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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ON 

CAPITOL SQUARE 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 

 
AGENDA – 203RD   ANNUAL MEETING 

11:00 A.M. – JANUARY 31, 2021 
 

“Every member of the Parish, male or female, sixteen (16) years of age or older, who has been such member 
for six (6)  months preceding the election, and who has signed the Articles of Parochial Incorporation, and 
contributed to the support of the Parish in the mode it may through its Vestry appoint, shall be a lawful 
voter of the Parish; and any such voter may be elected a member  of the Vestry.”     [Trinity Parish by-
laws, Article 4] 

 

1. WELCOME, OPENING PRAYER 

2. CALL TO ORDER BY THE RECTOR 

     3. MINUTES OF 203rd  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
4. SIGNATURE OF THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

5. ELECTION OF A CLERK FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

6. APPROVAL OF THE ACTS OF THE CORPORATION 

7. NOMINATIONS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE CANDIDATES 

8. OPENING OF THE POLLS 

9. REPORTS TO THE PARISH 

A. RECTOR 

B. SR. WARDEN 

C. CONNECTIONAL MISSIONER 

D.  FINANCIAL REPORTS BY TREASURER 

I. ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE AT THE YEAR-END 2020 

II. INCOME AND EXPENSE SUMMARY 2020 

III. ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

F. PRESENTATION AND ACTION ON THE 2021 BUDGET 

10. REPORTS OF PARISH MINISTRY TEAMS AND ORGANIZATIONS 

11. OTHER BUSINESS 

12.  NECROLOGY 

13.  ADJOURNMENT, CLOSING HYMN AND BENEDICTION  
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MINUTES—202ND ANNUAL MEETING 

Minutes 202nd Annual Meeting 
January 26, 2020 -11:00 a.m 
 

Following a group singing of “This Little Light of Mine,” led by Catherine Cheek, the meeting was called to order by The Rev. 
Richard Burnett at 11:25 a.m.  
 

Election of clerk: Rachel Harris was appointed as Clerk by affirmation. 
 

Minutes of the 201st Annual Parish Meeting: The minutes of the 201st Annual Parish Meeting were made available to the at-
tendees and accepted by affirmation.  
 

Signature of the Articles of Incorporation:  The Articles of Incorporation of Trinity were made available for new signatories to 
sign, enabling them to vote on new officers and on issues presented at the meeting. 
 

Acts of Incorporation:  A motion to approve the Acts of the Corporation was explained by Jerry Sellman and was approved by 
affirmation.  
 

Nomination and Introduction of Candidates for Vestry: Candidates for the three open positions on the Vestry were introduced: 
Rachel Harris, Eli Redfern, and Nikki Wimsatt. Sasha Beyer is unable to complete her three year term, and Mary Guabauer has 
agreed to take on the remainder of her three year term. A motion to vote on the slate of candidates was put forth, seconded and 
the candidates were elected by affirmation. 
 

Introduction of Candidates for Wardens:  Brad Sturm, current junior warden; Phyllis Duryee has agreed to stand as junior war-
den. Both for two year terms. Candidates were elected by affirmation. Rev. Burnett offered a word of thanks to Rhoda and Brad 
for their service as wardens.  
 

Reports to the Parish:  
 

Reports to the parish were made as presented in the meeting materials.  
Treasurer Joel Norris presented the proposed budget for 2020. He noted that in 2019 there was a larger budget deficit than 

originally projected due to unexpected building repairs and staff expenses. An additional $37,000 was drawn from the 
endowment in 2019 to cover these expenses.  

A motion was made to pass the 2020 budget as presented. Andrew Grunauer noted concern that the 2020 budget proposes 

drawing significantly from the endowment to make up a deficit following the deficit that was approved and grew from 

initial projections in 2019. The motion to approve the budget was passed, with six votes dissenting.  
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CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY 
(Three persons for 3-year terms) 

Bill Mains 
 
A retired family practice physician in downtown Columbus, on Capitol 
Square. Degree of Bachelor of Science from Purdue University. Received 
a doctorate of medicine in France, and worked at the American Hospital 
in Paris Having lived, worked, and attended French schools in Paris for 
ten years., am fluent in French Have been active in several organizations. 
Was on the national board of governors for the Human Rights Campaign 
and was a past co-chair of the local annual dinner . Recipient of their na-
tional Equity award. I have been very active in my local community, Ger-
man Village, where I have been a resident for over 20 years, serving as a 
volunteer on numerous committees. Am a past chairman of the GO 
House and Garden Tour. I have been a recent member of Trinity, with a 
special interest in membership. I served in the Vestry of Trinity Church 
since 2009.-2011, and was elected Junior Warden in 2012. 
 

