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Mission Journal Days 1 – 3  
 
Chris Cline and I were to set out on our journey to Iraq on March 7, but unfortunately, Chris was 
diagnosed with shingles and was unable to join me. We tried to find a replacement at the last minute, 
but no one was able to join me on such short notice so I embarked on a solo journey. Fortunately, I’m 
meeting with Willy Tan, a pastor from L.A. who has partnered with us since the beginning of our work in 
Zakho. Willy has been steadily bringing medical teams several times a year since this work began back in 
2015. 
 
Iraq is of great interest to us for many reasons. Since it’s an Islamic Nation, there are scores of unsaved 
people living here. Outside of the Kurdish region in northern Iraq, the evangelical church is virtually non-
existent so we are very committed to help establish and support a local church in this nation. 
 
Iraq also has deep ties with biblical history. 
 

 The Garden of Eden was in Iraq (Genesis 2:10-14) 

 Adam and Eve were created in Iraq (Genesis 2:10-14) 

 Satan’s first recorded appearance was in Iraq (Genesis 3:1) 

 Sin originated in Iraq (Genesis 3:1-6) 

 The first murder occurred in Iraq (Genesis 4:1-16) 

 Noah built the ark in Iraq (Genesis 6:1-22) 

 Nimrod developed false religious systems in Iraq (Genesis 11:1-10) 

 The tower of Babel was in Iraq (Genesis 11:7-9) 

 The nation of Babylon, which destroyed Jerusalem and took many Jews into captivity in 603-586 
BC is present day Iraq (Daniel 1:1-2) 

 The wise men were from Iraq (Matthew 2:1-2) 

 Peter most likely preached in Iraq (1 Peter 5:13) 

 Jonah preached to the people of Nineveh, located in Iraq (Jonah 1:1-4-11) 

 What started in Babylon (sin) will end in Babylon (destructive judgment) Revelation 18:8-10: 
“Therefore in one day her (Babylon’s) plagues will overtake her: death, mourning and famine. 
She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. When the kings of the 
earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, 
they will weep and mourn over her. Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: 
'Woe! Woe, O great city, O Babylon, city of power! In one hour your doom has come!'” 

 
And now, we’ve developed friendships with many local believers in Zakho (a city in the Kurdish region of 
northern Iraq), including Fadhil, a faithful follower of Christ and a man committed to proclaim the gospel 
to his nation. Fadhil has a particular interest in the Yezidi, an indigenous group of people who have 
become refugees, forced by ISIS to flee their ancestral home on SInjar Mountain, here in northern Iraq. 
Many of the refugees have been resettled in Zakho, and many have come to faith in Jesus because of 
the investment of Fadhil in their lives. 
 
As many of you know, VBC has been renting homes in Zakho that Fadhil uses to house supplies, host 
medical clinics, and use as a meeting place for Bible studies, discipleship meetings, and church services. 
VBC has also purchased tents that have provided housing for multiple Yezidi families who would 
otherwise be without shelter.  
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But there are many changes taking place here now. Since ISIS has been removed from SInjar Mounatain, 
many Yezidi have begun to return there. Much of the infrastructure there was destroyed and so there’s 
no electricity or running water, but many are still choosing to return - at least temporarily. Some families 
have set up tents and are exploring the possibly of rebuilding. Many NGOs and military troops are in the 
area to provide protection. Even though ISIS doesn’t currently have a dominant presence there, ISIS 
sympathizers are still in the vicinity and there have been reports of violence toward some who have 
chosen to return. 
 
Medical and ministry teams continue to come to Zakho to minister to the Yezidi who are still here (and 
there are thousands of them). This week, a 12-member dental and medical team will arrive from L.A. 
and provide services to the refugees in one of the camps. Another church from L.A. is also here 
providing some leadership training classes for Fadhil and some of the men and women who attend the 
church he started. 
 
As encouraged as we are with the progress of the work here, many obstacles and barriers continue to 
exist. For example, Muslim converts are often rejected by local churches with members who were 
mostly born into Christian families (similar to the ways the Jews rejected Gentile converts in the New 
Testament church). There are also heightened challenges to get into some of the refugee camps 
because of some of the activities of short-term Christian groups. One group came and tried to sneak 
Bibles into the supplies they brought to give to the Yezidi at one of the refugee camps. The Yezidi 
complained that the Muslims are trying to kill them and the Christians are trying to convert them and 
they have no place to escape, so this caused local authorities to become more strict in allowing Christian 
groups to have access to the camps. 
 
