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Rev. David Burchett
“Instead!”
Scripture: Isaiah 61:1-3 (English Standard Version Bible)

! The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he
has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison
to those who are bound; ? to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to
comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead
of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may
be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.

The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON NOTE

Next Sunday’s Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
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Welcome to Duluth First United Methodist Church!

We are glad that you came to worship with us today. The mission of Duluth First United Methodist Church is to make disciples
& of Jesus Christ. If you are looking for more information about Duluth First United Methodist
Duluth Furst . . e . < . w s
Urited MeSisdiet Church Church and its ministries, Bible studies, and other programs and events, please be sure to visit
our church’s website at www.duluthumec.org.

To join Duluth First United Methodist Church, please come forward as we sing the song that
follows the Invitation to Church Membership.

If you have any questions regarding membership or you are visiting and would like additional
information, please contact Rev. Dr. AnnaKate Rawles, Associate Pastor, by e-mail at arawles@
duluthumc.org, or call 770-476-3776, ext. 128.

Pr. r Concern

* Tracy Balkcom e Donna Bowman’s granddaughter, Nicole Stutts
e Bill Evans e« Rosemary Hall e Shamain Hallett
OURTHOUGHTS e Carol Hitchcock e Linton Jones
, e Tracy Brinker’s father, Jerry Keyees e Susan Paschal
e Charlie Pierce e« Rev. Dr. AnnaKate Rawles daughter, Tilly
e Ann Reifert e Ethel Sales
e Clara Truesdell e Dale VanPelt

WE ARE A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION.
Duluth First UMC Stephen Ministers provide confidential, one-to-one
emotional care and support to those in our church and community
who are hurting.

Contact Rev. Dr. C. Kay Fuino by e-mail at ckfuino@duluthumc.org W
or call Stephen Leader Ann Fleming at 678-644-9108 for more information.

Wednesday Night Dinner in Hinton Hall: December 3¢

Our Food Ministry staff, along with our amazing Dinner Belles and Beaus volunteers, prepare excellent meals at very
reasonable prices. Enjoy fellowship around the table with family and friends. The menu for Wednesday, December 3, is
Chicken Parmesan, spaghetti noodles, sautéed zucchini, Brussels sprouts,

garlic bread, and dessert. For the kids — pizza. Dinner service hours are
5:00 to 6:30 p.m., with to-go boxes available from 6:00 to 6:30 p.m.

The prices for Wednesday Night Dinners are:
e $10.00 for adults (including seniors and from 11 years up);
e $7.00 for children 10 years and younger;
e $30.00 for family meals (nuclear family members only —
husband, wife, their children under 18 years);
* $7.00 for salad bar only, which includes the salad bar, a choice of baked potato or sweet potato, dessert and a drink.

Wednesday
night

Dinner

&

Credit/debit card payments, as well as cash and checks, are accepted.
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Advent Devotional Calendar

The wonderful volunteers of our church library, The Louise McDaniel Memorial Library, have put
together an Advent Devotional Calendar for everyone to use during their journey this Advent
season. The Advent Devotional Calendar will be available:
¢ In worship handouts on Sundays, November 30 and December 7t;
e Available for download on the Advent and Christmas Eve page on the church’s website -
duluthumc.org;
 Atthe Information tables located in the Narthex (the main entrance to the Sanctuary) and in
the back of Hinton Hall on Sunday mornings;
* Available for download by using your smart phone or tablet to scan the QR code located to
the right.

Youth Ministry Sunday Night Gathering: November 30

Students in the 6" through 12* grades are invited to join us on Sunday nights for Sunday Night Gatherings from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. in the Youth Center (“The Fish Tank”), located on the 1% floor

of the Sheldon Family Life Center (unless otherwise noted). Sunday Night
Gatherings include great dinners, fun games, amazing worship, inspirational SUNDA Y N'GHT

and relevant messages and life-changing small groups. @ACFB:DE@UN@

Join us on Sunday, November 30% for our Sunday Night Gathering at 5:30
p.m. in the Youth Center (“The Fish Tank”). SUNDAY NIGHTS

5:30PM-7:30PM
Please visit the Youth Ministry’s website at https://dfumcstudents.org for ot e
more information. If you have any questions, please contact Rev. Min Lee,

Director of Youth Ministries, by e-mail at mlee@duluthumc.org, or call 770-476-3776, ext. 119.

Christmas Trivia Game Night: Wednesday, December 3“

Join us Wednesday, December 3™, in Hinton Hall, located on the 2™ floor of the Sheldon Family Life Center, as we come

together for a Christmas Trivia Game Night. The game will begin at 5:45 p.m. We hope that you join us for Wednesday Night
Dinner beforehand.

Help Make This Christmas Special for a Child:

Donate a Toy to the Hands of Christ Christmas Sho

Would you like to help make a difference in a child’s life this Christmas? Duluth First UMC will be partnering with the Hands of
Christ Duluth Co-Op this year in a toy drive to help stock the Hands of Christ Christmas Shop. The Christmas Shop will help
families in need provide gifts for their children this Christmas.

If you would like to help us provide Christmas for all of these children in our community, your generosity can make sure that
happens. Beginning Sunday, November 30*, you can bring in unwrapped toys and place them under the Christmas tree in
the Veterans Memorial Gathering Room, or under the Christmas tree in the back of Hinton Hall. We will be accepting toy
donations through Wednesday, December 18,

We hope that you will prayerfully consider helping to make Christmas a joyous day for all the families that Hands of Christ
assists every day and every year. Thank for your generosity and your faithfulness!




