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God’s Gift of Hope

Hope

Key Verse
“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and
secure.” (Hebrews 6:19a)

Read
Hebrews 6:13-20

Reflect
The first gift that we will unwrap is God’s gift of HOPE. In
1 Corinthians 13:13, the apostle Paul includes hope along
with faith and love as a bedrock virtue that we, as
Christians, need in order for life to make sense. Today,
we will attempt to define biblical hope.

Let’s start by learning what biblical hope is not. First,
biblical hope is not wishful thinking. Wishful thinking is
an attempt to hope that things will go in the direction of
our desires even though we do not have the means to
make them happen. You can hope that your favorite
baseball team will win the World Series, but you do not
have the power to make it happen. Second, biblical hope
is not optimistic thinking. I’m sure you have been asked,
“Is your glass half-full or half-empty?” Are you an
optimist or a pessimist? Having a positive outlook on life
is important but blind optimism glosses over or ignores
that problems exist in life. Once again, it does not change
reality. 

So, what is biblical hope? The biblical definition of hope
is “confident expectation.” It is a certainty that what we
hope for will take place. Hebrews 6:19 says, “We have this
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.” (NIV) 

Our hope is only as good as whatever we anchor it to. We
will always be disappointed if we anchor our hope to
wishful thinking or blind optimism. Our hope must be
anchored to a Person - A Person who is the same yesterday,
today, and forevermore; a Person who has proven His
faithfulness in the past and who promises to remain
faithful in the future. This Person is our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Lee Strobel writes that “hope…is the expectancy and
optimism that God wants to instill in all of us who love
Him and have faith in Him. It’s an overriding confidence
He gives, reminding us that, even in the midst of our
greatest problems, God is still with us-and He is greater
than any challenge we might face. Hope is the
inextinguishable flicker God ignites in our souls to keep us
believing in the prevailing power of His light even when
we are surrounded by utter darkness. It is the unswerving
belief that better days are ahead, probably in this world
and most certainly in the next.” (The Case for Hope,
Zondervan, 2015, p.2)

Biblical hope is not based on odds or circumstances; it is a
choice to wait for God to fulfill His promises in the future.
It may seem crazy to many, but it is no more surprising
than a crucified man rising from the dead.

Respond
1.  In what or whom have you been anchoring your hope?
Is there something that needs to change?

2.  Is there some area in your life where you need to
change your focus so that it reflects biblical hope in your
life?
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Why Hope Matters

Hope

Key Verse
“If you continue in your faith, established and firm, and
do not move from the hope held out in the gospel. This is
the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed
to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
have become a servant” (Colossians 1:23).

Read
Colossians 1:15-23 

Reflect
Most of us know we should put our hope in Jesus, but
we’re not sure what this looks like when the daily
struggles of life unfold in front of us. We’re not sure what
it looks like when the doctor calls with a difficult
diagnosis, a loved one dies, or we’re faced with fear about
the future. Where do we find our hope when life seems to
be falling apart? 

In his letter to the Colossian church, Paul tells us not to
move from the hope held out in the gospel. The gospel is
the good news about Jesus. Jesus came to pay the price for
our sins and to reconcile us with God. Our ultimate hope
is found in Christ. 

The good news of the gospel leads us to saving faith
through the grace of Jesus. Most of us think about
salvation when we hear the word “gospel.” However, the
gospel includes much more than the good news about
finding salvation through Jesus. 

The gospel also holds the power to reach down and breathe
hope into our hospital-room moments, graveside
moments, lost-job moments, ailing-loved-one moments,
and fearful moments.

The gospel is the good news that we can find salvation
through Jesus, but it also includes the promise that Jesus
will walk with us through every trial we face. The gospel is
not a one-time message reserved for altar calls and initial
decisions to follow Jesus. The gospel is your hope in the
darkness today. It is your reminder that Jesus is with you.
He is your unshakeable source of hope. 

Most of us are tempted to put our hope in pleasant
circumstances. We want life to take a turn in a good
direction, and we put our hope in good things to come. We
should put our hope in the goodness God wants to reveal
in our lives, but let’s remember this: Even if our lives stay
difficult—even if the circumstances don’t improve—Jesus
is with us! His presence with us is our Living Hope!

Respond
Today, take a moment and reflect on Jesus as your Living
Hope. Thank Him that He will never leave you and that He
holds you through every trial and storm you face in life.
Ask Him to fill you with the joy of His gospel. He has saved
you and will continue to save you as He walks with you
every day of your life. 

Week 1 | Day 2
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Our Hope: His Appearing

Hope

Key Verse
“Waiting for the blessed hope, the appearing of the glory
of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave
Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to
purify for Himself a people for His own possession who
are zealous for good works.” (Titus 2:13 -14 ESV)

Read
Titus 2:11–15 

Reflect
We know that focus is essential to accomplishing
important tasks. Without good focus we tend to fall short
of completing what we want to do and to get detoured
into other distractions. Can you remember a time in your
life when you have experienced the result of the lack of
focus? On the other hand, can you remember a time
when you kept focused and what was achieved because of
it?

The apostle Paul knew this as well. In his letter to Titus
where he is writing about teaching people, Paul mentions
the need to encourage focused living with purpose in this
world in spite of its constant distractions and
enticements. The World always beckons us like a siren to
submit to passions and wickedness. Yet we have Someone
Who is coming Who will change everything.  

Paul clarifies that God’s grace brought us salvation from
our condemned position. He also teaches us to move out
of the current of the river of self-centered living. He
encourages us to anticipate the return of our great God
and Savior when all things will be made right. 

If we have experienced salvation through Jesus Christ, then
we are called to live differently in this present age. This is
because our focus is on the anticipation of His return, the
great eternal game changer. 

In Jesus Christ we have been bought out of slavery and
condemnation by His great work and victory.As we grasp
the enormity of what we have received through Jesus, He
transforms our lives. In this journey we learn that wounds
and loss in our lives operate as distractors wherever
Christ’s healing hand has not yet had access. In those
untouched places, we hear the world calling us to satisfy
our unmet needs and cover our shame. In these moments,
we often and quickly forget that Jesus Christ will appear in
glory and will finish making all things right once for all.
Essentially, this passage reminds us to keep our eyes on His
appearing so that we can live lives that create good and
beauty empowered by Christ.

Deep in our souls, what we really yearn for and need is to
be in the presence of Jesus where all things will be new,
where all things will be made right. Today, ask Him to heal
you and to work on the distractions that keep you from
living as you are called to live. Fix your eyes on that great
day when you will be caught up in His glorious, good, and
beautiful presence eternally. 

