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LABEL

Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing ye heavens, and earth reply, Alleluia!
(Charles Wesley, 1739)
Every Easter for as long as I’ve been a Christian, I’ve sung the verses of this beloved hymn, written by Charles Wesley in
1739. I look forward to the opening moments of the Easter service when the pastor triumphantly declares, “Christ is risen!”
and the congregation echoes back, “He is risen, indeed!” Those words are often followed by the sound of a trumpet
beckoning the congregation to sing God’s praise, “Christ the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!” The congregation next invites,
“Earth and heaven in chorus say, Alleluia!” It is a glorious thing to hear the sound of God’s people declaring with one voice
that, indeed Christ is risen from the dead, that sin and death have been defeated and hope is alive!
Part of the reason these opening moments of worship are so powerful for me (and hopefully, for you too) is that for the 40
days of Lent the word “Alleluia” is traditionally gone from the liturgy of the Church. After 40 days in the wilderness with
Jesus, after spending time in prayer and devotion, fasting and self-examination, after walking slowly and deliberately
through the pain and defeat of Holy Week, I feel like I have a deeper understanding of my need for forgiveness, my need for
a savior, my need for a new beginning. After 40 days, I’m ready to acknowledge the amazing gift of new life offered through
Christ’s resurrection; I’m ready to sing, and even shout again, Alleluia!
Alleluia is the Latin translation of the word “Hallelujah.” “Hallel” means to praise, to boast in, to shine forth, to be worthy
of praise. “Jah” is a shortened form of “Jehovah,” which means the Self-Existent and Eternal One.
Alleluia or Hallelujah means, “praise the Lord.”
Alleluia! Praise the Lord! God has given us salvation in Jesus Christ and sustains us with every breath. Praise the Lord! God
has forgiven our sins and invited us to throw off the grave clothes of our past and to put on garments of righteousness and
praise. Praise the Lord! God has invited us to live not for ourselves, but for the sake of others and for his glory. Alleluia,
praise the Lord!
With thankful hearts we rejoice, Christ is risen and, we say, “Alleluia!” God, your love and wisdom and power are far
beyond our comprehension. By God’s mercy in Jesus Christ, may we truly be God’s Easter people who sing and shout and
live to bring God glory with our every breath. Alleluia!
Happy Easter! Alleluia!
Pastor Robin
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WEDNESDAYS!
TEAM KID –
KIDS IN DISCIPLESHIP.
JOIN US FOR
KIDZ CLUB AT 6-7:15
SNACK SUPPERS IS AT
5:15.

Paul had an encounter that changed his life; he met Jesus. Paul
was blinded and had to be led into Damascus by others, not the
entry into Damascus he had planned! As a result of his meeting
with the risen Christ, Paul was changed, not immediately, but over
time. Paul ultimately showed the same determination in recruiting
followers of Jesus as he had previously shown in persecuting
those followers. Paul’s conversion story is an example of God’s
ability to use anyone to carry out God’s work. With his history of
persecuting Christians, Paul seemed an unlikely candidate to
spread God’s Word. Many see young children as unlikely
candidates, but their voices can change lives. “Out of the month of
babes” They are our the future and we must supply them with the
skills to carry God’s work.

SUNDAY
MORNINGS!

CHURCH STAFF
Kenneth Carter, Florida Conference, Resident Bishop
Rinaldo Hernandez, District Superintendent, SW District
All Members of the Church, Ministers
Robin Hager, Pastor
Beverly McFarland, Administrator
Suzanne Berndt, Organist/Director, Traditional Music
Mary Jeanne Moorman, Pianist
Rich Hager, Praise Team Leader
Vicki Mackey, Student and Family Ministry Director
Tia Fishburn, Office Assistant
Frank Hall, Custodian
Karen Bowles, Housekeeper

