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NEWSCASTER 2019 EDITION
Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

LABEL

We are still a few weeks from celebrating the highest holy day of the Christian faith when we will greet each other on Easter
Sunday with this traditional Easter refrain. This greeting connects us to Christians over the millennia since Jesus' death and
resurrection, reminding us of the power of God’s love which conquers sin and death and the grave.
Hallelujah, Christ is risen indeed!
Recently, one of our youth asked me why the date when we celebrate Easter changes every year. (Pause for a moment, do you
know the answer?)
According to the Bible, Jesus Christ's death and resurrection occurred around the time of the celebration of the Jewish Passover,
which is celebrated following the first full moon following the vernal equinox, the moment the Sun crosses the celestial equator
(the imaginary line in the sky above the Earth’s equator) from south to north. Some early Christian communities celebrated
Easter on Passover and others on the first Sunday after the Passover. But, by the 2nd century most Christians were celebrating
Easter on the first Sunday following the Passover. Then, in 325C.E., the Council of Nicaea officially established that Easter would
be held on the first Sunday after the first Full Moon occurring on or after the vernal equinox. And, that is the reason why the date
on which we celebrate Easter moves from year to year.
The fact that Easter doesn’t have a specific date helps us remember that every Sunday is to be a celebration of Easter. It isn’t just
once a year that we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Easter is the way we are to live our faith; it is in light of the resurrection that we
sing and celebrate, ask deep questions, offer our prayers, gather as the body of Christ, serve in and through our shared ministry,
and grow and mature as disciples of Jesus Christ. We don't just celebrate Easter, we are called to live as Easter people.

The Bible doesn’t say celebrate Easter on one specific day. Instead, it encourages disciples to live Easter’s good news of new life
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ every day. The greatest way we can do that is to do what the first disciples did. They gave
testimony to how they saw Jesus, the living Lord following the resurrection.
Jesus appeared in all kinds of places — in locked rooms, walking along the Emmaus road, on a beach sharing breakfast on the
shores of the sea of Galilee. He showed himself in the midst of peoples’ fear and doubt, injustice and despair. He appeared to
people who longed for meaning, purpose, wholeness and faith. His presence was and is certainly experienced in the joys of being
found, in healing mercies, in people being fed and clothed and cared for, and in the discovery of God’s way and will as every
generation that seeks him anew.
Where do you see Jesus? Where will you see him and how will you experience new life in the coming Easter season? (Pause and
think about it for a few minutes.)
The good news of Easter tells us that wherever we look, regardless of what day it is, Jesus is there, waiting to be seen, waiting for
our eyes to open and see new life and new possibilities.
So, as you go about living each and every day, I pray that you will have eyes to see the reflection of Christ in every person you
encounter and to know the wonderful ways God is working all around us. Jesus is alive and God is calling us into new life and
encouraging us to be a part of sharing our lives as Easter People in the world.
I don't know about you, but when I see the breadth and impact of our growing love for God here at Grace UMC, when I see our
love for each other and our love for our community and the world, I’m inspired, and I can’t help but say, “I have seen the Lord!”
Easter blessings,
Robin
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WEDNESDAYS!
WESLEY
DISCOVERY
JOIN US FOR
SNACK SUPPERS
@5:15.
KIDZ CLUB @ 6-7:15

