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I love the season of Advent. It’s not something I knew about growing up, but I am 
so glad I found my way to it. Christmas can get lost in the blur of parties, shopping, 
cooking, etc. – all good things, but things that distract us from the immensity of the 
Gift we received when Jesus was born into our world. 

Many thanks to David Cook, who provided the art for the book cover, and a 
heartfelt thank you to each of you who contributed writings.  I am so very grateful 
to the children and teachers at Christian Beginnings for providing their beautiful 
artwork, to my husband for help with formatting and printing, and to Reverend 
Beth Shugart for her invaluable help and encouragement. 

Our hope is that this little booklet will be a blessing to you and your family during 
your Advent journey to the Child in the manger.

      Jo Ellen McLees

November 27 - First Sunday of Advent - HOPE

THE ADVENTURE OF ADVENT

Webster’s says adventure is an exciting or extraordinary event 
or series of events; an undertaking involving uncertainty and risk; 
to risk saying something that other people may disagree with 
or fi nd offensive; to dare to go somewhere new or engage in 
something dangerous.   Notwithstanding which term is a noun, 
verb, intransitive or transitive verb, or even an adverb, we all 
acknowledge adventure can be a scary, but eventually, a fulfi lling 
experience. 

Henri Nouwen says, “Waiting is essential to the spiritual life…
waiting as a disciple of Jesus is not an empty waiting….waiting 
with a promise in our hearts that makes already present what 
we are waiting for.  We are always waiting, but it is a waiting in 
the conviction that we have already seen God’s footsteps.  …As 
we wait we remember him for whom we are waiting, and as we 
remember him we create a community ready to welcome him 
when he comes.”

So – where’s the adventure?  It is in creating that community.  
Amidst all the Thanksgiving preparations and all that entails, 
preparations for social and worldly aspects of Christmas, there 
is that adventure of reaching people through our love for Jesus, 
that unknown that is at the same time creation.  It is an exciting 
adventure, this Advent season.  Only scary when we consider all 
the untouched people with whom we come in contact during 
our preparation.  I’m always thinking - after an encounter in which 
I did not reach out – what could I have done to extend that 
invitation to join our community?  

How do we wait for God?  We wait with patience, but not 
passivity.  Not like waiting for the rain to stop, the bus to come or 
the sun to rise.  “Patience comes from the Latin verb, patior, which 
means to suffer.  Waiting patiently = paying attention to what is 
happening right before our eyes and seeing there the fi rst rays of 
Gods glorious coming”.  If that’s not an adventure, I don’t know 
what is!

     Ellouise E. Pennington

The class of Ms. Emily and Ms. Linda - Adi, Alex, Britton, Cillian, Emilia, Hailey, Henry, Ivy, Lucy, Maggie, Nithin, Stella, Viki



November 28

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. In him our hearts rejoice, for 
we trust in his holy name. May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put 
our hope in you. Psalm 33:20-22

Hope is the fi rst candle of the advent season. What comes to your 
mind when you think about hope?

I hope my football team wins. I hope the dessert that I made turns 
out well. I hope that I pass that test.

The defi nition of hope per Webster is to cherish a desire with 
anticipation. When you have hope, the possibilities are endless 
especially when you put your trust in God. He knows the desires of 
our heart and he only wants what is best for us. He is our help and 
our shield at all times.

I love the season of advent. I often visualize what it would be 
like at the time of Jesus’ birth. It is cold outside. The nights seem 
extra dark and I imagine a star that beckons me. I walk down 
that imaginary road hoping and waiting for our Savior, the King of 
Kings, Jesus Christ to arrive.

So, I encourage you to spend your time during advent hoping and 
waiting for the Lord as it says in Psalm 33:20. “We wait in hope for 
the Lord; he is our help and our shield.” May the Lord bless you 
during this most special time of the Christian year.

     Jan Jones

November 29

May the God of hope fi ll you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 
overfl ow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  - Romans 15:13

Our God is a God of hope!  These words from the Apostle Paul to 
early Christians who lived in dark times are a reminder to us today 
as well.  Imagine!  Even in a troubling world, we can literally be 
FILLED with joy and peace – everyday – by putting our trust in Him!

As we prepare our hearts and minds in this Advent season, let our 
prayer be to open ourselves completely to the power of the Holy 
Spirit; so that we too can be so fi lled with God’s love that our hope 
overfl ows, and spills out, and splashes on everyone around us.

