. Thank
you for supporting “the quilters” in our mission. Look here
next month for news of how the proceeds from our sale will
be used. If you missed the open house, you are welcome to
stop by any Wednesday to check out our inventory of quilts
and handmade items, or you can find our table at the
Pancake Breakfasts. We take special orders too!
We meet in the East Wing on Wednesdays from 9:00 am to
2:00 pm. New members are welcome. We always have a
variety of quilting and sewing projects to work on. Our
mission is “to support each other in fellowship and love as
we create quilts for our babies, shut-ins, and friends of
Grace United Methodist Church who need comfort; and
other hand-crafted gift items which support our church and
community missions financially".

11:00am Christmas
Cantata

30.
Children’s Home
Sunday

6:00pm Preschool
Christmas Program,
TFEC.
18.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary
9:30am UMW
Circles, PH

19.
5:30pm Dinner
with Santa, TFEC
Family
Promise, TFEC

6:30pm Staff Parish
Meeting, Parlor

Family
Promise, TFEC

The Piecemakers’ News

1:30pm VOI
Communion, VOI

2:00pm UMW Tea ,
PH

16.
3rd Sunday in
Advent

On a personal note, I worked as a Habitat volunteer for nine years
as a recycle leader. House dedications are a very emotionally
satisfying occasions and make you feel very gratified to be
involved. John Milton

GIVING

2.
1st Sunday of
Advent
Communion

24. Christmas Eve
6:00pm
Contemporary
Candlelight Service,
TFEC
8:00pm Traditional
Candlelight Service,
Sanctuary
11:00pm Christmas
Eve Candlelight
Unplugged, TFEC
31.

Family
Promise, TFEC
25.
Christmas / Church
Office Closed

26.

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis
EVERY SUNDAY
8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC
9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC
9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108
9:30 Adult Sunday School,
Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207
10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200
10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:
Connecting Class, Room 108,YourTurn, Parlor B

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

EVERY MONDAY
10:30 Piano, TFEC Rm 108
10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC
4:30 Prayer Group, Chapel
EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor
10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC
5:30 GraceTones, Music Rm
6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/
WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC
108/201/202
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
5:15 Snack Supper, TFEC
6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC
6:00 Grace Grow Groups - ( Down to Earth,

EVERY THURSDAY
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)
7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C

Rm 108)(Grave Robber, Rm 103)
EVERY FRIDAY
Grave Robber, RM 103)
9:00 Threadcatchers PH, EW
6:30 Stephens Ministry,Youth Rm(Every Other Week) 10:00 French Club, Meeting Rm C
6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm
10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC
6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW
7:00 Al Anon, MR-C
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

POLICIES: These policies ar e in place to ensur e space
and equipment will be available to you and your ministry
and applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff.

ALTAR FLOWERS

1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any
rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be
checked and paperwork completed for the office and
custodian.
2. Groups currently using rooms: If your gr oup needs a
larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we
need to know so we can be sure your needs are being
met.
3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have
tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,
paperwork is required.
4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or
van for your ministry, please get with the office
manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10
business days pr ior to dr iving and the schedule needs
to be checked.
Due Date Information:
1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the
date.
2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in
the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin
board.
Please contact the church office for any of these
requests.

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our
worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can be
given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or
friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for two and
yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the
flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to
fill out in the church office.

Venice MainStreet
Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which
gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park
Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We
also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your
group/ministry would like to take advantage of this
marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below.
Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for
marketing, I will do my best to get this information
submitted. Best to send in early…

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or
announcements.
a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements.
b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I
can meet the deadline for submission..
Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be
the marketing contact.

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order
to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial
bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of
birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase
in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the
continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden
and Walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held once a
year on All Saints Sunday, the first Sunday in November.
Someone from the church will notify you of the date and
time should you wish to attend. Forms are located in the
Church front office. Return the completed form and check in
the amount of $100.
In the Hospital? If you or a loved one goes in the
hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and
notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient
listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know
if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone
calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your
help.

CALENDAR INFORMATION
NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:
Please submit all articles by December 11th for inclusion in
the January Newscaster. Thank you!

GROUPS

GENERAL INFORMATION

From BOT:
The painting of the church buildings has been completed.
The parsonage, the preschool, TFEC and the sanctuary
received a fresh coat of paint and minor repairs. A storm
window will be installed over the upper stained glass
window of the sanctuary to prevent water from leaking into
the sanctuary.

The remodeled cafe/library should be completed by early
December. The new flooring has been installed. New
counters, countertops and bookshelves have been installed.
A television will be installed also. Furniture will be
purchased. It will be a wonderful place to gather and to have
coffee and social interactions.
A new light has been installed in the rear parking lot by the
garbage dumpster. This will be providing additional lighting
to the parking lot.

New fencing has been installed for turtle stakes storage.
Next year the BOT will look at replacing the carpet in
TFEC.
The BOT would like to wish everyone a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

GENERAL INFORMATION

On Sunday, December 9th, masterful soprano saxophonist
and recording artist Eirinn Abu will be performing a
Christmas concert at 3:00pm in the main sanctuary hosted by
Grace United Methodist Church. Eirinn Abu will be
performing selections from his “Saxy Christmas” album
along with selections from “Ten Love Stories” and a new
album released this year titled “HYMNS.”

You Are Invited
On December 16, at 12:10 pm, we will hold a Service of
Dedication for our beautiful new grand piano in the Peale
Chapel. The service will include music by our pianist Mary
Jeanne Moorman, flutist Michael Berndt, and Rich Hager,
tenor. Pastor Robin Hager will dedicate the piano to be used
in the chapel.
The grand piano and Genesis keyboard, were donated to our
church by the family of Rev. William L. Stone, who passed
away January 14, 2017. Rev. Stone was a beloved and
well-known pastor in Michigan, and also in Venice and
Englewood after having officially retired from his last church
in Michigan. We are most grateful to the Stone family for
their very generous gifts to Grace UMC. These wonderful
instruments will be a great asset to the musical life of our
church.
Suzanne Berndt

MEETINGS
December


Finance Meeting: Tuesday, December 11 at 8:00am
in Punch Hall Back Conference Room.



Board of Trustees Meeting: NO MEETING



Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, December 18 at
6:30pm in Parlor.



Church Council Meeting: NO MEETING

Next Pancake Breakfast & Country Store sale Saturday,
December 1st and 15th at 8:00am. If you like to help out or
have any questions call the church office at 941-488-1374.
Donations for the country store always accepted. If you need
help packing up items or need them picked up contact Judy
Johnson 941-488-6929.

The Glory of Christmas
Our Grace Chancel Choir will present “The Glory of
Christmas”, a new Christmas cantata by Lloyd Larson,
which incorporates many familiar Christmas carols, on
December 23 during the 11:00 service.