Respond
Read the passage again. Consider what this means in terms
of your focus in daily living. Where has your focus been
diverted from the glory of our Great God? Are you living in
anticipation of eternal celebration with Christ? Take a
moment to recommit your focus to anticipating what you
will never lose. 

Week 1 | Day 3

Written by Paul Goodman



The Exhilaration of 
Realized Hope

Hope

Key Verse
“For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is
no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.” (Romans 8:24-25)

Read
Romans 8:18-25

Reflect
Last spring, I read Man’s Search for Meaning by Victor
Frankl, a memoir about his harrowing experience in
Auschwitz during the WWII Holocaust era. The basic
premise he builds the book around is: “He who has a Why
to live for can bear almost any How.” He found that the
people who had lost all hope within the confines of the
camp were almost always the ones who died first. Those
who had something for which to live would fight for their
lives until that hope was either ultimately lost or
ultimately fulfilled. I doubt we could overstate the
exhilaration of the fulfilled hope of rescue when these
people were finally set free. And I can’t think of a better
word to describe the feeling of realized hope…
exhilaration. 

Hope is something that seems woven into our human
fabric. Stories abound from Scripture and human history
about hope being the driving force behind perseverance.
Abraham and Sarah hoped to have a child. The Hebrew
slaves hoped for deliverance from their Egyptian
bondage.Early Christians hoped for a time in which they
were not under Roman oppression. In more recent
history immigrants flooded Ellis Island in hope of a new
life. Martin Luther King Jr. led the Civil Rights
movement with messages of hope for a more just nation.
And maybe a little closer to home… Families hope for
restoration when their relationships are broken. Those
who have lost their jobs hope to find another way to
provide for what they need. 

It is exhilarating when hope is finally realized. A few years
ago, my family and I went to see Marvel’s Infinity War in
the theater. During the epic battle scene close to the end of
the movie, I remember thinking “Where is Thor?” There
was a sense of hope that if Thor, the god of thunder, would
show up, then things would be made right and good would
prevail. He tarried so long it felt frustrating as the battle
waged on, and our Marvel heroes seemed to be falling one
by one. And we kept whispering, “WHERE IS THOR?!?!”
But finally… the moment came … lightning split the sky … a
figure appears with his famous hammer and he lands
square in the middle of the battle. The theater ERUPTED!
Applause! YES! He’s here! Evil will be defeated! Our hope
is realized and it feels exhilarating!

Now if you’ve seen the movie, we don’t need to relive what
happened in the next several minutes. Thankfully, there
was another movie coming. Our hope could be rekindled.
But for a moment, as we waited for Thor, we felt bereft.
Who will save? Who will rescue? Who will put things right?
We hardly felt patient. I can imagine these feelings are just
a shadow of the longing Israel had for its coming Messiah.
He had been promised. They knew the One coming would
save. He would rescue. He would put things right. They
couldn’t see it. But they hoped for it. 

Jesus didn’t come like Thor (which is probably more how
the Jewish people imagined God would come). He came as
a weak infant. In the middle of the night. Without much
fanfare (unless you were a shepherd). But in that night,
hope was realized. God fulfilled the hope of the ages and
His promise of rescue. The exhilaration comes for us when
we see God and He comes alive within. 

Respond
When was a time that you had the exhilaration of hope
being fulfilled?What does it mean to you that hope is listed
along with faith and love in 1 Corinthians 13 as something
that will “remain”?

Week 1 | Day 4
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Our Hope of Righteousness

Hope

Key Verse
“For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly
wait for the hope of righteousness.” 
(Galatians 5:5 ESV)

Read
Galatians 5: 1-5 

Reflect
We put our trust in the reliability of our vehicle to start
when we turn the key each morning. We place trust in
people to be there for work or for a repair at our house.
We hope, with good reason, that the many things in our
day go as anticipated. 

The believers in Galatia experienced the saving work of
Jesus Christ when they heard the good news and then
believed in Him, His work, and provision. Paul was
deeply concerned because others were now coming into
this new group of believers and teaching them something
different. These people were saying that to continue with
God, they had to begin observing certain laws and
practicing certain rituals. Paul strongly condemns this,
and he challenges the believers in the Galatian Church to
continue in Christ as they had started in Christ. Paul
summarizes it all in the statement that if we have been
given life through the Spirit, we should continue by
keeping in step with the Spirit.

 It was the Holy Spirit that did the work of washing and
rebirthing when they came to know Jesus Christ. Paul tells
them that it is the same Holy Spirit that they need to walk
with in all things. 

Believers, who put their hope in Christ alone at salvation,
are tempted to put hope in the practice of particular
behaviors or rituals. This has occurred throughout the
history of the Church. Galatians clearly corrects this error
and points us to placing hope in Christ alone through the
ongoing work of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will
produce behaviors in our life as we walk with faith and a
sure hope in the glory that is coming. 

We anticipate with joy, through the Holy Spirit, the
complete work of His righteousness in us. We do not put
our hope in our feeble efforts. We know that when we
hope through the Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ will empower us
to do what we cannot achieve and will complete someday
what we lack. That is our HOPE. It is in Christ from start to
finish, enabled by the Holy Spirit with whom we keep in
step since He brought us back alive into Christ. 

Respond
Where do you place your hope in your daily walk with
God? Has it continued as it was when you first believed and
were washed and rebirthed by the Holy Spirit? Have you
meandered into a works-based walk with God instead of a
faith and hope based walk that gives birth to good works?

Week 1 | Day 5
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God's Gift of Peace

Peace

Key Verse
“On the evening of that first day of the week, when the
disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of
the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and
said, ‘Peace be with you!’” (John 20:19)

Read
John 20:19-23

Reflect
“I wished my neighbor’s dog would stop barking at night
so I could sleep!” “I wished I had enough money in the
bank so I didn’t have to worry how I can pay my bills!” “I
wished my kids would stop fighting with each other!” “I
wished my boss would leave me alone and let me do my
job!” All these different scenarios have one thing in
common – the desire for peace and quiet. For most
people, peace means the absence of conflict and peace is
a high priority on our pursuit of happiness in our
personal lives. 

