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Rev. David Burchett
“Second Time Around”
Scripture: Acts 7:1-60 (selected verses in bold)
(English Standard Version Bible)

! And the high priest said, “Are these things so?” 2 And Stephen said:

“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, * and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your kindred and go
into the land that I will show you. % Then he went out from the land of the Chaldeans and lived in Haran. And after his
father died, God removed him from there into this land in which you are now living. ® Yet he gave him no inheritance
in it, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him as a possession and to his offspring after him, though he
had no child. ® And God spoke to this effect—that his offspring would be sojourners in a land belonging to others, who
would enslave them and afflict them four hundred years. 7 ‘But | will judge the nation that they serve, said God, ‘and
after that they shall come out and worship me in this place’ ® And he gave him the covenant of circumcision. And so
Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day, and Isaac became the father of lacob,
and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.

® “And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him *® and rescued him out of all his
afflictions and gave him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who made him ruler over Egypt and over
all his household. ** Now there came a famine throughout all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our fathers
could find no food. 2 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent out our fathers on their first visit. 13
And on the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh.
14 And Joseph sent and summoned Jacob his father and all his kindred, seventy-five persons in all. ** And Jacob went
down into Egypt, and he died, he and our fathers, 16 and they were carried back to Shechem and laid in the tomb that
Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of Hamor in Shechem.

17 “But as the time of the promise drew near, which God had granted to Abraham, the people increased and multiplied
in Egypt * until there arose over Egypt another king who did not know Joseph. *¥ He dealt shrewdly with our race and
forced our fathers to expose their infants, so that they would not be kept alive. 2° At this time Moses was born; and
he was beautiful in God’s sight. And he was brought up for three months in his father’s house, ?* and when he was
exposed, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted him and brought him up as her own son. 22 And Moses was instructed in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds.

B “When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brothers, the children of Israel. 2* And seeing one of
them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. % He supposed
that his brothers would understand that God was giving them salvation by his hand, but they did not understand. %
And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you
are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?’ # But the man who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying,
‘Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 2 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?’ 2° At this
retort Moses fled and became an exile in the land of Midian, where he became the father of two sons.

3 “Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount Sinai, in a flame of fire in
a bush. 3 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at the sight, and as he drew near to look, there came the voice of the
Lord: 32 ‘1 am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob.” And Moses trembled and did not
dare to look. 3 Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing
is holy ground. 3% | have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their groaning, and |
have come down to deliver them. And now come, | will send you to Egypt’
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3 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’ —this man God sent as both ruler and
redeemer by the hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 3¢ This man led them out, performing wonders
and signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. ¥’ This is the Moses who said to the Israelites,
‘God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.” 38 This is the one who was in the congregation in the
wilderness with the angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our fathers. He received living oracles to give to
us. ¥ Our fathers refused to obey him, but thrust him aside, and in their hearts they turned to Egypt, *° saying to Aaron,
‘Make for us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who led us out from the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him. ** And they made a calf in those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol and were rejoicing in the
works of their hands. > But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written in the
book of the prophets:

“‘Did you bring to me slain beasts and sacrifices, during the forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? * You
took up the tent of Moloch and the star of your god Rephan, the images that you made to worship; and | will send
you into exile beyond Babylon.

4 “Qur fathers had the tent of witness in the wilderness, just as he who spoke to Moses directed him to make it,
according to the pattern that he had seen. % Our fathers in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the
nations that God drove out before our fathers. So it was until the days of David, ** who found favor in the sight of God
and asked to find a dwelling place for the God of Jacob. 47 But it was Solomon who built a house for him. 8 Yet the Most
High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says,

49 “'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord, or
what is the place of my rest? *® Did not my hand make all these things?’

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your
fathers did, so do you. 5 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered,

| > you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

* Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. 5 But he,
full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God. *¢ And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of
God.” 57 But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. * Then
they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul. *° And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”
8 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON NOTE

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Acts 8:4-25
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Welcom Duluth First United Methodist Church!

We are glad that you came to worship with us today. The mission of Duluth First United Methodist Church is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ. If you are looking for more information about Duluth First United Methodist

Duluth First i inistri i i isi
T Church and its ministries, Bible studies, and other programs and events, please be sure to visit

our church’s website at www.duluthumc.org.

To join Duluth First United Methodist Church, please come forward as we sing the song that
follows the Invitation to Church Membership.

If you have any questions regarding membership or you are visiting and would like additional
information, please contact Rev. Dr. AnnaKate Rawles, Associate Pastor, by e-mail at arawles@
duluthumc.org, or call 770-476-3776, ext. 128.

