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KEY VERSE
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. (1
Corinthians 15:20)

READ
1 Corinthians 15:12-23

REFLECT
If you visit the greeting card section of any store at this
time of the year, you will find a good-sized selection of
Easter cards. The vast majority are entirely secular
ranging from “thinking of you at Easter” to those with
pictures of rabbits and Easter eggs. There are a few
marked as “religious” with some reference to the true
meaning of Easter. I believe you would have to agree
that Easter bunnies and eggs have won “hands down”
over Christ, the cross of Calvary, and the empty tomb.

In our text, the apostle Paul attacks the central
position of his opponents at Corinth. They said flatly,
"Dead men do not rise again." Paul's answer is, "If you
take up that position it means that Jesus Christ has not
risen again; and if that be so, the whole Christian faith
is wrecked." Why did Paul regard a belief in the
resurrection of Jesus to be so essential?

First, the resurrection proves that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God. Jesus predicted that He would rise again on
the third day after His death. (Mark 10:33-34) If Jesus
did not rise again, then He either had deceived Himself
or had lied. Either way, this would negate His being
who He said He was. The resurrection is one of the
principal evidences that Jesus is the Son of God.
(Romans 1:4)

Second, the whole Christian message is based on a lie if
the resurrection of Jesus was not a fact and millions
have died trusting in a delusion. Without the
resurrection, the greatest values in life have no
guarantee. William Barclay wrote that “the
Resurrection is the final guarantee of the
indestructibility of the truth.”

Third, the resurrection of Jesus represents an
assurance that we can have the forgiveness of sins.
Without the resurrection, Christ’s substitutionary
death on the cross would have accomplished nothing.

Fourth, the resurrection of Jesus tells the world that
the kingdom of God is ruled by a living sovereign. The
founders of all other religions are dead and their bones
lie dormant in the earth. But the founder of
Christianity is alive! He is the Living One who is alive
forever and ever. (Revelation 1:17-18)

Fifth, the resurrection of Jesus proves that physical
death is not the termination of human existence.
Christ’s triumph over the grave is the guarantee that
this resurrection is made available for all of humanity
from Adam on down for those who are in Jesus.

RESPOND
Today, take a sheet of paper and write down in your
own words the reasons why Jesus’ resurrection is
important to you. Take a few moments to thank Him
and praise Him for the benefits you have received as a
result of His resurrection. Don’t lose sight of the true
meaning of Easter.
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KEY VERSE
Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
The one who believes in me will live, even though they
die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.
Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26)

READ
John 11:17-44

REFLECT
Lazarus, the brother of Mary and Martha, and Jesus’
friend, had died. They had sent a message to Jesus with
the hope that He would come and heal their brother.
However, He had arrived too late. Lazarus had already
been dead for four days. In their eyes, nothing more
could be done in the present. 

Both sisters said the same thing to Jesus, “Lord, if only
you had been here, my brother would not have died.”
Martha quickly added, “But even now I know that God
will give you whatever you ask.” (John 11:21-22) Here
we see faith in Jesus clouded by present circumstances.

The sisters believed in a future resurrection, but when
Jesus declared that He was the resurrection and the
life, He changed their focus from seeing the
resurrection just as an event. Rather, it is a Person –
Jesus Himself. Our focus needs to be on the first two
words – I AM. Yes, we have the assurance of eternal life
because Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Yes, we
have the confident expectation that we will see those
who have gone before us when Christ returns.

However, Jesus did not say, “I will be” the resurrection
and the life. He said “I AM’ which points to His
eternality. Jesus Christ is our source of life and hope
NOW at any time and at any place. This is where our
hope is to be anchored – in the Person of Jesus Christ
who rose from the dead, a living Christ in whom we can
place our trust and hope. 

Jesus is asking us today the same question He asked
Martha, “Do you believe this?” What kind of
“resurrection” do you need to experience in your life?
Do you believe that He can comfort you and sustain
you in your time of loss? Do you believe He can restore
what has been destroyed? Do you believe that He will
sustain you through the coronavirus pandemic? Do you
believe He can raise you up to new life? Don’t let
yourself think that Jesus showed up too late. Keep your
eyes focused on Him, your resurrection and life. 

RESPOND
Today, take a moment and reflect on Jesus as your
Great I AM, your life-giving help and hope. Thank Him
for not only giving you eternal life but also abundant
life in the NOW, in the midst of your life circumstances.
Ask Him to infuse your life with hope for the situations
where you have given up hope. 
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KEY VERSE
Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you
have believed; blessed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.” (John 20:29)

READ
John 20:19-29

REFLECT
My father had an ugly scar on his left forearm. It was
not a simple mark left from a cut that had been
stitched closed. It was about eight inches long and
almost two inches wide. He had a cancerous growth
and in order to totally remove it, it was necessary to
remove tissue down to the bone. The doctor had to use
a skin graft to cover the hole left in his arm. Scars tell a
story and are a memory of an injury.

