
Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 1 - 10/3) 

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth."  Exodus 9:16 

We arrived in Dhaka (the Bangladesh capital city) safely on Wednesday morning.  Our host for 
Operation Mobilization (OM) Bangladesh named Hira, met us at the airport and along with our driver 
(most who have vehicles in Dhaka have drivers), took us to the guest house where we’ll be staying for a 
couple of days.  Dhaka is the most populous city per capita in the world (excess of 15 million) and it 
didn’t take long to sense that.  There are people everywhere - driving, walking, working.  Car owners 
need drivers to maneuver through the massively crowded roadways safely and efficiently.  And it’s also 
a way to keep many Bengalis (people from Bangladesh) employed. 

Bangladesh shares land borders with India and Myanmar (Burma). It’s currently the world's eighth most 
populous country. Dhaka is its largest city, followed by Chittagong, which has the country's largest port. 
Bangladeshis include people from a range of ethnic groups and religions. Bengalis, who speak the 
official Bengali language, make up 98% of the population. Bengali Muslims make the nation the world's 
third largest Muslim-majority country and Islam is the official religion of Bangladesh. 

For those of you who are interested, Bangladesh has a fascinating history.  The rule of the British East 
India Company began in 1757 and a region called the Bengal Presidency was formed by the British in 
1765 with its capital in Calcutta. During the British rule, East Bengal established a plantation economy 
that was centered on tea production which we still know about today.  In 1905, the British divided 
Bengal and began a series of conflicts that still exist to some extent today. 

Islam had already become firmly established in what we know today as Pakistan and Bangladesh, 
though the two land areas are divided by the nation of India, which is predominantly Hindu.  In 1943, 
Muslim leaders established a parliamentary government in the Bengal region and in 1946, elections 
were held, setting the course for the division of British India and the formation of the Dominion of 
Pakistan on  August 14, 1947.  But the period between 1947 and 1970 was characterized by a lot of 
tension between East Bengal (Bangladesh) and the Dominion of Pakistan.  Pakistan wanted its 
language (Urdu) and leadership to dominate the region.  The Bangladeshi population insisted on 
retaining its own language (Bengali) and culture.   

Finally, it all came to a head on March 23, 1971, when the Bangladeshi flag was raised for the first time 
as Bangladesh made a play toward independence. But within days, the Pakistani military massacred 
Bengali politicians, students, intellectuals, military defectors, and civil servants in retaliation during what 
has been known as the 1971 Bangladesh genocide. 

During this brutal war, Bengali locals proclaimed a declaration of independence and created the 
Bangladeshi National Liberation Army. The army held Bengali's countryside and waged guerilla 
operations against the Pakistani forces. India offered support to the army during the war. The United 
States and the Soviet Union also sent naval forces to the Bengal Bay to offer support. The war lasted 
for nine months and it came to an end when the Pakistani military surrendered to the Bangladesh-India 
Allied Forces on December 16th, 1971.  Estimates of the dead ranged from hundreds of thousands to 
over a million, but it was a horrific war with tremendous loss.  But Bangladesh emerged independent 
and Pakistan acknowledged their independence shortly thereafter.   

Over the years, Bangladesh has reduced poverty a lot with the rate lowering from 57% in 1990 to 25.6% 
in 2014. Per-capita income has doubled and the country has acquired success in human development. 
Bangladesh, however, still faces challenges of pollution, inequality, religious extremism, and unstable 
politics.  The Bangladesh government currently allows Christians to come and go freely in the nation 



and the gospel is spreading to more and more individuals in more and more regions throughout the 
country.  Resistance and persecution are still present, but the gospel advances, nevertheless.   

My brother and friend, Aaron Panfilio (husband to Laura Morse Panfilio and dad to Page, Grant, and 
Blake), is accompanying me on this mission journey.  Our goal is to meet with OM leaders, meet local 
pastors, visit local churches, and assess how VBC might come alongside believers here in Bangladesh 
and provide encouragement, support, training, and more.   