CHILDREN’ CHURCH 9:15
&
SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00

APRIL 2018
None of the Gospels includes an eyewitness report of the moment of
Jesus’ resurrection. The women visiting the tomb to anoint Jesus’ body
do not see a corpse rise up in new life. They see an empty tomb and
must begin to deduce what has happened with the help of two
mysterious strangers. Peter, however, shows signs of curiosity about the
women’s claim and investigates further. He tries to see for himself, to
take ownership of the report. He wonders what could have happened.
Like Peter, we are hearing a report handed down to us by others. It’s a
puzzling report that doesn’t fit into our usual understanding, which tells
us that people who die remain dead. We find ourselves in the midst of a
puzzling mystery, full of uncertainty, which can be interpreted only by
faith. We may have some of the puzzle pieces, but each individual must
figure out how they fit together. What does the Resurrection mean to
us today? What do we mean when we say Jesus is alive or Jesus speaks
to us? Teens are taking ownership of their faith. In this time, they are
taking on the role of the disciples, investigating for themselves, and
making sense of what they find.

GRACE PRESCHOOL NEWS

GRACE VISION AND
MISSION STATEMENTS
VISION
Where God’s grace is
changing lives
and making a difference

MISSION

WEDNESDAYS!
JOIN US FOR GROUP STUDY & GAMES
SNACK SUPPERS @ 5:15 & STUDY @ 6
FRIENDS WELCOME!

DID YOU KNOW? Childr en and Youth need to exper ience the same Bible stor ies and Chr istian concepts at sever al stages of their
faith journey, because their ability to understand the concepts continues to evolve as they grow!

We are a multigenerational
community of faith
called together by God’s
grace to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world

We hope everyone has had a wonderful Spring Break
and blessed Easter! As we begin the month of April
learning new things, let us be reminded to trust in the
Lord with all of our heart.

Registration period is complete with a very limited
number of spaces available in some classrooms. We
are once again blessed to have such a great preschool
where families entrust their children!
Staff Appreciation week is April 16th –April 20th.
We are so grateful and appreciative of the talented
teachers and assistants who have dedicated their
lives to educating children!

If your birthday
or anniversary is not
listed but should be, or
if there are any errors,
please email or call the
church office so that a
correction can be made.
Thank you!

1 John Curry
2 Michael Shahan
Jake Delaney
Barbara Carmack
Kailey Taylor
3 Jenna Williams
4 Janet Howe
Nancy Burnham
5 Nancy Soucy
6 Charlotte Earle
7 Ed Campbell
Ayleen Durrer
Julie Whittaker
Jack Rex
8 Anddrew Toepfer
Barbara Hontz
Ryan Rutherford
Mallory Grow
Eric Eckberg

9 Daniel Meyer
10 Leon Goolden
Diane Kingsbury
Allen Pfundtner
Ned Katterheinrich
11 Cindi Anderson
Jeffery Bossert
13 Art Kingsbury
David Williams
14 Jennifer Giesel
Tanner Mocny
15 Sara Mackey
Shala Rossheim
16 Dick Hoyt
17 Sharon Rex
18 Renee Kemper Bernstein

19 Brian Williams
Pat Losey
21 Samuel Leffler Waldron
23 Donald MacLeod
Pat Jandacek
David Cron
24 Mary King
Ethan Giesel
25 Suzanne Berndt
28 Pat Hall
Mike Berndt
Caltlyn Hill
29 Dot Hicks
Carolyn Winfrey

MINISTRY, MISSION, GROUP
Every active person in our Grace Church
Family is encouraged to have a M, M, and G!
MINISTRY – At least one ministry within the church
MISSION – At least one mission to those outside the church
GROUP – At least one group during the year for spiritual growth and accountability
Do you have a Ministry, a Mission, and a Group?

MINISTRIES
We sometimes hear through casual
comments of church members who are
in assisted living, rehabilitation, or are
home bound. Then it begs the question:
How many are there that we don’t
know about?
Please, if you know of someone in assisted living,
rehabilitation or homebound (even if they have a caregiver),
call the church office with their name and location. We want
to make sure we are not missing anyone and we want to do a
better job in reaching out to our homebound members.
Thank you for your assistance.