I find it intriguing that when John tells the story of
Jesus’ appearance to His disciples after the
resurrection, he tells how Jesus shows them His scars—
not once, but twice. If John didn’t tell us about the
scars, we would likely assume that a glorified,
resurrected body wouldn’t have any. Why would a body
designed to be imperishable in heaven have scars?
Why the scars?

The scars prove Jesus’ resurrection. His scars confirmed
to His followers, then and now, that it was truly Him. It
was his body, still bearing the scars of His crucifixion,
but now risen from His death. It was proof that the
Jesus that had been buried in the tomb was the same
person standing before them. The scars erased all
doubt whether Jesus was alive or not. 

The scars remind us that Jesus understands our
suffering and pain. They are His badge of identity. He is
our risen Savior who entered the depths of human pain
and sin for us. 

Hebrews 2:18 says, “For since he himself has now been
through suffering and temptation, he knows what it is
like when we suffer and are tempted, and he is
wonderfully able to help us.” (The Living Bible) When
you think that you are alone in your pain and that no
one understands the story behind your scars,
remember that Jesus is the One who truly does.

The scars call us to a life of surrender. When Thomas
exclaimed “My Lord and my God,” it was a confession
of faith that expelled all doubt and led him to commit
his life to taking the Gospel, according to church
tradition, to India. It wasn’t until many years later that
I heard the full story of my father’s surgery. The doctor
had prepared him for the likelihood that his arm would
be amputated. My father prayed, “Lord, if you save my
arm, I will serve You for the rest of my life.” My father,
a backslidden Christian, came out of the surgery with
his arm and surrendered his life to the Lord. That ugly
scar was a daily reminder of that decision.

The scars invite us to worship Him. In heaven, we will
see “the Lamb that was slain.” (Revelation 5:6) We will
worship Him forever with the beauty of His scars in
view. They are no defect to the eyes of the redeemed
but glory for all those who have placed their faith in
Him. They will be a constant reminder of what Jesus
did for us. There is a Southern Gospel song entitled
“Scars in His Hands.” The refrain reads, “Yes, I’m
headed for a home built by God alone; Hallelujah,
praise the Lord, I am; where the only thing there that’s
been made by man are the scars in the hands of Jesus.”

RESPOND
Today, take a moment and reflect on Jesus’ scars and
their significance for you. Read Revelation 5:12 as an
expression of your worship of Him. What “scars” do you
have? How can they be a story of redemption and
victory in your life? 
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KEY VERSE
And [so that you will begin to know] what the
immeasurable and unlimited and surpassing greatness
of His [active, spiritual] power is in us who believe.
These are in accordance with the working of His
mighty strength. (Ephesians 1:19, The Amplified Bible)

READ
Ephesians 1:15 – 2:6

REFLECT
Napoleon’s army was camped on the hills above the
border town of Feldkirch, Austria poised to attack. On
Easter Sunday morning, the citizens met to decide
whether to try to defend themselves or surrender. The
pastor rose and addressed the frightened people and
said, "Friends, we have been counting on our own
strength, and apparently that has failed. Since this is
the day of our Lord’s resurrection, let us just ring the
bells, have our services, and leave the matter in His
hands. We know only our weakness, and not the power
of God to defend us." The people agreed and the
church bells rang. Napoleon’s army heard the sudden
peal of bells and mistook that for jubilation over the
arrival of the Austrian army. Before the service ended,
they retreated. 

The apostle Paul prays that we will experience in our
lives the all-surpassing power that raised Jesus from
the dead and seated Him at the right hand of the
Father. Have you thought about what it would take to
infuse life back into His dead body? Doctors are able to
resuscitate a person but they cannot resurrect. Only
God can do that and it displays a power that man
cannot comprehend. Paul piles term on top of term 
 trying to describe this power intending that we
imagine a power beyond imagining. And this power is
available to us! Are you experiencing this resurrection
power?

The supernatural power that raised Jesus from the
dead, is the same power that raised us who were dead
in our trespasses and sins to new life. 

When you received Jesus as your Savior, you were
raised from the dead! One day a church member in our
church in Brazil asked me why we didn’t see more
manifestations of “power” in our services. It was a year
during which we had seen almost two hundred people
receive Christ as their Savior. I explained that the
greatest manifestation of God’s power was to see a
person made spiritually live and transformed by His
saving grace.