Yesterday, we met Michael Huff, OM's International Director for Church Partnerships.  We also met with 
Josue Costa, OM's National Director for Bangladesh.  We spent most of the day visiting their 
administrative offices, getting familiar with the city (Dhaka) and preparing for our week of meetings and 
ministry.   

We went to one slum community with approximately 250,000 people living in an area of just a few city 
blocks.  Tucked away in this highly congested area, OM has established a training center for Muslim 
young people to learn how to become refrigeration technicians and seamstresses.  It was so moving to 
see the hope in their eyes as these teens are being taught invaluable skills that will allow them to care 
for themselves and their future families in ways most of them were never cared for themselves by their 
own families.  But the greatest potential in this training is found in the instructors who are Christian 
leaders and committed to use their interactions with these young people as opportunities to sew the 
seeds of faith through the gospel.  As the instructors develop relationships with their students, they are 
constantly looking for opportunities to share the message of Jesus' love and truth.  Please pray they'll 
be effective in doing so.   

Before we left this area, we spent some time on the rooftop of a building, praying over the people living 
in the projects and asking for God to spread His saving grace through the people He's brought to serve 
Him there.   

Tomorrow, more meetings with local pastors and church leaders.  Pray we will see what the Holy Spirit 
has in store for us, asks the right questions, and make our lives completely at His disposal. 

We love and appreciate you all more than we can express.   

Tim & Aaron 

 

 
Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 2 - 10/4) 

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth."  Exodus 9:16 

Aaron and I woke up this morning and have decided to spend time each morning reading through the 
book of Acts together during our journey in Bangladesh.  We were reminded of all of you praying for us 
when we read Acts 13:3, and how the church at Antioch sent Paul and Barnabas on a mission after 
laying hands on them and praying.  We're so encouraged to know how many of you are praying for us 
and we are clearly enjoying the benefits of the prayer support you bring before the Father on our behalf. 

After breakfast at the Guest House, we went to the OM administrative offices in Dhaka where we met 
with a pastor named David Fozlu.  He traveled nearly ten hours to meet with us - crossing two rivers and 
catching several buses.  He initially seemed like a quiet, mild mannered man, until he began to tell us 
the story of his journey to salvation in Jesus.  Up until 1990, he served as a respected teacher in the 



Mosque in his hometown.  In his last class, he taught Arabic to over fifty students and enjoyed the 
prominence of being a Muslim leader in his community.   

But the longer he taught, the more troubled he became over the way that Jesus was characterized in 
Islam.  Even in the teachings of the Koran, he sensed that Jesus was more prominent than he was ever 
depicted in the public teachings in the Mosque and in the attitudes of most Muslims.  He wondered why 
Jesus wasn't given greater prominence since he was described as so important in the teachings of 
Muhammad.  He began studying other religions as well, but he could never escape the significance of 
Jesus.   

Then one day, he discovered a writing from the gospel and he began to read the biographies of Jesus. 
He became fixated on John 3:16 and somehow knew that Jesus was the great Savior and hope of the 
world - not Mohammad or the teachings of the Koran.  He shared his findings with this wife and she 
believed, too.  As he continued to study the New Testament, he determined that he needed to be 
baptized and he found out that there was a Christian pastor in a neighboring village.  So he went to the 
pastor and asked to be baptized, but the pastor refused.  He knew about David's reputation with the 
Mosque and he thought it might be some kind of trap, so told him he would not baptize him.   

But David would not give up, and he met with the pastor for several years until finally, the pastor 
baptized him and his wife.  Once David completely left the Mosque to follow Jesus, the Muslim 
community turned on him.  At first, they cut the water lines to his house and he and his family were 
forced to find dirty water and boil it to drink and cook.  Many family members and friends abandoned 
him and he couldn't find work.  The pastor who baptized him for the other village hired him to sell 
Christian literature in surrounding villages, but he encountered horrific opposition and was often beaten, 
bitten, kicked, and once even left for dead.  Each time he encountered hardship, God would send 
someone to help him and even nurse him back to health.   

