
 





 1 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
on 

CAPITOL SQUARE 
Columbus, Ohio 

 
Agenda – 202nd   Annual Meeting 

11:00 A.M. – January 26, 2020 
 

“Every member of the Parish, male or female, sixteen (16) years of age or older, who has been such 
member for six (6)  months preceding the election, and who has signed the Articles of Parochial 
Incorporation, and contributed to the support of the Parish in the mode it may through its Vestry 
appoint, shall be a lawful voter of the Parish; and any such voter may be elected a member  of the 
Vestry.”     [Trinity Parish by-laws, Article 4] 

 

1. Welcome, Opening Prayer 

2. Call to Order by the Rector 

     3. Minutes of 201st  Annual Parish Meeting 
4. Signature of the Articles of Incorporation 

5. Election of a Clerk for the Annual Meeting 

6. Approval of the Acts of the Corporation 

7. Nominations and introduction of the Candidates 

8. Opening of the Polls 

9. Reports to the Parish 

A. Rector 

B. Sr. Warden 

C. Connectional Missioner 

D.  Financial Reports by Treasurer 

i. Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balance at the year-end 2019 

ii. Income and Expense Summary 2019 

iii. Endowment Committee 

F. Presentation and action on the 2020 Budget 

10. Reports of Parish Ministry Teams and Organizations 

11. Other business 

12.  Necrology 

13.  Adjournment, closing Hymn and Benediction  
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Minutes—201st Annual Meeting 
Following opening prayers and pastoral notes, the meeting was called to order by The 
Rev. Richard Burnett at 11:36 a.m.  
 
Election of Clerk: Rachel Harris was appointed as Clerk by affirmation. 
 
Minutes of the 201st Annual Parish Meeting: The minutes of the 201st Annual Parish 
Meeting were made available to the attendees and accepted by affirmation.  
 
Signature of the Articles of Incorporation:  The Articles of Incorporation of Trinity were 
made available for new signatories to sign, enabling them to vote on new officers and on 
issues presented at the meeting. 
 
Acts of Incorporation:  A motion to approve the Acts of Incorporation was explained by 
Jerry Sellman and was approved by affirmation.  
 
Nomination and Introduction of Candidates for Vestry: Candidates for the three open 
positions on the Vestry were introduced: Debby Fortkamp, Greig Lake, and Robbie 
McCord. A motion to vote on the slate of candidates was put forth, seconded and the 
candidates were elected by affirmation. 
 
Reports to the Parish: 

Father Burnett called attention to the 150th anniversary of Trinity’s current building 
is coming up in 2019, and in 2020, Kevin Wines will have been with Trinity for 30 years, 
and the organ will be 50 years old. Father Burnett called for suggestions from the parish 
as these celebrations are planned.  

David Caldwell and Franklin Li reported on a developing ministry for the coming 
year. In an effort to address the consequences of the opioid epidemic, David and Franklin 
have spearheaded the creation of a program that will use the undercroft kitchen as a 
space for food education for people recovering from substance abuse. They have 
reached out to many community members and businesses in the area, and a pilot will be 
implemented soon. 
 Bill Forbes presented the 2019 operating budget as prepared by the Finance 
Committee and Vestry. Bill moved to accept the budget as presented, with the caveat that 
it be reviewed again in April when final numbers are established for the 2019 Stewardship 
Campaign after the close of the first quarter. The motion was seconded and passed.  
 See the printed booklet for additional reports to the Parish. 
 
Necrology: Prayers were offered for members of Trinity who died in 2018. 
 
Closing Hymn: Kevin Wines lead those present in the singing of “Holy, Holy, Holy.”  
 
Following the closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned at 1:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rachel Harris  
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CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY 
(Three persons for 3-year terms) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rachel Harris 
Rachel, a lifelong Episcopalian, has been a member at Trinity since 
2018. She moved to Columbus with her husband, Preston, in 2016 so 
that he could pursue graduate studies at OSU. Rachel has a B.A. in 
English from the University of the South (Sewanee) and has been 
working in various roles in the civil justice space since coming to Co-
lumbus. She is currently the Content Manager at Ohio Legal Help--an 
organization that publishes online self-help content for Ohioans facing 
legal issues. In her free time she enjoys yoga, cooking and hanging 
with her 13-year-old cat, named Fat Baby. 