In addition, most local churches are completely dependent on foreign funds to operate. Many local 
missionaries agree that in Iraq, the concept of the local church taking care of its own financial 
responsibilities is unheard of across the nation. The idea of sacrificial giving is not commonly taught, nor 
is the concept of giving as form of worship.  
 
This raises awareness of the need for more teaching and training within the church. Now we need to 
consider how to offer this, and then how to approach it, if it’s welcomed. Please pray that during our 
brief time here this week, the Holy Spirit will help us to see what we can offer to Fadhil and any other 
leaders who may be interested, and how we can come alongside them through partnership in sharing 
the gospel, discipling believers, expanding the church, and brining all glory to the King of Kings! 
 
Bonded with you through the blood of the Savior, 
 
Tim 
 

 
Mission Journal Day 4  
 
Today the dental and medical team arrived from L.A. and got set up at a refugee camp to begin seeing 
Yezidi patients tomorrow. While they were preparing for their clinics, Fadhil, Nagee, and I went to Zakho 
University to see Yousif, one of the Kurdish young men who’s part of the Zakho church, present his 
biology research work for his Masters Degree in front of a panel of PhD’s from the university. It took 
over three hours for the entire process to conclude, but when it was over, the PhD’s announced that 
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Yousif had successfully defended his research. It was a thrilling day for Yousif and his entire family was 
there to support him and cheer him on, as well as a large crowd of folks from his church community and 
the English Language Institute where he teaches. It was inspiring and so clear that he gave all glory to 
God for his accomplishments. After all the pomp and circumstance, we all went out to lunch to 
celebrate. 
 
During lunch, Fadhil explained that Yousif is an Iraqi Armenian, and he reminded me of a time when Iraq 
and Armenia were part of Turkey until the area was divided into several separate counties (Turkey, Iraq, 
Armenia, etc.). We had a wonderful discussion about the ancient history of Iraq. 
 
He explained that the ancient Sumerians, Babylonians, and Assyrians all developed great empires in this 
region between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. Then in later times, it was ruled by the Greeks, Romans, 
Persians, and Ottoman Turks. 
 
During the period under the Abbasid rulers (750-1258 AD), Baghdad became a center of learning for the 
entire Muslim world. But the Mongols invaded the region in 1258, leading to its decline. The Ottoman 
Turks, after a long struggle, won Baghdad and the Tigris and Euphrates Valley from Persia in 1638. The 
region remained a part of the enormous Ottoman Empire until the end of World War I, in 1918. 
 
After World War I, Great Britain was given control of the region as a mandate of the League of Nations 
(the forerunner of the UN or United Nations). The mandate period lasted from 1920 to 1932, when Iraq 
became an independent constitutional monarchy under King Faisal I. 
 
From the 1930s to the 1950s, Iraqi politics were dominated by Prime Minister Nuri es-Said, a pro-
Western leader who was credited with the modernization of Iraq. In 1945, Iraq became a founding 
member of the Arab League. However, in 1958 the monarchy was overthrown in a military coup led by 
General Abdul Karim Kassem. Nuri es-Said, King Faisal II, and all the members of the royal family were 
murdered, and Iraq was declared a republic. 
 
Between 1958 and 1968 there were several violent changes of government. Kassem himself was 
murdered in 1963. In 1968 the Baath Party seized power and has held it ever since, under only two 
leaders—Ahmad Hassan al-Bakr and Saddam Hussein, who came to power in 1979. Iraq’s abundant oil 
revenues were used to develop the economy and to build new schools, hospitals, and other facilities. 
But the government dealt harshly with its internal enemies and pursued an aggressive foreign policy. 
 
Then in 1980, Iraq invaded Iran. Iraq’s aim was to gain control of the Shatt al-Arab waterway, and 
perhaps the Iranian oil fields as well. A long and costly war followed, ending in 1988 with really no clear 
victor. 
 
Two years later, on August 2, 1990, Iraq invaded and quickly conquered its small but oil-rich neighbor 
Kuwait. The Iraqi action was condemned by the UN, and economic sanctions were imposed. When Iraq 
didn’t withdraw from Kuwait by January 15, 1991—the deadline set by the UN—a coalition of nations, 
led by the United States, went to war against Iraq and quickly liberated Kuwait. 
 
After the war, Iraq was faced with rebellions by Shi’ite Muslims in the south and by Kurds in the north. 
Both groups were crushed by the military. Saddam Hussein, in spite of his defeat and the destruction 
caused by the war, managed to hold on to power. He governed from 1979 to 2003, a period of time 
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which covered the Iran-Iraq War and the Gulf War. Hussein was deposed following the 2003 US-led 
invasion of the country.  
 