The pastor then told David about a church that had been planted in his hometown - Faith Bible Church - 
literally across the street from the Mosque where David had taught.  David visited that church and the 
believers there were amazed at what God had done in his life.  David began serving there and he 
personally led many other Muslims to trust Jesus as their Savior.  Leaders in the Mosque came to 
question David about what he was doing and why he had left the Mosque.  David told them what he'd 
discovered about Jesus and the next day, they came back with over three hundred people from the 
Mosque to force him and his family back to the Mosque!  The leaders accused him of paying people to 
leave the Mosque and pressured former students to lie about David's teachings on the Koran.  But two 
students stood up for David and admitted they'd been told to lie and that David had not done the things 
of which he'd been accused. 

Then the Mosque leaders forbid anyone to talk to him and started spreading rumors that David and 
others from Faith Bible Church were drinking (because of what they'd heard about Communion) and 
living corrupt lives.  The police were informed of David's questionable activities, they arrested David, 
questioned him, and when they found that no crime had been committed, they let him go.   

But nothing seemed to satisfy the leaders of the Mosque.  They began stoning David's house and even 
threatened to shoot him if he didn't stop teaching about Jesus.  But David refused to back down from 
the threats of his accusers.  To this day, he told us his people will still occasionally throw stones at his 
home and the church.  Sadly, the church is building a wall around it to protect it from the attacks of 
those within their own community. 

David’s journey to faith was deeply moving to all of us.  Many times as he shared, he had to stop 
speaking, he was so overwhelmed.  But when he finished sharing his story, he told us that his tears 



were poured out with gratitude for the faithfulness of God, the grace that Jesus has shown him, and the 
burden he bears for those who don’t yet know the hope of Christ. 

He begged us to come and visit and encourage the believers in his village.  It doesn’t look like we’ll be 
able to visit on this trip but pray that God will keep us faithful in prayer for David, his family, and the 
believers in his village, Kumarkhali in the Kushtia District. 

I’ll share more about other inspiring followers of Christ in the next journal entry.  Pray for wisdom and 
discernment today for me and Aaron and for pastor David as he stands firmly for Christ in the midst of 
persecution. 

With love and gratitude for each of you. 

Tim & Aaron 

 



Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 2 cont. - 10/4) 

After meeting with pastor David, we drove to the heart of Dhaka and met with pastor Asa Kiam, another 
influential leader in this country.  Asa is an indigenous Bangladeshi who was raised as a Muslim but left 
Islam in search of the true Jesus.  He’s now been a pastor and spiritual leader in Dhaka for decades 
and is the ‘go to’ pastor for many other pastors throughout Bangladesh. 

His church has created an onsite school for children (with over 1600 students), ministers to believers 
within their church community, but also reaches out to the Muslim community, as well as the itinerant 
international community.  They host a church service at a local hotel known to accommodate 
international travelers.  Then they host an English speaking service at their church property, and several 
other Bangla language services for the local community.  Pastor Asa is also involved in developing 
young leaders from within their church and supporting worldwide missions through a number of 
programs.  We were so encouraged by all that God is doing through this church (Dhaka Assembly of 
God) and how pastor Asa is caring for other pastors as well.   

Next, we drove back to OM headquarters to meet with another young pastor, Shahin Rahman.  Shahin 
was also raised Muslim and lived in a poor village near Dhaka.  His life was transformed when he met a 
Christian who asked him if he knew Jesus.  He responded by saying that Jesus was rescued from 
death by Allah and is in heaven.  When the Christian explained that Jesus is in heaven, but that he also 
died, to spill his blood, and that it's only by his blood that anyone can be cleansed of their sin, Shahin 
couldn't believe this was true.  But the more questions he began asking others about Jesus, the more 
confused Shahin became about what Islam teaches about Jesus.   

Eventually, he came to the conclusion that Jesus really did die, but that he also rose from the dead, 
proving himself to be God and defeating sIn and death forever!  He was so excited about what he 
learned that he shared this news with his family, but they immediately shunned him and made life so 
difficult that he was forced to leave his home.   

He became convinced that God had saved him to help his Muslim neighbors come to know the truth 
about Jesus, too.  He was directed to OM where he got connected and received discipleship/leadership 
training. He also became involved in their tailoring ministry, training young people to learn the trade of 
sewing and fashion while also engaging in evangelism.   