Thought for the day: Our God is a God of hope!

     Jim Woods



Jesus' 2022 Advent To-Do-List for You:

• Love me
• Sing to me
• Dance with me
• Worship me
• Talk to me
• Giggle for me
• Breathe in me
• Share me
• Love me more than anything in your life
• Don't blow out the candle ... I am the only light of your world

     Lois Young

Let every detail in your lives - words, actions, whatever - be done in the name of the 
Master, Jesus, thanking God the Father every step of the way. Colossians 3:17 MSG

November 30

Mary's 2022 Advent To-Do-List:

• Pray for Christmas instead of planning Christmas
• Stop trying to be the ultimate god of Christmas amazement
• Prepare spiritual food for the soul rather than junk food for the 

waistline
• One party needed to dance and praise the birth of our Savior
• Only gift wrapping necessary is the Holy Spirit
• Remove Advent candles from the freezer - give to Martha
• Make a note where Mary hid baby Jesus this year
• Not: "bells on cocktail rings". REMEMBER: "bells on bobtail rings." 

REMEMBER
• The Messiah is the only sweet gift I need to share with others
• Praise for the freedom to celebrate the birth of Jesus with my 

family and friends

Martha's 2022 Advent To-Do-List:

• Start Christmas letter. Buy Christmas stamps. Update wax 
stamp.

• Family picture - this year jeans and red shirt or vice versa. Order 
200 cards

• Buy frivolous gifts, wrap them, put in car trunk, so I don't arrive 
empty handed like last year. Embarrassing. Mary's fault, AGAIN

• Purchase food in the prettiest container which no one ever 
eats at the potluck

• Go to the dollar store to stock up on wine gift bags - take off 
price tags

• Shop for an outfi t for neighborhood party that I must only be 
seen in once

• Practice my gift-wrapping skills to impress those that only buy 
bags

• Outspend the other grandparents - ask SIL what they are giving   
the grandkids

• Buy another artifi cial tree - 15 trees will be the perfect amount 
this year

• Decorate cookies: see saved Southern Living article - buy 
festive vellum paper

• Pay the credit cards on time this year. YIKES! Hide statement 
from Mary



December 1

11 While Zechariah was in the sanctuary, an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing 
to the right of the incense altar.  12 Zechariah was shaken and overwhelmed with fear 
when he saw him. 13 But the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your 
prayer.  Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John.  
14 You will have great joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be 
great in the eyes of the Lord.  He must never touch wine or other alcoholic drinks.  He 
will be fi lled with the Holy Spirit, even before his birth.  16 And he will turn many Israelites 
to the Lord their God.  17 He will be a man with the spirit and power of Elijah.  He will 
prepare the people for the coming of the Lord.”  18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How can 
I be sure this will happen?  I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” 
19 Then the angel said, “I am Gabriel!  I stand in the very presence of God.  It was He who 
sent me to bring you this good news!  20 But now, since you didn’t believe what I said, you 
will be silent and unable to speak until the child is born.  For my words will certainly be 
fulfi lled at the proper time.” Luke 1:11-20 NLT

Take a look!  This is John, my son!   I never thought this day would 
come.  Elizabeth and I had spent years praying for a child, 
eventually giving up. Then came the visit by an angel and God’s 
promise.  I still can’t believe I questioned an angel. But how could 
I believe? We were too old.  It just seemed like God forgot us. So I 
doubted the promise and couldn’t talk.

Nine months seems like forever when you can’t talk.  Often I was 
angry at myself for questioning God, sometimes angry at God.  I 
was frustrated with trying to express myself, trying to understand 
why God would choose this plan.  Sometimes I was scared.  
Elizabeth was an old woman to bear a child, what if something 
went wrong and I lost her and the baby.

But look at this baby; isn’t he just perfect? Now, with so obvious 
a blessing in my arms and Elizabeth resting quietly, the questions 
no longer matter.  God blessed an old couple who doubted 
the good news. Call the neighbors; let’s celebrate.  God did not 
remove his blessing because of my doubts.  He was patient with 
me; keeping his promise.  Come meet my son, John. 

     Jenny Masterson                   

December 2

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.  28 The angel went to her and said, 
“Greetings, you who are highly favored!  The Lord is with you.”  29 Mary was greatly 
troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 
called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
Luke 1:26-33 NIV

Advent is a time to prepare, to anticipate. 
 