Nikki Wimsatt 
Since being married to her husband, Kerry at Trinity in 2001, Nikki has 
served in several ways over the years, including being a part of the 
Stewardship Team, the Capital Campaign Team, the annual PIMIL 
summer fundraiser,  and volunteering at Trinity's In The Garden. She 
has also worked on several assignments over the years as a parishion-
er of Trinity and of St. Matthew in Westerville. 
 
An educator and coach by training, she has been an active member of 
the Olentangy and Columbus Academy communities, teaching, coach-
ing, and volunteering over the years.   
 
Nikki and Kerry own Prodigy Student Travel, an educational travel com-
pany based in Worthington.  She is most proud of her children, Annie 
(17), Jackson (16), and James (12)... and Leo, the family dog 
(10).  Nikki and her family live in Genoa Twp., just north of Westerville. 

Eli Redfern 
Eli Redfern was born in Dayton and grew up in Athens, Ohio. In Ath-
ens he attended the Church of the Good Shepherd and was active 
with Good Earth Farm (an Episcopal friary and farm). He attended 
Kenyon College where he was a founding member of the Kenyon 
Farm and served as a student leader of Canterbury Kenyon. In 2016 
he graduated with a double major in Economics and Spanish Litera-
ture. After college, Eli moved to rural coastal Maine to work as an 
AmeriCorps VISTA national service member in the local migrant/
seasonal farmworker community. Eli returned to Ohio in early 2018 
and currently works as the senior legislative staffer to a member of the 
Ohio House of Representatives. Starting in the fall of 2020, he will be 
attending law school at OSU. He lives in Columbus’s Hilltop neighbor-
hood with his partner Leah, where he is an active gardener and a pub-
lic transit enthusiast. 
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RECTOR’S REPORT 
 — THE REV. RICHARD A. BURNETT 

 
 
On behalf of the wardens and vestry, I welcome you today to 
the 202nd Annual Parish Meeting of Trinity Episcopal Church 
in Columbus, Ohio. This meeting will elect two wardens 
(serving two-year terms each) and three new vestry mem-
bers (serving three-year terms), hear reports from our dele-
gates to the Annual Convention of the Diocese of Southern 
Ohio, and review the programs and financial reports from 
2019. Our common life as a parish church interconnected 
with some 75 other congregations in a leading diocese of 
The Episcopal Church reveals to us many things about God’s 
mission and our faithful engagements with that mission today. I am pleased, as your rector, to 
enter into this time of reflection and planning that, in the words of former Archbishop of Canter-
bury Rowan Williams, “serve the uncovering of God’s image.”  
 
2019 was a year at Trinity filled with hard work, forward-thinking, forging of new and stronger 
Connectional Mission, and joyful surprises, i.e. moments of pure grace. We can thank our two 
church wardens, Rhoda Allen and Brad Sturm, and the vestry for faithful service and creative 
ministry. Rhoda ends a four-year tenure today (two years as Junior Warden and two years as 
Senior Warden), and we all give thanks to God for her wisdom, quiet confidence, and deep col-
legiality working in the widest range of ministries: from building and property maintenance and 
financial management to community ministry and ecumenical partnerships and Christian for-
mation for all ages. Rhoda truly is a Renaissance woman! Her fellow warden, Brad Sturm, 
stands today for Senior Warden, and we thank him for constant and inspiring leadership over 
the past years. Ending her vestry term at this meeting, but nominated for Junior Warden, is Phyl-
lis Duryee. Phyllis teamed with Mary Gahbauer and the wardens and then Treasurer Bill Forbes 
to lead our Called to Growth Bicentennial Capital Campaign two years ago. Her engagement 
with the wider-Columbus community, civic leaders and educational neighbors in an increasingly 
pluralistic and international city will serve Trinity well in this new day of Christian witness and 
church management. Tara Sapp and David Caldwell also end their terms on vestry at this meet-
ing, and we have much to thank them for in areas related to children & youth formation (Tara) 
and community ministry and ecumenical leadership through the BREAD Organization (David). 
Also, Dr. Sasha Beyer must end her vestry service due to increased duties at The James Can-
cer Hospital (Wexner-OSU), and her one year remaining on the vestry will be filled by vestry vet-
eran Mary Gahbauer. Let us all thank these devoted and gifted people serving brilliantly at Trini-
ty Church and beyond! 
 