The second gift we want to unwrap is God’s gift of
PEACE. Biblical peace is more than the absence of
conflict. When Jesus greeted His disciples with the words,
“Peace be with you”, he most likely was using the
common Jewish greeting shalom lehkhem. Would this have
stunned the disciples? They were experiencing anything
but peace, hiding in fear of their lives. Jesus had warned
them earlier that they would be hated and persecuted
because they were His followers. (John 15:18-25) Jesus was
not promising the absence of conflict, but something that
can be experienced even in the midst of conflict.

So, what is biblical peace? “Peace” in the Bible can refer to
the absence of conflict, but it points to something better
in its place.

The Hebrew term shalom implies “wholeness,
completeness, soundness, health, safety and prosperity,
and carries with it the implication of permanence.” It can
be used for taking action to restore a broken situation or
relationship. Shalom refers to something that’s complex
with lots of separate pieces that has been restored to a state
of completeness, wholeness. It could be used to describe a
500 piece jigsaw puzzle that has been put together giving
us the whole picture. Shalom is more than a state of inner
tranquility; it is a state of wholeness, of completeness.

The word “peace” in the New Testament is from the Greek
word eiréné (i-ray’-nay) and means “unity.” It was used to
describe the bringing together of multiple parts to form a
whole, to take brokenness and make it one again. For
example, it would be used to describe two friends who
reconcile after a fight. It means more than a cessation of
the fighting; it describes the restoration of the relationship.

We cannot manufacture biblical peace on our own. God is
the source of peace. One of the names for God in the Old
Testament is Yahweh-Shalom (Judges 6:24). Jesus is the
“Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6) and peace is the fruit of the
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). God promises all the qualities
of biblical peace – wholeness, completeness, soundness,
health, safety – to all those who look to Him. This peace
enables you to rejoice in the pain or trial and sing in the
middle of suffering. This peace isn’t ruled by
circumstances, but instead affects and even overrules
them.

Respond
1.  Biblical peace is the restoration of brokenness. Is there
an area of brokenness in your life that needs to be restored
by God’s peace? What steps can you take to begin the
restoration process?

2.  How have you experienced the peace of God in your
life? Are there areas of your life where you need more of
His peace today?

Week 2 | Day 1
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When You Are 
Desperate for Peace

Peace

Key Verse
“And He awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea,
‘Peace! Be still!’ And the wind ceased, and there was a
great calm” (Mark 4:39 ESV).

Read
Mark 4:37-41

Reflect
Imagine you’ve just spent a full day pouring your heart
out as you minister to others. You’ve invested all your
strength, and you’re ready for a break. You head home
feeling weary, and you expect the Lord to provide a quiet
place where you might rest. Instead, you face a
tumultuous situation.

Maybe you walk through the door to discover a sick loved
one who needs your care. Perhaps you receive an
unexpected phone call about a family emergency. You
are caught off guard, and you feel overwhelmed. 

The disciples probably experienced similar sentiments
when they set out across the sea expecting to enter into
rest after a full day of ministry. Instead, they sailed
straight into a storm. Meanwhile, Jesus was asleep in the
boat. After the disciples woke Him up, Jesus rebuked the
wind and waves and calmed the storm. 

This narrative reminds us that Jesus is always with us. We
can call on Him when we face storms in life, and He will
give us peace. 

These are important lessons from today’s reading;
however, let’s take a closer look at a part of this story we
might have overlooked.

As they awaken Jesus, the disciples say, “Teacher, do You
not care that we are perishing?” (v. 38). Do you see what was
happening within their hearts? They were taking offense
that Jesus had permitted the storm. They might have been
offended that after a full day of ministering with the Lord,
He would allow them to sail straight into a storm.
Furthermore, He didn’t seem to care that after all their
work for the expansion of His kingdom, they were
suddenly in great danger.

Let’s pause to examine our hearts. Have you taken offense
that after all you do for Jesus, He has permitted a storm in
your life? 

This familiar story is an invitation to claim the peace of
Christ as you remember His power to calm the storms in
your life. It is also a reminder to keep your heart soft as
you trust Jesus when storms arise. Every storm you face is
an opportunity to build your faith and trust in Jesus as you
call on His name and find Him able to speak peace. He is
your peace, and He is calling you to keep your heart soft
and unoffended as you trust Him—even in the storms.

Respond
Are you facing a storm in your life? Examine your heart in
the presence of the Lord and ask Him to show you if you
have taken offense toward Him in any way. If so, repent of
your offense and ask Him to cover you with his peace. 

Week 2 | Day 2
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Be at Peace … 
He Is Pleased with Us

Peace

Key Verse
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
to those on whom His favor rests.” (Luke 2:14)

Read
Luke 2:8-14

Reflect
As far as announcements go, this one was pretty epic. God
pulled out all the stops and gave the shepherds quite a
spectacle. I imagine that this announcement was based on
what God knew humankind needed to hear most … peace.
In essence, God is declaring, “Be at peace! I am pleased
with you!”

We enact all sorts of human programs for peace…whether
it’s internal or external. There are probably as many
answers to what brings someone peace as there are
people in the world. Consider the following attempts at
peace…
•Being good and doing good
•Feeling loved and being helpful
•Achieving a goal or purpose
•Observing beauty
•Gaining understanding of something
•Keeping yourself safe and secure 
•Avoiding pain
•Fighting for justice
•Avoiding conflict

While all those things might bring about some measure of
peace, if we attempt such things without an experience
with the Prince of Peace Himself, we have a temporary
peace of our own making. One of the last things Jesus said
to His disciples was “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to
you…” (John 14:27). When we experience the peace Christ
gives, we find that it has been planted inside us, and we
also find it overflowing from us into our world, our
relationships, and our circumstances. 

One of the ways we can experience the peace of Christ is
by being assured of our identity in Him. Ephesians 1 tells
us we are chosen for His good pleasure. Jeremiah 31:3 says
we are “loved with an everlasting love. " John 15 tells us that we
are His friend. Isaiah 43:1 says that God has called us by
name and we are His. These Scripture passages along with
many, many more tell us what He thinks of us. Once those
truths sink deep into our awareness, the programs we’ve
been using for peace find themselves fulfilled through
Him and not through any effort of ours. In Christ, you are
loved and you are valuable. Be at peace. He is pleased with
you. 

Respond
1. Which of those programs for peace most resonates with
the way you find yourself searching for peace? 