I can’t help but associate it with the birth of my children.  There 
was such excitement when we found out I was pregnant. It was 
a time of joy as we anticipated the birth of our fi rst child.  But 
more than that, we prepared, we got ready to welcome that little 
bundle of joy into our lives.  We set up a nursery and bought a car 
seat and clothes to help us once our child was born.  All that time 
not really knowing exactly  what to expect.  All we knew is that we 
were to love that baby unconditionally.

Jesus Christ was born into an ordinary family who also prepared 
for His birth as best they  could.  Yet He was not an ordinary child.  
Mary knew that God had expectations of this child although she 
didn’t quite understand.  Both Mary and Joseph knew that they 
were to love this child unconditionally and raise Him in the faith.  
God would do the rest. 

God has planted deep within our hearts love, joy, and hope—
almost like a homing device. Through the gift of the Christ child 
our hearts are unlocked to worship Him only.  Jesus came to show 
us what it means to live as a child of God. As you anticipate the 
birthday of the Christ child, let the excitement enfold you, and let 
the wonder of love and faith abound in you this Advent season.  
Expect to know Christ even more than you do now by taking time 
to prepare your heart  to receive your Savior.

     Sue French



December 3

2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of deep darkness
    a light has dawned.

6 For to us a child is born,
    to us a son is given,

    and the government will be on his shoulders.
And he will be called

    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 Of the greatness of his government and peace
    there will be no end.

He will reign on David’s throne
    and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it
    with justice and righteousness
    from that time on and forever.

The zeal of the Lord Almighty
    will accomplish this.
Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 (NIV)

Anytime someone mentions Christmas, the fi rst thing I think of is 
music. Specifi cally, Handel’s Messiah. When I was growing up, my 
parents would put our album on the record player throughout the 
Christmas season. Our church choir would also sing selections of 
the oratorio. Then, when our children were young, I continued that 
tradition and would often play my CD of Messiah as we decorated 
and wrapped gifts.

The message is powerful in words… “For unto us a child is born…
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” But set to music, it touches me even more deeply. As I 
listen, tears often stream down my face.

For unto us (unto you, unto me) a child is born. Out of love. The 
most generous Gift of God’s self. It’s enough to make the angels 
sing—and to me, that sounds like Handel’s glorious Messiah!

This Christmas, I hope you’ll join me in preparing and celebrating 
by listening and even singing along with the Christmas story told by 
a master composer through Scripture. 

God, thank you for so richly blessing us with the gift of your Son. 
Thank you also for how you touch our lives through music.

     Missy Tippens



December 4 - Second Sunday of Advent - PEACE

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” Luke 2:13-14 NRSV Updated Edition

A few years ago I stumbled upon one of the most wonderful 
Christmas children’s books.  The Message of the Birds by Kate 
Westerlund.  It begins with the owl telling the story of Christ’s birth 
to all the different birds of the world. He told them of the message 
in the coos and gurgles of the baby, a message of blessing and 
good will.  The birds didn’t understand why they didn’t sing the 
message any more.  One suggested the people didn’t listen.  
Another said the people thought the message was for others, not 
them.  And yet another theorized the people’s ears had been 
closed so long they didn’t remember how to listen.  The robin sat 
quietly, listening to all that was said.  Then she said, “We must tell 
the children.” It was agreed all the birds should spread the word 
to the children, who would listen, understand, and pass on the 
message.  And what was this important message?  “Let there be 
peace on earth.”

During the Civil War Henry Wadsworth Longfellow penned a poem, 
“Christmas Bells”.  Part of the poem was used as the lyrics to a 
favorite Christmas carol, “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”.  His 
son Charley had been gravely wounded in December 1863 and 
was brought home to recover by his father.  As Longfellow listened 
to the bells of Cambridge, MA ring on Christmas day, he struggled 
to believe there would ever be ‘peace on earth, good will toward 
men’.  Yet he believed in the message God had for all people:

We live in a time of political division and upheaval, violence in 
our streets, wars around the world.  Sometimes it’s hard to believe 
there could ever be peace on earth.  Yet this is precisely why 
God sent Jesus into this world.  He came to teach us how to live 
with each other in peace.  The lesson is there.  Now it is up to us 
to implement this lesson, this message with the tools given to us by 
Jesus.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world gives.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. John 14:27 NRSV 
Updated Edition

     Vicki McLemore

I heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet the words repeat
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

I thought as now this day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rung so long the unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good will to men!

