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Trinity Episcopal Church on Capitol Square 

Columbus, OH 
 
Trinity Episcopal Church on Capitol Square is a House of Prayer for All People. We believe 
every person is a child of God, worthy of God’s love, and called to full participation and 
inclusion. Christ calls us to build a Beloved Community, inclusive of every sexual 
orientation, gender identity, gender expression, disability, economic status, intellectual 
ability, citizenship status, race, ethnicity, language, and nationality. In a world that often 
seeks to divide us, we find our unity with one another in Christ. 
 
Trinity has been in a period of transition and reflection since the retirement of our Rector 
of 24 years in 2021. The people of Trinity have duly discussed and given consideration to 
living into our Mission. Our pastoral size church (average Sunday attendance = 86) is 
growing in membership and diversity, and we are ready to call our 25th Rector to lead us in 
sacrament and work with us in ministry.  
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Who We Are 
 

Mission 
We believe that God calls us to 
worship, to welcome all, and to 
act for all in the name of Christ. 
 

Founded in 1817, we are in 
downtown Columbus, Ohio, 
across from the Ohio Statehouse. 
The present Trinity congregation 
numbers 267, of whom 5% are 
Black, 3% are Hispanic, 2% are 
Asian, and 90% are white. We 
have 42 children and youth, 113 
adults, and 112 senior adults. 
There has been a heartening 
increase in younger members in the last 3 years. The male/female gender ratio is 2:3, and 
about 17% of members identify as LGBTQ+. The majority of the congregation has attended 
or completed higher education or training. We live in more than 40 different zip-codes.  
 

In the two-year period since our Rector’s retirement, the Interim Priest-in-Charge has 
effectively addressed administrative needs and, with the assistance of an Associate Rector 
supported by a three-year diocesan grant, embarked on the congregation’s renewal. They 
have brought new energy to Trinity’s hallmarks: cooperation with other religious 
communities, connection with civic organizations, social outreach, and justice ministries. 
We have seen an increase of about 30 congregants in the past year. 
 

Members are attracted to Trinity to take part in traditional liturgy and worship, hear 
sermons and music, enjoy the beauty of the building, be in community with other 
Christians, and know that ALL persons are welcome. Additional factors that are important 
to parish life are: clergy leadership in liturgy, administration, pastoral care, and outreach.  
 

Future Direction 
Trinity has an opportunity—indeed, is called—to build the Beloved Community of Christ’s 
disciples by:  

• Addressing issues of racism and injustice, income inequality and affordable housing, 
and food insecurity and access to community services.  

• Increased collaboration with other local churches and community partners.  
• Reaching out to a rapidly increasing population of downtown Columbus.  
• Re-envisioning and maximizing the use of the parish house and undercroft to 

support the needs of our church and the community. 
• As committed as we are to this city, Trinity’s members also see ourselves in a global 

community, seeking to join the larger Communion’s responses to injustice, violence,  
and climate change.  
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Worship Services 
Trinity offers a traditional liturgy, rich preaching, excellent music, and a beautiful historic 
space; and in the past year has offered new opportunities for mid-day and evening 
worship, often more contemplative, informal and accessible to those unfamiliar with 
Episcopalian practice.  
 

• Sundays at 8:00 a.m. – Holy Eucharist: Rite II (Quiet Service; In Person Only)  
• Sundays at 10:30 a.m. – Holy Eucharist: Rite II (With Choir; Streamed Online) 
• Tuesdays and Thursdays at Noon – Holy Eucharist 
• First Wednesdays of the Month at 6:30 p.m. – Holy Eucharist 
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Ministries 
Speaking the gospel happens 
through our actions as much 
as our words. Our ministries 
directly connect us to the 
work the church was called to 
do. 
 

Ministries of Worship 
• Greeters give a warm 

welcome, and directions 
if needed, to all who 
enter the church. 

• Ushers carry the plate 
and guide the 
congregation. 