1
6
8
10
12

Nancy & Ralph Burnham
Russell & Patricia Johnson
John & Ella Thurston
Jim & Margaret Tilton
John & Martha Milton
James & Giesel Froelich
14 Sheldon & Cindy Toepfer

15 Bill & Marian Pell
17 Larry & Arla Henthorn
Jack & Sharon Rex
18 John & Sara Sanborn
24 Frank & MaryLou Maradeo
26 Bob & Margaret Bricker

Grace is a Stephen Ministry congregation.
A Stephen Minister is equipped to provide
high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care
to people who are hurting. If you are called to
be a Stephen Minister or are in need of a
Stephen Minister, please speak to the
Pastor.

APRIL VOLUNTEERS

Judy Johnson
Harry Moses
Mel & Phyllis Johns
Jack Rex

DATE
PICK-UP
April 1 Steve Boone
April 8
Robert Waldron
April 15 Bob Bainbridge
April 22 Ron Schmitt
April 29 Bob Bainbridge

MINISTRIES CONTINUED
Greeters 11 AM Service
We need Greeters to help welcome people to Grace
before the Traditional Service at both the front door and
the back door. The time is from 10:30 to10:55.
Everyone can greet, whether you're a new member or a
long time member, come regularly or not so often.
Also, if you attend the Contemporary Service and want
to mingle and greet at a particular time, let us know.
To volunteer, call Betty Jo Shiell 497-7854 or
Mary Chambers 493-9644.

MISSIONS
Venice and Englewood Lions Club
Vision Program provides free eye care and glasses. There is
a large box located in the front office (main building) where
you can donate your used glasses, cell phones and hearing
aids.
For more information there are brochures located in the front
office or you can call: 941-486-6065.

TAKE HOME
Steve Boone
Robert Waldron
Bob Bainbridge
Ron Schmitt
Bob Bainbridge

Date

Front Door

Back Door

April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Susan Homan & Edwina Anthony
Carol Gruder
Larsi Claiborne
Linda Meadows
Don & Pat Macloed

Linda & Jay Burnside
Lori & Gene Stover
Peg Oatley
Doris Smith & Jean Needham
Lucy Denler

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need at least 2 more volunteers to keep this ministry
running. Sunday pick up and take home ministr y is a
great outreach to our homebound and shut-ins and we are in
need of drivers! This ministry enables them to come to
church to worship God with their fellow Christians in faith.
We are flexible with your schedule! If you are interested in
volunteering in this ministry outreach, please call 488-1374.

Sunday Morning Team
We have seven volunteers that open and lock up the church
on Sunday mornings. This is saving GUMC funds because
we do not have to hire someone to do it. Many thanks to the
folks volunteering in this ministry. If you are interested in
joining this ministry, please contact Jay Geerdes at
941-485-2634.

GRACE YOU ARE AWESOME
CROP HUNGER WALK UPDATE
The final numbers have been tabulated for our church’s
participation in the 2018 John Clay Crop Hunger Walk.
GUMC really stepped up to address hunger problems both
worldwide and here in Venice. We had 55 walkers who
raised a total of $6255.00 A heartfelt thanks to all those who
donated to this important mission. We make a difference for
those in need.
We are awaiting the final counts of the other participating
churches and organizations; so the grand totals of the Venice
Crop Walk is not yet available. They will be published when
they are received.

Saving Box Tops for Red Bird Mission

Box Tops: it’s the little label that says ‘Box Top’
including the expiration date. Turn them in at the front
office. Henderson Settlement uses the box tops for school
supplies for the two schools that are part of the mission.
They also were able to buy 29 Ford vans. On some snacks,
there is a note on the front of the bag that a box top is there.
It is usually very small on the back.
This is a mission that is part of the Red Bird Missionary
Conference located in a very poor section of our great
country in SE Kentucky. With labels that we might just
throw away, this mission is able to get items that help the
children and adults they serve, such as 12 Ford vans. For
other information contact: Dorris Ann Wasson
941-412-0847.

GROUPS
GUMC Travel Group
Thank you to everyone that participated in our events and
helped support the travel club. We are starting to plan
upcoming events and will have more information shortly!
Threadcatchers
The quilting circle meets every Friday 9am to Noon in
Room A8. For information call Lorry Stover at
485-0094.

