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Turn to a partner at your table and share with them about 
one of the following:

• A relationship you have with somebody who is Mormon

• A few things that you think you know about Mormonism

• Things that you are curious about and would like to 
know about Mormonism

Discussion Questions



Why I have compassion for those who are 
deceived by Mormonism’s false gospel

My Testimony



“But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach 
to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to 
you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so 
now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel 
contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.”

Galatians 1:8-9

My Testimony



Our Goals For Tonight

• Learn some basics of Mormonism’s origins and beliefs

• Define our goals when talking to Mormon people as well as 
general principles to keep in mind

• Understand the language barrier when speaking with 
Mormon people and the “Mormon mindset”

• Go over what we want to convey to Mormon people and 
get them to wrestle with

• Understand the importance of knowing what we believe 
and why we believe it



• Mormonism was begun by Joseph Smith, 
Jr. (1805-1844)

• He claimed that God the Father and Jesus 
appeared to him to say that all the 
denominations were corrupt

• Joseph claimed that John the Baptist 
appeared to him and ordained him to 
restore the true church by preaching the 
true gospel, which had been lost from the 
earth

• He “translated” (wrote) the Book of Mormon 
and was the first prophet of the LDS church

How Mormonism Began

(CliffsNotes Version)



• Joseph Smith restored the true gospel, which had been lost from all 
the earth 

• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints is the only true 
Church on earth

• Joseph Smith was a prophet of God and the LDS church always has 
a living prophet who can give continuing revelation

• The four standard works: The Book of Mormon, Doctrines and 
Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price, and the KJV Bible

• "We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated 
correctly. . ." (8th Article of Faith of the Mormon Church)

• The Book of Mormon is the most correct book ever written, even 
more correct than the Bible

Mormon Beliefs



• God was once a man who lived on another planet

• God is in the form of a man and has a physical body

• God the Father had a father, who had a father, who had a father, etc… 
all of which are gods

• This is all possible through “eternal progression,” by which Heavenly 
Father became a god by obedience to law - as did all other gods

• God cannot create matter, but can only rearrange matter

• God is only eternal in the sense that the matter that composes his body 
is eternal

Mormon Beliefs

God



• Jesus is Heavenly Father’s first literal child

• Jesus is our literal brother

• Jesus is the brother of Lucifer

• Jesus is a god but not at the same level of progression as Heavenly Father

• Jesus did not create all things

• Jesus paid the price for our sins by suffering in the garden of Gethsemane, 
not on the cross

• Jesus also appeared after the New Testament in the Americas in the Book 
of Mormon

Mormon Beliefs

Jesus



• We lived in the “pre-existence” as God’s spirit children

• We can become gods ourselves - essentially through obedience to the LDS 
church

• We can live forever with our families

• We can rule our own planets and populate them by producing children of 
our own - Mormon women can look forward to being eternally pregnant

• Almost everybody will go to one of three levels of Heaven

• The only ones who will go to Hell are former Mormons who reject the LDS 
church

Mormon Beliefs

Humanity



• Our goal is not to convert them on the spot

• We should recognize that God may use us as one “pitstop” 
on the road of a Mormon person’s journey to Christ

“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 
God who gives the growth.”

1 Corinthians 3:6-7

Our Goals For Talking With Mormons



As Greg Koukl (author of Tactics) would 
say, we want to “put a rock in their shoe” 

We want to get them to:

• Question what they believe

• Point them to the truth

• Let God do His work in them

Our Goals For Talking With Mormons



• Mormons generally love talking about their faith

• Invite them to have a discussion

• Ask them to share what they believe with you, they will 
most likely be excited to do so

• Ask them questions, don’t just dive into the points 
you are trying to make

Starting The Conversation



• But what about 2nd John 9-11?

“Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching 
of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has 
both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to you and does not 
bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him 
any greeting, for whoever greets him takes part in his wicked 
works.”