And in despair I bowed my head;
“There is no peace on earth,” I said;
“For hate is strong, and mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good will to men!”

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
For wrong shall fail, and Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good will to men!”



December 5

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with 
child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling 
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfi ll what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 
25 but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. Matthew 1:18-25

Imagine being in Joseph’s shoes: a young carpenter excited to 
get married, start a family, and live a full, Godly life. Then his world 
is fl ipped upside down when he learns of the news of Mary and 
her child. However, Joseph trusted in the Lord and listened to His 
instructions. 

We all will encounter trials―failures at our work or in our 
relationships, sickness, faltering faith―but we must trust that 
God has a plan for us. Many of us will not receive such clear 
encouragement as a visit from an angel, but be on the lookout 
for signs from the Holy Spirit. Maybe it will be a quiet moment of 
refl ection in nature or church. Maybe it will be a hymn or piece of 
scripture which tugs at your heart. Maybe it will be an encounter 
with someone in the faith or on the street that helps you to see a 
new perspective. 

During this advent season, pray to have wisdom and faith like 
Joseph, so that you may better see and hear the signs from 
God, know how to act on them, and be brought Peace during 
challenging times.

     Raleigh Davis 

December 6

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “Plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 NIV

As a Realtor, I never knew what my income would be. You could 
sell many homes and wait 3 to 8 months for them to close. I was 
used to that but the last few months of 2004 were scary. My son 
was getting married the following May. My family was fl ying in for 
the wedding & many were staying with me. My closings were not 
happening. My bank account was dwindling & I worried if I would 
be able to make my house payments.
 
It was November, just before the holidays.  Someone saw my 
sadness and  told me “if your problems seem too big for you to 
handle alone, give them to God”. And so I did. I promised God 
that I WOULD TRUST HIM NO MATTER WHAT! I would enjoy the 
holidays and not worry at all about bills. But, when New Year’s 
came and still no closings, panic settled in.
 
“God”, I began. “ I promised I would trust you and not worry. Well, 
it’s getting kinda close now. I only have two payments left in the 
bank. I sure would appreciate it if you could help me a little bit 
faster!” 

And, he did!

The fi rst month of 2005, several homes miraculously, unexpectedly 
closed!  I could make my house payments for many months! I was
so grateful!
 
I learned from this experience that even when something seems 
impossible for us to accomplish on our own, if we trust God, REALLY  
trust Him,
 
He will help and care for us.  I still PRACTICE this to this day!

     Barbara Karnitz
 



December 7

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
John 1:1

There are no proofs that God exists. Even so, I often hear someone 
say, “How can you look at that sunset (or rainbow) (or baby’s 
smile) and not believe in God?” But rather than using images, John 
makes the claim that God exists in another way entirely.

John uses “word” in the sense of a serious promise. When a father 
tells a child, “I give you my word,” the father is using “word” in the 
John way. The father is pledging his essence. To live within his role 
as a proper parent, a father must be truthful with his children.

Similarly, John is stating that God’s promise (or testimony) existed 
from the beginning. Not only was this promise with God, it was 
the essence of God. And of course, John became more explicit 
in verse 14 when he stated that “the Word was made fl esh, and 
dwelt among us.” If it wasn’t clear that John was speaking of Jesus 
from verse 1, he makes it clear then. But by jumping all the way to 
verse 14, I have skipped past verse 12 where John offers the text 
that we celebrate most this season. 

“To those (believers), the Word gave the power to become children of God.”

How this all works, we do not know. But we do know that each 
of us can become his child because God sent his Word to live 
among us.

Go out with Joy!

     Bill McLees

December 8

And the Word became fl esh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  John 1:14

LUNCH WITH GOD

A little boy came to a park where he found an old woman 
sitting on a park bench. He sat down on the bench with her; and 
they watched the pigeons together.  The boy got hungry, so he 
opened his Twinkies.  Noticing that the woman was watching him, 
he gave her a Twinkie. She smiled the warmest smile he had ever 
seen.  Wanting to see her smile again, he gave her a root beer.  
She gave another beautiful smile.

After a while the boy got up to leave and gave the old woman a 
big hug.  She gave the grandest smile of all.  When he got home, 
his mother asked what he had been doing.  He replied, “I had 
lunch in the park with God.  You know, He has the most beautiful 
smile I’ve ever seen.”