United Methodist Men Monthly Breakfast
Please mark your calendars and join the men of the church
for a time of fellowship and spiritual growth. We have a hot
breakfast, good conversation and for those that have the time
and inclination we do a few projects around the
church. Our next Breakfast is April 2, 2018.

GRACE BOOK LOVERS
TUESDAY, APRIL 24 at 10:00 in the church
library, Nancy Vanderwall will lead a review of THE
MALTESE FALCON by Dashiell Hammet as an example
of a detective novel with a femme fatale, as we continue
looking at features of the detective novel genre. All are
welcome.

APRIL

GROUPS

MISSIONS

1. Communion
Easter

Board of Trustees Update – April 2018
Greetings from the Board of Trustees.
Last month I told you that we have a broken sprinkler line
under the sidewalk by the Chapel. It turns out that we have
about 6 breaks in the sprinkler line. Our current servicer
says that he cannot repair it and we need to replace the
system. It is not in the budget so we are looking into
alternatives. If you know a good repair company please give
me a call.
We are installing some new lights around campus for safety
and security. We are also starting to look into more lighting
for the parking area by TFEC.

2. 7:30am UMM
Breakfast, TFEC

3. 8:00am Preschool
Pictures, TFEC
Lobby

4. 8:00am
Preschool
Pictures, TFEC
Lobby

5.8:30 am
Preschool
Board Meeting,
Parlor

6. 1:00pm
Pancake
Breakfast Setup,
TFEC

7. 8:00am LAST
Pancake
Breakfast of the
Season, TFEC

8.Mission Sunday
10:15am Your Turn
SS Gathering,
Parlor
3:00pm Cub Leader
Meeting, PH Back
Conf. Rm.
3:30 Disciple Class,
Punch Hall

9.

10. Newscaster Info
DUE
11:30 UMW Lunch,
Punch Hall
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

11. 1:30pm VOTI
Communion, VOI
6:30pm Stephens
Ministry, Library

12.

13

14. 9:00am Life
Group, Parlor

15. Coin Ministry
3:30pm Disciple
Class, Punch
Hall ,PH/ EW

16. 6:30pm
Suncoast
Emmaus Grp
Meeting, Meeing
Rm C
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

17. 9:30am UMW
Circles Grp, EW/
WW/ Back Conf.
Rm.
Travel Club, Parlor
6:30pm Staff Parish
Meeting, Parlor

18.

19.

20.11:30pm
Preschool Staff
Appreciation
Luncheon, Punch
Hall
5:30pm Ingerick/
Goetluck
Wedding
Rehearsal,
TFEC

21. 1:30pm
Ingerick/
Goetluck
Wedding,
TFEC

22. 3:30 Disciple
Class, Punch
Hall ,PH/ EW

23. 9:15am
Preschool Chapel,
Sanctuary

24. 10:00am Book
Lovers Meeting,
Library
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

25.

26. 6:00pm
Scout Disrict
Meeting, Punch
Hall

27

28.

29. Children's
Home Sunday
3:30pm Disciple
Class, Punch
Hall ,PH/ EW

30. 4:30pm
Community
Dinner, Punch Hall
9:15am Preschool
Chapel, Sanctuary

9:00am
Contemporary
Worship, TFEC
10:30 Egg Hunt
11:00 Traditional,
Sanctuary

We ordered new blinds and baby changing tables for TFEC
in an effort to make the facility family friendly.
A big thank you to Gene Stover for stepping up and taking
charge of cleaning up all of the leaves around the campus.
If you are looking to get involved please give me a call and
I will help you find a place to plug in.
Blessings,
Your BOT President
Larry Bender

Grace United Methodist Women
Grace United Methodist Women's monthly luncheon and
meeting will be on Tuesday, April 10th at 11:30 am in
Punch Hall. This month's program will be about
Immigration in the United States. We will at look at
immigration as found in the Bible and the United
Methodist's Church commitment to migrants as found in the
Church's 2016 Book of Resolutions. We will also present
some current information on Dreamers. Dreamers are the
approximate 800,000 young people in the United States who
have been in the U.S. since a young age, brought here by
their parents. They are here without legal status. Looking
forward to seeing you at this informative program.