• I believe this is talking about house churches in the first 
century and not allowing wolves into the congregation to 
spread their lies, not about physically allowing them to enter 
your house

• Even if you prefer not to let them into your home, you can 
meet them for coffee hot chocolate

Starting The Conversation



• Focus on the essentials of the faith - Do not go 
off topic on trivial matters

General Principles
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• Focus on the essentials of the faith - Do not go 
off topic on trivial matters

General Principles



• Focus on the essentials of the faith - Do not go 
off topic on trivial matters

• Be friendly and patient

• Stay on topic - don’t let them change the subject

• Know at least one thing and know it well

General Principles



• Bring everything back to scripture and how we can trust 
the Word of God - also, don’t spend time attacking their 
scriptures, but focus on Biblical truth

• Don’t make them feel attacked personally

• Don’t tell them what they believe, but instead you can 
ask them “do you believe that…?”

• Allow them to use the King James Version, but use 
whatever version you like

General Principles



• Mormons use the same vocabulary, but 
they have a different dictionary

• In an attempt to be viewed as Christian, 
they say the same things we say but 
they have completely different meanings

• To effectively communicate with Mormon 
people we need to understand that 
these differences exist

• A great question to ask is “what do you 
mean by that?”

The Language Barrier



• A Mormon person’s “testimony” is 
incredibly important to them

• “God told me it is true” is seemingly 
a more valid reason for Mormon 
people than all the evidence in the 
world - the “burning in the bosom” 

• People do not join the LDS church 
because of their theology or because 
of evidence for the BoM, but because 
of an emotionally driven reason

The “Mormon Mindset”- Personal Experience



“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; 
who can understand it?”
Jeremiah 17:9

“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, 
sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.”
Matthew 15:19

“Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in 
wisdom will be delivered.”
Proverbs 28:26

The “Mormon Mindset”- Personal Experience

God has already spoken through His Word



• “If you had a friend who was [insert sin here] and they told you 
they prayed about it and God said it was fine, what would you tell 
them?”

• They will almost certainly point to scripture (what God has already 
said) to tell this person they are wrong

• Point out that this is no different

• Ask them why their testimony is true but why the testimony of a 
Muslim, Hindu, or a Buddhist is not

The “Mormon Mindset”- Personal Experience

God has already spoken through His Word



Table 1
“If you believe in the Trinity, then tell me this: Who was Jesus praying to in the 
Garden of Gethsemane? Himself?”

Table 2
“Does your church have a living prophet? We have latter-day revelation.”

Table 3
“You need to read the Book of Mormon and pray sincerely and God will tell you if it 
is true. This is straight from the Bible. James 1:5 says that if anyone lacks wisdom 
to let them ask of God and it will be given to him.”

Table 4
“We are Christians just like you. We have Jesus Christ in our church name.”

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



1) There is only one God

2) Jesus Christ is our creator

3) Salvation is God’s gracious gift

Three Essentials To convey To Mormons



There Is Only One God



God is only one of an infinite 
number of gods

God had a father before 
him, who had a father before 
him, going back for eternity

God was once a man who 
became a god, and we can 
do the same

There is only one God. 
Period.

God is uncreated

God does not even know of 
any other gods (and he is 
omniscient)

There Is Only One God

The LDS Church Says: The Bible Says:



“…I am going to tell you how God came to be God. We have 
imagined and supposed that God was God from all eternity. I will 
refute that idea, and take away the veil, so that you may see…

“…and you have got to learn how to be gods yourselves, and to be 
kings and priests to God, the same as all gods have done before 
you, namely, by going from one small degree to another, and from a 
small capacity to a great one; from grace to grace, from exaltation 
to exaltation, until you attain to the resurrection of the dead, and are 
able to dwell in everlasting burnings, and to sit in glory, as do those 
who sit enthroned in everlasting power.”

Joseph Smith (founder of Mormonism), King Follett Sermon

There Is Only One God

https://www.lds.org/topics/resurrection?lang=eng


“Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.”
Isaiah 43:10

“I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god… Is 
there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.”
Isaiah 44:6-8

“And there is no other God besides me; a righteous God and a 
Savior; there is none besides me.”
Isaiah 45:21

“Hear, O Israel; The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”
Deuteronomy 6:4

There Is Only One God



“But these verses mean that Heavenly Father is the only God 
for us and He is the only God who we worship.”