John Soderberg 
 
John Soderberg teaches archaeology at Denison University and lives in 
Whitehall with his wife, Melissa. His two children, Angus (Junior) and 
Philip (Freshman), attend Kenyon College in Gambier, OH. The Soder-
bergs have been members of Trinity for three years. Before moving to 
Columbus in 2013, John served as the warden, junior warden, and stew-
ardship chair of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Minneapolis.  

Alex Wenning 
 
Alex Wenning joined Trinity in 2018. He helps lead the Parish Life Com-
mittee, and has been a lector and greeter for the 8:00 a.m. service. Alex is 
a staff employee at The Ohio State University. Prior to moving to Colum-
bus, he lived and worked in the Dayton, Ohio, area for more than 15 
years. He formerly attended Christ Episcopal Church in downtown Day-
ton and was active in various ministries, including service as a lector, ush-
er/greeter, convention delegate, and vestry member. Alex enjoys working 
on home improvement projects and spending time with his family, 
friends, and pet cat (George).  
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RECTOR’S REPORT 
 — THE REV. RICHARD A. BURNETT 

 Dear People of Trinity Church 

This is my final Rector’s Report to Trinity’s Annual Parish 
Meeting, and as I offer my customary welcome to this the 
203rd Annual Meeting of Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Columbus, Ohio, I am mindful that it is my 23rd among you. 
Therefore, I ask that you receive it a bit differently this year. 
(But, why not? Everything has been ‘a bit different’ this year, 
right!?!) 

Two Sundays ago, following our online worship, I announced that I plan to retire as your rector this 
coming spring. Please be assured that the wardens and vestry will make ample preparations for liturgical, 
pastoral, and ministry leadership following my final Sunday, May 30th – appropriately that’s Trinity Sunday 
in the Church Year! This decision could never be an easy one for me because I love the people of Trinity 
Church and the ecumenical/interreligious and community neighbors we have all around the city. My life 
has been deeply knitted with yours for nearly 24 years, and for that I thank God every day. As I said in my 
announcement, Katharine and I have learned much about God’s goodness by being with you in times of 
celebration, lament, discernment, and creative newness. We are more eager disciples of Jesus and his 
mission thanks to Trinity, Capitol Square. Therefore, we meet in this pandemic season, at a “Zoom-ed” 
Annual Meeting, to do work a parish is meant to do: report, review, renew, restore in the Spirit of God’s 
infinite possibilities for the future. 

I learned how to preside at annual meetings not in divinity school but as an assisting priest (‘curate’ in 
Anglican/Episcopal Church parlance), and I learned firmly what must be said in every annual meating 
always comes first…Here it is, as I have written in similar ways at every annual parish meeting (in three 
congregations) that I’ve chaired since 1987: 

This meeting has as its official business the election of three (3) vestry members, each to serve three-year 
terms. We will also approve the appointment of Trinity’s lay delegates to the annual convention of the 
Diocese of Southern Ohio. These elections and appointments insure that Trinity Church’s voice is heard at 
all levels of Episcopal Church life and that the lively spirit of this congregation enriches the ecumenical 
church. The actions we share today are important for our congregation and for an expression of Christian 
witness beyond this parish. 

We also give thanks for the many people who, in stressful and disorienting pandemic lockdown and 
dislocations, have led and served at Trinity as we continued worship, study, pastoral care, community 
ministry, and congregational connections in creative, new ways. Special thanks to both wardens, Brad 
Sturm and Phyllis Duryee, and the vestry. Happily, both wardens’ terms continue this year, and we look 
forward to ongoing skills and good counsel they all provide as Trinity moves into the process of interim 
pastoral leadership and then searching for and calling your 25th rector.  