2. Set aside some time to sit with Jesus and ask Him the
question, “What are your thoughts about me?” Listen for
His voice. 
3. Visit the website below for more "Who I am in Christ"
statements:

Week 2 | Day 3

Written by Jess Allan
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Peace for Everyday

Peace

Key Verse
“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give
to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)

Read
John 14:25-31

Reflect
Dear friends, I encourage you to read that passage of
scripture again and to hear it as though Jesus were
speaking to you personally. Hear His promise: “Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give you.” Take a moment to
receive His peace, perhaps breathing mindfully and
opening your hands in a posture of reception. When you
are ready, continue reading. 

Sometimes it is difficult to accept the gift of peace Jesus
promises. Life is full, and we are pulled many directions.
Sometimes terrible things happen and we just want to
say, “Jesus, you don’t get it! Peace can’t actually fit in my
life right now!” Sometimes, although I believe with my
mind that Jesus has peace for me, I do not actually believe
in a real peace which has a place within the difficulty and
normalcy of my life. 

Let us focus now for a moment on the context of Jesus
saying these things. This promise appears in Jesus’
discourse during the Last Supper. Just a few paragraphs
before this promise, Jesus predicts His betrayal. A bit
later, that same night, Jesus is betrayed. Jesus is aware that
the next few days will be very, very difficult. He is aware
that they will lead to fear and confusion for His disciples,
those to whom He is promising peace. Is Jesus just crazy?
Or is this peace something totally separate from
circumstances?

Friends, let’s try today to view our circumstances in light of
Jesus’ peace. Do your circumstances really have the power
to thwart Jesus’ peace? He does not give as the world gives
but gives more than we need. He does not give only when
we light the candles and put on the worship music, but
even as we go to work, run errands, and shovel the snow.
This is a theme of the incarnation, which we celebrate this
season. Jesus is not only for the “spiritual” moments, but
for everyday—even the difficult days. The incarnation is
so surprising, it almost seems inappropriate to talk about:
when God visited earth, He did not come as a hippy with a
daisy crown, but as a bundle of everyday chores: a baby!
Mary’s ministry to Jesus looked like changing diapers,
nursing Him, and bathing Him, at least for the first years of
His life. Though, to us it seems mundane, Mary was doing
the greatest spiritual work of her day—raising the Savior of
the world! So let us not be tempted to believe that Jesus and
His peace is not for our “normal” lives. Jesus came to our
own world—the one that fills our schedules and pulls us in
many directions, and He experienced the worst of it, even
being murdered for our sakes. Though He is the King of
Light, He is no stranger to darkness. Though He is the
Prince of Peace, He is no stranger to trials. So let us invite
Him in, to bring His peace to each dirty dish, each errand,
even each dark moment. 

Respond
Return, once again, to Jesus’ promise: “Peace I leave with
you; my peace I give you.” Close your eyes and breathe in
the peace He is offering you in this very moment. Visualize
His peace entering you as you inhale, and your worry and
busy-ness exiting you as you exhale. Take some moments
to actively receive God’s peace. As you move throughout
your day, return to this breath metaphor. When you notice
anxiety, take just a moment to look to Jesus and “breathe
in” His peace. Carry this throughout your day. 

Week 2 | Day 4
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Peace that 
Reassures the Heart

Peace

Key Verse
“And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7)

Read
Philippians 4:4-13

Reflect
Recently, I was traveling on Interstate 79 while it was
dark, and I hit a deer. I immediately began to worry and
to become anxious about what had just happened.
Questions started to flood my mind. Can I make it off the
highway? Is my car totaled? My car must be totaled (when
I got out and looked at the damage). How can I afford to
buy another car right now when prices are so inflated?

As I calmed down, verse six of this passage came to mind
– “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to
God.” As I began to pray, thankfulness crept into my
prayer. I was thankful that I was not hurt, I was thankful
that no one else was with me, I was thankful that there
were no other cars around me, and I was thankful that I
was right by a rest area. Even though I was in the middle
of a frustrating situation, God began to give me a peace
that I did not thoroughly understand. Just in case you
were wondering, as I am writing this devotional, my car is
being repaired. 

The peace I experienced in that moment is the peace
which we see in verse seven. For many, peace is simply
the absence of conflict. 

However, there is a peace that God promises to all of us
that has nothing to do with the absence of conflict. Let’s dig
into this verse a little deeper. 

“And the peace of God” - The word peace in the Bible is
often defined as quietness or rest. The Amplified Bible
uses the term “that peace which reassures the heart.” When
you consider these meanings, you understand this peace
gives you a sense of quietness or reassurance of heart that
God will come through. I love also that this verse says the
peace of God. This peace reflects who God is. Since God is
never rattled or anxious over any situation, He is sharing
that part of His character with you.

“which transcends all understanding” – The word
“transcends” means to surpass, exceed, excel. The word
“understanding” means your mind or reason. The peace
that you will receive from God, at times, will not logically
make sense.
 

“will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” -
This peace will work to defend your mind from all
invaders. It will take whatever defensive or offensive
action is necessary to protect your heart and mind.

Respond
Is there a situation that you are going through that you
need to give over to God? Remember, the quietness or rest
of God, which surpasses any understanding of your mind
or anything you can reason, will guard your heart and
mind, and will take whatever measures are necessary to
keep them at peace. This is the kind of peace God offers.
It’s not a passive peace but an active peace that is fighting
on your behalf. I encourage you to rest in that peace today.

Week 2 | Day 5
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God’s Gift of Joy 

Joy

Key Verse
“The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty One who
will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will
quiet you by His love; He will exult over you with loud
singing.” (Zephaniah 3:17 ESV)

Read
Zephaniah 3:14-20

Reflect
The third gift we want to unwrap is God’s gift of JOY. I
was watching one of the episodes of The Chosen in which
Jesus and His disciples are attending a wedding at Cana in
Galilee. (See John 2:1-12) It depicts Jesus laughing and
dancing. He really was enjoying Himself! I jokingly said
to my wife, “Jesus is having too much fun.”
Unfortunately, many Christians view Jesus as always
somber and serious as He carries out His ministry. Does it
bother you to think of Jesus, the Son of God, as being
joyful and happy? Have you considered that joy is an
attribute of God? An integral part of His character?

In Zephaniah 3:17 there are four “joyful” words – rejoice,
gladness, exult, singing. All these words refer to the
LORD and what He does. In fact, the Hebrew term
translated “rejoice” or “delight” in other translations,
means literally “to frolic”, “to jump up and down and clap
hands.” Are you able to picture God frolicking? This
doesn’t seem very dignified, but this joy is tempered by
His love and holiness. It is a majestic joy.