Trinity’s weekday ministry is growing in significant ways: hosting record numbers at AA and Al 
Anon Recovery Groups; at mid-week meditation hosted on Wednesdays by ecumenical friend 
Eric Weinberg and the KTC Tibetan Buddhist community; as a “warming and cooling station” for 
downtown neighbors who live on the land, in shelters, or are experiencing the oppressive pov-
erty and emotional stress and need a place like Trinity to reclaim composure, get some rest and 
some water, or just have a conversation that respects and affirms their human dignity. All of this 
is amplified by the daily encounters with people coming to our parish office for state IDs, essen-
tial resources, referrals to social service agencies and transforming human care, and the weekly 
In The Garden fellowship that provides nourishing hot meals and community to thousands of 
people each year. Weekday ministry IS Connectional Ministry, to be sure…And we all can be 
delighted by the teamwork exhibited by our able office staff – Diane Donato, Tom Belcher, Bob 
Wicks, Kevin Wines (on Tuesdays), and Connectional Missioner Stacey Kyser.  
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After a year of full-time work at Trinity developing the essentials of what Connectional Mission 
can mean in a downtown, highly diverse parish setting, Stacey began in September an intensive 
one-year residency in Clinical Pastoral Education with Ohio Health at Riverside Methodist 
Hospital. Happily, she remains with us as Connectional Missioner, present on Sundays and 
through the week, but on a 20 hour a week basis. We are stronger as a community – in 
communication, in congregational and civic engagement, in program offerings, in friendship – 
thanks to Stacey, and we pray that her continued discernments in service to God and the church 
will be enriched by her “connection” with Trinity.  
     
The prophet Isaiah tells us that “a child shall lead them…” This is certainly true of Trinity Church 
in the past years.  Thanks to our Church School – led by Children’s Formation coordinator 
Rachel Friend, Madeleine Trichel, Dale Deubler, and parents and older siblings of the Sunday 
School – Trinity is going global in major ways! See the reports on PIMIL (Partners in Ministry in 
Liberia) and the Merida, Mexico pilgrimage & partnership discernment. Years from now, I believe 
that our young people, grown and with families of their own, will remember Trinity’s Christian 
formation as a vivid and alive entrance into deeper understanding of, and commitment with, the 
world that shows the wonderful image of God, and for whom Christ came to teach the fullness of 
love and the ways of Holy shalom. 
 
As I recently reviewed past Annual Meeting reports, I came upon a handwritten prayer that I 
think was authored by my predecessor, the Rev. Jim Miner, 23rd rector of Trinity, Capitol Square: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In many ways, an annual parish meeting is “an uncovering” of God’s goodness in our midst 
through the whole year. We serve God and one another with honesty, openness, compassion, 
compassion and trust, and in it all we “serve the uncovering of God’s image” in one another and 
the world. Thank you, again for this joyous ministry. 
 
Your rector and friend, 
 
 
 
 
Richard A. Burnett 
 

                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O God, we give you thanks and praise for the many ways your Spirit has 
moved In the life and ministry of this parish –  
Continue your blessing on us all.  
In times of joy, laugh with us – in times of sorrow, weep with us –  
in times of loneliness  be our Companion, in times of uncertainty, be our 
Guide –  
that so, in the years that are to be, your strong, loving Presence  
may be known through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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Senior Warden’s Report 2019 
 
Unless you have had the opportunity of serving on the vestry you  are probably not aware 
of all the work that goes on at Trinity.  Unless you have the privilege of being either Junior 
or Senior Warden you may not know of the  intricacies of following Trinity’s mission.   As 
junior then senior warden I have had the opportunity and responsibility to be an active 
participant in decisions effecting Trinity’s life.  Some decisions are easy and some are 
complicated and difficult.   
 