Then over the following years, Iraq came to the brink of civil war, and the situation deteriorated after 
the withdrawal of U.S. troops in 2011. By 2015, Iraq was effectively divided, the central and southern 
part being controlled by the government, the northwest by the Kurdistan Regional Government and the 
western part by the ISIS. However even today, Iraq is under changes as the Kurdish region grows 
stronger and the influence of ISIS has diminished, though not been entirely removed. It’s a fascinating 
and complicated region, in desperate need of the light and truth of the gospel. 
 
After lunch and our history lesson, we drove back to the church building, where Glenn, one the visiting 
pastors from L.A., was teaching on the foundations of the local church. Several news guys were there 
and after Glenn’s teaching, Fadhil asked me to teach on the importance of the Lord’s Supper. I taught 
from 1 Corinthians 11 and then we shared communion together. There were several Muslims at the 
meeting who stayed through the entire teaching, and then stayed after, asking many questions and 
promising that they would return. 
 
When we left the church building, we returned to the hotel and I met up with a Kurdish friend named 
Remon, a young believer I’d met several years ago during my visit here. He has had many challenging 
events in his life, yet the foundation he has laid in Christ has sustained him through it all. We were able 
to discuss future plans for him to be developed as a leader, ways he could serve in some form of 
leadership in the church, and then pray for one another before he left. He will be serving as one of the 
interpreters for the medical/dental team tomorrow. 
 
Pray for us as we head to the refugee camps tomorrow to care for the physical needs of people and 
share the gospel. The local government has become more cautious about letting groups enter the 
camps, but because we are offering medical services, they are much more open to accommodate us. 
Pray we will continue to garner their favor, but remain faithful to our purposes here.  
 
With much love for each of you and gratitude for your prayerful support, 
 
Tim 
 

 
Mission Journal Day 5 
 
After meeting together with the medical and dental team for a time together studying the Word, 
singing, and praying, we ate breakfast at the hotel, then left for Chamisko (Valley of the Mice), one of 
the larger refugee camps in Zakho. We set up clinics in two separate rooms - one for the medical team 
and one for the dental team - in one building.  
 
I was in charge of admitting patients into the dental clinic, which was a major challenge. There were 
hundreds of Yazidi, all trying to push their way into the examination room. We worked out a system 
where we gave each patient a numbered ticket for admission, but those with lower numbered tickets 
would try to hide their tickets and give them out to friends and family members who were waiting in line 
and may not have even been there. It was a demonstration of the desperation some of these folks are 
feeling. Most have been in this particular camp for years and have struggled to receive the most basic of 
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human necessities. So when a luxury like free dental or medical care is offered to them, it creates a 
frenzy that’s hardly a surprise. 
 
After several hours of admitting patients, one of the dentists called over to me and said he needed help. 
The device the hygienists use to clean teeth wasn’t operating properly and he needed me to manually 
drip water from a syringe on the cleaning tool the hygienists use (which gets extremely hot). Needless to 
say, it was quite an experience. Lots of blood, puss, and rotten teeth. In a strange twist, most of the 
Yazidi didn’t want any their rotten teeth pulled. Even though they were horribly decayed or diseased, 
they wouldn’t give permission for their teeth to be extracted. The dentist would always explain the long-
term problems it could produce to leave these decayed teeth in, but I never heard a single patient 
change his or her mind. 
 
There were always opportunities to pray for the patients after their treatment and no one turned us 
down, although many had no ideas what we were saying/doing. They were able to interact with other 
Yazidi who have come to faith and are attending the church Fadhil pastors. Many made contact with 
some of these Yazidi and were able to hear about their journeys to salvation in Christ. 
 
After lunch, Fadhil invited me, pastors Glenn & Kenneth (pastors from L.A.), Willy Tan (director of Habibi 
International), and Keith (Willy’s pastor from L.A.) to join him on a visit to a local village. We piled into 
his van and set out on our adventure toward Duhok. 
 
Our first stop was to a village named Seje (pronounced Say-jay). It was a scenic, ancient Christian village 
nestled at the base of a small mountain range. Just on the other side of the summit of the tallest 
mountain in Seje is another Christian village that was established around AD400! Clearly there’s a lot of 
great Christian historical significance in this area. 
 