Thanks also to outgoing vestry members Catherine Cheek, Mary Gahbauer, and David White. All three 
persons are well known to Trinity as Eucharistic Ministers serving for many years at the altar on Sundays. 
Catherine has brought infectious joy and musical beauty to worship times at Sunday afternoon’s In the 
Garden fellowship, and she has convened many Community Ministry efforts including Trinity’s BREAD 
Organization involvement and research projects. Our renewed St. Margaret’s Pastoral Care Circle, growing 
out of a pilot program Trinity offered through the Diocese of Southern Ohio more than 10 years ago, has 
been shaped in lasting and sensitive ways by Mary Gahbauer, whose vestry term ends today, but will surely 
be a central leader in myriad ways in this critically important transition time for this parish. And, of course, 
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how do we sum up the able and faithful witness of David White, whose vestry term ends today, as well?! 
David has been a consistent guide on our Finance Committee for many years, a staunch supporter and 
diligent worker with Mother Abby and the wonderful global ministry known as PIMIL (Partners in 
Ministry in Liberia), a delegate to countless diocesan conventions, and a caring colleague with several 
Trinity people exploring holy orders and discerning God’s Spirit moving in their lives. I will miss all these 
saints working on Trinity’s vestry and trust you will join me in thanking them for their faithfulness to God 
and to us all. 

By way of thanks…really, the essence of our life together since the Greek word for “thanksgiving” is 
EUCHARIST, and how we miss that sacramental connection during pandemic separation, and how we 
long to come together again in the fullness of Eucharistic joy and witness…I thank our whole staff. 
During the pandemic months of 2020, we all have been served astoundingly by our creative liturgy team 
who join me each week: Director of Music/Liturgist Kevin Wines, Connectional Missioner Stacey Kyser, 
and Deacon Craig Foster (appointed by Bishop Tom Breidenthal in June just as pandemic restrictions 
became a demanding and strange new ordinary for us all). This team’s resilience, imagination, candor, and 
gracious care for each other and the whole Trinity community truly glorifies God, and for that we are all 
blessed. Keeping the buildings and grounds in safe order in this challenging time are Sexton Tom Belcher 
and Buildings & Grounds Administrator Bob Wicks, and Rachel Friend continues to work with children & 
youth, and their families, in remarkable outreach learning experiences like PIMIL, the emerging 
partnership between Trinity, Columbus and St. Luke’s Episcopal in Merida, Mexico (fuller report found in 
this booklet), and direct service at In the Garden fellowship (both sit down meals pre-Covid and “Hot 
Lunch & Sandwiches TO-GO” in the midst of pandemic restrictions). My heartfelt thanks for all these 
people is amplified by a most particular ‘Thank You’ to my Administrative Assistant for all of my years at 
Trinity, Diane Donato. As with Tom Belcher, Diane was already working at Trinity to greet Katharine and 
me, along with my mother who lived in our Columbus home until her death. In ways seen and unseen, 
Diane offered me the kind of “blessed assurance” a new rector so often needs, to say ‘OK’ even when 
something else might be tempting and to say ‘No, I don’t think so’ when that’s really needed, as well. 
Diane, in countless ways, has been my colleague, my guide, my best laugh-exhibitor, and my trusted and 
dear friend. And, I sure will miss her! My only consolation is that she will be able to do it all over again 
when she welcomes the pastoral interim into the good and holy life of Trinity on Capitol Square. 

A final word on our common ministry in the Episcopal Church from one who thinks a lot about such 
things: I came to this Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement (Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s famous 
phrase) in college, learned to worship by way of exquisite prayers, realized that we are the body of Christ 
and that that Body makes us church in Jesus’ name, fell in love with the breadth and comprehension and 
expectation of eccentricities and profound courage that is The Episcopal Church at its heart. Of the five 
congregations I have served since beginning what’s still called The Practice of Ministry, Trinity in 
Columbus is the one that will always be home for me.  

Katharine joins me in offering thanks and prayers for your continued journey into the beauty and justice of 

holiness. 

 

 

 

 

Your rector and friend, 

Richard A. Burnett 
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We learned from the Diocese of Southern Ohio that before we can say, 
“Hello” to the 25th rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, we must say a 
healthy “Goodbye” to The Reverend Richard A. Burnett. This will be 
difficult for me to say goodbye to my friend and brother in Christ.  Dick, 
it has been a pleasure and an honor to walk the faith journey with you for 
nearly a quarter of a century. 