With the very enthusiastic encouragement of Joel Norris and John Redden a Call to 
Growth Campaign was undertaken.  The congregation stepped up and the campaign was 
successful.  Many have asked how that money is being spent.  The Connectional 
Missioner was added to the staff.  Plans were made to repair things in the  building that 
would cost more if left undone.  That work is still in progress.  The offices were improved 
by a change in flooring.  The appearance of Trinity has been updated with changes in the 
garden and the outside signs.  Needless to say there are other things to be done.  Please 
read this Annual Report for the details. 
 
The vestry had been acutely aware of financial needs for the basic running of the 
church.  There are many talents in this congregation that have not been tapped.  Each of 
us should take the time to evaluate our own abilities/talents both financially and time wise 
to support the work of Trinity.  Let your vestry know of them.  Then working together the 
issues facing Trinity can be solved.  Trinity would be better able to serve as we are 
needed and called to do.  
 
Faithfully submitted, 
Rhoda Allen, Senior Warden 

SR. WARDEN, RHODA ALLEN 
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2020 OPERATING BUDGET 

     2019 Actual 2019 Budget 
Budget Vari-

ance 

2020 Pro-
posed Budg-

et 

 Ordinary Income/Expense     

   Income     

    1010 · Pledges 210,957.10 241,590.0 -30,632.90 
          
239,100.00 

    1020 · Plate & Contributions 54,029.15 20,000.00 34,029.15 
             
18,400.00 

    1030 · Music Program & Event Income 600.00 0.00 600.00 
                
2,000.00 

    1100 · Rent 22,925.00 22,900.00 25.00 
             
24,350.00 

    1200 · Investments 229,283.46 185,700.00 43,583.46 
          
156,835.84 

    1270 · Other Income 2.25    

    1300 · Special 22,093.09 28,300.00 -6,206.91 
             
25,800.00 

    1400 · Grants 4,500.00 4,000.00 500.00 
                
4,000.00 

   Total Income 544,410.05 502,490.00 41,920.05 
      
470,485.84 

  Gross Profit 544,410.05 502,490.00 41,920.05 
      
470,485.84 

   Expense     

    8000 · Outreach 77,960.67 75,220.00 2,740.67 
        
73,478.42 

    7000 · Congregational Development 49,947.96 54,950.00 -5,002.04 
        
26,685.84 

    7200 · Pastoral Care -386.90 1,200.00 -1,586.90 
          
1,200.00 

    2000 · Clergy 125,333.53 119,996.00 5,337.53 
      
126,531.49 

    3000 · Administration 106,502.96 103,570.00 2,932.96 
        
96,220.64 

    3300 · Parish Office 28,176.78 27,360.00 816.78 
        
28,890.00 

    3800 · Ministry Support & Meetings 2,788.73 2,950.00 -161.27 
          
1,900.00 

    5000 · Music Staff 60,255.51 57,356.00 2,899.51 
        
55,820.42 

    6000 · Christian Education 6,894.99 7,077.00 -182.01 
          
7,318.36 

    7300 · Worship 7,437.62 7,810.00 -372.38 
          
7,925.00 

    4000 · Building and Grounds 93,690.48 105,559.00 -11,868.52 
        
83,003.00 

   Total Expense 558,602.33 563,048.00 -4,445.67 
      
508,973.17 

 Net Ordinary Income -14,192.28 -60,558.00 46,365.72 
      
(38,487.33) 

  Total Other Income 194,847.30 118,755.00 76,092.30 
      
119,541.28 

  Total Other Expense 298,887.31 193,329.00 105,558.31 
      
162,485.84 

 Net Other Income -104,040.01 -74,574.00 -29,466.01 
      
(42,944.56) 

Net Income  -118,232.29 -135,132.00 16,899.71 
      
(81,431.89) 
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ALTAR GUILD 
 — Rhoda Allen 

You probably do not see the altar guild at work as their duties are preformed before or after 
services and on Saturday.  These careful, consistent and faithful members are Catherine Creek, 
Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Mary Gahbauer, Andrea Govan,  Lynn Giljahn, and Rhoda Allen. 
 
They have prepared the altar for each service using the colors  in accordance with the church 
calendar and in consultation with the rector.  The linens are washed and ironed. The vessels are 
washed, dried and carefully put away after each use.  Polishing parties are scheduled during the 
year  to which the congregation is invited to join in polishing all of the brass and silver. 
 