Tragically however, ISIS raided Seje a few years ago and murdered, raped, and kidnapped children to 
recruit as child soldiers. Slowly, some of the folks who lived there have started to come back, but the 
Yazidi have also moved in. If the homes in the village were badly destroyed and uninhabitable by the 
Christian families who formerly lived there, the Yazidi families moved in and made them suitable for 
their own families to liver. As you can imagine, there are tensions in the village between the Christian 
Kurds and the Yazidi, but they are managing to co-exist for the most part. 
 
We drove to the highest point in the village and there’s a property there that’s been purchased by a 
man named Dr. Paul Kingery. He’s an American who has settled here and has led quite a remarkable life. 
He was a Middle East consultant to both US Presidents Clinton and Bush. He was a Dean at the 
University of Hawaii (Manoa), and the President of the American University in Duhok, Iraq. He 
established an NGO (MedEast) and he uses his influence through this NGO to address many of the issues 
that have crippled the advancement of the Middle East and the protection of endangered ethnic groups 
living here. He’s written several books and he’s currently working on a book about ISIS and how it has 
brutally impacted the Kurdish region of Iraq. And best of all, he’s an outspoken believer and friend of 
Erich Weiger. 
 
His home and headquarters are quite impressive - both the architecture and the construction. It’s a 
massive complex of buildings and there’s even more construction currently taking place. A group of 
about a dozen Yazidi teenage boys came up during our tour and Dr. Paul introduced us to them as his 
friends and co-laborers. He explained that he’d trained them to do all the construction at his facilities. 



Iraq Mission Journal March 2019 

 

6 
 

He said he was the architect and engineer but they were the workers who he’d taught to build. It was 
really inspiring to see what these boys had done! And in addition, Dr. Paul disciples several of them 
who’ve become followers of Jesus.  
 
Dr. Paul actually adopted a refugee boy named Charlie from the Marshall Islands while he was serving as 
the Dean at the University of Hawaii. Many of the displaced Marshallese have been housed in Hawaii, 
although now, some travel back and forth between the Marshall Islands and the Hawaiian Islands. After 
adopting Charlie, he and Charlie then moved to Iraq a few years later and Charlie seems to have blended 
well with the other boys in the area. 
 
We continued on our tour and entered into an area that was built like a college dorm. Dr. Paul’s 
associates - Annette and Lisa - explained that this part of the facility was called “The Safe House.” I asked 
them to explain what that meant and they told us this facility had been built to provide housing 
exclusively for girls/women who’d either been impregnated by ISIS fighters, or girls/women who had 
been trafficked by ISIS and somehow escaped or been set free. 
 
In the Yazidi culture, if a woman was raped by an ISIS fighter and gotten pregnant, she’d be expected to 
kill the baby. Some women, however, chose to defy their culture and keep their babies which meant 
that they’d be shunned by their families, village, and really all Yazidi. It’s an explosive situation and the 
ministry here exists to specifically minister to women with these kinds of issues and needs. One woman 
with her baby from an ISIS rape has been relocated to Canada and is doing well assimilating there at 
present. 
 
We asked Dr. Paul all sorts of questions about the current climate in the Middle East and he was 
extraordinarily knowledgable about so much. We sat around with him and the boys and literally talked 
and prayed for hours. Finally, we needed to get our next appointment so we said our good-byes to 
everyone. As we were preparing to leave, we mentioned to Dr. Paul that we were headed to Duhok to 
meet with a believer from Texas who’s moved his family to the region to serve the Lord through a coffee 
shop ministry he’s started. One of the boys Dr. Paul disciples, Nazer, actually had an interview at the 
exact same coffee shop in an hour and so Dr. Paul asked if he and Nazer could ride with us (he doesn’t 
own a car). Talk about divine timing! 
 
As we were driving down form Dr. Paul’s home into the village, he asked if we had time to stop at the 
home of a local Christian family who he’s writing about in his upcoming book. He gave us the 
background on the family before we got out of the van to meet them. He explained that when ISIS 
invaded Seje years earlier, they came to this house where a man, his wife, sons, daughters, and 
grandparents all lived. ISIS fighters murdered the father and grandmother, and kidnapped the mother 
and daughters to be trafficked and the boys to be trained as child soldiers for ISIS. Only the grandfather 
was spared and left behind. 
 