Here we are Mid Lenten Season! Each year we celebrate Palm Sunday,
the story is found in all four gospels. In Matthews account, the palm
branches we placed on the road rather than waved. He also mentions a
donkey and a colt. No matter which, it is clear that His entrance was a
time of celebration. The people were in need of a new leader, and Jesus
was the Chosen One. Did you know, the Christian Church has chosen to
gather on Sunday mornings to remember it was early one Sunday
morning many years ago when it was discovered the tomb was empty?
Every Sunday morning is a “little Easter”. We come to praise God and
give thanks for the good news of the empty tomb. Although their accounts
differ in details, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all give accounts of the
empty tomb. None, describe the resurrection itself though. That remains
part of the mystery of our faith. We know that Jesus is alive because of
the witness of those who experienced it and by our own experiences.
Easter is a time to celebrate God’s great, never-ending love! Jesus is
Alive!
1. Peter Pretends (Matthew 26:69-75)
2. Jesus Enters Jerusalem (Matthew 21:1-11)
3. EASTER– HE LIVES (John 20:1-18)
4. Feed My Sheep (John 21:1-19)
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On Easter Sunday we will use a variety of flowers including
Easter Lilies, Peace Lilies, Bougainvillea, Hibiscus,
Plumbago, Wild Coffee, Wax Myrtle, Crotons, Vinca and
other Flowering shrubs, to decorate our Sanctuary and
TFEC Worship space on Easter Sunday.
You are invited to purchase plants in MEMORY OF or IN
HONOR OF a loved one, friend or group (i.e., the choir,
youth ministry, etc.). The amount in excess of the cost of the
plants will go to missions.
If you would like to participate, please place your check in
the offering plate along with the information requested
below, or bring it to the church office. Please include your
name as the donor and the name of the person in whose
memory or honor the plant is given it will be published in
the bulletin on Easter Sunday. Following each worship
service, persons may take their plants home or you can
leave them as a donation to the church. Plants that are
donated to the church will be used to beautify and update
the landscape throughout our church campus.
Donation of $10.00 each
ORDERS MUST BE PLACED BY APRIL 15th
ORDER YOUR EASTER PLANTS TODAY!

APRIL 2019
So, if you have read the Gospels, you may have noticed a
common theme: the disciples often seem clueless. They regularly
fail to understand Jesus’ teachings. The disciples rarely seem to
appreciate the significance of events ( Matt 16:5-12; Mark 7:17-18;
Luke 9:45; John 16:17-18) How do the disciples respond at the
last supper? They argue! Of course we have hindsight, we know
how the story ends. The disciples do not but, Luke did. When Luke
wrote about the story he wanted us to understand the disciples,
just like us, were human. He also wrote about them having their
time to shine as courageous leaders but in the story of the last
supper, a pretty amazing and important story, they are fumbling
like the rest of us! Faith sometimes feels like fumbling in the dark.
We don’t always understand where God is leading us or how we
will get there, We can’t always make sense of God in our lives and
we may not understand the significance of something at the
moment it is happening. One day we have the hindsight to look at
our story, and see the vision that God had! Jesus is alive and is
with us always!

GRACE VISION AND
MISSION STATEMENTS
VISION
Where God’s grace is
changing lives
and making a difference

MISSION

WEDNESDAYS!
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES
SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15 & STUDY @ 6
FRIENDS WELCOME!

We are a multigenerational
community of faith
called together by God’s
grace to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS

Thank you to Brewburgers and the many
Preschool and Church families who
contributed to Burgers for Christy during the
month of March for staff member Christy
Brinton-Perz in her fight against cancer!
Look out for the date! Our Music and Art fair
is a wonderful event the entire family can
enjoy! Look forward to eating great food,
student art work and musical performances!
Save the date! VPK Graduation will be held
May 23rd!
The Preschool is looking for Bus and Van
drivers for scheduled field trips!

If your birthday
or anniversary is not
listed but should be,
or if there are any
errors, please email
or call the church
office so that a
correction can be
made.
Thank you!

1 John Curry
2 Michael Shahan
Jake Delaney
Barbara Carmack
Kailey Taylor
3 Jenna Williams
4 Nancy Burnham
5 Nancy Soucy
6 Charlotte Earle
7 Ed Campbell
Ayleen Durrer
Julie Whittaker
Jack Rex
8 Anddrew Toepfer
Barbara Hontz
Ryan Rutherford
Mallory Grow
Eric Eckberg

9 Daniel Meyer
10 Leon Goolden
Diane Kingsbury
Allen Pfundtner
Ned Katterheinrich
11 Cindi Anderson
Jeffery Bossert
13 David Williams
14 Jennifer Giesel
Tanner Mocny
15 Sara Mackey
Shala Rossheim
16 Dick Hoyt
17 Sharon Rex
18 Renee Kemper Bernstein