Eventually, he met his wife (also a believer) and needed to find work, so he went to a local church and 
was hired to help with their ministry to children where he continues to serve.  He is hoping God will 
provide the opportunity to serve Him on a university campuses (there are several huge campuses in 
Dhaka) and he can encounter Muslim students with the gospel and lead then in Bible studies on 
campus or through a local church.   

[Shahin's english is excellent and his email address is light4bd@gmail.com if anyone is interested in 
writing and encouraging him.] 

We had a wonderful time of prayer with Shahin, then headed back to the guest house for the night. 
What a day!  We met so many amazing people who are serving the Lord in such inspiring and sacrificial 
ways.  Please pray for David, Asa, and Shahin as the Holy Spirit works through them to share the gospel 
and raise up disciples who will join them in leading the church here in Bangladesh.  Also pray how the 
Lord may be leading VBC to partner with some of these leaders in ministry in the future. 

With love and gratitude for each of you, 

Tim & Aaron 

mailto:light4bd@gmail.com


[The photos below are of me, Aaron, Shahin, and the refrigeration & tailoring ministries in Dhaka.] 

 
 
Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 3 - 10/5) 

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth."  Exodus 9:16 

Today is Friday, and since it's a Muslim holy day, and Bangladesh is an Islamic nation, believers have 
made it their day of worship, too.  Many shops are closed, traffic is greatly reduced, and the non-stop 
symphony of car horns honking has been noticeably stifled. 

Pastor Asa from Dhaka AOG (Assembly of God) Church invited me to speak at the church today, so 
Aaron, Michael Huff, Josue and his family, and I drove to their church facility in the heart of Dhaka 
(yesterday the drive took well over an hour - today, it took less than thirty minutes).  I was surprised by 
the international community at the church service - I met people from Africa, Europe, Samoa, Great 
Britain, the USA, and all over Asia.  Many people shared with us how grateful they are for this church 
and the many ways God is at work sharing the gospel, discipling new and old believers, and advancing 
God's kingdom in creative and meaningful ways.   

I shared from John 6 and read about the people who walked away from Jesus when his message 
became too much for them to handle - specifically when he explained that no one could enter the 
kingdom of heaven unless they ate his body or drank his blood.  But when the Lord turned to his 
disciples - the twelve - and asked them if they would leave, too, Peter responded by basically asking, 



"Lord, where else are we supposed to go?  And who else are we supposed to follow?  You alone have 
the words of life!"  Peter didn't always immediately understand everything Jesus said, but at that 
moment of decision, he knew where he stood, and he knew who he was going to follow. 

The Lord made it clear that this was the text I was to use to encourage and challenge the believers in 
this church today.  It can seem easy to follow Jesus as long as he's healing, and performing miracles, 
and putting the religious establishment in their place.  But when we take a long, hard look at what he's 
really asking of us - to be completely consumed and committed to who he is and his mission for our 
lives - no matter what the outcome - that can be a turning point for some.  And in John 6, many did turn. 
They literally turned away from Jesus.  Living for Christ in Bangladesh is not easy, and the longer we're 
here, the more we're coming to understand the cost of true discipleship here.  It often comes with 
severe persecution, heartbreaking separation from family and loved ones, imprisonment, torture, and 
even the loss of life.  It was an honor to acknowledge the faithfulness and sacrifice that many believers 
in that auditorium have made for the name of Jesus.  Our prayer is that they will continue to be bold in 
their proclamation of the gospel, and encouraged to know that our church, and other believers around 
the world, want to be committed to pray for their protection and steadfastness in sharing the truth and 
hope of the Savior.   

We were able to pray and share with many people after the service.  After we finally pulled ourselves 
away from these inspiring brother and sisters, we grabbed some lunch and headed to the airport to fly 
to the northernmost part of the country to visit other pastors, churches, and ministries.  We landed in 
the town of Saidpur (the only airport in northern Bangladesh), our driver picked us up, and drove us an 
hour away to the town of Rampur.  OM has a base in this town and so tomorrow, we'll be visiting the 
base and meeting local Christian leaders.   