Eventually, the mother and daughters were rescued and have now been relocated to Canada. Of the 
four sons kidnapped to be trained as child soldiers, three of them were rejected and sent home. One of 
the sons though - Aeman - was retained by ISIS to be trained as a child soldier and brainwashed to 
support and uphold the ideologies of ISIS. Aeman was twelve years old at the time. But Dr. Paul told us 
that due to American bombings recently in Syria - specifically Baghouz, the last bit of territory in Syria 
and Iraq claimed by the Islamic State - Aeman had been injured and so his captors splintered his leg, and 
released him. Aeman is now seventeen. This all happened three days earlier and Dr. Paul wanted us to 
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meet him and he wanted to tell the boy’s granddad that he’d be willing to pay for Aeman to get an X-ray 
and be seen by a physician. 
 
We were all in disbelief at everything this family has been through, but Dr. Paul was insistent that we 
meet the boy and his granddad and brothers, and pray with them. So we met Aeman, spoke with him 
for just a few moments, then Fadhil asked if he could pray for him. Aeman was agreeable to let us pray 
for him and Fadhil explained that he’d be praying in the name of Jesus. He asked Aeman if he’d heard of 
Jesus and Aeman said he didn’t know who he was talking about. So Fadhil briefly described who Jesus is 
and why we pray in his name and then we prayed for Aeman to be healed and to come to trust Jesus. 
Afterwards, he let each of us hug him and then we left, deeply moved by what this family’s endured, but 
very hopeful that God is at work. In fact, as we were leaving, Dr. Paul asked Aeman if he could interview 
him for the book he’s writing about the boy’s family and Aeman was open to meeting with him. What a 
divine opportunity the Lord provided to meet this hurting family and to pray with this boy. 
 
We drove on to Duhok to meet with Casey Han, the owner and founder of Elpida Coffee. The coffee 
shop is thriving, even though Casey doesn’t allow hookah pipes or any other type of smoking on the 
premises. A few years ago, that approach would have been unthinkable for his survival in the coffee 
shop business in Iraq, but attitudes are changing and now is the perfect time to introduce such an idea. 
The coffee shop is also a discipling destination and several folks were there reading and studying the 
Word together. It’s another opportunity to use a popular medium (coffee) to share the gospel and 
nurture a deeper relationship with Christ. 
 
We said our goodbyes to Dr. Paul and Nazer, then we drove to a local restaurant (Vikings) for dinner. We 
had a very productive conversation with Fadhil and by the end of our meeting, he asked if we’d be 
willing provide annual training for him to develop some of the leaders in his church. He’d like VBC to 
send a team of leaders this fall to identify and train some of his leaders, then Willy’s church and perhaps 
the church of Glen & Kenneth could send teams over later. We’ll need to work out a lot of details but we 
were all very excited about Fadhil’s openness to this idea and his interest in getting started as soon as 
possible. Obviously, this will be something we’ll need to discuss and pray about as a church back home, 
but it’s exactly the kind of ministry we’ve been hoping for and wanting to do. 
 
Fadhil explained that he had to be very careful about allowing Muslim background believers or Yazidi 
believers to serve in positions of leadership in the church too quickly. The church sees itself as very 
inclusive, but it also sees itself as being founded as a Christian background fellowship and he doesn’t 
feel like promoting anyone who’s not from a Christian background as problematic. At first, we were all 
concerned about what he was saying, but then we realized that for us in the US, it would be like placing 
leaders who aren’t black in positions of authority/leadership in an all black church. Not that this couldn’t 
be done and has actually been done, but it could definitely be a very explosive and highly delicate 
matter. Culturally, this kind of situation could create a lot of problems for the church in Zakho, but 
developing future leaders in general was something Fadhil is definitely interested in pursuing. He 
believes that attitudes are starting to change and even within a couple of years, the atmosphere may be 
receptive to leaders of different backgrounds in the church in Iraq. 
 
We looked down at our watches and it realized it was nearly 11:00 pm and time to go! We still had 
nearly an hour’s drive ahead of us, too. We got back to the hotel and all of us wasted no time in going 
straight to bed! 
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How can you be praying? 
 

 For the girls being served by MedEast 

 For the boys helping Dr. Paul build the MedEast facilities 

 For Aeman as he recovers from his injuries and comes to know more about Jesus 

 For a team from VBC to travel to Iraq to provide church/leadership training 
 
Thanks for your faithfulness in prayer and your tireless support for the advancement of the gospel! 
 
With love and gratitude, 
 
Tim 
 

 
Mission Journal Day 6 
 
This will be my last full day in Iraq. I was asked to share a message from the Word this morning with the 
medical and dental teams about priorities. I was reminded of what Paul taught in 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 
about what is to be the matter of first importance in our lives - the gospel. Now it’s one thing for Paul to 
say or write about the gospel being this utmost priority, but Luke confirmed that this was also the way 
Paul lived in Acts 20:24, “However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the 
race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me: the task of testifying to the good news of God’s 
grace.” 
 