1 Ralph & Nancy Burnham
6 Russell & Patricia Johnson
8 John & Ella Thurston
10 Jim & Margaret Tilton
12 James & Giesel Froelich
14 Sheldon & Cindy Toepfer
15 Bill & Marian Pell

19 Brian Williams
Pat Losey
21 Samuel Leffler Waldron
23 Donald MacLeod
Pat Jandacek
David Cron
24 Mary King
Ethan Giesel
25 Suzanne Berndt
26 Linda Arnold
28 Pat Hall
Mike Berndt
Caltlyn Hill
29 Dot Hicks
Carolyn Winfrey

17 Larry & Arla Henthorn
Jack & Sharon Rex
18 John & Sara Sanborn
21 Jim & Tami Goetluck
24 Frank & MaryLou Maradeo

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP
Every active person in our Grace Church
Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G!
MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church
MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church
GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability
Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group?

MINISTRIES

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you know of someone in assisted living,
rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver),
call the church office with their name and location. We want
to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a
better job in reaching out to our homebound members.
Thank you for your assistance.

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
to people who are hurting. If you are called to
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a
Stephen Minister, please speak to the
Pastor.

APRIL VOLUNTEERS

Harry Beeck
Judy Johnson
Bob Bainbridge
Phyllis Johns

Date
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Front Door
Linda Sparr
Wanda & Lou Karasek
Larsi Claiborne
Jack & Sharon Rex

DATE

PICK-UP

April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

Ron Schmitt
Bob Bainbridge
Bob Bainbridge
Robert Waldron

Back Door
Linda Meadows
Lori & Gene Stover
Carole Simpson
Russ & Pat Johnson

TAKE HOME
Ron Schmitt
Bob Bainbridge
Bob Bainbridge
Robert Waldron

MINISTRIES CONTINUED

VISITING MINISTRY TEAM
Bringing Our Church To God’s People
WILL YOU HELP?
This ministry is an opportunity for us to address a need in
our church family and community. Visiting the sick,
homebound and those living in care homes provides them
with a sense of belonging and spiritual connection to our
church and the Body of Christ. Your willingness to listen,
share God’s Word and when requested bring Holy
Communion is a wonderful way to be of service to one
another. Is Jesus calling you to “Step out of the boat, out of
your comfort zone and follow Him?” Please say YES!
Contact Annette Scott 724.516.81

Sunday pick up and take home ministry is a great outreach
to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in need of
drivers! This ministry enables them to come to church to
worship God with their fellow Christians in faith. We are
flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374.

Sunday Morning Team
We have a few volunteers that open and lock up the church
on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because
we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the
folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at
941-485-2634.

Greeters 11 AM Service
We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace
before the Traditional Service at both the front door and
the back door. The time is from 10:30 to 10:55.
Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a
long time member, come regularly or not so often.
Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want
to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.
To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or
Mary Chambers 493-9644.

MISSIONS
Venice and Englewood Lions Club
Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is
a large box located in the front office (main building) where
you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing
aids. For more information there are brochures located in the
front office or you can call: 941-486-6065.

MISSIONS

April

GROUPS

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission

1.
7:30am UMM
Breakfast, PH

2.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

3.

4.

5.

6.
8am LAST
Pancake
Breakfast &
Country Store,
TFEC

7. Communion
Family Promise

8.
Family Promise

9.
Family Promise

10.
Family Promise

11.
Family Promise

12.
Family Promise

13.
Family
Promise

3:00pm Heather
McCraw Concert,
Sanctuary

NEWCASTER
INFO DUE

8am Finance Meeting,
PH Back Conf. Rm

1:30pm VOTI
Communion, VOTI

9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

9:30am UMW Meeting
& Luncheon, PH

The Piecemakers’ News

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’
including the expiration date. Turn them in at the front
office. Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school
supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission.
They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks,
there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there.
It is usually very small on the back.
This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary
Conference located in a very poor section of our great
country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just
throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the
children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For
other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson
941-412-0847.