Notice that they need to impose this upon the text, it is not in 
the text anywhere

Also, Isaiah 44:8 says that God does not even know of any 
other gods

Objection!



Jesus Christ Is The

Creator Of All Things



Jesus Christ The Creator Of All Things

Jesus is the first spirit child of 
Heavenly Father

Jesus is the brother of Lucifer

Jesus became a god

Jesus has no power to 
actually create anything, only 
to rearrange matter

The LDS Church Says: The Bible Says:

Jesus is uncreated, therefore 
he never came into existence

Jesus created all things that 
came into existence



“All things were made by him, and without him was not anything made 
that was made”
John 1:3

“For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. And he is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
Colossians 1:16-17

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

Jesus Christ The Creator Of All Things



“But we do believe that Jesus Christ is the Creator. D&C 14:9 says 
“Behold, I am Jesus Christ… who created the heavens and the earth.”

• Point out the inconsistency with Mormonism’s other teachings.

• If there are other gods out there who existed before Jesus, how 
could Jesus possibly have created all things?

• If Jesus is Heavenly Father’s first child, then how could he possibly 
have created all things? (since Jesus would be a created being)

Objection!



Salvation Is God’s Gracious Gift



You must deny yourself of all 
ungodliness

You must love God with all 
your might, mind, and strength

You are only saved by grace 
after all you can do

This is what we call “works 
righteousness”

We are saved by grace through 
faith

Adding works to grace is a false 
gospel

Salvation Is God’s Gracious Gift

The LDS Church Says: The Bible Says:



Mormonism’s Impossible Gospel

Moroni 10:32 (Book of Mormon)

Yea, come unto Christ, and be perfected in him, 
and deny yourselves of all ungodliness; and if ye 
shall deny yourselves of all ungodliness, and love 
God with all your might, mind and strength, then is 
his grace sufficient for you, that by his grace ye 
may be perfect in Christ; and if by the grace of God 
ye are perfect in Christ, ye can in nowise deny the 
power of God.



2 Nephi 25:23 (Book of Mormon)

For we labor diligently to write, to persuade our 
children, and also our brethren, to believe in Christ, 
and to be reconciled to God; for we know that it is 
by grace that we are saved, after all we can do.

Mormonism’s Impossible Gospel



Warnings Against “Works Righteousness”

“Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision; Christ will be of no 
advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is 
obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from Christ, you who would be 
justified by the law; you have fallen away from grace.”
Galatians 5:2-4

“For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through 
the law comes knowledge of sin.”
Romans 3:20

“We have all become like one who is unclean,  and all our righteous deeds are like 
a polluted garment.”
Isaiah 64:6



“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
Ephesians 2:8-9

“Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his 
due. And to the one who does not work but who believes in him who 
justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness.”
Romans 4:4-5

“…we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to 
be justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law, because by works 
of the law no one will be justified…I do not nullify the grace of God, for if 
righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.”
Galatians 2:16-21

Salvation Is God’s Gracious Gift



“But James chapter 2 says that ‘faith without works is 
dead.’ So works are necessary for salvation.”

Objection!



Objection!
“But James chapter 2 says that ‘faith without works is 
dead.’ So works are necessary for salvation.”

• Does a dead tree produce fruit?

• Does dead faith produce works?



Objection!
“But James chapter 2 says that ‘faith without works is 
dead.’ So works are necessary for salvation.”

• Only a living tree produces fruit

• Only living faith produces works



Objection!
“But James chapter 2 says that ‘faith without works is 
dead.’ So works are necessary for salvation.”

• Does adding fruit to a dead tree 
make the tree alive?

• Does adding works to dead faith 
make that faith alive?



Objection!
“But James chapter 2 says that ‘faith without works is 
dead.’ So works are necessary for salvation.”

• Works do not produce living faith

• Living faith produces works





Table 1

“If you believe in the Trinity, then tell me this: Who was 
Jesus praying to in the Garden of Gethsemane? 
Himself?”