When the old woman got home, her son noticed a change in 
her countenance.  “What have you been doing, Mother?”  he 
asked.  She replied, “I just had lunch with God. You know, He’s a 
lot younger than I thought.”

Remember, someone who has never met God may meet Him fi rst 
in you! 

   From Words of Life by J. Robert White

   contributed by Diane Womble



December 9

The virgin will conceive a child.  She will give birth to a son, and they will call him 
Immanuel, (God with us). Matthew 1:23

Jesus is our Immanuel – God with us!  What a wonderful blessing of 
love and assurance we celebrate during Advent! Knowing we are 
never alone is an assurance we all need as we journey through 
life.  Our world is often chaotic and we go through uncertain times 
but fear is something we can overcome because God is with us.

With our hearts and minds fully open to God, we fi nd He is always 
right here with us.  It is a comfort to be able to lean on God during 
our weakest and most diffi cult moments in life.  He guides us and 
gives us strength, peace or whatever we need to move forward.  
As we embrace God’s loving presence, we are given a new 
perspective on life.  We see God in the details of our daily lives! 
Hallelujah!

     Cindy Bennett



December 10

Joseph:

I’m just a simple carpenter—a good one, if I say so myself,

but still... a basic, simple man:
promises kept, friendships honed—

a fair price for honest labor—honor—HONOR.

That’s who I am... and that’s what made it all so hard. I thought 
Mary shared these qualities.

But when she came to me with the news of the... of the baby...

my world collapsed.

Everything I believed about her—everything I dreamed about US 
crumbled...

sawdust under my feet.

Through a fog of heartbreak, heard her tell of the Annunciation 
Angel.

An angel speaking to a simple girl from Nazareth?
I walked away with her voice trailing after me...

“Joseph, please...”

I thought I’d never eat or sleep again—perhaps I didn’t sleep.

Are visions the same as dreams?
When an angel appears to a simple carpenter

and says the future care of the Son of God is in his hands...

In HIS hands...
How does he answer with honor?

_________________________________________

I stood there speechless...
It was over...

the moment I had been dreading for months and miles...

It was over and I had been suffi cient.
Nothing had prepared me to help deliver the child,

Nothing could have!
but it was complete

and He was here.

I, Joseph of Nazareth, was suffi cient unto the task given me.

The Lord’s name be praised...
I looked at these hands—

Hands shaped and bent by the rough wood and sharp nails of my 
trade.

Hands calloused and bruised in honest labor.

Hands chosen to cradle the tiny, delicate incarnation of God 
Himself.

I placed Him gently on Mary’s breast
and marveled at the miracle before me.

In the space of a few moments

I had been transformed from carpenter and husband

to... FATHER...
and not just any father.
Father to the Holy One.

Jesus—Messiah—the Word made fl esh

Emmanuel
OUR SON!

My son!
__________________________________________________

written by Carolyn S. McDowell

contributed by Phil Guy



December 11 - Third Sunday of Advent - JOY

Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even though you do not see Him now, 
you believe in Him and are fi lled with an inexpressible and glorious joy.  1 Peter 1:8

We often use the terms ‘happiness’ and ‘joy’ interchangeably, but 
are they really the same thing? Happiness and joy are seemingly 
similar, but actually quite different.—the key point being that God 
promises joy but He never promised us happiness.
Being happy is an emotion, just like sadness or jealousy or fear.  
You might be happy about something, but you are not going to 
be continually happy forever.  Happiness is great, but we can get 
happiness from a lot of things, even earthly things.  
Joy, on the other hand, is a long-lasting state of being.  Joy is 
promised by God and something we should strive towards.  

In Hebrews 12:2, it states, “For the joy set before Him He endured 
the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.”

We can have joy in the eternal life that awaits us after death.  The 
constant knowledge of our salvation and God’s love for us will 
undoubtedly  give us joy, even if our present circumstances aren’t 
ideal or we aren’t presently ‘happy’.
There is so much joy ahead for us.  We know there will be joy in 
heaven, so we can have joy now in our expectant waiting.  God 
promises us joy when He promises salvation.
God gives us joy, even if we are not happy,  We do not have to 
smile all the time.  We are not promised sunshine and rainbows in 
this life, but we are promised salvation and eternal life, which is 
cause for great joy- even in the midst of pain and unhappiness.

“You make known to me the path of life, You will fi ll me with joy in 
Your presence, with eternal pleasures at Your right hand.”  Psalm 
16:11

Wishing you  a blessed Advent season, fi lled with JOY!