This godly joy is not limited to God the Father. On the
night before He was crucified, Jesus was able to pray to
the Father for His disciples, “Now I am coming to You. I told
them many things while I was with them in this world so they
would be filled with my joy." (John 17:13 NLT) 

Paul tells us that joy is the fruit of the Holy Spirit.
(Galatians 5:22) Joy permeates all three Persons of the
Trinity. Wayne Grudem in his book Systematic Theology
calls this attribute blessedness indicating that “…God is
perfectly happy, that He has fullness of joy in Himself.”
(p.218)

Joy is a communicable attribute of God. This means that it
is not something that is reserved only for God. It is
something that He shares with His children. Joy is not just
an attribute that God possesses; it is an attribute that He
imparts to His children. The moment you believe in Jesus
Christ as your Savior, you receive the Holy Spirt. As a
result, you are a recipient of His joy, a recipient of His
blessedness.

I have a friend who always responded “blessed” when I
would ask her, “how are you?” Her answer was always the
same regardless of the circumstances. Blessedness is the
mindset we need in order to face our trials and difficulties
and still be joyful. Blessedness is not a mere feeling of
happiness. It is rather the state of being well off; with a
deep and abiding reason to rejoice. Pastor Rick Warren
defines biblical joy as “…the settled assurance that God is in
control of all the details of my life, the quiet confidence
that ultimately everything is going to be alright, and the
determined choice to praise God in every situation.” Look
back at our key verse and note the promises linked to our
joyful God – He is present with you; He is mighty and will
save you out of every circumstance; He will quiet you with
His love. You may not feel happy because of your
circumstances, but you are blessed. 

Respond
Since God is joyful according to scripture, how does this
impact our concept of God? How does it affect how we
approach Him? Try responding to the question “how are
you?” with “I am blessed.” How is that a better response
than the normal responses we give to that question?

Week 3 | Day 1
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The Joy of Arrival

Joy

Key Verse
“Simeon took him in his arms and praised God … [Anna]
gave thanks to God …” (Luke 2:28, 38)

Read
Luke 2:21-39

Reflect
There was an old Hallmark Christmas commercial from
2010 that featured Elsie Fisher counting down the days,
hours, and minutes to Christmas. She gleans her
information from a countdown to Christmas ornament
on the tree, and she lets everyone she meets know the
official clock reading – while she eats a sandwich, while
she’s supposed to get to the bus for school, while waking
up her mom far too early on a weekend, and even while
brushing her teeth with her brother before bed! She is
enamored by the countdown to that special celebration
she is anticipating on Christmas Day. Have you ever had
to wait for something?

Maybe you waited by the door for a special Amazon
package to arrive. Maybe you were counting down the
days until your birthday. Maybe you watched the clock at
school or work hoping the hands would speed up to get to
the weekend. Maybe you were waiting by the phone for
test results. Maybe you were watching the numbers of the
microwave hoping your popcorn would finish before the
next play of the football game. We’ve all had to wait.
Waiting isn’t always fun, but there is something about
expectancy that winds up all our senses. And there’s
something fabulous when the time finally arrives and the
wait is over!

In the Old Testament, biblical characters are waiting with
great anticipation for the arrival of the promised
Messiah. 

They know He is coming, but when? They long with
eagerness for the prophesies to be fulfilled.

In the passage we read from Luke 2 today, we are
introduced to Simeon and Anna from the New Testament.
They are elderly saints who have waited their whole lives
to meet the Messiah. Simeon has been told that he will get
to lay eyes on Him before he passes from the earth! Anna, a
widow for years, has carried out her days in the temple
worshipping the Lord and fasting as she longs for the
Messiah’s appearance.

What a day it must’ve been. Simeon is “moved by the Spirit …
into the temple courts” (v. 27). I wonder if he even asked Mary
and Joseph to hold baby Jesus or if pure joy overtook him
as his eyes peered on the One he had longed to meet for so
many years. “Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God …”
(v. 28). Having seen this blessing, Simeon has crossed off
everything on his bucket list! 

Anna is right behind Simeon. “Coming up at that very
moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all
who were looking forward to the redemption of Israel,” (v. 38).”
Can you imagine her joy in sharing with everyone around
her that the Messiah has arrived!

Respond
Even though Jesus came many years ago, wouldn’t it be
wonderful if we lived these December days with the same
expectation of His arrival that captured Simeon and Anna?
What impact would that captivation have on our
celebration this year?

And beyond that, what if we lived with this anticipation for
His second coming? How would that eagerness change our
approach to life? With whom would we want to share that
joy?

Week 3 | Day 2
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Finding Joy 
in Your Trials

Joy

Key Verse
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trials of many kinds” (James 1:2).

Read
James 1:2-18

Reflect
Have you ever faced a grueling trial and wondered how
you would make it to the other side? Maybe you lost a
loved one, lost a job, or lost your sense of security. You
might have been walking through a season of extreme
physical suffering, emotional turmoil, or relational
discord. Regardless of the trial, considering it “pure joy”
probably didn’t come easily.

Like many families, our family has endured some
unexpected trials throughout the past two years. We've
been forced to adjust to “new normals” on many levels.
We’ve faced stressful job situations, school shutdowns,
social isolation, financial fallout, and plenty of
disappointments. Our hopes and plans have changed.
We’ve scratched vacations and realized that the ministry
endeavors we dreamed about aren’t possible in this
season.

I don’t particularly enjoy surprises. When God permits a
surprising trial in my life, I tend to grumble and resist the
unexpected change. I find it difficult to set aside my plans
and receive God’s unforeseen assignments. For this
reason, James’ words challenge me deeply. Finding joy in
life’s trials doesn’t come easily.

However, experience is teaching me that the trials I resist
(and complain about) are God’s tools for developing my
endurance and helping me become mature and complete. 

I felt overwhelmed with stress and uncertainty when our
finances took a hard blow last year. I wasn’t thrilled about
setting aside my plans so that I could teach my children
when the school shut down. I wrestled with fear when our
family’s job stability became uncertain. However, looking
back, I see how these trials deepened my faith, built my
endurance, and helped me grow in maturity. 

The idea of finding joy in the trial you are facing might
feel impossible. You might be desperate for a change of
circumstances. Maybe you’ve decided that you need a
reprieve more than you need to become “mature and
complete” through this trial. 

Let James’ words gently encourage you not to lose heart.
God will use this trial to shape your heart in ways you
would never experience on the mountaintops of ease and
comfort. Lean into Him and ask Him to help you trust His
purposes. Keep your heart soft, and He will use this trial to
mold you to the image of His beloved Son. It probably
won’t be an easy road, but it will be worth every step of the
journey.