After breakfast, we headed back to the refugee camp for another day of dental and medical clinics and 
the crowds had surged to massively more people today. We literally had to fight our way through the 
mob to get to the clinic rooms. When we got behind closed doors, a security guard knocked on the door 
and showed me a list he’d made with the names of patients in the order they’d arrived, before we got 
there. He asked me to come with him and as he read out the names to the crowd, I could give them a 
ticket to secure their place in line. It sounded like a reasonable plan so the dentists sent me with him to 
go out and distribute the tickets. 
 
What a disaster that turned out to be. The crowd of people was so massive and uncooperative that 
people were identifying themselves by the wrong names and grabbing at me for multiple tickets. I gave 
out all that I had and then had to be escorted back to the dentist’s office by security. For the rest of the 
morning and into the afternoon, people were pleading with me to let them in - either without a ticket, 
or to expedite them so they could be seen by the dentist before someone with a lower number. It was a 
mob like I’d never seen, but overall, they were kind and patient with me. We up laughing a lot, and 
within two days, nearly two hundred Yazidi patients were seen! 
 
After lunch, Fadhil invited me to visit Dir Abuna, the village where he’d grown up. Fadhil told me at one 
time, his village was like a garden, with huge trees, and wild flowers, and animals roaming about. But 
because the village is a Chaldean Christian village in the Kurdish region of Iraq, during the reign of 
Saddam Hussein, the village was leveled, and nearly everything was destroyed. Many of Fadhil’s family 
members escaped and after Saddam’s reign of terror ended, they came back and rebuilt. Today, Fadhil 
has aunts and uncles, cousins, nephews and nieces who have all resettled in this village.  
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We visited a half dozen homes where his family members live, drank Turkish coffee, at fresh fruit and 
other snacks, and then spent time praying for them. Fadhil explained to me that many of his family 
members have called upon the name of Jesus for salvation and are attending the house church VBC 
helps rent in Zakho. It was so wonderful to visit and pray with these folks and to just sense their deep 
love and devotion to Christ.  
 
On our way to visit more people, we stopped by the church building (Fadhil and I call it ZBC - Zakho Bible 
Church).  They’ve been doing some renovations in the building (house) to accommodate the 
congregation and it looks amazing (see the photos at the end of this journal entry).  The people are so 
excited about the new work and lots of people have been offering to help.  The construction should be 
done in the next month or so. 
 
Next, we visited another village on the other side of town, inhabited by Syrian refugees (the Syrian 
border is just a few kilometers away). We were invited into the house of Hassad, a Syrian man and his 
family who have all become followers of Jesus since arriving in Zakho. They invited us into their home 
for more Turkish coffee and snacks, and then asked us to pray over their family. We had a sweet time of 
sharing and praying with this family. As we were leaving there were lots of hugs and kisses and adults 
and children begging us to stay longer. But we had more people to visit and so pulled ourselves away. 
 
Our next stop was Fadhil’s home. His wife had prepared a spectacular traditional meal for us, so I sat 
down with them, and their four sons, and a couple of other friends, Yousif, and Ayad, a local friend who 
converted from Islam. We had a wonderful time together, eating, and laughing, and sharing about the 
goodness of God and our excitement of the souls being saved in Iraq! 
 
After dinner, Yousif drove me back to the hotel, I packed my bags for the journey back home, and my 
driver picked me up around midnight for our three hour drive to Erbil. I napped most of the way (except 
for the military checkpoints), and we arrived at the airport by 3:30 a.m. in plenty of time for my 5:30 
a.m. flight to Istanbul. 
 
If there is one matter that became very clear to me during this journey, it’s our need as a church to 
partner with Fadhil in helping to build a solid, biblical foundation for the work here and providing 
training for future leaders. We’ve been generous financially to the work here, but now it’s time to be 
supportive by providing biblical teaching and leadership training. Fadhil invited us to return to Zakho as 
early as the fall of 2019 to teach some classes and help him identify people in the church who have the 
potential to be developed as leaders. Please join me in praying that the Lord will assemble a team of 
teachers, and also perhaps doctors, nurses, dentists, hygienists, and other health care providers who can 
not only care for the physical needs of the Yazidi, Syrians, and other displaced people, but share the 
glorious hope of the gospel with some of the most marginalized people on the planet. 
 
(Scroll below for pictures) 
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