
12.24.2020 5:00PM Christmas Eve Under The Stars 
 

Our Readers tonight are Larsi Claiborne and Tom Davis 

 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC                  Mary Jeanne Moorman & 

                                                 GraceTones Handbell Ensemble  
 

WELCOME TO GRACE                             Rev. Robin Hager 
 

PRELUDE               Noel, Come and See What God has Done  

                                   Rich Hager, Tari Waite & Julie Whittaker  
 

CAROL O Come, All Ye Faithful  
 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!  

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels;  

Refrain:  

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord!  

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,  

Sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above:  

"Glory to God, all glory in the highest!" [Refrain] 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning; 

Jesus, to thee be all glory giv'n; 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing; [Refrain]  

CHRIST CANDLE LIGHTING CEREMONY  

OPENING PRAYER  

Leader: Come, faithful ones, let us pray together:  

ALL: Gracious God, 

With joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. 

We have come to hear again the timeless story of Christ's 

birth. 

In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts that we may 

know the peace and fullness of this holy time. 

Shine, O Light, in the darkness of our world. 

Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, 

"Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 

those God favors." 

This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. Amen.  

 

 

Reading: Luke 1:26-38  

CAROL It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

It came upon the midnight clear,  

that glorious song of old,  

from angels bending near the earth  

to touch their harps of gold:  

"Peace on the earth, good will to men,  

from heaven's all-gracious King."  

The world in solemn stillness lay,  

to hear the angels sing.  

Still through the cloven skies they come  

with peaceful wings unfurled,  

and still their heavenly music floats  

o'er all the weary world;  

above its sad and lowly plains,  

they bend on hovering wing,  

and ever o'er its Babel sounds  

the blessed angels sing.  

For lo! the days are hastening on,  

by prophet seen of old,  

when with the ever-circling years  

shall come the time foretold  

when peace shall over all the earth  

its ancient splendors fling,  

and the whole world send back the song  

which now the angels sing. 

 

 

Reading: Matthew 1:18-25 

CAROL Emmanuel, Hallowed Manger Ground 

What hope we hold this starlit night 

A King is born in Bethlehem 

Our journey long, we seek the light 

That leads to the hallowed manger ground 

What fear we felt in the silent age 

Four-hundred years can He be found 

But broken by a baby's cry 

Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  

God incarnate, here to dwell 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  

Praise His name Emmanuel 
 

The son of God, here born to bleed 

A crown of thorns would pierce His brow 

And we beheld this offering                                                                

Exalted now the King of kings 

Praise God for the hallowed manger ground                                       

Emmanuel, Emmanuel,  

God incarnate, here to dwell 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, 

Praise His name Emmanuel 

Oh, praise His name Emmanuel 
 

Reading: Luke 2:8-16 
 

CAROL The First Noel 
 

The first Noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  

on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
 

Refrain: 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,  

born is the King of Israel.  
 

They looked up and saw a star  

shining in the east, beyond them far;  

and to the earth it gave great light,  

and so it continued both day and night. [Refrain] 

 



Reading: Luke 2:15-18 
 

CAROL O Little Town of Bethlehem  
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie, 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark street shineth the everlasting light. 

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.  
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us we pray;  

cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.   

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell’  

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.   
 

OFFERING  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC        Mary Did You Know Mark Lowry 

              Rich Hager, tenor 
 

Reading: Matthew 2:1-11 
 

CAROL What Child is This 
 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, 

On Mary's lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 

While shepherds watch are keeping                 

(Chorus) This, this is Christ, the King, 

Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 

Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

Why lies He in such mean estate, 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear: for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading.[Chorus] 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come, peasant, king to own Him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone Him.[Chorus]  
 

MESSAGE                 Rev. Robin Hager 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC           O Holy Night           Adolphe Adams 

        Rich Hager, tenor 
 

Reading: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 

Reading: John 1:1-2 & 4 
 

CHRISTMAS CANDLE LIGHTING  

CAROL Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright 

'Round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! 

Shepherds quake at the sight; 

Glories stream from heaven afar; 

Heav'nly hosts sing "alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born!"                                                                 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 

Radiant beams from thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth 

BLESSING THE BEARERS OF THE LIGHT 
 

CAROL Joy to the World    

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 

Let all their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Joy unspeaka-ble joy an overflowing well             

No tongue can tell joy unspeaka-able joy              

It raises in my soul never lets me go 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, 

And wonders of his love, And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 

Joy unspeaka-ble joy an overflowing well             

No tongue can tell joy unspeaka-able joy              

It raises in my soul never lets me go 

Please remain seated our ushers will guide us as we depart. Merry Christmas! 

 

 

 
 

FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT 
 

 
 

400 Field Avenue East Venice, FL 34285 

Graceontheisland.com 941-488-1374 
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