The supernatural power that raised Jesus from the
dead, is the same power that seated Jesus at the right
hand of the Father in the heavens and gave Him
authority over all principalities and powers for all time,
and He has seated us in the heavens with Christ!
Adrian Rogers, a renowned Baptist preacher, said this:
“When He died, we died. His death had our name on it.
When He was raised from the grave, we were raised
from the grave. When He ascended, we ascended.
When He is seated at the right hand of God, so are we,
in Christ…The devil hopes you don't understand this. (If
you do) ‘all Heaven will break loose.’ Don't you think
it's time all Heaven broke loose? Don't you think it's
time that the people of God begin to understand and to
exercise Kingdom Authority?” (Heaven Will Break
Loose!) We can boldly stand up to the devil, resist him,
and rebuke him. The Bible tells us that if we do this, he
must flee. (James 4:7)

There has been no greater act of power that has ever
taken place in the course of history and it is available
to you. You can make your requests before the Lord
with full assurance that they will be answered in
accordance with the working of His incredible power.

RESPOND
What problem are you currently facing? Now ask
yourself if it can stand in light of the fact that God
raised Jesus from the dead to sit at His right hand in
heaven and in light of the fact that you are seated
there as well. Pray that the Lord will open your eyes to
all He is and all that He has for you.
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KEY VERSE
He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to
our God. Many will see and fear the Lord and put their
trust in him. (Psalm 40:3)

READ
Psalm 40:1-10

REFLECT
A youth choir arrived by tour bus at the church where I
was on staff in New England. The bus driver wanted to
park the bus in the driveway near the church office
which required turning in at a sharp angle. Rather than
backing up so as to keep the bus on the pavement, the
driver proceeded to drive onto the grass. It was early
April and spring thaw was in full swing. He buried the
bus to its axles. The bus would not move and the only
solution was to call a large tow truck to pull it out. The
driver was distraught until the bus was finally back on
solid ground. This incident reminded me of the death-
to-life experiences that we face.

David is recalling a difficult experience that he had
faced and how the Lord had delivered him. As he pens
these words, he is expressing truths beyond this event
in his life. This a description of resurrection – “He
pulled me out of a dangerous pit, out of the deadly
quicksand. He set me safely on a rock and made me
secure.” (v. 2 GNT) It is a description of a death-to-life
experience. 

We can see Christ’s death and resurrection in these
words. We can also see our own resurrection
experience when we receive Christ as our personal
Savior. Paul wrote in Ephesians 2:4-5, “But because of
his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in
transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” In
both passages, we see God’s tenderness, God’s touch
and God’s transformation.

I see another death to life application for our lives.
David was reflecting on a difficult circumstance in his
life that was extremely painful in his soul. He
compares his ordeal to a horrible pit into which he had
fallen and where he felt stuck and sinking. He called
out to the Lord. The result was that the Lord set his
feet on a rock and made his steps secure. When you
read the rest of Psalm 40, you learn that the
circumstances did not change but, David’s perspective
did. Rather than panic or despair, he trusted the Lord
to carry him through the circumstances.

AND HE SANG! David’s heart was flooded with
abundant joy! His singing was so open and
unrestrained that he acclaimed that others would see
the Lord who works in such wonderful ways and would
be encouraged to place their trust in Him as well. In
spite of his circumstances, David was able to praise the
Lord.

You can rest assured that God will deliver you in due
time, lifting you to stand on a solid rock and
establishing your path while putting a new song in
your heart. No matter your difficulty you may be going
through, you can be confident that He will see you
through. The Lord has the power to bring life from
death.

RESPOND
Read the text again placing yourself as the author of
these words. Take a moment and reflect on your
salvation experience. How did the Lord manifest His
tenderness, touch and transformation? Loss is a form
of “death.” What have you lost? Ask the Lord to infuse
His resurrection life into that situation and to lift you
up out of it.
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KEY VERSE
And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore
encourage one another with these words. (1
Thessalonians 4:17b, 18)

READ
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

REFLECT
Stephen Hawking, the internationally known British
physicist and author said, "I regard the brain as a
computer which will stop working when its
components fail. There is no heaven or afterlife for
broken down computers; that is a fairy story for people
afraid of the dark." The question of life after death is
not just a modern one. There was an inscription in
Thessalonica that read: “After death, no reviving, after
the grave, no meeting again.” Commenting on this lack
of hope, Warren Wiersbe writes, “A typical inscription
on a grave demonstrates this fact. ‘I was not, I became,
I am not, I care not.’”

The Thessalonian believers struggled with what the
pagan culture in which they lived believed. They had
questions – Is there life after death? Will we see those
again who have already died? The Apostle Paul wanted
to remove both their ignorance and their grief, but also
give them hope—a hope the unbelieving world could
not have. Paul’s teaching can be summarized in four
words.