The Piecemakers meet in the East Wing on Wednesdays
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. We are always open to new
members. We have a variety of quilting and sewing projects
to work on and welcome new ideas too. Our mission is “to
support each other in fellowship and love as we create quilts
for our babies, shut-ins, and friends of Grace United
Methodist Church who need comfort; and other hand-crafted
gift items which support our church and community
missions financially". If you know of someone in the
congregation who would like to receive a visit and a comfort
quilt please let the Piecemakers know. If you have a son or
daughter returning home from active duty in the military and
would like to have him or her receive a quilt, please call
Carol Simpson at 497-6738 or Audrey King at 497-5478.

Grace Book Lovers

GIVING
Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has
been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer
Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our
church. She was a charter member of Grace. Because of
her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship
in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added
to the scholarship in Freda’s name.
We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving
Here are some options to choose from:
1. BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE
BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your
local bank just as you would your mortgage
payment or your utility payment
2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTHLY DEBIT
TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization
form signed at the church office. Please contact the church
office for the authorization form.

GROUPS

United Methodist Men
UMM monthly breakfast meeting will be at 7:30 AM on
April 1 in punch hall. J oin us for a time of
fellowship and coffee and donuts.

6pm Board of Trustees,
Parlor
14.
PALM SUNDAY
Services
9AM , TFEC &
11AM, Sanctuary

15.

16.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

Big Cat Habitat Tour
And Lunch
November 13th 2019
Depart Church 10 AM and return about 5 PM. Cost is $65
per person including lunch at Der Dutchman. You will see
both the bird show and the large animal Show. There will
also be time to walk to see the other beasts and pet a few as
well. There is a picture time with you and one of the big
cats so come with your camera. Sign up now to have your
space. We need to know how many to plan transportation.
Sunday there will be Committee representatives to assist
members in signing up for these trips for next fall.

17.

18.
7pm MAUNDY
THURSDAY
Service, TFEC

19.
12pm GOOD
FRIDAY
Service,
Sanctuary

20.

24.

25.
6:30pm Boy
Scout District
Mtg, PH

26.

27.

10am UMW Circle
Grps. PH
7:00pm Staff Parish
Meeting, Parlor

Tuesday, April 23 at 10:00am in the Coffee Café
This Time Together by Carl Burnett
Led by Nancy Vanderwall

Travel Club

9am Life Grp,
Parlor

21.
EASTER
SUNDAY
Services 9AM ,
TFEC & 11AM,
Sanctuary

22.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

23.
5:00pm Family
Promise Board
Meeting, Parlor
6pm Church Council
Meeting, Chapel

Children's Coin
Ministry
10:30am Easter Egg
Hunt, front lawn by
the bell tower
28.

29.

30.
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

&
Christmas Show
Florida Southern College
December 14, 2019
Depart Church on an All Around Tours Bus 10 AM and return about 5:30 PM. Lunch at Golden Corral in Lakeland, FL
included. Cost $60 per person. Show is presented by College
Choir, and Theater students. We need at least 30 people to
go, so sign up early so we get your ticket by October
because there is limited seating in the auditorium.

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis
EVERY SUNDAY
8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC
9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC
9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108
9:30 Adult Sunday School,
Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207
10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200
10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:
Connecting Class, Room 108,YourTurn, Parlor B

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary
3:00 New Testament Discipleship Bible
Study / Wasson, Parlor

EVERY MONDAY
10:30 Piano, TFEC Rm 108
10:30 Preschool Dance, TFEC
4:30 Prayer Group, Chapel
4:30 Taekwondo, PH
EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor
10:30 Dance Lessons, TFEC
5:30 GraceTones, Music Rm
6:30 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH /EW/
WW/Back Conf. Rm/TFEC
108/201/202

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
5:15 Snack Supper, TFEC
6:00 Kidz Club & Anchored Youth, TFEC
6:30 Stephens Ministry,CoffeeRm(Every Other Week)
6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Rm
6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW
7:00 Al Anon, MR-C

EVERY THURSDAY
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
4:30 Taekwondo, PH
6:00 Girl Scouts Rm 203 (Every Other Week)
7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
EVERY FRIDAY
10:30 Martial Arts, TFEC
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

POLICIES: These policies ar e in place to ensur e space
and equipment will be available to you and your ministry
and applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff.

