
GUARD THE GOOD DEPOSIT ENTRUSTED TO YOU: 
A STUDY THROUGH 2 TIMOTHY 

GUARD THE GOOD DEPOSIT 
 

IF WE HAVE DIED WITH HIM, WE WILL ALSO LIVE WITH HIM 
2 TIMOTHY 2:8 – 13 ESV 
Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, the offspring of David, as preached in my gospel, 
for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But the word of God is not 
bound!  Therefore I endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.  
The saying is trustworthy, for: 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
if we endure, we will also reign with him; 

if we deny him, he also will deny us; 
if we are faithless, he remains faithful— 

for he cannot deny himself. 
 
2 TIMOTHY 2:8 – 13 NKJV 
Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from the dead according to my 
gospel, for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God 
is not chained. Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain 
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
This is a faithful saying: 

For if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him. 
If we endure, we shall also reign with Him. 

If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 
If we are faithless, He remains faithful; 

He cannot deny Himself. 
 

Remember (to call to mind, to make mention of, to be mindful of) Jesus Christ 
 
risen from the dead – a reminder of His divine nature 
 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in his 
own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 

1 Corinthians 15:20 – 23 
 
the offspring (seed or remnant) of David – a reminder of His human nature (like us) 

 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.  

Matthew 1:1 
 



as preached in my gospel for which I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. 
 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming 
that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 
how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not 
made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his 
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the gospel.        Ephesians 3:1 - 6 

 
But the Word (logos – something said, declared, proclaimed) of God is not bound (to limit; to 
terminate; to fix the furthest point of extension, to restrain or confine)! 
 

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
    and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, 

    giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

    it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
    and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

Isaiah 55:10 – 11 

 
Therefore I endure (hupomeno – to remain or stay under) everything for the sake (on account 
of) of the elect (the select, chosen, favored), that they also may obtain the salvation that is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
 

For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came 
to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. 
You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. And you 
became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from 
you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that 
we need not say anything. For they themselves report concerning us the kind of 
reception we had among you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living 
and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.   1 Thessalonians 1:4 – 10 

 
The saying is trustworthy (faithful, reliable, sure, true), for: 
 

If we have died with him, we will also live with him; 
 

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested 
in our bodies        2 Corinthians 4:10 



 
 
if we endure (hupomeno – remain under), we will also reign (to be co-regent) with him; 

 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if 
children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him.   Romans 8:16 - 17 

 
if we deny (reject, disavow, refuse) him, he also will deny (reject, disavow, refuse) us; 

 
To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure; but 
both their minds and their consciences are defiled. They profess to know God, but they 
deny him by their works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work. 

Titus 1:15 - 16 
 

if we are faithless (to be unbelieving, to disobey), he remains faithful (trustworthy, reliable, 
sure, true) — 

 
 Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is 
no sin.  No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has 
either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever 
practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. Whoever makes a practice of 
sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the 
Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes 
a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, 
because he has been born of God. By this it is evident who are the children of God, and 
who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, nor is the one who does not love his brother.    1 John 3:4 – 10  

 
for he cannot deny (reject, disavow, refuse) himself. 

 
“Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 

    to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 

    and by your will they existed and were created.” 
Revelation 4:11 

 
What is required of me? 
 
 
What is TRUE of God? 
 
 



RIGHTLY HANDLING THE WORD OF TRUTH 
2 TIMOTHY 2:14 - 19 ESV 
 Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to quarrel about words, which 
does no good, but only ruins the hearers. Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. But 
avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and more ungodliness, and their talk 
will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have swerved from 
the truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are upsetting the faith of 
some. But God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord knows those who are his,” 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity.” 
 
2 TIMOTHY 2:14 - 19 NKJV 
Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no 
profit, to the ruin of the hearers. Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and idle 
babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. And their message will spread like cancer. 
Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the 
resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. Nevertheless the solid 
foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Let 
everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
 
Remind (to put to mind, to bring to remembrance), them of these things 
 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. Have I 
not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:8 – 9 

 
Be diligent (endeavor, labor, strive – zealous persistence) to present (to prove, to stand) 
yourself approved (acceptable) to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly 
(accurately, cutting straight) dividing the word of truth. 
 

How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word. 
With my whole heart I seek you; let me not wander from your commandments! 

I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 
Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! 
With my lips I declare all the rules of your mouth. 

In the way of your testimonies I delight as much as in all riches. 
 I will meditate on your precepts and fix my eyes on your ways. 

I will delight in your statutes; I will not forget your word. 
Psalm 119: 9 – 16 

 



But shun (avoid, keep away from) profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more 
ungodliness. And their message will spread like cancer (gangrene, an eating sore). 
 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to 
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all 
attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, so that we may no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of 
doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes.  Rather, speaking the 
truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ  
         Ephesians 4:11 – 15  
 

Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal (the seal or mark of 
ownership): “The Lord knows those who are His,”  
 

 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 
who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of 
the Father's hand.       John 10:27 – 29 

 
and, “Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity.” 
 

For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 
that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in 
the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God;  that no one transgress and 
wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as 
we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for 
impurity, but in holiness. Therefore whoever disregards this, disregards not man but 
God, who gives his Holy Spirit to you.     1 Thessalonians 4:3 – 8 

 
DISCIPLESHIP QUESTIONS: 
 
What is required of me? What is true of God? 
 
What does zealous persistence in handling God’s Word look like? 
 
HOMEWORK: Read through 2 Timothy at least once a week.  As you continue to meditate on 2 
Timothy 2:8 - 19, consider what it means to Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing (handling) the word of truth. 