Revelation – Paul’s desire was to remove their
ignorance through giving biblical insight. Are you going
to believe in human speculation or are you going to
believe in what God says? Philosophers and scientists
have tried to solve the question of immortality, of life
after death. The apostle solved the problem when he
wrote “according to the Lord’s word.” (4:15) We do not
need to wonder about death or life after death
because we have God’s Word revealed to us. Knowing
God’s Word gives us the assurance and comfort we
need.

Resurrection – Paul speaks of the resurrection in two
ways. He speaks of both the resurrection of Christ
already realized and the promised resurrection of “the
dead in Christ.” It is because we do believe “that Jesus
died and rose again” (4:14) that we can be confident in
any other promise God makes even if it violates
natural science and human logic. That includes
specifically the promise that “the dead in Christ will
rise” (4:16). The Christian doctrine of the resurrection
assures us that the grave is not the end.

Return – Our Lord Jesus Christ will return personally
and in power and this fact should comfort us. Warren
Wiersbe wrote, “Whether we Christians live or die, we
have nothing to fear because Jesus will come either
with us or for us.” A pastor was speaking to a man
whose wife had died and said, “I am sorry for your
loss.” The husband replied, “No, I didn’t lose her. You
can’t lose something when you know where it is – and I
know where she is!”

Reunion – This reunion anticipates both a meeting with
Christ and meeting again with those who have already
died in Christ. The grave is just a temporary resting
place for the body. The day is coming when those
believers who are already dead and any of us who
survive until that day of glory will together be with
Him FOREVER, never to be separated again! 

We are not immune to suffering and sorrow in this life,
and we are often in need of encouragement. May we
keep our eyes focused on the day of Christ’s return
when this hope will be realized.

RESPOND
How does the teaching impact and influence the way
you are living? What should you do in light of what you
have learned? Are you grieving the loss of a loved one
or do you know someone who is? How can this passage
encourage and comfort you or them?
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KEY VERSE
But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:57)

READ
1 Corinthians 15:50-58

REFLECT
I am not very athletic. In high school, I was always the
last person chosen when teams were being formed in
Phys Ed. I was not the person who would guarantee
victory for the team. Quite the opposite! We like to be
on a winning team. We like to win and we like to recall
our victories, no matter how small. In our text, the
apostle Paul spells out the implications of a great
victory that we can celebrate, both today, and for all
eternity.

For there to be a victory, there must be an adversary,
someone who is defeated. Paul focuses on an enemy of
which we are very aware - death. (v.55) We are
reminded of this every time we drive past a cemetery.
We are reminded of it as we see the death toll from
COVID-19 rise daily. It is clear who our enemy is. Death
is a painful reality and it hurts. Paul likens it to a sting
and that sting is sin. With the sin sting, death is a
certainty. It is sin that gives death its power. What can
we do in the face of such a powerful adversary? Does
death have the final word? Doesn’t death win every
time?

NO!! Paul taunts death in verse 55 saying that the sting
of death has been removed and has been defeated.
Paul has been writing about the resurrection of Jesus.
Yes, death affects us because of sin, but Jesus has dealt
with our sin. Christ died for our sins. He died the death
we deserve, and has been raised again. Jesus didn’t
stay in the grave, but lives forevermore! He defeated
death and so do all who believe in Him.

In light of this truth, there is a future fulfillment. This
victory will be completed and consummated when
Jesus returns and brings the changes of verses 51-54.
We will be changed. But what will that transformation
be like? We will receive a resurrected body, not a
resuscitated body! Never again will we grow old, get
sick, or die. Our bodies will be imperishable and
immortal. 

But what will the change be like? Paul says that this
perishable body must put on the imperishable, and
this mortal body must put on immortality. Our bodies
now are weak and falling apart. Our bodies are prone
to die, but they will be made new and will never die or
fail or fade. This is our future hope as Christians, as
those who trust in the death of Christ for our sins and
His resurrection for our victory over death.

The doctrine of the resurrection also has a practical
application. Paul concludes the chapter with an
exhortation. We are to be firmly faithful and
abundantly fruitful. (v.58) We are not to passively wait
for our Lord’s return. We are to continue doing the
Lord’s work. Because Jesus is alive, our faith is not
empty. Our work is therefore also not empty or
useless, but productive and fruitful, as we spread the
good news of Jesus, the triumph of victory over sin and
death.

Our victory is complete, and forever! Jesus has won
and we share in His victory. The result is sure, and we
can celebrate now, as we stand firm in the truth of the
resurrection, and spread the good news to others -
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.

RESPOND
How does this passage influence your view of death?
What impact does the resurrection of Christ have on
how you face life? How does it give you hope?
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