Prayer Concerns

* Pat Brannon e Lorraine Day e Ann Fleming
e Shamain Hallett e Tim Heard e Luke Livingston
e Bette Pickin e Jan Rawls e Jeff Schulz
e Donald Southerland e Pam Tuggle

* The family of Marion Harley in his death.
e John Otwell & family in the death of his wife, Kaye.

STEPHEN MINISTRY
HELP — HOPE — HEALING

Stephen Ministers are here for you when life gets difficult.
For more information or to request the support
and care of a Stephen Minister,
contact Rev. Dr. C. Kay Fuino
by e-mail at ckfuino@duluthumc.org.

Youth Ministry Sunday Night Gatherings

Students in the 6% through 12t grades are invited to join us on Sunday nights for Sunday Night Gatherings from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center (“The Fish Tank”), located on the 1% floor of the
Sheldon Family Life Center. Sunday Night Gatherings include great dinners, fun
games, amazing worship, inspirational and relevant messages and life-changing

small groups. SUNDAY NIGHT

The Sunday Night Gathering schedule for July is:
¢ Sunday, July 19*": 2026 FIFA World Cup Final Watch Party at 3:00 p.m. in @A?D—J‘]EI—_@UN@
the Youth Center (“The Fish Tank”) - please note earlier beginning time; A

e Sunday, July 26%: Sunday Night Gathering at 5:30 p.m. in the THE FISH TANK
Youth Center (“The Fish Tank”).

Please visit the Youth Ministry’s website at https://dfumcstudents.org for more information. If you have any questions, please
contact Rev. Min Lee, Director of Youth Ministries, by e-mail at mlee@duluthumc.org, or call 770-476-3776, ext. 119.




Library Book Club to Di. “The Fore Vanishin ars”: Monday, July 2

The Library Book Club will meet on Monday, July 20*, at 10:00 a.m. in room F145, located on the 1% floor
of the Sheldon Family Life Center, to discuss The Forest of Vanishing Stars by Kristin Harmel.

The Forest of Vanishing Stars is a World War || historical fiction novel about a young woman, Yona, who oy o THE

was kidnapped as a child and raised in the forests of Eastern Europe, learning to survive off the land. After [EEECII= YR
her kidnapper dies, she encounters Jewish refugees fleeing the Nazis and uses her wilderness skills to ERZARRIAYSIIN(E
help them survive, while they teach her about love and community, all while she grapples with her past STARS
and identity. The story is inspired by true accounts of Jewish partisans and survival groups during the war.

KRISTIN
HARMEL

Senior Adult Coffee Hour: Wednesday, August 12t

Senior adults are invited to join us once a month this summer for a time of coffee, conversations,
and fellowship. Bring a game, something you want to discuss, or just show up to enjoy time
together!

We will meet on Wednesday, August 12, at 9:30 a.m. in the cul-da-sac area outside of the offices
on the 1* floor of the Sheldon Family Life Center. If you have any questions, please contact Rev.
AnnaKate Rawles, Associate Pastor, by e-mail at arawles@duluthumc.org. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Blood Drive at Duluth First UMC on Wednesday, Auqust 12t

The need for blood doesn’t take a summer break! Every 2 seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood. The American Red Cross
is declaring an emergency blood shortage as the blood supply fell nearly
25% in June. The shortage is especially serious for types O positive and B
negative blood and platelets. Donors are urgently needed to give now to
help ensure patients receive lifesaving medical care without delay.

An American Red Cross Blood Drive will be held at Duluth First UMC
on Wednesday, August 12', from 3 to 7 p.m. in the Dorothy L. Rainey
Fellowship Hall. To schedule an appointment:

¢ Visit www.redcrossblood.org and enter the sponsor code dufumc;

e Call 1-800-RED-CROSS (1-800-733-2767);

e Contact Tracy Brinker by e-mail at tbrinker@duluthumc.org,

or call 770-476-3776, ext. 112.
e Last, but not least, be a “walk-in” on Blood Drive Day.

Don’t wait - schedule your appointment today. Don’t be afraid to save someone’s life!

Library Book Club to Discuss “The Kitchen House”: Monday, August 17t

The Library Book Club will meet on Monday, August 17*, at 10:00 a.m. in room F145, located on the 1
floor of the Sheldon Family Life Center, to discuss The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom.

The Kitchen House is a historical fiction novel set on a Virginia plantation before the Civil War, following
orphaned Irish girl Lavinia who becomes an indentured servant and is raised by the plantation’s enslaved
people, particularly Belle, the master’s illegitimate daughter. The story explores themes of race, class,
family, and loyalty as Lavinia straddles the worlds of the kitchen and the big house, leading to tragic events
that expose the harsh realities of slavery and the bonds between the characters.