     Glen and Karen Smith

December 12  

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fi elds nearby, keeping watch over their fl ocks 
at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrifi ed. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David 
a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 
You will fi nd a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”  Luke 2:8-12 NIV

What? - No pomp, no circumstance, no grand accommodations 
for the Savior!?  No prior announcements or parades? No watch 
parties?  Nope! Who received the fi rst announcement of the birth 
of the Messiah -- Shepherds living out in the fi elds. The shame of it in 
the eyes of the educated religious leaders. God knew right where 
there would be the most awe, acceptance and JOY. Out in the 
fi elds, under the stars and to persons who were very attentive. They 
had to be on guard for anything out of the ordinary that might be 
a danger to the herds in their care. They didn’t have any pretense, 
preconceived notions, expectations, or any reason to doubt what 
the Angel said to them. Yes, they were “terrifi ed” (which is human 
in the presence of an Angel), but they listened, heard the good 
news, and got excited. So much so they went to Bethlehem to 
meet this baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a food trough. We 
should be so attentive this Advent. Focus on the extraordinary gift 
given to us ordinary persons and prepare for JOY. 

      Ashley Johnson



December 13

A Christmas Prayer

Dear God, thank you for sending your Son, Jesus, so I could get 
to know you.  Thank you for loving me.  Thank you for being with 
me all my life even when I didn’t know it.  I realize I need a savior 
to set me free from sin, from myself, and from all the habits, hurts, 
and hang-ups that mess up my life.  I ask you to forgive me for my 
sins.  I want to repent and live the way you created me to live.  Be 
the Lord of my life, and save me by your grace.  Save me from my 
sins, and save me for your purpose.  I want to learn to love you, 
trust you, and become what you made me to be.  Thank you for 
creating me and choosing me to be part of your family.  Right 
now, by faith, I accept the Christmas gift of your Son.  Fill me with 
your peace and assurance so I can be a peacemaker, and help 
me share this message of peace with others.  In your name I pray, 
amen.

  From The Purpose of Christmas  by Rick Warren

  Submitted by Sara Brewer

December 14

. . . the Lord my God will be with me wherever I go . . . Joshua 1:9

You should always have hope and share it with others, especially 
when things seem uncontrolled and terrible.  God is with you and it 
always gets better with God.  Always.

Love your friends, neighbors and even your enemies.  Don’t do 
anything to them that is hurtful, even if they have wronged you in 
the past.

And have joy when things go right, thanking God.  Have joy when 
something is gifted to you.  Be joyful when you see someone you 
have not seen in a while.  Be joyful that you have things and don’t 
ask for more and more.  These are all gifts from God.

Control your anger and don’t get extremely angry.  Have peace 
and calm yourself.  Don’t yell and lose your temper.  Have peace.  
If you are having trouble, ask God for help.  Remember, He is with 
you always.

God sent his Son Jesus to be with us.  And He never leaves our 
side.  Call on Him whenever you need help and He will always be 
there for you.

My Prayer to God:

Dear God, Help me have peace in hard times so that I can be 
nice to others, even when I am angry.  Help me to always love 
others as myself, as you commanded, and help me not to take 
too much pride in what I do.  Help me have hope when all seems 
lost and when things are out of control or out of hand.  Help me be 
joyful and grateful for what I have and help me not to take your 
gifts to me for granted.  Help me to have joy in the good times and 
the bad times, because You are with me all the time.  Help me to 
see you and take joy in it in every moment.
In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.  

     Charlie Greene



December 15

10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11 On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Matthew 2:10-11 NRSV Updated Edition
 

Remember what Christmas was like when you were a child?  The 
anticipation, the expectation, the sheer joy of things to come.  You 
have waited a whole year for this day to arrive and, now, here it is!  
And you were not disappointed!  There, beneath the tree, were all 
the things you asked for and more!

For hundreds of years prophets had been telling the children of 
Israel that God would send a Messiah, One who would save them 
and lead them from the darkness.  

But the Jews were not the only ones looking for the Messiah.  
Astrologers and wise men from other countries had been following 
the signs in the stars which told them a new king of the Jews 
would be born.  They followed those signs and found where 
Jesus was living with his family in the small, inconspicuous town of 
Bethlehem.  They realized, before most others, the greatness of this 
child.  They knew He had been chosen to save the world.  And, as 
the scripture says, they were overjoyed to fi nd him and give Him 
homage.

