
Jesus Is Compassionate  
 

REMEMBER VERSE  
The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.  

Psalm 145:8  

Bible Passage 
Matthew 14:13–21; John 6:1–15  
Watch the lesson intro video from Ms. Kelly. Then watch the Big God Story Video 

and/or read the Bible passage with your child.  

Discussion Questions 
Questions for Younger Kids  
• Why did Jesus feed the people? Matthew 14:14  
• How did Jesus have compassion on the people? Matthew 14:14, 19–20  
• If you had been in the crowd, how would you have described what happened? Matthew 
14:20–21  

• How can we have compassion on people?  
 
Questions for Older Kids  
• Why did Jesus feed the people? Matthew 14:14  
• If you had been in the crowd, how would you have described what happened? Matthew 
14:19–21  

• What does this tell you about Jesus? Matthew 14:14  
• What is the difference between compassion and simply feeling bad about something?  
• Have there been times you felt compassion but didn’t act on it? What were the reasons 
for that?  

• How can we act on our compassion for people?  

 
Worship as Response  
Right before Jesus fed five thousand people, He heard some really sad news about John 
the Baptist being killed. Although Jesus wanted to be alone, He had compassion on the 
people who came to see Him. Instead of thinking only of Himself, He healed the sick, He 
comforted them, He fed them, and He told them about God.  

During this pandemic, you might need God to provide healing, comfort, or strength in 
your life. Maybe you have sadness in your home because you can’t see your friends; 
maybe doing online school isn’t easy for you or your kids; maybe you know someone 
who is sick. Jesus has compassion on all of these things in your life. He suffers with you. 
In this way, Jesus provides comfort to you. God provides exactly what we need in times 
of need.  

Take time as a family to pray for one another and to pray for people you know who 
need compassion. To begin, tell each other one way God provided for you this past week 
and one way you would like God to comfort you. Then take turns thanking God and 
asking for His provision for the people in your family.  

Pray over the kids as they talk with God. Pray they will know Jesus has compassion on them 
and suffers with them. Pray God’s Spirit will stir up a spirit of compassion in each of them and 
that He will give them strength and courage to respond out of compassion, like Jesus.  

 

 



Hands On Activity 

Compassion Jar  
Children will consider people who need help and discuss specific ways they can show 
compassion to those in need.  
SUPPLIES  
• Glass jar (16 oz.)  
• Craft sticks (1 per child)  
• Markers  
 
When Jesus encountered the crowds, He showed compassion on them as He healed and 
taught them. Even though Jesus is God, He humbled Himself and served others, asking, 
“What needs to be done?” We should also stay sensitive to the needs of others and ask 
ourselves the question “What needs to be done?” in every situation.   

Gather the children into a circle, and have each child take a craft stick and a marker. (Take a 
stick for yourself too and participate.) Work together as a group to think of kinds of people who 
need compassion (such as sick friends, overwhelmed teachers, busy moms, hungry homeless 
people, etc.) These should be general categories of people, not specific names. As each child 
calls out a suggestion, she should write it on her craft stick. (Parents may need to help younger 
children with writing.) Once all of the kids have written on their sticks, have them place the sticks 
in the jar.   

Now have the children pass around the jar and each child take one stick. The child should 
read the stick and say aloud, “What needs to be done?” Encourage the kids to discuss this 
question as they decide what might need to be done for that person. Model this activity for the 
kids with your own stick first; then, invite the kids to begin.  
 

Prayer of Blessing 
Encourage the kids to hold their hands in front of them, palms up. Then open a Bible and read 
Psalm 145:8–9:  

The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. The LORD is 
good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.  
 

Pray the following blessing over your family:   
May God awaken you to His Spirit of compassion, and may you trust God to provide for 

you each day.   
  

 