The coming year will bring many changes. I ask for the congregation’s 
patience and indulgence as we travel this road together. The wardens, 
treasurer and vestry will work closely with the diocese to manage the 
business of running the church. One of the areas of interest to the 
Diocese is for Trinity to be less financially dependent on the endowment 
to fund the operating budget. With help from the Diocese, the vestry will 
be tasked with prioritizing how we deploy our resources and reenergizing 
our giving of time talent and treasure to the mission of Trinity Church on 
Capitol Square. 

This journey will be uncomfortable at times. I remember a spiritual 
reflection given by Bishop Price at a diocesan council meeting, where he said, “Wherever we are is exactly 
where God wants us to be.” Our trust in God will lead us through this time of transition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SR. WARDEN’S REPORT  
 —BRAD STURM 
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2020 YEAR-END BALANCE SHEET 

     Dec 31, 20 

ASSETS   

 Current Assets  

  Checking/Savings  

   0102 · PNC W Mains Social Justice Fund 11,801.70 
   0109 · PNC - Capital Campaign 2018 12,254.13 
   0103 · 5th 3rd Checking Account 28,814.60 
   0105 · PNC Account 27,384.00 
   0106 · Capital Campaign 18,733.81 

   0107 · Assoc Rector Discretionary Acct 11,427.24 

  Total Checking/Savings 110,415.48 
  Accounts Receivable  

   1202 · Accounts Receivable 416.96 

  Total Accounts Receivable 416.96 

 Total Current Assets 110,832.44 
 Other Assets  

  0140 · Endowment Funds at Market 1,163,339.86 

  0190 · Endowment Fund Receivable 212,073.43 

 Total Other Assets 1,375,413.29 

TOTAL ASSETS 1,486,245.73 

LIABILITIES & EQUITY  

 Liabilities  

  Current Liabilities  

   Accounts Payable  

    2001 · Accounts Payable 132,684.17 

   Total Accounts Payable 132,684.17 
   Credit Cards  

    20020 · PNC Visa - 6101 1,670.58 

   Total Credit Cards 1,670.58 
   Other Current Liabilities  

    0210 · Payroll Tax Withholdings -23.58 

    2996 · Deferred Revenue 1,500.00 

   Total Other Current Liabilities 1,476.42 

  Total Current Liabilities 135,831.17 
  Long Term Liabilities  

   52004 · SBA PPP Forgivable Loan 48,000.00 

   52003 · 5TH 3RD BANK LOAN 2012 35,000.00 

  Total Long Term Liabilities 83,000.00 

 Total Liabilities 218,831.17 
 Equity   

  0500 · Unrestricted Net Assets 457,834.81 
  0600 · Temporarily Restricted 54,540.88 
  2997 · Retained Earnings 936,136.78 

  Net Income -181,097.91 

 Total Equity 1,267,414.56 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 1,486,245.73 
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    Jan - Dec 20 2020 Budget 2121 Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense    