Respond
Today, take a moment to consider the greatest trial you are
currently facing. Thank God for His promise to use trials
to build endurance and make you mature and complete.
Ask Him to give you a glimpse of joy as you press forward.
He is shaping your character to match your calling. 

Week 3 | Day 3
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Suffering Turns to Joy

Joy

Key Verse
“But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings
of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when His glory is
revealed.” (1 Peter 4:13)

Read
1 Peter 4:12-19

Reflect
In the year 2020, many people were forced to confront
the idea of suffering head on. Among the pandemic, the
election, the economy, and the many other difficult
things happening around the world, it seemed that
suffering was everywhere. It was overwhelming and
alarming. Following the 2020 news and Facebook
regularly, it was no secret why depression was overtaking
many, and the suicide rates were skyrocketing. On top of
that, there was personal suffering - co-workers died, close
friends got cancer, jobs were lost, and businesses closed,
causing many to become hopeless.

2020 was also a time of deep, personal suffering for our
family. After a 10-year heroin addiction, our daughter,
Jenny, lost her battle, and died of an overdose on June 1st.
Global suffering now turned very personal and entered
our life in a violent, awful way. Our family met suffering
head on, and it was the most painful thing we have ever
gone through. I spent countless hours trying to make
sense of something that was impossible to understand. I
needed some good reason why our prayers weren’t
answered, and death did not pass over us. I needed
something to make sense of the pain and the grief we
were feeling. Psalm 34:18 says, “The Lord is close to the
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

We definitely felt God’s closeness and love during that
time, but we needed to see His Glory revealed to help us
understand why this suffering came our way. 

God and His Glory showed up in an amazing way – one
that we never could have expected. Fifteen years ago, we
had a falling out with one of our daughters. After several
tense, difficult disagreements (with fault on both sides), she
walked out of our lives. We weren’t invited to her wedding.
There were no joyful holiday memories made. Her siblings
didn’t get to share in her life. It was heartbreaking, and we
prayed for fifteen years that she would come back, and we
could make things right. We felt we had done all we could
do, but it was irreconcilable. I am sad to say that I had
pretty much given up hope that anything would change or
that we would ever get her back. 

Then Jenny died. We called to tell our daughter, and she
came to the house and participated in the grieving we did
as a family and in the funeral service. Miraculously, God
healed the long-standing wounds in our family and our
daughter was completely reconciled to us. A year later she
is still here bringing us joy and giving us grateful hearts.
Suffering still hurts. It is still overwhelming. It sometimes
lingers. Believing that God is ALWAYS good and trusting
Him to bring His Glory into our situation prepares us to
receive His amazing blessings, right in the middle of our
pain. Redemptive suffering is some of God’s best
handiwork

Respond
If you aren’t going through suffering now, you will at some
time in the future. When you do, rather than ask God why
this is happening, ask Him to reveal His Glory to you in the
midst of your suffering. You may be a person that has
never fully grieved your suffering because you question
whether or not God is good. Reflect on this, and ask God to
show you His goodness in the land of the living (Psalm
27:13) 

Week 3 | Day 4
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Inexpressible Joy!

Joy

Key Verse
“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him; and even
though you do not see Him now, you believe in Him and
are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,” (1 Peter
1:8)

Read
1 Peter 1:1-9

Reflect
Dear friends, as we reflect on the events of Advent, we
behold the miracle of God made flesh among us. And yet
even as we behold, a longing is awakened within us who
have not seen Jesus. We long to see and to hear and to
experience Jesus in a tangible way. I confess, sometimes
the distance between us and the days Jesus walked the
earth seems too much to overcome with the bridge of
faith. 

“Though you have not seen Him, you love Him.” Hear these
words of encouragement from Pastor Peter, the first
leader of the church. Peter, seemingly aware of his
privilege as a close friend of Jesus, acknowledges us—that
we believe though we have not seen. The people to whom
Peter wrote, like us, placed their faith in Jesus because
they had heard of His life, not seen it. Because of their
new faith they were experiencing much suffering and
difficulty. Yet still they believed and loved Jesus, and this
filled them with “an inexpressible and glorious joy.” 

Most of us do not face suffering and persecution for our
faith. Yet, because God’s kingdom is not fully here, there
are moments of doubt and darkness that can test our
faith. Peter does not ignore trials in his letter to the
persecuted believers. 

He does not tell them to “believe harder” or to even “have
more faith.” Rather, he points his readers (and us) to the
fact that we have been born again, and that salvation is
guarded by God’s own power. Peter likens trials to the fire
that tests gold. In this view, the gold is never at stake and
never under threat of being destroyed. The only effect fire has
on gold is refinement, and this is cause for joy. As we
experience hardship, let us be encouraged that our faith is
not at stake. God is not putting us through a test to see if our
faith will pass or fail. Rather, he is guarding our salvation
and doing a work within us that “may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (v.7).
The only things which burn in trials are those which were
not “gold” to begin with. So let us take heart!

As we realize these things, we are thrown into an
inexpressible joy—we are untouchably guarded and
unwaveringly steadfast in trials because of our love for
Him who we have not seen! When we encounter difficulty,
do we understand it as an opportunity to choose joy? An
opportunity to choose faith that Jesus is guarding us, and will
not allow anything born of the Kingdom to be destroyed?
Do we, ultimately, love Jesus though we may not see Him
in our circumstances? 

Beloved, you are loved down to the very core of who you
are, and this is untouchably true—nothing can separate you
from the love with which you are loved. 

Respond
Take a moment to consider what challenges or trials you
have experienced or are experiencing. How can you re-
frame your posture within those trials to believe you are
fully loved? How can you change your view of God? And
ultimately, how can you shift your eyes to Jesus, that joy
might define you, even in the hard circumstances? 

Week 3 | Day 5
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God’s Gift of Love    

Love

Key Verse
“Whoever does not love does not know God, because God
is love.” (1 John 4:8)

Read
1 John 4:7-12

Reflect
The fourth gift that we want to unwrap is God’s gift of
LOVE. There are times when the English language falls
short of fully expressing what we mean. We say, “I love
apple pie,” “I love my new car,” “I love you.” Obviously,
the love we have for our favorite dessert, our car, and our
significant other are different (hopefully). Basically, we
have one word to express all kinds of love.