• Altar Guild prepares 
and cares for the altar, 
vessels, linens, silver, 
and candles. 

• Flower Guild creates 
floral decorations for the 
high altar and special 
arrangements for holidays and memorial offerings.  

• Lay Weeders maintain the grounds of the church in a seemly state. 
• The Worship, Music & Arts Committee organizes the Lay Eucharistic 

Ministers, Acolytes, Lay Readers, Crucifers, and Torch-Bearers who assist with the 
Eucharist; and provides Trinity’s Music Program: Choir, Guest Ensembles, 
Organist, and Special Concerts 

 
The Trinity Choir is the heart of musical offerings. Its members include professional singers, 
and experienced volunteer members, allowing for a wide variety in the choral repertoire 
presented on Sundays and special feast days. 
 
Ministries to Our Church Community 

• Pastoral Care Circle is our care of the community and follows Jesus’ teachings to look 
after one another. Clergy are always active in this ministry, and the congregation is 
also active in pastoral care, offering visits or calls to the homebound or grieving, rides 
to the church or medical appointments, or other services as needed.  

• Special Programs 
Our congregation shares its talents to enrich each others’ lives and build community. 
Members have given tours of the Columbus Museum of Art, the Newark Earthworks, 
and special art installations in Schiller Park; have hosted casual gatherings in their 
homes around the city; and have shared their musical talents at In the Garden. 
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Ministries to the Greater Community 

• In the Garden was started at Trinity 16 years ago, with an outdoor prayer meeting for 
homeless people at which a sandwich was supplied. It has grown into a program of 
hot sit-down meal service on Sunday afternoon for more than 100 organized by 
Trinity volunteers, and run by seven Episcopal church partners in turn. 

• The Largest Table is a 12-year ministry of St John’s United Church of Christ, which 
has recently lost its building. They have accepted Trinity’s offer of partnership, 
through which they will have the use of Trinity’s undercroft to serve a meal to the 
homeless on Wednesday lunchtimes. 

• Trinity participates in B.R.E.A.D. (Building Responsibility Equality and Dignity), a 
statewide organization comprised of 44 congregations of different faith traditions, 
who each year identify certain community needs, and build cases to put to city and 
state officials in an open public forum. Issues on which such overt push for change 
has been exerted are payday lending, abandoned housing, and affordable housing. In 
addition to meeting other faiths at B.R.E.A.D., Trinity has had interfaith dialogues with 
Jewish and Muslim leaders, and offered space to Columbus KTC Buddhists after their 
building burned. 

• ID Ministry—Trinity provides vouchers for state-issued IDs, which is an integral step 
toward obtaining housing and food for those in need. 

• Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon are both hosted at Trinity.  
• P.I.M.I.L.—Trinity is a participant in P.I.M.I.L. (Partners in Ministry in Liberia). For 20 

years a special collection has been made each month, specifically for directly 
sponsoring the education of orphans of war and pandemics in Liberia, and to bring 
them Christmas joy. 
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Service to the Local Political Community 
• Columbus Coalition for the Homeless Memorial Service 

On the longest night of the year, Trinity annually hosts this memorial service, at which 
the names of all those who have died in the streets in the last year are called and 
remembered. 

• Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Celebration 
For many years, Trinity has hosted this celebration on the third Monday in January, to 
which all members of the public are invited. 

• Partnership with Capital Crossroads 
The Capital Crossroads Special Improvement District (SID) is an association of 500 
commercial and residential property owners in the core 38 blocks of Downtown 
Columbus, founded in 2001. The focus in the Capital Crossroads SID is on safety, 
cleaning, landscaping, homeless outreach, wayfinding signage, and compiling the 
State of Downtown economic report.  
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Christian Formation  
As children of God, we are 
learners for life. We encourage 
healthy discussion and learning 
opportunities for all who come 
to Trinity.  
 
