
GUARD THE GOOD DEPOSIT ENTRUSTED TO YOU: 
A STUDY THROUGH 2 TIMOTHY 

BEGINNINGS 
 

THE BEGINNING OF THE END: 
BACKGROUND: 

• This is Paul’s second arrest and imprisonment in Rome.  During his first 
imprisonment, he was under house arrest and could have people come and go, 
visiting him and ministering to and with him.  During this imprisonment, Paul, 
having been abandoned by many of his fellow workers in Christ, was held in 
chains and in wretched conditions, a literal prisoner for the gospel. 
 

• Paul, knowing his end was at hand, is writing his final letter to Timothy.  In one 
sense, he is commissioning young Timothy as his replacement, preparing him to 
take over the ministry.  In another sense, Paul is saying his final farewell – 
without hesitation, without regret and with an eager anticipation for what lays 
ahead for him.  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me 
but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:7 – 8) 

 
• Paul was mostly likely arrested in 62 to 64 A.D. and during that time wrote this 

letter to Timothy.  And Paul was most likely martyred between 64 to 67 A.D., 
near the end of Nero’s reign of terror. 

 

PETER AND PAUL BOTH KNEW WHEN THEIR END WAS COMING AND HOW IT WOULD COME. 
NOTICE HOW THEY MET THAT NEWS AND WHAT WAS THEIR SINCERE FOCUS: 
 

2 PETER 1:12 – 15 ESV 
Therefore, I will always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already 
know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. I consider it 
right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, knowing 
that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has 
made clear to me. And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you will 
be able to call these things to mind. 
 
2 TIMOTHY 4:1 – 2; 5 – 6 ESV 
I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the 
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out 
of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. . . As for 
you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 
departure has come. 



SINCERE FAITH: THE FOUNDATION LAID 
2 TIMOTHY 1:3 – 5 ESV 
I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience the way my forefathers did, as I 
constantly remember you in my prayers night and day, longing to see you, even as I recall 
your tears, so that I may be filled with joy. For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, 
which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is 
in you as well. 

 
*Paul’s clear (pure, clean) conscience is not because Paul is sinless but rather it is in light of 
Jesus’ complete and full forgiveness – Paul’s repentance when he met Christ on the road to 
Damascus was genuine and after that act of turning, Paul faithfully served his Savior to the end 
 
*unceasingly, constantly, incessantly – a remembrance of Timothy that lead Paul to the throne 
room of grace, night and day 
 
*a longing that flows out of the intimacy of being members of one another and out of Paul’s 
discipleship of Timothy 
 
*sincere – without pretense and without hypocrisy – faith 
 
KINDLE AFRESH: 

2 TIMOTHY 1:6 – 7 ESV 
For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands. For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love 
and discipline. 

 
*For this reason – therefore, accordingly 
 
*kindle afresh - anazopyreo combines two Greek words, ana (again) and zopyreo (to stir up 
a fire), in other words, fan the flame – tend it so that it does not go out (our faith can’t be 
sustained through neglect) – a fire is ravenous for fuel, our faith grows as it is fed! 
 
*the laying on of Paul’s hands – often in Scripture it is a reference to a commission or 
ordination for a specific task 
 
For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline. 
 
*Paul is turning the corner from exhorting Timothy to the call for Timothy to boldly live out 
his faith through the fulfillment of the ministry given him by God through Christ Jesus 
 
*God has not given us a spirit of fear, timidity, or cowardice 
 
*but of power (the ability to do or to accomplish, an enabling sort of power) and love (a 
willful, sacrificial, active love) and discipline (restraint and self-control, a sound mind) 



THEREFORE 
A HOLY CALLING: 

2 TIMOTHY 1:8 – 9 ESV 
Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join 
with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God, who has saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose 
and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,  
 

*do not be ashamed, or more intentionally – bear witness, testify to bring glory and praise to 
our Lord and King 
 
*do not be ashamed of me (Paul), for Rome does not hold me prisoner, but I am a prisoner of 
Jesus Christ, He commands my every thought, desire, activity - Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, 
and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our beloved friend and fellow laborer (Philemon 1) 
 
*but join with me (enter in or endure) in suffering – share in the fellowship of suffering - 
Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, 
that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. (1 Peter 4:12 & 13) 
 
*who has saved us and called us with a holy (hagios – set apart to God) calling (klesis – a call or 
an invitation, to enter in and become a member of God’s Kingdom) - I, therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called, with all 
lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to 
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:1 – 3) 
 
THE GOSPEL: 

2 TIMOTHY 1:10 – 11 ESV 
but now has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished 
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, for which I was 
appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher. 
 

* but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all 
eternity, but now – Paul is reminding Timothy that in eternity past, the Father willed and Son 
obeyed, but now it has been made manifest before us and in us and through us. . . God, who at 
various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these 
last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, 
and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat 
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, (Hebrews 1:1 – 3) 
 
* of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death and brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel – it is in Him and through Him and by Him and for Him -  giving thanks to the 
Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has 



delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins. (Colossians 1:12 – 14) 
 
FOR I KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED: 

2 TIMOTHY 1:12 ESV 
For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have 
believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until 
that day. 

 
*NOTICE – suffering isn’t the focus, it is merely the path (through which, a conduit) that God 
has chosen to accomplish His miraculous work – in us and through us! 
 
* for I know whom I have believed – Paul is not talking about doctrine here but rather about 
the person of Jesus Christ – Paul knows Jesus intimately, personally, increasingly which is 
why he has been able to do what God has called him to do 
 
*I am convinced – persuaded, to have the full assurance or confidence 
 
*that He is able to guard – a banker’s term meaning entrusted, to watch over, to keep safe – 
until He comes again and the vault doors are opened and all that Paul has become and all 
that he has done is revealed 
 
 
DISCIPLESHIP TIME QUESTIONS: 
 

• What would you say (and do) if today was your last day on earth? 
 

• What does it look like to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been 
called? 
 

• Can the outside world tell, by how you live, whom you have believed?  Do they see the 
effect of your faith on how you live each day? If not, what needs to change? 
 

HOMEWORK: Read through 2 Timothy at least once a week until our next conference in 
November. Spend time, especially on 2 Timothy 1:3 – 12, meditating as you answer for yourself 
the discipleship questions. Prayerfully take time to ask God what needs to change in you 
(examples: do you need to grow in your understanding of the gift of God?; do you need to 
kindle afresh your faith in that gift?; do you need to change how you live as one called to a holy 
calling?) 
 