Calendar Events That Occur on a Regular Basis
EVERY SUNDAY
8:30 Coffee Time, TFEC
9:00 LifeJourney Worship, TFEC
9:00 Children’s Church, Rooms 106, 108
9:30 Adult Sunday School,
Wesleyan, WW; Christian Encounters, EW

10:00 Kidz Club Class, RM 205/206/207
10:15 Youth Sunday School, Room 200
10:15 LifeJourney Adult Sunday School:
Kingdom Kids, Room 108; Relevance, Room
103; YourTurn, Parlor B

11:00 Traditional Worship, Sanctuary

EVERY MONDAY
11:00 Piano, TFEC
5:00 Prayer Group, Chapel
EVERY TUESDAY
10:00 Staff Meeting, Parlor
11:00 Preschool Dance, TFEC
5:30 GraceTones, Music Room
6:00 Cub Scout Pack #77, PH
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
7:00 Emmaus Men’s Meeting,
Library

EVERY WEDNESDAY
9:00 Piecemakers Quilting, EW & PH
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
5:15 Snack Super, TFEC
6:00 Kidz Club, TFEC
6:30 Chancel Choir Rehearsal, Music Room
6:30 Boy Scout Troop #77, PH/EW/WW
7:00 Al Anon, MR-C

EVERY THURSDAY
10:30 Preschool Gymnastics, TFEC
6:00 Girl Scouts Troop 198,TFEC 203
7:00 LJ Praise Team Practice, TFEC
7:00 AA, Meeting Room C
EVERY FRIDAY
9:00 Threadcatchers PH, EW
10:00 French Club, Meeting Rm C
11:00 Martial Arts, TFEC
* Church Office Closes at 12:00pm

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

Venice MainStreet
Grace has a membership with Venice Main Street which
gives us the opportunity to advertise at the Centennial Park
Kiosk, their weekly e-newsletter, and social media. We
also have a free listing on their website directory. IF your
group/ministry would like to take advantage of this
marketing opportunity please follow the guidelines below.
Please keep in mind – we don’t have a staff member for
marketing, I will do my best to get this information
submitted. Best to send in early…

1. Please email the church office your flyers or
announcements.
a. I can’t make up your flyers or type up announcements.
b. I will need it by WEDNESDAY’S at noon so that I
can
meet the deadline for submission..
Suggestion: have one person from your group/ministry be
the marketing contact.

POLICIES: These policies are in place to ensure space and
equipment will be available to you and your ministry and
applies to everyone, including the congregation & staff.
1. Room Reservations: Any time you wish to use any
rooms or equipment on Campus the schedule needs to be
checked and paperwork filled out for the office and
custodian.
2. Groups currently using rooms: If your gr oup needs a
larger space, a different date, time, or is not meeting, we
need to know so we can be sure your needs can be met.
3. Table/Information Reservations: If you wish to have
tables or easels in the TFEC lobby or Narthex,
paperwork is required.
4. Bus/Van reservation: If you wish to use the bus or
van for your ministry, please get with the office
manager. Insurance paperwork must be submitted 10
business days pr ior to dr iving and the schedule needs
to be checked.
Due Date Information:
1. Sunday bulletins information is due 10 days prior to the
date.
2. Newscaster schedule is located on the bulletin board in
the staff hallway or in the work room on the bulletin
board.
Please contact the church office for any of these
requests.

GROUPS

GENERAL INFORMATION CONTINUED

The Piecemakers’ News

Bricks may be engraved in memory of loved ones. In order
to maintain consistency throughout the walkway, memorial
bricks will be engraved with your loved one’s name, year of
birth and year of death. Money received from the purchase
in excess of memorial bricks cost will be used for the
continued maintenance and upkeep of the Memorial Garden
and Walkway.

Orders for bricks will be batched in increments of no less
than five so it may take some time for your brick to be
placed in the walkway. A dedication ceremony will be held
quarterly. We will notify you of the date and time should
you wish to attend. Forms are located in the Church front
office. Return the completed form and check in the amount
of $100.