The New Testament was written in Greek, a rich
language, with different words to express different
shades of meaning for the same concept. Greek has no
less than four different words that can be translated as
love. Storge is not used in the Bible but was used by the
Greeks to express family affection. Eros, the root word of
the English “erotic” encompasses sexual and romantic
love. Philia appears in the Bible and is used to describe
friendship or brotherly love. Paul exhorts us to “be devoted
to one another in brotherly love.” (Romans 12:10) It is the root
word for “Philadelphia” and “philanthropic.”

The most common New Testament word for “love” is
agape, and the Greeks used it to describe a general
empathy or lovingkindness towards others. However,
Jesus and the other biblical writers elevate agápē love to a
whole other level.

First, God is the source of agápē love because He is agápē
love. It is part of His character; it is who He is. God the
Father loves us with agápē love. (John 3:16) 

Jesus loves us with agápē love (Revelation 1:5), and agápē
love is the first in the list of the fruit of the Holy Spirit
(Galatians 5:22). This love is an integral part of God’s being.
God’s love is available to all but can only be experienced by
those who draw near to Him through Jesus Christ. 

Second, God is the standard for agápē love. God’s love is a
sacrificial love. God loved us so much that He gave His only
Son, Jesus Christ, to save us from our sins. God’s love is
underserved love. It was while we were yet sinners and
enemies, that God loved us and Jesus died for us. God’s
love is unconditional. We are the objects of His love despite
our disposition toward Him. God’s love is merciful and
gracious. By His mercy He does not give us what we deserve,
and by His grace He gives what we do not deserve –
salvation.

Third, we need to understand the essence of agápē love. We
commonly think of “love” as an emotion. There certainly
is an emotional element to agápē love, but it is more than
this. William Barclay wrote: “This agape, this Christian love,
is not merely an emotional experience which comes to us
unbidden and unsought; it is a deliberate principle of the
mind, and a deliberate conquest and achievement of the
will.” (New Testament Words, p.21) Agápē love is a choice and
is demonstrated through action. It requires faithfulness,
commitment, and sacrifice without expecting anything in
return.

Respond
1.  How has this changed your understanding of what it
means to love someone with agápē love? 

2.  It is easy to love the lovable (Matthew 6:46). Choose
someone you know who is “less lovable.” What practical
steps can you take this week to express God’s love for that
person?

Week 4 | Day 1
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A Love as Big as God’s   

Love

Key Verse
“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your
Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:44-45a)

Read
Matthew 5:43-48

Reflect
Not many of us can say we have enemies…not in the way
we typically think of the word anyway. I mean, when is
the last time you heard that word spoken out loud? The
only time I can identify hearing it in recent history is on
cop shows when they have asked if the victim “had any
enemies.” 

But if we look at what Webster has to say on the topic, I
think we can find something that resonates, especially in
today’s climate. The dictionary defines an enemy this
way: “one that is antagonistic to another; especially: one
seeking to injure, overthrow, or confound an opponent.”

“One that is antagonistic to another.” Does that ring true?
Granted, the “especially” part gives rise to the way we
typically think about enemies, but the basic definition is,
I think, something we can relate to. There is a lot of
antagonism out there. Have you turned on the TV lately?
Have you scrolled through your Facebook feed? Have
you been privy to a conversation at work between people
who have opposing views? Have you been part of that
conversation yourself?

I am not at all suggesting that people should not express
differences of opinion. I don’t think that’s what Jesus is
saying either. As we look at this passage, I see Jesus telling
us that we should handle those who are antagonistic
toward us differently; differently than the way the world
does it. Look down through this passage and pick out the
words Jesus uses to communicate how we should treat
those antagonists in our lives. I’m reading the New Living
Translation and I’m seeing words like LOVE, PRAY, KIND,
PERFECT. Jesus tells us that the way we relate with those
who disagree with us HAS to be different than the way the
world does it. Otherwise, what kind of message are we
sending about the difference He makes in our lives?

What does this have to do with Christmas? Jesus is calling
us to love in a way that is not natural to our character; it is
difficult. But love IS natural to His character-the Bible tells
us that “God is love.” Jesus stepped out of Heaven to come
here as a tiny helpless baby to show us the way to the
Father. What an immeasurable gift of love that is! When
we know Him and walk in relationship with Him, He
brings our character more and more in line with His. We
can then give others, even our enemies, a gift of love-HIS
gift of love- through us. Isn’t it amazing that He allows us
to be a vessel for Him in this way?

Respond
Who did you think of as you were reading this Bible
passage and devotional? I’m sure someone popped into
your mind. Spend some time in prayer, asking God how
you can love that person, even in the midst of whatever
their situation is. Pray for that person, and be determined
to show that person kindness this week. Christmas is a
beautiful season that brings God’s love into focus. Be
mindful this week to share HIS love with the person that
He brought to your mind. 

Week 4 | Day 2
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Confidence through God’s Love

Love

Key Verse
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us.” (Romans 8:37)

Read
Romans 8:31-39

Reflect
 At a very early age I fell in love with the game of soccer. I
started playing in elementary school and played up
through college. I also played in different leagues after I
was out of college. As I worked at the foundational skills
of soccer, and my coaches taught me how to play the
game, I became more and more confident each time I
walked out onto the field. By the time I was in college, I
knew who I was as a player, and I was confident that I
would be successful against not only the easy opponents
but also the difficult ones.

As you read through these verses in Romans chapter
eight, they should give you confidence in who you are in
Christ, and the ability to succeed when your life seems to
be going well and when there are struggles. In this
passage we see two main questions asked and then the
answers given.

Who condemns us? If you have a relationship with Christ,
then no one can! In fact, Christ died, was raised to life, is
seated at God’s right hand, and is right now interceding
for us.

Can anything separate us from Christ’s love? There is
nothing that you can go through in this world that can
separate you from Christ’s love.

God is the Creator. He is also the sovereign ruler over all
creation. Nothing happens but that which He has ordained
to bring about His purpose. Nothing in all creation falls
outside of His control, and so we can be assured that His
purposes will be achieved. We can have absolute
confidence that we will be more than conquerors
regardless of what may come our way. 

This confidence is the possession of every Christian, of
everyone who is the object of God’s love. This love of God
is manifested only in and through Jesus Christ. We cannot
be assured of His love apart from faith in His Son, Jesus
Christ. Jesus is the evidence of God’s love. He is the sole
expression of God’s love regarding salvation. To reject
Jesus Christ is to spurn the love of God. To receive Jesus
Christ as Savior is to be confident that nothing in all the
world can separate us from His love in Christ.