Wednesday Night Food Drive: December 3

The Wednesday Night Food Drive at Duluth First UMC for the Hands of Christ Duluth Co-Op is our weekly mission project,
combined with the many Wednesday evening activities offered at the church. On December 3 we ask you to bring canned
fruit. A table for donated items will be located outside of the main entrance to Hinton Hall.

Join us for a delicious dinner and fellowship in Hinton Hall, pick up a to-go dinner for your family, join us for any of our
Wednesday evening activities, and drop off food items to help other families in need. We thank you for your support.

hristm rol Sing-Along: Wedn December 1

Join us Wednesday, December 10", in Hinton Hall, located on the 2™ floor of the Sheldon Family Life Center, as members of
our Music & Worship Arts Ministry lead us in a Christmas Carol Sing-Along. Caroling will begin at 5:45 p.m. and will feature
favorite sacred and secular songs. We hope that you join us for Wednesday Night Dinner beforehand.
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Christian Beginnin hristmas Program: Thur December 18t

All are invited to attend our Christian Beginnings Preschool & Kindergarten’s Christmas Program on Thursday, December 18,
beginning at 11:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. Church members are invited to join our students’ families to come and see each grade
put on a holiday show. We look forward to seeing you there!

ration Christm hild: You Can Still Fill a Shoebox Onlin

You can still fill an Operation Christmas Child shoebox online through the month of December. The cost of the Build Online
Shoebox is $30, and this is a quick and easy way to participate in this mission - no shopping going
store to store, no lines, no driving. The DFUMC Goal Page is active and you can complete an online
shoebox by:
* Scanning the QR code located to the right with your smartphone or tablet to complete your
shoebox online.
* Going to the church’s website - duluthumc.org - clicking on the MINISTRIES tab and then clicking
on the MISSIONS tab, where you will find information about Operation Christmas Child.

For more information or if you have any questions, please contact Charlie Doerlich by email at chaz3d@
gmail.com or call 678-662-2115. Thank you for your support!
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Item Donations Needed for Ferguson Elementary School’s Holiday Shop

Ferguson Elementary School needs our help again this upcoming holiday season. Ferguson Elementary,
a Title 1 school located in Duluth, has a wonderful tradition each year of students shopping in the
Holiday Shop for their families for Christmas by using their behavior points. The students work hard
all year to earn their behavior points, so they can spend them on their families. After the students
purchase their gifts, the staff wrap them before the students take them home. For many of these
students, the Holiday Shop is the only opportunity they have to purchase holiday gifts for their families.

To help make the Holiday Shop happen, Ferguson Elementary needs our donations. If you have any
items that are new or gently used from the following list, you can leave them in collection areas in the
Dorothy L. Rainey Fellowship Hall, and outside Hinton Hall no later than Friday, December 12*. Items needed include:
e Toys e Games
e Home decor ¢ Holiday decor

¢ Candles e Craft/art supplies
e Jewelry e Lotion
e Perfume * Soap

e Men’s items e Gift bags

* Tissue paper for gifts bags

Thank you for your generosity.

Duluth First United Methodist Church

3208 Duluth Hwy. 120, Duluth, GA 30096
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Website: www.duluthumc.org
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Advent Calendar
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love
in the Names of Jesus

@@ December 2025
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Order Your Christmas Poinsettias:
Through Sunday, December 14%

The Worship Committee invites you to remember or honor a loved one with a poinsettia this Christmas
season. The poinsettias will be used to adorn the Sanctuary and Hinton Hall on Sunday, December 21,
and on Christmas Eve. The cost per poinsettia plant is $20. You may pick up your poinsettia/poinsettias
following the  worship
services on Christmas
Eve. Printed copies of the
poinsettia  Remembrance/
Honor listings will be available
at the worship services on
Sunday, December 21%, and
at the three worship services
on Christmas Eve.

All proceeds go to Seeds of Hope, whose funds are used to help meet the needs of God’s people living in
Duluth and Suwanee--often strangers, widows, orphans, homeless, those who are lost, and those who are
without hope--who come to Duluth First United Methodist Church seeking assistance. In 2025 the number
of assistance requests has been much higher than in the past. If you would like to contribute extra above/
beyond the cost of your poinsettia(s), we thank you for your additional support of Seeds of Hope.

You can place your order for poinsettias online with a credit/debit card payment. Anyone wishing to
pay by credit/debit card must complete their order form online. To order online, please go to the church’s
website - www.duluthumc.org - and then click on the POINSETTIAS slide on the homepage.

If you wish to pay by check or cash, please complete the order form information below.

In Memory of

PLEASE PRINT
In Honor of
PLEASE PRINT
By:
PLEASE PRINT
Phone #: E-Mail Address:
Order Total: $
Please display the poinsettia in the: Sanctuary Hinton Hall. (PLEASE CHECK ONE)

One “In Memory of” or “In Honor of” per form, one form per plant. Additional order forms will be

available at the Information Centers in the Narthex (main entrance to the Sanctuary), in Hinton Hall, and
in the Atrium.

Please place your completed form/forms, along with a check made payable to Duluth First UMC and
marked Poinsettias in the memo section, or cash, in the Church Staff Drop Box located in the Atrium,
or send to Duluth First United Methodist Church, Attn. Ken Willi, 3208 Duluth Highway 120, Duluth, GA

30096. NOTE: All orders must be received by Sunday, December 14, by 5 p.m.