ALTAR FLOWERS

1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any
rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be
checked and paperwork completed for the office and
custodian.
2. Groups currently using rooms: If your gr oup needs a
larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we
need to know so we can be sure your needs are being
met.
3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have
tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,
paperwork is required.
4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or
van for your ministry, please get with the office
manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10
business days pr ior to dr iving and the schedule needs
to be checked.
Due Date Information:
1. Sunday bulletin information is due 10 days prior to the
date.
2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in
the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin
board.
Please contact the church office for any of these
requests.

Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our
worship areas by placing flowers on the altar. Flowers can be
given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF loved ones or
friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00 for two and
yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign up on the
flower calendar in the hallway and Please pick up a form to
fill out in the church office.

Venice MainStreet

GENERAL INFORMATION

EASTER CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED

In the Hospital? If you or a loved one goes in the
hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and
notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient
listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know
if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone
calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your
help.

LAST Pancake Br eakfast & Countr y Stor e sale of the
season Saturday, April 6th at 8:00am. .

We are now accepting donations of: WRAPPED Easter
candy for the Easter Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday. There will
be baskets placed in each lobby to collect the candy.

Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which
gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park
Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We
also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your
group/ministry would like to take advantage of this
marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below.
Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for
marketing, I will do my best to get this information
submitted. Best to send in early…

“Never Be The Same Again”
an inspirational afternoon
with award winning performer

1. Please email the church office your formatted flyers or

HEATHER MCCRAW

Concert

announcements.
a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements.
b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY at noon so that I
can meet the deadline for submission..

Sunday, April 7
3 pm - Sanctuary

Award winning performer, Heather McCraw has been in the
ministry and performing nationally in concerts, captivating
audiences with her voice and stage presence since the age of
3. Heather is a sought after singer, entertainer, recording
artist and vocal coach.

Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be
the marketing contact.

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order
to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial
bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of
birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase
in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the
continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden
and Walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held once a
year on All Saints Sunday, the first Sunday in November.
Someone from the church will notify you of the date and
time should you wish to attend. Forms are located in the
Church front office. Return the completed form and check in
the amount of $100.

GENERAL INFORMATION

CALENDAR INFORMATION

Following in her father, Dan McCraw’s footsteps, Heather
continues on with her heritage singing in concerts, sharing
inspirational songs and encouraging word. She is currently
working on her latest Gospel album. This event is FREE but
a love offering will be taken.

NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:
Please submit all articles by April 9th for inclusion in the
May Newscaster . Thank you!

MEETINGS

The 10th Annual Venice Bible Read-a-thon

April

April 2nd – 6th, 2019



Finance Meeting: Tuesday, April 9th at 8:00am in
Punch Hall Back Conference Room.



Board of Trustees Meeting: Tuesday, April 9th at
6:00pm in the Par lor



Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, April 16th at 7:00pm
in Parlor.



Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, April 23rd at
6:00pm in the Chapel

Please join us for reading, helping and sharing in
proclaiming God’s Word over the City of Venice. A Bible
Read-a-thon is 90 continuous hours of reading the scriptures
from Genesis to Revelation without commentary. Up to 350
people can participate. Readers will be reading from the
King James Bible (on the podium already) and may read for
15 minutes. Come Read give God 15 minutes to read His
Word at the Gazebo in Centennial Park. To volunteer to read
you can sign up at our website www.biblereadathon.org or
call
Sandy Black at 941-702-2000.

United Methodist Women's Luncheon will be April 9 at
11:30 AM. Board meeting at 9:30 AM. Program:
Jim Foubister will speak on SERVE FLORIDA with the
emphasis on local interests and services All are welcome.

