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08.2018 Prayer Henri Nouwen

LABEL

Prayer is one of the central spiritual disciplines of the Christian faith. It is so important that in 1 Thessalonians the
Apostle Paul urges the faithful to "pray without ceasing." Honestly this sounds like a daunting task, especially when I
forget that prayer is about cultivating a relationship with God where there is time to both speak and listen.

At times prayer can seem to devolve into a cosmic wish list, where we tell God what we would like to happen in our
lives, the lives of our friends and family, in the world. We rattle off lists of situations and circumstances, hurts and
heartaches that we would like God to address. And, while I firmly believe that God listens to these cries of our hearts, I
know that sometimes when my prayers feel like a to do list to God my prayers can feel hollow. I wonder sometimes,
why am I telling you this God, when I know you already know about it.
One of my favorite authors, Henri Nouwen writes, "prayer is first of all listening to God. It's openness. God is always
speaking, God is always doing something." God loves us and is eager to be in relationship with us and to speak to us.
This is the basis of our confidence in listening prayer. So, when our prayer life feels dry and lifeless and our prayers
feel rote and repetitious perhaps it is God’s reminder to us that prayer is not only about us speaking to God, but also us
listening to God speak.
Ask yourself, how often do I call a friend or relative on the phone, list the things that are going on in my life, thank
them for listening, and then hang up? Hopefully never—I doubt your friend would appreciate it much.
Or, how often do my times of prayer include silence, moments when I listen to how God is speaking and how God’s
Spirit is moving? We pray not only to share our lives with God, but also to open ourselves up for God to share Godself
with us.
Henri Nouwen goes on to write, "I know the only way for me to see the world is to see it through God's eyes." And this,
surely, is another reason why we pray. When we listen for God, when we notice how God is moving, we begin to see
the world through God's eyes. Prayer is transformative in this way, it trains our vision to see the belovedness of the
world more clearly. It helps us to see the places of light and hope that shine even in the darkness.
Prayer has to do with the way God desires connection with us and we desire connection with God. Connection with God
in prayer isn’t always comfortable and certainly isn’t easy. Sometimes it is hard work, As Nouwen puts it, “the real
"work" of prayer is to become silent and listen to the voice that says good things about me. To gently push aside and silence
the many voices that question my goodness and to trust that I will hear the voice of blessing-- that demands real effort.”
One final quote from Henri Nouwen: "the only way to pray is to pray, and the only way to pray well is to pray much."
There is no right or wrong way to pray, no prayer of the heart that is better than any other. And there is no better time to
pray than now, right in this moment.
So, my challenge to you is to take the time to sit with God in prayer, even if just for a few moments each day to talk
with God, to speak to God and then, spend a few minutes listening to the voice of God who calls you, "my beloved
child."
Blessings,
Robin
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In 2003, Grace UMC built our preschool and remodeled our
worship center in TFEC. The loan for this endeavor was
$1,500,000. It has been 15 years since we engaged in these
improvements. This month we sent our final loan payment to the
bank. Not only did we pay off the loan but we paid it off EARLY! This was a 30 year note and it was paid off in 15 years.
On behalf of the finance team at Grace United Methodist Church,
I would like to thank each of you for your generous gifts and
faithful giving to the loan reduction initiative and to your weekly
giving to the church. God has given us so much and we are
grateful to have such faithful givers.
One of our next needs for second mile giving is for a new church
van. We ask you to pray to see if God is calling you to help
provide the funds for a new van to be used for the many needs and
groups here at Grace church including, the Sunday morning van
ministry which brings riders to our worship services, the Grace
preschool, the Grace summer camp, the Men’s club, UMW and
many other uses here at Grace.

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS

GRACE VISION AND
MISSION STATEMENTS
VISION

The 2018 summer session was a wonderful
and exciting time making many friends along
the way! All students had fun experiencing a

Where God’s grace is
changing lives
and making a difference

MISSION
We are a multigenerational
community of faith
called together by God’s
grace to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world

variety of summer activities that were a
direct extension of curriculum from the
school year.
Saturday, August 11th: Beginning at 9:00a.m.
all enrolled families will attend Meet the
Teacher / Parent Meeting. During this time,
all families and students will be able to tour
the Preschool, meet the teacher, and learn of
policies, procedures and events taking place
within the new school year.
Each new year brings us new opportunities to
know Him more, to walk in faith, and grow by
His grace!
May your year be Blessed in the Lord!