Share Your 250 Anniversary of Independence Day Celebration at Duluth First UMC Photos

If you joined us on Sunday, June 28", for our 250" Anniversary of Independence Day Celebration, a time filled with delicious
food, wonderful fellowship, and excellent music, and took photos of the event, we would like it if you could share a few of
your favorite photos with the church. Please e-mail your favorite photos (5 max) from the event to Ken Willi, Director of
Communications, by e-mail at kwilli@duluthumc.org. Thank you!




“Simpl mething” Classes Resume on Tu August 18t

Our Simply Something classes are simply moving on to new things this year. In August we will begin to study the book of Ruth.
Ruthi is one of only two books in the Bible named after a woman, a woman named in the lineage of Jesus Christ. This short but
important book has some interesting themes of honor, love, and commitment.
If you want to know more, then Simply Something is just the place to be. Join
Rev. Dr. C. Kay Fuino for Simply Something on the 1% and 3™ Tuesday mornings at
10:00 a.m., beginning on August 18", in room F147, located on the 1* floor of the
Sheldon Family Life Center.

Please bring your Bible and handouts will be provided. Come with your coffee,
tea or water, and your open mind to learn from each other. Childcare in Childcare
Corner will be available. For more information, please contact Rev. Dr. C. Kay
Fuino, Associate Pastor, by e-mail at ckfuino@duluthumc.org or call 770-476-
3776, ext. 117.

Disciple Fast Track Bible Study Begins August 1

Join us on Wednesday evenings, beginning August 19%, for 12 weeks of studying the Old Testament with Disciple Fast Track,
an overview of the books of the Bible in a shortened study. Have you wanted to learn more about the substance of the Bible
but could not commit to a long-term study with lots of reading during the week? Does thirty-four weeks of study seem like an
eternity? Your body just cannot sit through a 2 % hour class no matter how good it is? Then Disciple Fast Track is just what you
are looking for to learn about what it means to be a disciple by learning the biblical narratives of our faith.

This new format for Disciple Bible Study is perfect

for busy people. It uses much of the content of the
original Disciple Bible Study, a small group study
that has made a difference in thousands of lives
since 1987. The class time and study time have been

adjusted to fit our busy lives today. We are scheduling

the sessic?ns to.ﬁt a _ti_n_me when your you_th are also FA§7 imt—K
involved in their activities and childcare is available W
for younger children. BIBLE STUDY FOR BUusY LIVES

The cost is $20 per person for the study book. You will also need a study Bible. The class will meet from 6 to 7 p.m. (classroom

to be determined). A minimum number of people must be registered in order for the class to occur. Please sign up by
Monday, August 10", by e-mailing Rev. Dr. AnnaKate Rawles, Associate Pastor, at arawles@duluthumc.org.

har rt Group Meetings Begin Wednes August 26t

GriefShare Support Group, led by the church’s Stephen Ministers, will walk alongside you through the loss of a loved one.
GriefShare is a safe, welcoming place where people understand the difficult emotions of grief. Through this 13-week session,
you'll discover what to expect in the days ahead and what’s

3

o “normal” in grief. Since there are no neat, orderly stages of

[ pe grief, you'll learn helpful ways of coping with grief, in all its

g‘“ GR]EF SHARE unpredictability—and gain solid support each step of the
' way.

Our next session of GriefShare Support Group classes will
begin on Wednesday, August 26", and continue through
Wednesday, December 2", from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. in
room F153, located on the 1* floor of the Sheldon Family
Life Center. Gain access to valuable resources to help you
through your grief. GriefShare also offers Bereavement
Candlelight Services the Monday (November 23) before
be walked alone. Come find hope and healing. Thanksgiving, and a “Surviving the Holidays” class on
Wednesday, November 18™,

Weekly Support Group

The road to recovering from loss is not meant to

For more information, please visit the GriefShare website at griefshare.org, or contact Tracy Brinker, Bereavement Coordinator,
by e-mail at tbrinker@duluthumc.org, or call 770-476-3776.
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nd Baked Goods Needed for “Bundie U

November 14 & 15t

r Buffalo” Annual Fundraiser:

Crafters, potters, artists, and bakers of all kinds — your talents will be needed in November! It may seem a long time from now,
but it really isn’t and it is not too soon to be thinking about our annual missions fundraiser, Bundle Up for Buffalo, on Saturday,
November 14%, and Sunday, November 15%. All proceeds from the Bundle Up for Buffalo fundraiser help our sister church,
Seneca Street United Methodist Church in Buffalo, NY, keep the heat on their facility during the winter months which fall from
October 2026 through April 2027. This helps provide a safe, warm, after-school location for neighborhood children to go to.

You have been so faithful in prayer for this “pocket of poverty” in the North for many years. Please consider what you can make,
and something that others would enjoy purchasing. Thank you for your support.
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