We're staying at an NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) facility run by UNICEF.  An NGO is any 
non-profit, voluntary group organized on a local, national, or international level. NGO's are usually driven 
by people with a common interest and perform a variety of service and humanitarian functions, bring 
citizen concerns to governments, advocate and monitor policies, and encourage political participation 
through provision of information. Some are organized around specific issues (i.e., human rights, 
environment, health) and they provide analysis and expertise, serve as early warning mechanisms and 
help monitor and implement international agreements. Because of the history of Bangladesh, and the 
intensity of its needs over the years, many NGO's have been established here and continue to function, 
even though the country is growing economically and recovering from some of the devastation it has 
endured in the past.   

The NGO where we're staying houses their national headquarters offices, but they've also built a guest 
house with comfortable rooms and a small restaurant where we'll be eating most of our meals.  As 
soon as we arrived, we checked into our rooms, ate an amazing Bangladeshi meal of rice, vegetables, 
fish, and chicken, reviewed the day, previewed our plan for tomorrow, and called it a night.   

Pray for the Dhaka AOG Church - that the Lord will allow them to flourish in bringing glory to his name, 
and experience the benefits of his protection, blessing, and favor as they serve him.  Pray for our time 
here in northern Bangladesh - that the Lord will direct us to meet believers whom we can encourage and 
see potential opportunities for future partnership and support. 

 

With much love and gratitude for each of you, 

Tim & Aaron 



 

 
 

 

 



Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 4 - 10/6) 

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth."  Exodus 9:16 

Today is Saturday and after a great Bangladeshi breakfast, we left town to head to a primitive village 
school that OM has helped develop.  As we walked through the village, more and more people followed 
us to the tiny hut that housed the school.  There were about thirty children between the ages of seven 
and thirteen under the tin roof of their single room classroom with their teacher.  They'd been waiting 
for us to arrive and had dances and songs about Jesus, ready to share with us.  They quoted the Bangla 
alphabet, then the English alphabet.  They asked us to share with them, so we told them a little about 
ourselves, then taught them how to sing "Jesus Loves Me."   

We stopped at the house of one of the girls from school who left with us and she showed us how she 
rolls cigarettes to help her parents make money.  She gets paid about ten cents for every thousand 
cigarettes she rolls.  The average monthly income for a family here is about $150 which is one of the 
reasons why child labor is so rampant. 

Most of the teachers at the schools in these villages overseen by OM are believers (MBB's - Muslim 
Background Believers), but unfortunately, because they live in such remote areas, they don't have the 
opportunity for regular fellowship with other believers in churches.  This is one issue OM is addressing 
and actually, today, the teachers from several local village schools are gathering at OM's Rangpur 
headquarters for a time of worship and training.  We were invited to speak so I asked Aaron, the brother 
accompanying me from VBC, to share a message from Scripture with the group.  He spoke from 
Matthew 5 and reminded them about the importance of our role as salt and light to the world, and 
especially to the students we teach.  He spoke through a translator and everyone seemed challenged 
and encouraged by the message he shared.   

After Aaron finished speaking, we asked several of those present at the meeting to share their stories 
of how they became followers of Jesus.  One of the young men at the meeting, Joel, shared about his 
recent conversion from Islam to Christianity.  He loved going to the Mosque and reading from the 
Koran, but he became troubled when he read about Jesus, and the way he was not regarded as highly 
as his role on earth and in the Koran seem to indicate.  He became more and more intrigued with the 
life of Jesus and when he compared the life of Christ to the life of Muhammad, he became convinced 
that Jesus was the one he should be following.  So he found someone who had a New Testament, and 
he began reading the book that he'd been taught to dismiss because of all its false teachings.  But the 
further he investigated the origins of the biographies of Jesus, and the writings of Paul, the more 
confident he became that he was reading the truth.   