  Income    

   1010 · Pledges 204,968.79 239,100.00 210,290.00 

   1020 · Plate & Contributions 33,365.58 18,400.00 6,700.00 

   1030 · Music Prog & Event Income 5,007.92 2,000.00 0.00 

   1100 · Rent 21,075.00 24,350.00 28,100.00 

   1200 · Investments 156,896.36 156,836.00 141,044.00 

   1270 · Other Income 2,163.21  0.00 

   1300 · Special 14,432.33 25,800.00 22,100.00 

   1400 · Grants 3,000.00 4,000.00 3,000.00 

  Total Income 440,909.19 470,486.00 411,234.00 

 Gross Profit 440,909.19 470,486.00 411,234.00 

  Expense    

   8000 · Outreach 93,029.54 73,478.00 66,388.00 

   7000 · Congregational Development 28,049.79 26,607.00 12,391.00 

   7200 · Pastoral Care 1,421.00 1,200.00 1,200.00 

   2000 · Clergy 121,753.47 126,533.00 113,731.00 

   3000 · Administration 87,101.17 95,852.00 95,456.00 

   3300 · Parish Office 28,805.11 28,890.00 27,514.00 

   3800 · Ministry Support & Meetings 1,467.55 1,900.00 2,050.00 

   5000 · Music Staff 44,830.51 55,819.00 47,975.00 

   6000 · Christian Education 5,667.77 7,316.00 6,498.00 

   7300 · Worship 2,562.45 7,925.00 4,875.00 

   4000 · Building and Grounds 76,211.88 83,008.00 76,535.00 

  Total Expense 490,900.24 508,528.00 454,613.00 

Net Ordinary Income -49,991.05 -38,042.00 -43,379.00 

2021 OPERATING BUDGET 
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     Jan - Dec 20 2020 Budget 2121 Budget 

 Other Income/Expense    

  Other Income    

   1460 · SBA PPP Loan Forgiveness 0.00  48,000.00 

   1426 · St. Johns Dinner Receipts 129.43   

   

1075 · W Mains Fund for Social Jus-
tice 0.30   

   

1211 · Endowment Transfers Capital 
C 40,279.75  71,000.00 

   1203 · Interest Income - Mortgage 5,398.36 5,870.00  

   1201 · Dividends and Interest 26.46 400.00  

   1331 · Good Friday 0.00 188.00  

   1076 · PIMIL Contributions 681.00 2,400.00  

   1425 · Bread J Morrow Fund 800.00 800.00 800.00 

   1475 · 2017 Capital Campaign Income 131,407.00 110,070.00 80,000.00 

  Total Other Income 178,722.30 119,728.00 199,800.00 

  Other Expense    

   8046 · St. Johns Dinner Donations 129.43   

   4850 · Loan Interest 1,621.93 2,118.13 1,100.00 

   9998 · Good Friday Distribution 0.00 188.00  

   8045 · BREAD 800.00 800.00 800.00 

   9997 · PIMIL Distribution 0.00 2,400.00  

   9996 · Capital Campaign Projects 133,069.86 123,968.00 71,000.00 

   9995 · Endowment Transfers 171,029.75 130,750.00 141,044.00 

  Total Other Expense 306,650.97 260,224.13 213,944.00 

 Net Other Income -127,928.67 -140,496.13 -14,144.00 

Net Income    -178,538.13 -57,523.00 

2021 OPERATING BUDGET 
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ALTAR GUILD 
 — Rhoda Allen 

The members of the Altar Guild are Catherine Cheek, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Mary Gahbauer, Lynn Giljahn, 
Andrea Govan and Rhoda Allen. 

The Altar Guild has been inactive since March, 2020 when the church was closed due to the COVID-19 
virus.  The Altar Guild members look forward to continuing their work of preparing the altar when the 
church reopens. 

Thank you to Pat Rugola for arranging flowers on the altar each week. 

 

 CONNECTIONAL MISSIONER 
 — Stacey Kyser 

As the strangest year in recent history has concluded, I find myself deeply grateful for the consistency of 
the church and for Trinity in the midst of so much change. This fall, I started my third year as 
Connectional Missioner with Trinity Church. In 2020, Trinity transitioned to online worship and created 
fellowship in new and different ways. We facilitated meetings and opportunities to gather through zoom 
and began streaming worship through Facebook live.  

In April, we launched an online series titled “Spirituality and the Arts” and hosted experts and art 
enthusiasts who guided us through spiritual practices and engagement with architecture, dance, painting, 
music, poetry and ancient traditions. Adult formation hosted series on creation care, Henri Nouwen & 
Gerard Manley Hopkins, saints & death rituals and an “Imagine a New Way Forward” series during 
Advent. Parishioners emailed pictures of themselves and their families in motion, pictures of their pets and 
of their home creshes. These images were turned in videos and used in worship for Blessing of Movement 
(formerly Blessing of the Bicycles), Blessing of the Animals and an Advent tribute. Trinity hosted its first 
“Quiet Morning,” an Advent spiritual practice led by The Rev. Peg Thomas.  We had an active presence 
during the racial justice protests over the summer and coordinated with other communities of faith to 
demand change and justice. In the New Year we launched an online Life Group and will continue these 
engagements around affinity topics into 2021. 

Trinity’s transition was not without bumps and learning curves. However, there was and continues to be a 
steadfast desire to connect with one another and grow together in God’s abiding love.  