AUGUST

If your birthday
or anniversary is not
listed but should be, or
if there are any errors,
please email or call the
church office so that a
correction can be made.
Thank you!

1 Jane Ann Jennings
Barbara Wood
2 Mary Earnest
Sue James
Bev Rogers
4 Kathy Bossert
Barbara Moses
5 Linda Sparr
7 Ernestine Schattner
8 Aida Dulmer
Michael McMahon
9 Lamont Andrews
10 Al Lynn
Bill Stuck
Allice Tolley

11 James Clinch
12 Patricia MacLeod
13 Susan Klinger
Margee Katterheinrich
16 Barbara Duke
17 Marvin Foulk
Edith Murray
18 Harry Beeck
19 Marcia Morley
Carolyn Blethen
22 Martha Mathis
Anthony DeGilio
Beverly Weiand

6 Richard & Virginia Warner
Larry & Diane Bender
8 Gary & Celless Beck
Tom & Kathy Granata
10 Paul & Diane Cline
Kenneth & Tami Taylor
14 William & Reita Burroughs
15 Matt & Darla Hager
Gary & Edna Kittendorf
19 Bill & Maggie Rodgers
Terry & Carolyn Winfrey

20
22
24
27
28
29
30

23 Martha Grant
Annette Nygard
25 Reita Burroughs
26 Phyllis Riedler
27 Una Mae Dailey
Keri Allen
28 Ellen Davis
29 Nathan Stubbs
Debbie Gailbreath
Ken Logerquist
Mary Hendzell
30 Martha Milton
Wanda Weaver-Karasek

Dan & Mary Earnest
John & Paula Wellbeloved
Bill & Pat Davis
Parvin & Sally Russell
Timothy & Barbara Ivins
David & Joanne Farley
Ronnie & Mary Byrd

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP
Every active person in our Grace Church
Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G!
MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church
MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church
GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability
Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group?

MINISTRIES

Greeters 11 AM Service

If you know of someone in assisted living,
rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver),
call the church office with their name and location. We want
to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a
better job in reaching out to our homebound members.
Thank you for your assistance.

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
to people who are hurting. If you are called to
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a
Stephen Minister, please speak to the
Pastor.

AUGUST VOLUNTEERS

MINISTRIES CONTINUED

We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace
before the Traditional Service at both the front door and
the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.
Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a
long time member, come regularly or not so often.
Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want
to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.
To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or
Mary Chambers 493-9644.

MISSIONS
Venice and Englewood Lions Club
Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is
a large box located in the front office (main building) where
you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing
aids.
For more information there are brochures located in the front
office or you can call: 941-486-6065.

DATE
August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

Harry Moses
Jack Rex
Judy Johnson
Tami Weaver

PICK-UP
Robert Waldron
Steve Boone
Bob Bainbridge
Ron Schmitt

Date

Front Door

Back Door

August 5
August 12
August 19
August 26

Arla Henthorn
Paul & Diane Cline
Jean & Norris Mead
Lois Bickel

Jay & Linda Burnside
Karen Mack
Carol Simpson
Linda Sparr

TAKE HOME
Robert Waldron
Steve Boone
Bob Bainbridge
Ron Schmitt

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach
to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of
drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to
worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are
flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374.

Sunday Morning Team
We have seven volunteers that open and lock up the church
on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because
we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the
folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at
941-485-2634.

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’
including the expiration date. Turn them in at the front
office. Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school
supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission.
They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks,
there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there.
It is usually very small on the back.
This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary
Conference located in a very poor section of our great
country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just
throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the
children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For
other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson
941-412-0847.

AUGUST

GROUPS

MISSIONS

Board of Trustees Update – August 2018
Greetings from the Board of Trustees.
Our next Family Promise host week is coming up! We
host August 26 – September 2. For those who are not familiar
with Family Promise, it is a faith-based transitional homeless
program for families who situationally (such as illness, loss of
job, divorce) find themselves homeless. These are families with
children, not chronic or habitual homeless. 13 area churches each
host the families (up to 4 families at a time) for a week each
quarter and during that week the church provides a room for each
family to sleep and church volunteers provide meals, fellowship
and overnight hosts who also stay at the church. This is a wonderful ministry and a great opportunity to help those who truly
need help right here in our community. If you are interested in
helping in any way, please contact Steve Boone at 941-488-6716
(work) 941-685-5520 (cell); or sboone@boone-law.com.