In the Hospital? If you or a loved one goes in the
hospital, please call the church office at 488-1374 and
notify us. Clergy no longer have access to the patient
listing.This means that our church and Pastor will not know
if one of our church family is in the hospital unless someone
calls the church office and notifies us. Thank you for your
help.

CALENDAR INFORMATION
NEWSCASTER DEADLINE:
Please submit all articles by April 10th for inclusion in the
MAY Newscaster. Thank you!

MEETINGS


Finance Meeting: NO MEETING IN APRIL



Board of Trustees Meeting: NO MEETING IN
APRIL



Staff Parish Meeting: Tuesday, Apr il 17 at 6:30pm in
Parlor



Church Council Meeting: Tuesday, Apr il 24 at
6:00pm in Chapel

The Piecemakers are always open to new members. We have
a variety of projects for quilters machine sewers, and hand
sewers as well. We meet in the East Wing on Wednesdays
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. Our mission is “to support each
other in fellowship and love as we create quilts for our
babies, shut-ins, and friends of Grace United Methodist
Church who need comfort; and to make items for sale to
assist our church financially.”
If you know of someone in the congregation who would like
to receive a visit and a comfort quilt please let the
Piecemakers know. If you have a son or daughter returning
home from active duty in the military and would like to have
him or her receive a quilt, please call Carol Simpson at
497-6738 or Audrey King at 497-5478.

GIVING
We do NOT have a building fund. This would imply we are
gathering/saving funds to start a new building project.
We do currently have a loan from building the Preschool
and renovation of TFEC. IF you plan to give directly to pay
the loan – please note on check “LOAN REDUCTION” and
we will know these funds go to the principle of the loan.
Thank you!

We Encourage You to Give Through Online Giving
Here are some options to choose from:
1. BILL PAY THRU YOUR LOCAL BANK VIA ONLINE
BANKING - Set up your weekly/monthly giving via your
local bank just as you would your mortgage
payment or your utility payment

2. AUTHORIZE GUMC TO DO A MONTH DEBIT
TRANSACTION - This method will need an authorization
form signed at the church office. Please contact the church
office for the authorization form.
Freda Boone Scholarship For Grace Summer Camp has
been set up for boys and girls to attend our Grace Summer
Camp. We were blessed by Freda for so many years at our
church. She was a charter member of Grace. Because of
her love for children, it is our honor to have this scholarship
in her name. If you find it in your heart, funds can be added
to the scholarship in Freda’s name.

The Pancake Breakfast and Country Store sales will be the
1St & 3rd Saturday of each month beginning in November
through April 7th
Donations always accepted. If you need help packing up
items or need them picked up contact Judy Johnson
941-488-6929.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Kindly consider enhancing the beauty of our
worship areas by placing flowers on the altar.
Flowers can be given IN MEMORY OF or IN HONOR OF
loved ones or friends. Bouquets are $35.00 each or $65.00
for two and yours to claim after the 11:00 AM service. Sign
up on the flower calendar in the hallway or call the Church
office with your information. Please pick up a form to fill out
in the church office.

How Will You Leave Your Legacy?
Most of us have “income” in form of employment earnings
or social security income. Most of us use our income for
living expenses, food and shelter, insurance and to give our
tithes and offerings. We also have “assets” which are
different than income. Assets can be many things like a
savings account, a certificate of deposit, or other similar
investments. These assets in this day and age often produce
very little income due to our low interest rate environment.
Many of us leave those assets idle as security for our future,
to be a legacy for our children, grandchildren, and charities
or for God’s work, when we pass on from this life, we
believe, understandably by our human nature that tomorrow
will always come. This can lead us to omit planning for
the process of this legacy transition which normally
involves a Last Will and Testament or sometimes a Trust. A
legacy can range from the proverbial widow’s mite to a
surprising amount when assets grow in value over a long
time period. How much planning have you done to create
your legacy? This would be a great time to start.
If you would like more information on how you can leave a
legacy to Grace United Methodist Church, Please call
Warren Wasson at 412-0847 or contact our church office at
488-1374 for details.