  

FLOWER GUILD 
 — Patricia Rugola 

The Flower Guild has been mostly on hiatus this year because of the closing of the church in March. 
When services are live-streamed from inside the church, we provide minimalist floral arrangements that 
are visible within the camera frame. When services are sent out via Zoom from participants’ homes, we 
have not offered flowers. There have been no lavish displays of Easter flowers, no harvest altar 
decorations in November, no Hanging of the Greens for Advent. We have missed those tasks, and look 
forward to getting back to work, in God’s good time. Members are Susy Meiling, Pat Rugola, and Debbie 
Wiedwald. 
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LAY WEEDERS  
 — Patricia Rugola 

The Lay Weeders plant and maintain the Trinity garden, and especially the bed south of the church. We 
have been in maintenance mode this year, with no annuals planted anywhere, and with few plants added to 
the garden. We have managed weeding and trash pickup, but  not much else. One welcome addition to the 
garden has been a gift of five Lenten Roses, Helleborus ‘Pink Frost,’ from Kit Whaley in memory of her 
mother, Sharon Whaley, former member and much-loved friend of the Lay Weeders. They should be in 
bloom soon. We are grateful for help from Sister [NAME HERE] with watering and weeding. Members 
are Rhoda Allen, Phyllis Duryee, Jane and Bill Forbes, Lynn and Jack Giljahn, Susy Meiling, Sister, Pat 
Rugola, and Debbie Wiedwald, with support from our landscaper Jake Miller. 

 

PARISH LIFE COMMITTEE 
 — Alex Wenning 

The members of the Parish Life Committee are Rachel Harris, Stacey Kyser, and Alex Wenning. The 
committee has been focused on offering and hosting opportunities for Trinitarians to connect and share 
with one another in meaningful virtual ways, especially during this time of physical distancing. In addition 
to featuring social hours previously, there is a small faith group gathering throughout this Epiphany 
season. Upcoming programming will include additional social hours, film screening discussion, book group 
discussion, and more! Please contact any member of the committee if you would like to become involved 
or have an idea for a great parish life event.  

 

 

WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS 
 — Kevin N. Wines, Director of  Music/Liturgist 

We had a joyous Epiphany season and Lent was nearly past when we determined that in-person services 
were not possible due to the Covid-19 pandemic. But maintaining connection was essential. We began live 
streaming on Facebook in mid-March and continued throughout the year. Initially the rector streamed live 
from Trinity Church with a small crew for assistance – we’re especially grateful to Stacey Kyser for this.  
As the virus levels spread and gathering even of a small group grew unwise, the parish liturgy team 
Zoomed together from our homes on Sunday mornings. Holy Communion was an impossibility so 
Morning Prayer became the principal liturgy each Sunday. Musical offerings that had been recorded by the 
Trinity Choir in years past were offered each week, fortunately in 2011 the choir recorded an extensive 
collection of hymns. The celebrations of Palm Sunday and Easter were certainly different but still holy. 

As time went on and we felt more able to gather the small production team and clergy, plans were made 
for more extensive recoding and streaming possibilities. I began researching and gathering equipment and 
software to produce a rather effective broadcast. My primary concern has been to make the texts from the 
Book of Common Prayer services and the Scripture reading available on the video feed. As Episcopalians 
we are definitely a people of the book and I hoped to make this as “user friendly” as possible. To this end 
I had expenditures of about $1600 that seem modest compared to what some congregations are doing.  

Many of the Trinity Choir members have continued to create videos. I weekly send them a hymn or two 
and they send back videos of themselves. I compile them into what I call our Brady Bunch choir in a very 



 12 

complicated but effective process. The highlight of these compilations was the Lessons and Carols service 
for Christmas. 25 different segments were knit together including readings from parishioners, choir 
anthems and carols. As always I’m grateful to Bishop Price for joining us for this service. 

We have had many difficulties with the church’s faulty WiFi and internet systems losing the streaming feed 
in mid-service. Much thanks to Bob Wicks for finding solutions which help to some extent. Going 
forward we must look into expanding our capabilities, hopefully installing a fiber optics system – though 
that would be very costly. Even after we are able to gather in person as a congregation, we will want to 
maintain an online presence. Plans for that are still very much tentative. 

I dream of the day when we can gather again to raise a joyful noise to the Lord!! 

