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Luke 11:5-8

The Friend in 
the Middle

2 Chronicles 7:14

if my people, who are called by my name, will 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal 
their land.

Luke 11:5-8

Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and 
you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread; a friend of mine on a journey has come to 
me, and I have no food to offer him.’ And suppose the one 
inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already 
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and 
give you anything.’ I tell you, even though he will not get 
up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet 
because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up 
and give you as much as you need.
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The friend in the 
middle is a picture of 
intercessory prayer.

1. The friend who has a need.

6 a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to 
offer him.’ 

Biblical hospitality is welcoming and fellowshipping with strangers 
with kindness usually reserved for friends and family that they may 

see Christ more clearly.

I Peter 4:9-10 - Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of 
you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 

stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.

2. The friend who can meet the need.

5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to 
him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;

God is Able

Luke 11:11-13 - “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give 
him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you 
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

him!”

4

5

6



8/8/2020

3

3. The friend in the middle.

8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread 
because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will 

surely get up and give you as much as you need.

The friend in the middle is a 
picture of intercessory prayer.

3 Important Things About Intercessors

1. The heart of the intercessor.
Galatians 6:2 - Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

2. The faith of the intercessor.
Mark 2:5 - When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins 
are forgiven.”

3. The boldness of the intercessor.
yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as 
you need.

So … what might you do with 
that?

1 Timothy 2:5 - For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus,
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