 
For Infants, Children, and 
Youth 
 

Nursery  
On Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
childcare is offered for infants 
and pre-schoolers. Trinity is 
exploring the possibility of 
expanding nursery care to 
include childcare during adult 
formation.  
 
Church School 
On Sundays at 10:30 a.m., 
children and youth are invited to 
learn and ask questions about 
faith and formation. Participants 
re-join the larger congregation 
for communion.  
 
 
Adult Formation 
 

Rise & Shine  
On Sundays at 9:15 a.m., in between the two services, learning and conversation takes 
place. Often features, clergy, lay leaders, and community members.  
 
Bible Study 
Often focused on the current liturgical season, Trinity clergy routinely offer three- or four-
part lessons that focus on studying the Bible and exploring our faith. Generally offered 
weekday evenings or during Rise & Shine.  
 
Special Series 
Trinity has begun to offer additional classes on Leadership Development and Life of the 
Faith in the Episcopal Church.  
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Our Next Rector 
Trinity is inviting a Rector who will inspire and teach us, and to work with us as we advance 
our historic church’s mission. The Rector will lead us in addressing community and social 
justice issues, collaborating with partners of all kinds in our evolving downtown.  
 

The parish has identified the following responsibilities  
as being the most important of the new Rector:  
• Being welcoming/outgoing 
• Pastoral care 
• Preaching 
• Worship and liturgy 
• Spiritual growth leader 
• Incorporating new members into church life 
• Administrative leadership 

 
The parish survey indicated that the following characteristics of a Rector as being the 
most important:  

• Welcomes new ideas and ways of doing things rather than adhering to tradition  
• Tends to be social and outgoing with a relaxed style rather than formal and reserved 
• Is reflective before making decisions, and shares decision making with lay-leaders 

and other members of the congregation 
• Encourages members to figure things out rather than providing step-by-step 

instructions  
 
The Rector will lead worship in the liturgies of the Episcopal Church tradition and be willing 
to try new ways of worship to make the Church, in general, and Trinity, specifically, relevant 
in people’s lives. The rector will preach to open the Scriptures, to connect with our diverse 
congregation, and to translate our faith into action for justice, mercy, health, and joy. 
 
The Rector will be our pastor, able to connect with people of different backgrounds and 
positions on their spiritual journeys: old, young, cradle Episcopalians, people new to 
organized religion. The candidate should bring experience in building community among 
new and existing members, within and beyond the church’s doors.  
 
The Rector will take an active role in addressing community and social justice issues, eager 
to collaborate with partners of all kinds to address the realities and opportunities of our 
downtown context.  
 
The Rector should be prepared for administrative leadership: a mindful steward of Trinity’s 
real and financial resources; embracing the importance of shared leadership and a 
problem-solving style that supports innovation; entrepreneurial in improving the functional 
capacity and creative use of an historic downtown church.  
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Financial Information 
Trinity Church enters 2023 grateful for our most secure financial position in more than a 
decade, reflecting attentive stewardship by vestry and clergy, as well as generous support 
from present and past donors. For two years, the parish has operated with a balanced 
budget. After a time of declining membership and the pandemic’s challenges, participation 
has rebounded, with two consecutive years of increased pledges, in both number and total 
amount of pledges.  
 

A gift received from a former member in fall 2022—the largest in two decades—has 
significantly increased the parish’s endowment, offsetting the recent volatility of investment 
markets, and allowing a reduction of the projected annual draw from reserves to seven 
percent. Another investment in Trinity’s future has come from a downtown business 
neighbor’s gift of $250,000 which is being directed to capital improvements to the church’s 
historic property. A three-year grant from the Diocese of Southern Ohio is supporting a full-
time Associate Rector, whose ministry is focused on congregational renewal and outreach 
to Columbus’ growing downtown community, and the Diocese has also provided generous 
assistance to Trinity’s In the Garden ministry, state ID program, and several capital needs. 
 