Isaac Watts penned the words to one of the most loved Christmas 
hymns, “Joy to the World.”  His lyrics are the epitome of the joy felt 
by us all at the birth of Christ. 
 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let Earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ; While fi elds 
and fl oods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings fl ow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

May you experience the joy of Advent as we await the arrival of 
our Savior.

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music. 
Psalm 98:4 NIV

     Vicki McLemore



December 16

THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER
by Pope John XXIII

O sweet Child of Bethlehem,
grant that we may share with all our

hearts in this profound
mystery of Christmas.

Put into the hearts of men and women
this peace for which they

sometimes seek so desperately
and which you alone can give to them.

Help them to know one another better,
and to live as brothers and sisters,

children of the same Father.

Reveal to them also your beauty,
holiness and purity.

Awaken in their hearts love
and gratitude for

your infi nite goodness.

Join them all
together in your love.

And give us your heavenly peace.

Amen.

December 17

But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. Luke 2:19

The dictionary defi nes ponder as to think or consider especially 
quietly, soberly, and deeply. All new parents ponder.  You imagine 
your child’s future.  You have hopes and dreams for your child.  
Mary’s unique situation gave her extra reason to ponder.  An 
angel announced that she was pregnant and that God was the 
father of her child. Elizabeth, Mary’s cousin, knew her news as soon 
as she walked in the door.  Elizabeth’s invitro child leapt when 
Mary entered.  All of that is plenty to ponder.  Then when the birth 
happens a choir of angels sing and shepherds show up!  More to 
ponder!  This child’s birth has received unusual attention!

I can imagine her being of two minds:  this is my child and this is 
God’s child.  What did Jesus do differently because he was the 
son of God?  How do you parent the son of God?  Imagine having 
the physical Jesus in your house.  Imagine raising him!

But also ponder that this birth is a reminder to everyone that you 
have earthly parents and a heavenly parent.  You are God’s child.

Hymn 139 - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty - is one of my favorite 
hymns.  I particularly like stanza 3 when it says “ponder anew what 
the Almighty can do.”  We don’t sing that word often, but the 
phrase is a great reminder for us.  Mary certainly pondered what 
God was doing and would do.  We should too!

Loving God, let us ponder all the amazing things that you can do, 
that you have done and let us celebrate the gifts and love you 
give us.  Amen.

     Beth Shugart



December 18 - Fourth Sunday of Advent - LOVE

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.” John 3:16 NRSV Updated Edition

The author O’Henry wrote one of the most beloved and enduring 
Christmas stories known.  “The Gift of the Magi” tells the story of Jim 
and Della who share a lot of love but not a lot of money.  Della 
sold her hair to a hairdresser in order to buy Jim a platinum watch 
chain for his pocket watch.  Jim pawned his pocket watch in so 
he could buy Della some ornamental combs for her beautiful 
hair.  Jim and Della, wanting to give the other a loving, thoughtful 
gift for Christmas, sacrifi ced the one thing they each had to get 
money for the gift.  

Christina Rosetti wrote an untitled poem fi rst published in 1885.  It 
has since become the lyrics for several different versions of the 
Christmas hymn, “Love Came Down at Christmas,”  found on page 
242 of the UMH.  Please read and meditate on the words of this 
lovely song:

Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and Angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead,
Love Incarnate, Love Divine,

Worship we our Jesus,
But wherewith for sacred sign?
Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.

God could have done many things to save His people from 
eternal death.  But God chose to send His only Son to make the 
ultimate sacrifi ce for God’s people.  Jesus died for each of us to 
save us from all of our sins and give us eternal life.  As the spiritual 
says, “What wondrous love is this, o my soul, that caused the Lord 
of Bliss to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?”

     Vicki McLemore

December 19

Thomas said to him, “Lord we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” John 14: 5-6

The scripture goes on to quote Jesus telling his disciples to go 
forth and do the things he has been doing – the things they have 
seen – and that he will be with them in spirit.  As I see and hear this 
amazing direction from Jesus, it is consistently the answer for me 
and for everyone everywhere in the world when we ask “What am 
I supposed to do – now?”

Just look at the many things Jesus exemplifi ed throughout his 
life, death and resurrection -- love, caring, kindness, forgiveness, 
sacrifi ce and devotion to God.  The answers are always there -- 
even though we sometimes struggle to fi nd them – in our own lives 
or making sense of diffi cult issues around the world.