GIVING
We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving
Here are some options to choose from:
1. BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE
BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your
local bank just as you would your mortgage
payment or your utility payment
2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT
TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization
form signed at the church office. Please contact the church
office for the authorization form.
Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has
been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer
Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our
church. She was a charter member of Grace. Because of
her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship
in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added
to the scholarship in Freda’s name.

GROUPS

Threadcatchers
The quilting circle meets every Friday 9am to Noon in
Room A8. For information call Lorry Stover at
485-0094.

As usual we have been working around the campus to keep
things in order.
Here are some of the big ticket items that need our attention.


5.
Communion

6.

7.
6:30pm Pack Leader
Committee Meeting,
Parlor

1.
6:30pm Stephens
Ministry, Library

2.

3.
Last Day of
Grace Summer
Camp

4.

8.
1:30pm VOTI
Communion, VOI

9.

10.
5:30pm Movie
Night, TFEC &
GYM

11.
8:30am
Preschool Open
House/ Parent
Meeting,
Sanctuary

Replace the church Van. It is a 2002 model year vehicle.
It is used weekly and on some weeks in the summer,
daily. We are considering a separate account to raise
funds for this item.

9:00am New
Member Class,
Parlor



The Preschool needs to add a bathroom in the multi
purpose room to increase its functionality.



The campus building exteriors need a fresh coat of paint.



The floor in TFEC needs to be replaced.

14.
September
Newscaster
Information DUE



We need some new technology in the office and in the
worship areas.

8:00am Finance
Meeting, PH back
Conf. Rm.



The meeting rooms and offices need a refresh of paint
and fixtures.

6:00pm Board of
Trustees Meeting,
Parlor
21.

These are in addition to all of the many day to day items that
have to occur to keep the property up and looking good.

9:00am Life
Group, Library
12.

13.

19.
Children's Coin
Ministry

20.
6:30pm Suncoast
Emmaus, Meeting
Rm C

6:30pm Staff Parish
Meeting, Parlor

26.
Family Promise,
TFEC

27.
Family Promise,
TFEC

28.
Family Promise,
TFEC
6:00pm Church
Council Meeting,
Chapel

Jay Geerdes and Julie Whitaker have been working hard on
the plantings and flower beds, but they need some help. If
you are willing to weed, trim and mulch we are desperate for
your help. Please call me or the church office.
I also need volunteers to help around the campus with some
light carpentry and electrical work. If you have that skill or
if you are looking to get involved working around the campus in another area please give me a call and I will help you
find a place to plug in.
Lastly I would be remiss if I didn’t send a huge thank you to
Gene Stover and his community service workers for all they
have done to freshen up the Preschool in preparation for the
new school year.
Blessings,
Your BOT President
Larry Bender

15.
6:30pm Stephens
Ministry, Library

16.

17.

18.

22.

23.
6:30pm Boy
Scout District
Committee Mtg,
PH

24.

25.

29.
Family Promise,
TFEC
6:30pm Stephens
Ministry, Library

30.
Family Promise,
TFEC

31.
Family Promise,
TFEC

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis
EVERY SUNDAY
8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC
9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC
9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108
9:30 Adult Sunday School,
Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207
10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200
10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:
Connect ing Class, Room 108; YourTurn, Parlor B

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

EVERY MONDAY
5:00 Prayer Group, Chapel
EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor
5:30 GraceTones, Music Room
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
7:00 Emmaus Men’s Meeting,
Library

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH
5:15 Snack Super, TFEC
6:00 Grace Grow Groups, TFEC
6:00 Kidz Club & Anchor Youth TFEC
6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW
7:00 Al Anon, MR-C

EVERY THURSDAY
7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
EVERY FRIDAY
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GROUPS

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space and

ALTAR FLOWERS

The Piecemakers’ News

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our
worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can
be given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or
friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for two and
yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the
flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to
fill out in the church office.