The income to achieve Trinity’s balanced 2023 operating budget of c. $559,000 is 
attributable primarily to pledges, planned distribution from the endowment, and diocesan 
grants; other sources include plate offerings and non-pledge contributions, rent, and 
special gifts. Expenses have been carefully monitored, providing support for clergy, 
administration and parish office, buildings and grounds, and diocesan mission share, as 
well as music, outreach, and education. Recent capital improvements have included 
upgrades to heating, ventilation, air conditioning, and lighting; roof repairs; new phone 
systems and fiber optics; and improvements of the undercroft meeting-space. 
 

 
 

 

2021 Actual 2022 Actual 2023 Budget
TOTAL REVENUE $490,799 $550,055 $559,223
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE $480,562 $544,259 $559,223
NET OPERATING INCOME $10,237 $5,796 $0

OPERATING REVENUE 2021 Actual 2022 Actual 2023 Budget
Pledge & Plate $249,960 $292,059 $257,450
Investment & Grants $192,213 $212,515 $250,283
Gross Rent $31,175 $30,440 $34,600
Other Income $17,451 $15,041 $16,890
TOTAL REVENUE $490,799 $550,055 $559,223

OPERATING EXPENSES 2021 Actual 2022 Actual 2023 Budget
Clergy $175,224 $236,511 $245,300
Administration/Office $91,916 $84,422 $91,894
Outreach & Mission Share $65,727 $64,698 $61,740
Music & Worship $47,857 $47,932 $56,923
Buildings & Grounds $67,587 $104,070 $90,448
Other $32,251 $6,626 $12,918
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE $480,562 $544,259 $559,223

NET OPERATING INCOME $10,237 $5,796 $0
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Trinity’s Endowment Funds comprise a portfolio of securities held by 5/3 Securities and a 
cash account used for draws authorized from the Endowment Funds. The attached chart 
reflects the Funds’ current value of $1.75 million and changes over a three-year period. The 
growth of the portfolio in 2021 reflected favorable market returns on stocks held and 
smaller-than-budgeted draw for operations. In 2022, despite the volatility of the investment 
markets, a single major gift greatly increased the Funds’ value at year-end. In recent years, 
the endowment committee and vestry have targeted an annual draw in the $130,000 
range; with the increased value of the Funds, the 2023 draw is anticipated at seven percent. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

0%

2%

4%

6%

8%

10%

12%

14%

16%

 $-
 $200,000
 $400,000
 $600,000
 $800,000

 $1,000,000
 $1,200,000
 $1,400,000
 $1,600,000
 $1,800,000
 $2,000,000

2019 2020 2021 2022

Endowment Year End Value and Annual Draw

Yr.-End Mkt Value Annual Draw Draw as % of Mkt Value



 
 

 
12 

 

 
 

Facilities 
Located across from the State Capitol, Trinity’s church is a historic Gothic revival building 
with an undercroft and an attached four-story parish house that includes office space. 
There are small gardens in front of—and along one side of—the church. 
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History of Trinity Church, 1817-2023 
In 1817 the Rev. Philander Chase rode the forest trail 
into the fledgling town of Columbus in the frontier 
state of Ohio. An evangelist of great energy, he soon 
organized Trinity as an Episcopal presence of about 30 
souls, much as he had St. John’s, Worthington, the first 
Episcopal church west of the Alleghenies.  
 

Trinity met in members’ homes, and was led by lay-
leaders, deacons and vestrymen, as the Rev. Chase 
was often away. Most members were Anglophone 
immigrants, and their families often intermarried. 
Their names are still found in Columbus: Goodale, 
Olmstead, Buttles, Kilbourne, and Neil. 
 

Methodists also had a church in Columbus, and Presbyterians had a large presence in 
Ohio. Differing from these, Trinity offered a moderate theology emphasizing free will, 
reason, practical godliness, and sacramental ministry. It also allowed dancing and the use 
of alcohol. The church ran a Sunday school, made clothing for the poor, and worked to 
raise devout children. Its mission, which remains today, was the promotion of worship, 
community, and social justice. 
 