He kept asking questions and meeting believers until he finally decided to leave the Mosque and 
secretly visit a local church.  Once he saw those who had sacrificed so much to follow Jesus, he knew 
he needed to do the same.  Within a few months, he heard about some of the ministries of OM, and he 
was put in touch with their headquarters in Rangpur, and he's been meeting with some of the local 
leaders here ever since.  His parents have now become believers and his father has started to lead a 
group in his home for believers and those interested in seeking the truth about Jesus. 

Today, Joel brought his friend, Nathan, with him to our meeting, who is also searching for the truth 
about Jesus, and we were able to speak and pray with him, too.  Hira, our OM host, told us afterward 
that Nathan wanted him to know that he had now become a follower of Jesus!   

We left the meeting so encouraged!  We stopped by the local market to pick up some supplies, and we 
meandered by scores of little shops selling spices and produce and fish and trinkets.  It felt like millions 



of people had been crammed into the most congested part of the town, but no one seemed to mind, 
and everyone smiled and greeted us, as we clearly stuck out as guys who weren't locals.  We eventually 
made our way back to the guest house for dinner, debriefed the day, prayed together, and headed to 
bed.   

Pray for the young Muslim men (Joel & Nathan)who have given their lives to Jesus who we met today. 
The road ahead for them will not be easy, so the support they receive from other believers and the 
foundation of faith laid in their lives is crucial.  Pray for us as we continue to understand what role the 
Lord may want us to play in this area of the country, and in particular this town.  We're still trying to 
understand if the church has an established presence anywhere and if so, how we might come 
alongside leaders in some way. 

We are so grateful for your support!  Thank you for your love and your devotion to bring us before the 
Lord in prayer. 

With much love and appreciation, 

Tim & Aaron 

 



 

 



 

 
Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 6 - 10/8) 

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth."  Exodus 9:16 

This morning, Aaron and I read in Acts 15 about how God healed a crippled man through Paul and 
Barnabas and then the local people thought they were gods (literally Zeus and Hermes), and even tried 
to offer sacrifices to them!  Hira told us at breakfast that this same thing happened to his dad prayer for 
God to heal a sick man in a local village, and the Lord healed him. The local villagers wanted to give him 
animals and other offerings because they thought he was some sort of god, but Mojibor refused to 
accept their gifts and told them to give praise to God alone!  And some placed their trust in Jesus after 
this.  Sometimes, it's not easy to see the practical applications from Scripture in life today.  Other times, 
it's so obvious and powerful that it takes your breath away! 

Our driver, Noyon, picked us up after breakfast and we headed for some villages about an hour outside 
of town.  We were joined by Jonel (who is married to Cynthia, the daughter of David Fozlu, the pastor we 
met in Dhaka from Faith Bible Church), the OM Bogra director and Russell (Rashal in Bangla), who is the 
director of Sports Ministries for OM Bogra.  Russell hosts sports (soccer) camps each year for believers 
to train them to branch out and coach local teams of soccer players and seek opportunities to share 
the gospel.   

He also hosts an annual rickshaw race in Bogra where they work with the local police to shut down a 
major road and invite  rickshaw drivers from the poorest villages to race against each other (I would 
love to see that race on 11/24!).  In recent years, they've had up to ten rickshaw drivers for the race, but 
this year, they may have as many as thirty! The winner receives a new rickshaw, valued at over 
$400USD.  Most rickshaw drivers rent their rickshaws for 50 Takas a day (the exchange rate is about 
1USD = 83 Takas). OM uses this race as a way to develop relationships with the contestants, help them 
learn about financial planning (some have learned how to save to purchase their own rickshaw and a 
former rickshaw race winner was able to purchase his own home!), and hear the gospel - and some 
rickshaw racers have come to trust in Jesus! 



On our travels today, we briefly visited another OM village school (quick side note, OM is now operating 
as an organization called 'Delta' in order to seek status as a non-profit organization, which actually 
provides more freedoms than even an NGO would have) before visiting a house church, deep in the 
jungle.  This house church was started last year when a local River flooded and destroyed the homes of 
many local villagers.  OM immediately mobilized when they heard about this disaster, and while they 
were working to help distraught villagers who had lost their homes, they met a man from a local village 
named Alim who came to offer his help.  After working for several days with Bangladeshi OM reps, they 
shared the gospel with him, he believed what they were sharing was the truth he'd been missing from 
Islam, and he asked Jesus to be his Savior.   