The Piecemakers will continue to meet over the summer
months. We are always open to new members. We have a
variety of quilting and sewing projects to work on and we
welcome new ideas too. We meet in the East Wing on
Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Our mission is “to
support each other in fellowship and love as we create quilts
for our babies, shut-ins, and friends of Grace United
Methodist Church who need comfort; and other hand-crafted
gift items which support our church and community
missions financially".

equipment will be available to you and your ministry and
applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff.
1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any
rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be
checked and paperwork completed for the office and
custodian.
2. Groups currently using rooms: If your gr oup needs a
larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we
need to know so we can be sure your needs are being
met.
3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have
tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,
paperwork is required.
4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or
van for your ministry, please get with the office
manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10
business days pr ior to dr iving and the schedule needs
to be checked.
Due Date Information:
1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the
date.
2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in
the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin
board.
Please contact the church office for any of these
requests.

Venice MainStreet
Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which
gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park
Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We
also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your
group/ministry would like to take advantage of this
marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below.
Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for
marketing, I will do my best to get this information
submitted. Best to send in early…

Orders for bricks will be batched in increments of no less
than five so it may take some time for your brick to be
placed in the walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held
quarterly. We will notify you of the date and time should
you wish to attend. Forms are located in the Church front
office. Return the completed form and check in the amount
of $100.
In the Hospital? If you or a loved one goes in the
hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and
notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient
listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know
if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone
calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your
help.

GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or
announcements.

a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements.
b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I
can meet the deadline for submission..
Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be
the marketing contact.

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order
to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial
bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of
birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase
in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the
continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden
and Walkway.

If you know of someone in the congregation who would like
to receive a visit and a comfort quilt please let the
Piecemakers know. If you have a son or daughter returning
home from active duty in the military and would like to have
him or her receive a quilt, please call Carol Simpson at
497-6738 or Audrey King at 497-5478.

CALENDAR INFORMATION
NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:
Please submit all articles by August 13th for inclusion in the
September Newscaster. Thank you!

AUGUST


Finance Meeting: Tuesday, August 14 at 8:00am in
Punch Hall Back Conference Room.



Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, August 14 at
6:00pm in the Parlor.



Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, August 21 at 6:30pm
in Parlor.



Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, August 28 at
6:00pm in Chapel

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSE NOTES:
August - 2018 is IMMUNIZATION AWARENES MONTH
We all need shots (vaccines) to help protect us from serious
diseases. This protection is called immunization. To help
keep our community safe, and Grace UMC, this is National
Immunization Awareness Month and here are some tips.
Shots can prevent serious diseases like the flu, measles, and
pneumonia. It’s important to know which shots you need and
when to get them.
Everyone age 6 months and older needs to get a flu vaccine
every year. Other types of shots work best at specific ages or
life stages.

Library Resources –



In addition to our church library, the Venice Public Library
provides us with many resources for study and enjoyment. In our
Church library books are available on church history and religions
of the world, and on issues related to faith and the art of living. The
Library also has Bible commentaries, atlases, and inspirational
volumes. The public library has the latest books by our favorite
authors are on the shelves or may be requested to be sent from
other county libraries. Well worth the visit. Even more extensive
resources will be available with the completion of the new
William H. Jervey, Jr. Venice Public Library on the site of the old
library.



Paul Cline, Church Member
Dear Grace Church,

MEETINGS

GENERAL INFORMATION

Thank you for all the cards and phone calls and to everyone that
attended Bob’s Service I greatly appreciate all of your support. I
know he is in God’s hands.
Lucy Denler




If you have a child age 6 or younger, learn which shots
your child needs.
Find out which shots you need as an adult and check to
see if you are up to date.
If you are pregnant, check out recommended
immunization schedule
These sites are under Center for Disease Control - enter
the subject

Talk to your doctor or nurse to make sure that everyone in
your family gets the shots they need.
**Here at Grace we will be having a Flu Shot Clinic on
Sunday October 7, 2018 from 10-11 and 12-1 p.m. Please
plan to participate in this for your flu shot. This offering
will be yearly if the participation for it is good! We hope
this timing gives folks enough time to plan on getting this
done here at Grace!

Dear Grace Church,
You certainly lived up to your name. Thank you for all the many,
many cards and acts of kindness you showed us all along our
journey but, especially the extravagant outpouring of love and
support at the end. Our families were so touched by your kindness
and love. You have done both so very well.
Thank you, with love
Ginny & Tom

The Country Store is always accepting donations. If you
have any questions please call Judy Johnson at
941-488-6929. We are willing to help you pack items and/or
pick items up.