In 1829 the first resident Rector arrived and was found to be a fervent “low” churchman. 
Services at Trinity before the Civil War were simple and austere. Over the years other 
Rectors have had different styles of ministry, including “high” churchmen who favored 
more elaborate liturgy, vestments, and choirs. The average period of service was about 
seven years, but varied widely. 
 

In 1833 Trinity’s first church building was completed, but after 30 years it had become too 
small. After the Civil War members included prosperous political and civic leaders who 
planned our present neo-Gothic building, dedicated in 1869.  By 1889 pew rental was 
thought too exclusive, and was dropped, but at the turn of the century the congregation 
was still mainly privileged, professional, and prosperous. Ninety percent of the 
congregation were native-born Americans. 
 

By the late 1950s, the people of Trinity had survived wars and economic depression, and 
were enjoying the stability of the “nuclear family.” The community was close-knit and 
populous. 
 

In 1976 Trinity was listed by the National Register of Historic Places, and its windows were 
deemed “worthy of preservation.” Two years later the beloved interior Columbarium wall 
was installed, and later expanded. 
 

In the following years social changes led to the flight of city residents and retail business 
into the surrounding communities, leaving downtown a center of mostly business and 
educational establishments. These years also saw an influx of ex-military men in poor 
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condition, seeking help with the basics of life. A bold 10-year effort toward social justice led 
Trinity to offer a home for Open Shelter, a downtown organization that offered a place to 
sleep without any preconditions. The number of church-goers was diminishing everywhere. 
 

Other social changes were at work, including the ordination of women in the Episcopal 
Church. Trinity’s first female priest was ordained in 1984. In 2006 the General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church (held at Trinity) elected a female Presiding Bishop. The Episcopal 
Church has a legacy of inclusion, and, in keeping with this affirmation of the love of God for 
all, Trinity has long welcomed the LGBTQ+ community.  
 

 
 

Columbus, Ohio 
Columbus, founded in 1814, is the capital of Ohio. With 1 million inhabitants, it is one of the 
fastest-growing cities in the Midwest, and the 14th largest city in the US. It was named one 
of the best cities for young people and families in 2023, as the cost of housing is below 
national average, schools are well-ranked, health care is excellent and widely available, and 
the violent crime rate is far lower than in other major cities in Ohio. 
 

Previous heavy industry has gone, and the major contributors to its economy 
are numerous institutions of higher education, health care, and scientific research. 
Investment in downtown redevelopment has allowed growth as a residential area, and 
further growth in population and economy are expected as a result of the Intel 
manufacturing facility soon to be built to the east of the city. 
 

There are many attractions in the arts, sports, and recreation. Visit 
www.experiencecolumbus.com for more information.  
 

 

https://www.experiencecolumbus.com/
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Diocese of Southern Ohio 
Trinity Episcopal Church on Capitol Square is part of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, the 
spiritual home to more than 18,000 Episcopalians in the southern part of the State of Ohio. 
The diocese includes 71 parishes in towns, county seats, and urban and suburban centers 
across the state. The diocese was created in 1875 out of a division of the Diocese of Ohio. 
The Right Rev. George Wayne Smith is Bishop Provisional. A Special Convention to elect the 
Tenth Bishop of Southern Ohio will be held on September 30, 2023.  
 

More information about the Diocese of Southern Ohio is available online: 
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org  
 

To Apply for Rector—Trinity Episcopal Church 
Application for this position should be made using the diocesan application found at this 
link: https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/job-opportunities  
 

Due to the confidential nature of the search process, we ask that all questions about the 
position or search process be directed to the Rev. Canon Michael Spencer, Canon for 
Transitions at mspencer@diosohio.org  
 

Parishioners and friends of the congregation may nominate clergy for consideration by 
sending names to Canon Spencer who will contact them directly. 
 

 

https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/
https://episcopaliansinconnection.org/job-opportunities
mailto:mspencer@diosohio.org
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