Alim also happened to be an elected councilman for his village and a person with much  respect and 
influence.  Over the course of a year, over twenty people in his village have now become followers of 
Jesus, too - including his parents and siblings.  He invited us into his home, and the other believers in 
the village, as well as some interested unbelievers, joined us, too.  We listened to several of them share 
their stories, and then Aaron, Michael, and I shared messages from the Word to encourage the 
believers, and challenge those who are not yet saved.  We prayed over everyone there afterwards and 
everyone seemed so grateful and excited we came - even the Muslims who haven't trusted Jesus.   

Next, we visited another house church in a village about twenty minutes away.  The leader of that house 
church is Misen.  In 2013, Hira and some other members of the OM Bogra team approached some of 
the Muslim elders in the village about starting a school for children since there was no school before. 
The elders were very excited about this idea and they told Hira that a man in their village had a large 
room that would be a good place to rent for the school.  That room belonged to Misen.  Hira met with 
the elders and Misen and they decided to move forward with the school and rent Misen's room.   As 
plans were being made for the school, Misen asked Hira many questions about why they would bring a 
school to their village and HIra was able to tell him about the gospel and Jesus.  Misen didn't 
understand why Hira was trying to make Jesus seem more important than Muhammed, so Hira read 
from the gospels in the 'injil' (New Testament).  After a year of meeting with Misen, he placed his trust 
in Jesus.  He became very bold in sharing the gospel with other members of his village, and now, there 
are over twenty who have trust Jesus!   

We gathered together with most of the believers in Misen's home and again, they all introduced 
themselves and several shared the account of how they came to trust Jesus.  It was so moving to see 
how Jesus has become everything to them - their hope, their passion, and their purpose.  Many times, 
we encounter believers in the US who acknowledge they're saved, but it's not easy to detect any level of 
excitement, devotion, or conviction about living fully surrendered lives to Christ with a bold commitment 
to share the gospel.  That's most definitely not the sense we got from any of these people - even though 
the stakes are so high for them!  What a privilege to hear their stories, and watch them serve, share, and 
sacrifice from their lives for the glory of God and the urgency of the gospel.   

After we prayed over Misen and the other believers and curious Muslims who joined them, we drove to 
an area nearby where the river floods every year and recently, many homes were destroyed and lives 
were lost.  OM has helped to rebuild homes and we visited two families who have new homes and both 
families have also become followers of Christ!  One of the men told us he wanted to make it clear that 
he did not choose to follow Jesus because God gave him a new home.  He trusted Jesus and left Islam 
because he know that only Jesus saves - that he is way, the truth, and the life.  What a beautiful 
testimony from a simple man with a deep trust in the Savior. 

We drove back to the guest house for a late lunch/early dinner and soaked in all that we'd heard and 
seen so far today.  We were all deeply blessed and so thankful for the opportunity to visit those villages 
and hear the inspiring stories from the lives of so many former Muslims.   



After dinner, we drove over to the OM Bogra HQ to meet with all the local leaders in their offices. Each 
person plays a specific role - one teaches computer skills, another the tailoring classes, another 
oversees sports ministries (Russell), and another is a liaison with local churches.  They all seem to 
serve alongside one another so well and it's very clear what a priority it is for each of them to 
evangelize, disciple, and expand the church.   

Please pray for the ministry in the villages to continue to flourish and for the believers to be encouraged 
and protected.  Ask the Holy Spirit to guide our next steps with these villages and the possibility of 
providing biblical training; ministry to women; medical, dental, or other clinics; or possibly ESL (English 
as a Second Language) classes.   

Aaron and I are healthy, encouraged, and overwhelmed with gratitude for your prayer support and the 
opportunities God has given  us to serve Him here. 