As we look forward to celebrating the birth of Jesus, let us remind 
ourselves why he came to us – to show us the way, the truth and 
the life.  And, ultimately, to save us from our sins – so that we may 
be forgiven as we forgive others – and be granted eternal life.  He 
lived the perfect, human life and showed us the path to follow.  
Advent is a wonderful time to celebrate his arrival and to strive to 
follow in his path.

     Dennis Patterson



December 20

When I look to your heavens, the work of your fi ngers, the moon, and stars that you have 
set in place - what are human beings that you are mindful of them? Psalm 8:3-4

A walk in the woods after a fresh snow is special. For me, it’s 
uplifting and healing. As I walk, looking around, there are tracks, 
the moon casts shadows on the snow, and stars twinkle above.  
The air is crisp and quiet, it all sharpens my senses as I breathe 
deeply, look around, and marvel at the wonderful work our God 
has done.

Thought for the day:  

May we each take time to thank God for giving us today.

     Kathy Skidmore

December 21
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During this part of the Christian year, we focus on gifts. Rightly or 
wrongly, we decide on a gift for a person we care about. We 
seldom ask the other person what they would like for a gift – we 
want to fi nd the perfect thing and surprise the recipient. 
 
The Magi did not know what to bring the baby. They brought what 
was valuable at the time – gold, frankincense, and myrrh. They 
gave out of the abundance of the heart.

As we ponder this holy season – let us as well give out of the 
abundance of the heart. Sometimes it is just time we need to 
give. Time to sit and listen or go on an adventure or time just to be 
present with another person.

When we are searching for the perfect gift – do not forget the 
most important gift – a willingness to be humble – like the Magi – 
and give from the heart.

Prayer: Lord as we go through this most holy season, remind us that 
it is not the cost of the gift but the willingness of the spirit to give 
from the heart.

     Ramona Ricks

December 22

Coming of the magi
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, 
magi came from the east to Jerusalem. 2 They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the 
Jews? We’ve seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.”
3 When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled 
with him. 4 He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts and asked them where 
the Christ was to be born. 5 They said, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the 
prophet wrote:
6 You, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
        by no means are you least among the rulers of Judah,
            because from you will come one who governs,
            who will shepherd my people Israel.”
7 Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time when the star 
had fi rst appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search carefully for the 
child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and honor him.” 9 When 
they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the east went ahead 
of them until it stood over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they 
were fi lled with joy. 11 They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. 
Falling to their knees, they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and 
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 Because they were warned 
in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back to their own country by another route. 
Matthew 2:1-12 CEB



December 23

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord! Psalm 150:6

Imagine that stable –
Warm and steamy with the breath of ox, cow and donkey,
lambs and shepherds,
Mama Mary and Daddy Joseph,
maybe a midwife or other women helpers,
and possibly other well-wishers there to pat Joseph on the back.

All these created beings
not fully knowing,
not really grasping,
not completely accepting this gift of astounding love and grace;
but welcoming and praising God for the birth of this little boy.

Let our every breath praise Him too, even knowing that 
we can’t fully comprehend the depth of love 
that brought this gift to us – the gift of God Incarnate.

     Jo Ellen McLees

December 24

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
Matthew 2:1-2

“And in the same region there were shepherds out in the fi eld, keeping watch over their 
fl ocks by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were fi lled with great fear.” Luke 2:8-9

In today’s scripture, we fi nd two people groups learning about the 
birth of the Messiah: the shepherds and the magi. The shepherds 
are likely uneducated commoners working the thankless night 
shift. The magi are holy men of both status and means who come 
from afar to witness a newborn king. To one, the Messiah comes 
in a blaze of glory accompanied by a full concert. To the other, 
He was meticulously watched for by starlight. He came to them 
where they were. To the shepherds, battered and weary, He 
came to fi elds in a way that could not be ignored. To the magi, 
who had the means to search for Him, He made Himself known in 
a more subtle way, so that their faithfulness was rewarded. He will 
meet you where you are, too. The Messiah came for shepherds 
and magi; He comes for you and me. The Messiah is the savior of 
the world, and He has come for you this advent season. Whether 
it feels like advent is a silent night or a chorus of hallelujahs, the 
Messiah has come!

     Hayden Brackett



December 25 - Christmas Day

Thanks be to 
God for His 

indescribable gift!
2 Corinthians 9:15

The class of Ms. Cheryl and Ms. Jenn