Let’s take a moment and look at our key verse. Ponder on
the expression “conquerors. The Bible does not promise to
make “copers” out of us, but conquerors. It is not enough to
trudge through life merely enduring our adversity. God
does not promise to take us out of our afflictions, but He
does promise that we will emerge from them victorious.
We will be victorious in the sense that we will grow in our
faith, hope, and love. We will conquer in that we will
become more like Christ due to our sufferings. We will
conquer in that God’s purposes will be achieved through us
and others will see the grace of God at work in our lives.

Respond
We cannot be stood against, we cannot be charged, we
cannot be separated, and we cannot be conquered! We are
as secure in Christ as Christ Himself is secure in the Father!
These truths should give us incredible confidence in who
we are in Christ. That confidence should push us onward
to declare Him, and His great love for us, at every
opportunity! 
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No Fear in Love

Love

Key Verse
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.
For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears
has not been perfected in love.” (1 John 4:18)

Read
1 John 4:13-19

Reflect
As a child I was raised by a very domineering stepfather.
My childhood was characterized by my behavior
displeasing him, to which he responded with anger,
power, and control to get me to back down and submit to
his authority. The pattern was always the same. I would
do something that displeased him, he would “power up”
on me, and eventually he would gain control after I
backed down. I constantly feared when I might set him
off next, and often didn’t know how to predict what
might trigger a negative response. In my teenage years I
grew angry, often responded with stubbornness, and that
came out in always needing to have the last word. My
stubborn heart and my mouth became my weapons of
survival. I remember once speaking out to him after I was
married and being smacked across the face because
“powering up” no longer worked for him. He had to
resort to physical punishment because control and power
no longer worked for him.

When I received Christ as an adult, one of the areas that I
struggled in was believing that God was not the same as
my stepfather. As I became a Christian, I was determined
to be the best version that I could be. This is when the
striving began. I worked hard for God because I wanted
to keep His favor. I served everywhere I could just to
please Him. I often begged for forgiveness of my sins
because I didn’t want to lose His love. It was a desperate
attempt to be loved and accepted by God that was
exhausting and impossible to maintain. 

This striving worked most of the time, but sometimes I just
couldn’t keep up with this. The wounds from my family of
origin would pop out when I least expected them.
Someone at church would “power up” on me, and I would
get angry and stubborn. Suddenly, I’d have no self-control
over my mouth. I would say things I didn’t mean to say,
and then need to repent to earn favor back with God.
Sadly, this pattern also showed up in my parenting. I often
used control, manipulation, and guilt to get my kids to
behave the way I thought that they should. They didn’t fear
my being physical to gain control, but often they feared
that they would disappoint me or lose my love. I became
like Paul who said, “For I do not do the good I want to do, but
the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on doing.” (Romans 7:19)

Through much soul care and healing, God revealed
Himself as the loving, good Father that He is. Over time, I
healed those deep wounds and realized there really is no
fear in love. I stopped fearing that He was going to punish
me if I stepped out of line or dreading that I might
somehow lose His love. My heart became more aligned
with His in how to deal with people in a healthy way that
was no longer characterized by control and manipulation.
It has taken a lot of time and trust, as well as forgiveness,
but I am definitely not the person I used to be – praise
God!

Respond
Read the verse above again and ask yourself, is there fear
connected to love for me in any area of my life? Do I fear
losing the love of anyone, or even of losing God’s love if I
don’t behave in a way that I think I should? When I mess
up or commit a sin, do I fear punishment from God, or do
I expect healthy, loving discipline? Sit with the Lord in this
and ask Him to show you the roots of that fear. Ask Him to
take you on a journey of healing for that area and trust
Him to lovingly show you how to align your heart to His. 
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The Proof of God’s Love

Love

Key Verse
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)

Read
Romans 5:6-11

Reflect
Just recently I was helping my daughter study for a
science exam that she had the next day. Part of the exam
covered facts about the earth’s moon. I thought that a
lunar month was the time it took for the moon to
complete one full revolution around the earth and that
was what I taught my daughter. My daughter looked at
me and said, “Dad, that is wrong.” I was appalled. How
could I be wrong? (I say this tongue in cheek.) So, I said,
“Prove it.” She speaks up and asks our Amazon ECHO to
define a lunar month. She proved it! A lunar month and a
sidereal month are two different things. Don’t believe
me? Look for the proof!

When it comes to God’s love for us, there are many times
in our lives that we want the proof. It is our human
nature. We continually doubt that anyone could love us
especially someone that knows everything about us. And
God has proved it and continues to prove His love for us
day by day. 

Look at Romans 5:8 again, “But God demonstrates His own
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
In this short verse, the apostle Paul gives us incredible
insight into the love of God. How does God love? Does He
love me? Who does God love? What does God’s love look
like? It is all there in what I would call a bombastic “one-
liner” verse. God proves His love.

The word “demonstrates” means “to show, illustrate by
example, prove.” God does not just tell us that He loves us.
He doesn’t stop with words or with just a promise. He
shows it. He proves it. Love always acts! He is a relentless
lover. He is always pursuing. God “demonstrates” His love
for us in a multitude of ways, but the greatest
demonstration of His love to us is in the death of Christ for
us. This verse explains what Jesus said in John 15:13 when
He told His disciples, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay
down one’s life for one’s friends.” What Jesus says in John 15,
He accomplishes in John 19. And here is what is shocking,
He demonstrates His love in the fact that He died for
sinners. Sinners?!

The kind of person that God shows his love to is surprising.
The verse lays it out plainly, “while we were still
sinners”.God sees all our sin. We probably only see 10
percent of our sin. God sees it all. Every one of us has
sinned and continues to sin. Our sin has ruined us. And yet
God sees all our sin, and in that condition, He says I have
died for that. You are free. In the midst of our sin, Jesus
died for us and saves us. I love how the apostle Paul writes
this. It starts in the present tense, God demonstrates. It then
moves to the past tense, Christ died for us.The death of
Jesus still continues to show us the love of God. The cross
continues to show us proof that God loves us. And that is
why Jesus came into this world! He was born to one day die
and prove, once and for all, the love of God to us. 

Respond
This week we celebrate the birth of Jesus. Jesus was born in
order to demonstrate God’s love for you once and for all.
For a moment, sit in silence and treasure God’s love for
you. He does not just tell you He loves you; He proves it.
Receive His love like a hug. Melt in His embrace and
celebrate that you are loved. Would you like to receive the
gift of God's salvation? Please see the next page.
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