With much love and gratitude for all of you, 

Tim & Aaron 

   

 



 

 



 
 
Mission Journal - Bangladesh (Day 8 - 10/10) 

"But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my name 
might be proclaimed in all the earth."  Exodus 9:16 

Aaron and I woke up early this morning, read from Acts 16, then met Hira for breakfast before loading 
up the van with Noyon and driving three hours north to Rangpur.  We arrived in plenty of time to catch 
our flight back to Dhaka, and our driver picked us up at the airport and drove us to the Mimosa Inn, the 
guest house we'd stayed at in Dhaka for the first few days of our journey. 

We unpacked, then walked with Hira to the OM offices, just a few blocks away.  We ran into Lee Waters, 
one of the OM Bangladesh leaders from the US who's here on a two year assignment, and he was 
explaining why he believes the Bangladeshi turned from Hinduism to Islam.  Originally, they shared the 
Hindu faith of their fellow countrymen, when India included Pakistan and Bangladesh.  But because of 
their geographic separation, and the introduction of Islam at a pivotal time in their own identity as a 
segment of the nation that was often marginalized, Islam became attractive as a unique way to 
embrace their own religious identity.  In Lee's assessment, many of the the Bangladesh Muslims today 
are very open to the gospel because they never fully invested in Islam anyway.   

Whatever the reasons may be, we've definitely sensed an openness to the gospel here, and no matter 
what role VBC may play in Bangladesh in the future, there is undoubtedly a door of opportunity for the 
good news to be shared and a hunger among the people here for the truth about Jesus to be explained 
and experienced.   

We spent the rest of the day running last minute errands, taking care of our departure details, and 
saying goodbye to new friends.  We had quite an adventure after dinner.  We decided to meet with Hira 
and Shinan, the pastor we met on our first day here - he is currently serving in a church as the pastor to 
children but he wants to get on university campuses and set up Bible studies with Muslim students. 
After dinner, Hira thought it would be for us to go back to the guest house by hiring rickshaw drivers. 
The rickshaws can only carry two people at a time, so Hira went in one and Aaron and I went in another. 



As I mentioned before, traffic is Bangladesh is like nothing I've ever seen - and in Dhaka (the capital) 
with a population of 20 million, it's the most intense traffic in the nation!  Well, within the first few 
minutes of what should have been a five minute rickshaw ride back to our guest house, our driver got 
separated from Hira and his driver.  We tried to help our driver find Hira and get back to the guest 
house, but we weren't exactly sure where we were either - and our drivers spoke no English!   

Finally, after going up and down unfamiliar streets, he came to a stop and we all looked at each other 
and knew that we were lost.  I tried calling Hira and the call wouldn't go through.  We thought we had 
the address to the guest house, but neither Aaron or I could find it!  Our driver was getting frustrated 
and we were at a loss and not sure how this story was going to end.  I'd tried to use the Internet and 
couldn't get online earlier, so I tried one more time and the Lord provided a divine connection!  I went to 
the web, found the guest house, called their offices, they guided the rickshaw driver to the guest house 
on my phone, and we ended up being about two minutes away!  The rickshaw driver was concerned 
about how we were going to pay him since Hira wasn't there to negotiate the deal, so I ended up giving 
him over twice as much as Hira had bargained with him (a dollar!) and the guy couldn't stop smiling.   

One of the great outcomes of our adventure was meeting the security guard at the guest house and 
bonding with him.  He helped us work out the payment with the rickshaw driver and then just wanted to 
talk to us.  We exchanged email addresses and he kept saying how much he wanted to communicate 
with us.  His name is Shalin Islamas.  Pray that we'll be able to stay connected and get him connected 
with some local believers in Dhaka.   

We made arrangements for a 4:00 am shuttle ride to the airport, and turned in for the night.  Aaron 
heads to San Francisco tomorrow and I'll head to Uganda - but we'll both travel to Istanbul on the way 
there.   

God has been so faithful to care for us, protect us, empower us, encourage us, and show us so many 
ways that we could serve Him and potentially partner with believers here in Bangladesh.  As we leave 
this place and meet with leaders back home to sort through all that we saw and learned, pray that we 
will remember to pray for the people and ministries that the Lord has set in place here.  God is on the 
move in Bangladesh - and we have been so moved by what we've seen, heard, and experienced.   

 

 