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



• This is an attack on “modalism,” which we would attack even 
more fervently than Mormons would

• Modalism is the idea that God acts in different “modes,” 
sometimes as The Father, sometimes as The Son, and 
sometimes as The Holy Spirit

• This is a heresy that denies the fact that each of the three 
persons of the Trinity is distinct from one another - essentially 
saying that God is only one person, not three persons

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



• We must have an accurate understanding of the Trinity in order to 
properly defend the Trinity

• A proper understanding of the Trinity also gives us a proper 
understanding of salvation

• There is no gospel if the Father does not send the Son, or if the Son 
does not satisfy the Father’s wrath against sin by taking the sins of 
the world upon Himself, or if the Holy Spirit does not draw us to God

• Great Resource: The Forgotten Trinity by James White

Moral Of The Story:


Get To Know The Trinity



Table 2

“Does your church have a living prophet? We have latter-
day revelation.”

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections

“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us 
by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through 
whom also he created the world.”
Hebrews 1:1

“Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our 
common salvation, I found it necessary to write appealing to you to 
contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints.”
Jude 3



• Whatever a Mormon, or anybody with a false gospel, says must be 
held against the authority of God's Word - That goes for us, too!

• Even though the Bible is not their ultimate authority, we cannot let 
them talk as if it is not the ultimate authority

• Hold the teachings of the LDS church, as well as the Mormon 
prophet’s claims, accountable to scripture

• Hold the Mormon person and their feelings accountable to scripture 
as well

Moral Of The Story:


Hold God’s Word As The Authority



Table 3

“You need to read the Book of Mormon and pray sincerely 
and God will tell you if it is true. This is straight from the 
Bible. James 1:5 says that if anyone lacks wisdom to let 
them ask of God and it will be given to him.”

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



CONTEXT!

• This is NOT saying to ask God if something is true and that He will tell 
you

• Looking at the context shows that this is talking about going through trials 
of various kinds and the testing of your faith - It is about asking God for 
wisdom in how to faithfully live the Christian life in the face of hardship

• This verse is also talking to people who are already Christians, not to 
unbelievers who are investigating a religion or the truthfulness of a book

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



We cannot take things out of their context or we will fall into error and we 
will be deceived by the error of others

We need to understand:

• What the text says
• Who it is addressed to
• The historical setting
• How it was understood at that time
• Grammar and sentence structure
• How it lines up with other scripture (interpreting scripture with scripture)

Moral Of The Story:


Never Ignore The Context

(And Don’t Let Them, Either)



Table 4

“We are Christians just like you. We have Jesus Christ in 
our church name.”

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



• If you have a false Jesus then you have a false gospel that 
cannot save you

• Paul warns of people preaching a false Christ

“For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the 
one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the 
one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the 
one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough”
2 Corinthians 11:4

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



• “Let me tell you about my friend Nathan. Nathan is a seven 
foot tall football player from Uganda who lives in China. He is 
unmarried and has no children.”

• Would anybody say this is the same Nathan?

• “That is an absurd example”

• Yes, it is absurd. The difference between this Nathan and the 
real Nathan is nowhere near the difference between the 
Jesus of Mormonism and the Jesus of the Bible

Discussion Time:

Common Mormon Objections



In order to spot a false Christ we must know the real Christ

• Jesus is God (John 1:1, 8:58, Isaiah 9:6, 2 Peter 1:1, 
etc.)

• Jesus is creator of all things (John 1:3, Colossians 
1:16-17)

Moral Of The Story:


We Must Know Jesus For

Who He Really Is



“I told you that you would die in your sins, for 
unless you believe that I am he you will die in your 
sins.”
John 8:24

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word 
and believes him who sent me has eternal life.”

John 5:24

A Few Final Thoughts



Resource: 
Documentary: Unveiling Grace (YouTube) 

Website: utlm.org (Jerald & Sandra Tanner) 
Book: Forgotten Trinity, James White 

Book: The Deep Things of God, Fred Sanders 

http://utlm.org