 

 

 

P.I.M.I.L. 
 — Mother Abby & Rachel Friend 

 
 

2020 is certainly a year that will be remembered for many things, some good and some devastating. When 
our PIMIL students think back on it I hope they remember the disruption that Covid19 caused and that 
they got through it. Hopefully, they will remember that many people were hungry because of the havoc 
and that PIMIL provided rice to help them through. And I am sure some will remember that during this 
time of turmoil they had a Christmas celebration provided by PIMIL. Now the children are back in school 
for the 2020-2021 school year. PIMIL had a goal of being able to sponsor 200 students. We are sponsoring 
216 students this semester! PIMIL thanks each and every person that contributed in any way to make this 
happen. The love and compassion of our many supporters has shown through these horrendous times and 
made a huge difference in the lives of many children and their families. God’s peace and blessings to all. 
Jerrilynn Kaiser, Chair PIMIL 
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Companion Relationship Report,  
 — Dale Deubler 

The relationship between Trinity Church and St Luke’s Episcopal Church, Merida Yucatan was formalized 
by both vestries in 2020. The purpose is to support and learn from each other in our life in Christ and to 
build relationships across borders. This 5 year partnership enters the second year in Spring 2022.  It can be 
renewed or dissolved in 2026. 

2020 activities: 1) Monthly Zoom meetings, third Thursdays each month at 7:30 PM in Ohio. About 12 
Trinity members are in the group, meeting attendance varies; 2) 3 part series on liberation theology on 
Zoom, led by Fr. Jose Vieira A. from St Luke’s.  Members of both communities attended a lecture and 
discussion with Professor Leonardo Boff, Brazilian theologian, writer and active supporter of the 
liberation theology movement.  His participation was made possible through his relationship with Richard 
Korn.  About 80 people participated from 5 countries.;3) Donations, by individual committee members, 
supported Christmas gifts for children who are part of the Casa de Buen Pastor community, an area with 
many needs located in the south of Merida 

Planned 2021 activities include: 1) Implementation of “Conversations in English” on Zoom with members 
of St Luke’s and the Diocese of Southeastern Mex.  The purpose is to build relationships while helping 
those who want to build English speaking skills. We will be recruiting Trinity members to help as 
conversation partners, no Spanish skills are needed.  Information will be shared as this program develops;  
2) Planning for post-pandemic pilgrimages with small group visits using lessons learned in the 2020 trip to 
help with expectations and logistics.  

Interested in knowing more or joining us? Contact Daledeubler@gmail.com 

 

Report from St Margaret’s Pastoral Care Circle 2020 
— Mary Gahbauer 

You don’t need to be reminded that this was a sad and difficult year for Trinity members - as for all of 
God’s kingdom. Our lives have all been greatly changed by the stealth and virulence of the covid19 
infection, and its effects were particularly harsh on those in need of pastoral care. 

Hospital visiting has not been possible, leaving our in-patients feeling alone, and those who love them 
feeling helpless. Similarly, “No Visitors” applied to those in nursing and retirement homes, suppressing 
not only visits of companionship, but also Eucharistic visits. 

An exception to the ‘No Visitors’ rule exists for those in hospice, and such visits have been possible to at 
least two Trinity members. 

Funeral and Memorial services for those of the Trinity family who died could not be held in the church. 
Relatives still await a time when Trinity’s blessing can be communally bestowed on the departed, months 
after their passing, and the normally offered Funeral Hospitality is in abeyance.  

A small amount of visiting to the home-bound was possible by those who had little other social contact, to 
read a psalm, say a prayer, and maybe sing a hymn. The summer months made 

distancing easier, and we grew used to the unnatural appearance of talking behind masks. 

It has not been possible to offer rides to hospital appointments, but it is still possible to offer a limited 
delivery service, for example, picking up medicine from a pharmacy. 

Since we all became “home-bound” to some extent, being unable to have much common life as a 
congregation, Pat Rugola and I contrived to send her wonderful hand-made Christmas greeting cards to 
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everyone on the Parish List.  Kay Sturm and Joanne Lynch were also busy making and sending greetings. 

Trinity Pastoral Care circle includes the whole church; pastoral care is not the responsibility of the Rector 
and a few others, but of all of us.  Contacts of care and community have still been possible by telephone 
and other electronic means, and a great deal of thos has been taking place. I am especially aware of the 
widespread love and support messages that have risen up around those suffering serious illness in the 
family, and those suffering bereavement – may it always be so. 

If you, or someone you know is in need of pastoral care, please contact the Rector  
r-burnett@trinitycolumbus.org, Diane at d-donato@trinitycolumbus.org, or me at 
mdgahbauer@gmail.com. 
 

Deacon’s Report 
 — The Rev. Craig A. Foster 
I was assigned to Trinity Church by Bishop Breidenthal on June 1st of the year. The Bishop also confirmed 
my service ministry to be support of Solarize Ohio, an effort to install solar systems on as many churches 
in the diocese as possible. Since that time, I have supported the liturgical needs of Trinity Church each 
Sunday morning service and at several Noonday prayer services, as well as Christmas Eve. These services 
have been broadcast from the Nave or from our houses depending on what safety or procedural directives 
dictated. I have preached eight times and have found that to be fulfilling endeavor if not a little weird 
speaking to a camera and the three or four present at the time. It has been enjoyable seeing the feedback in 
the Facebook Live feed. 

Robbie McCord, Eli Redfern, and I developed an Adult Formation Series on Creation Care for three 
Sundays  in late September and early October ending the Sunday closest to St. Francis Day. We focused 
on advocacy for care of our planet, the things everyone can do to reduce our impact on the planet, and a 
review of St. Francis and his approach to caring for God’s creation and all beings present. 

As mentioned, my service ministry has been focused on Solarize Ohio. Along with six other members of 
the task group, we recruited 14 interested sites, mostly churches in Southern Ohio, but also including 
Procter Center. The purpose of this project is to place an outward and visible sign on the churches of the 
inwardly held belief that our society and the world must address the impacts of climate change. As we said 
to many of the sites we recruited; “and if we are lucky, save a little money along the way”. This was and is 
a challenging project. Ohio has some of the lowest energy prices in the country due to the fracking play in 
our region and it is difficult to show reasonable savings from solar collection systems. Ultimately, the 
Trustees of the Diocese and the Trustees of the Church Foundation found the risks of the project to be 
too high and it will not go forward in its proposed form. However, Solarize Ohio was encouraged by the 
Trustees and Bishop Price to create a Creation Care and Justice Task Force and work creatively to find 
different ways to fund the solar projects going into 2021. We have taken that feedback seriously and are 
currently seeking approval from Diocesan Council to gain formal recognition and support of our efforts 
which will include education and advocacy efforts. 

Kathy and I have enjoyed this time with the congregation and trying to get to know everyone has been a 
challenge. Various meetings and a little bit of in person contact has helped, more than I would have 
predicted. We feel blessed to serve such a loving and committed congregation. We look forward to the 
time when we can worship in person together. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Your brother in Christ, 
The Rev. Craig A. Foster 

mailto:r-burnett@trinity.org
mailto:d-donato@trinity.org
mailto:mdgahbauer@gmail.com
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NECROLOGY 

Let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore 
and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in 
the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one.  

Deborah Miller 
Spencer Jansen Allen 

Christian William Bales 
Cynthia McCracken 

 
    

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou bearest unto 
thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of  thee, they may go 
from strength to strength in the life of  perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

“Emmanuel, God with Us” 
Icon in Trinity Church written by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Lilly, OHN 

For may years, “Mother Elizabeth” served Trinity Church with devotion, prayerful attention, and 
zest… Her earthly life ended as Trinity prepared for Christmas 2017, but she - with the angels and 
archangels and all the company of  heaven - surely delights in the love of  the Lord, and her creative 
spirit joins our songs and prayers each time we gather at Trinity Church. 

The Rev. Richard A. Burnett, Rector 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2020 

 
(The sacraments are signs of the new life of God and Christian nurture in a parish family.  

We at Trinity Church celebrate the following grace-filled encounters of 2020.) 
 
 

 Marriages –   
Dana Deborah Pentenburg/Gregory Paul Cook, Jr. 

Lauren Michelle Huddleston/Nathan Ernest Aichele 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
1  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

 
2  Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

 
3  Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 

though the sinful human eye thy glory may not see, 
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

 
4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All thy works shall praise thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 

 
 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. 
Music: Nicaea, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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