The Altar Guild would gladly welcome anyone who would like to take part in this  meaningful 
service to Trinity. 
 
Faithfully submitted,  Rhoda Allen 
 

Connectional Missioner 
 — Stacey Kyser 

This fall, I entered my second year as Connectional Missioner with Trinity Church. In 2019, we 
designed a new logo that warmly acknowledges Trinity’s past and creatively gives space for 
movement and change in the future. A new website was developed and launched, incorporating 
images of Trinity’s stain glass windows and members of Trinity at service in a variety of 
ministries. For the second year, a group from Trinity marched in the Pride Parade and 
volunteered at Community Pride. We re-implemented a Greeter program to offer the welcoming 
of Christ to each person who comes to Trinity.  
In August, I transitioned from full-time work at Trinity to part-time in order to embark on a 
Chaplain Residency Program at Riverside Methodist Hospital. In a recent meeting with the 
wardens and rector, we feel this transition has worked well. I continue to find rigor and reward in 
my work at Trinity look forward to serving in the coming year.  

FLOWER GUILD 
 — Patricia Rugola 

.The Flower Guild offers seasonally appropriate altar decorations throughout the church year, 
including birch branches during Lent, palms for Palm Sunday, and a harvest altar of fruits and 
vegetables in the fall. Members are Susy Meiling, Pat Rugola, and Debbie Wiedwald. At Advent, 
Christmas, and Easter we are joined by an army of helpers who aid in decorating the church. 
Among those who have helped this past year are Bill Mains and Brian Smith, who superintend 
Advent and Christmas decorations; Alan Shepherd and Bob Griffith, who brave the cold to 
decorate the outside of the church for Advent and Christmas; Ruth Gless, who curates the large 
nativity scene; and Rhoda Allen, Dick and Katherine Burnett, Mark and Catherine Cheek, Phyllis 
Duryee, Debbie Fortkamp, Andrew, Jenny and Tobias Grunauer, and Mike McGrew. Special 
thanks to Tom Belcher. 
 

As part of Trinity’s effort to reduce our carbon footprint, we have begun to compost spent floral 

decorations, the live greens that decorate the outside of the church during Advent and Christmas, 

leftover Christmas poinsettias and Easter lilies, and also the biodegradable paper coffee cups 

used at coffee hours. 
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LAY WEEDERS  
 — Patricia Rugola 

The Lay Weeders plant and maintain the Trinity Garden. Since last year we have been aided in 
our efforts by Jake Miller, who has been hired to do seasonal maintenance tasks in the front bed. 
 

This year Trinity was the grateful recipient of three Japanese Andromeda, given by Maureen 
Ingram and Bill Dargusch in memory of their daughter Lindsey Dargusch. The shrubs are planted 
in the center of the south bed. We are most thankful for their generous gift. 
 

We continue to add extra plants from our own gardens to the south bed, with the goal of filling that 
space with shade-tolerant perennials. It’s taking longer than expected. 
 

Among those who have worked in the garden in the past year are Rhoda Allen, Phyllis Duryee, 

Jane Forbes, Lynn Giljahn, Andrew and Tobias Grunauer, Susy Meiling, Pat Rugola and Debbie 

Wiedwald. We can always use an extra pair of hands, no horticultural experience required. 

 

St Margaret’s Pastoral Care Circle 
             - Mary Gahbauer & Andrea Govan, co-conveners  

  
The third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after His resurrection, He ate breakfast with them, and then asked Peter 
three times whether he loved Him (John 21 15-17) Peter was grieved by the repetition (an echo of his three denials of 
Jesus during His trial), and burst out, “Lord, You know all things, You know that I love You.” And Jesus, well 
knowing that he loved Him, told him how he should show his love: feed His sheep, tend His lambs. 

 
 Pastoral care is about seeing to the needs of our own flock, or congregation – yes, sometimes with feeding, 
and sometimes with tending. This form of service is led by our Rector, and augmented by the St Margaret’s PCC 
which includes any willing congregant as the need arises. 
 When such need arises lay care is organized by Mary Gahbauer and Andrea Govan 

 

 St Margaret’s PCC offers the following for those in need: rides to church; rides to doctor or hospital 
appointments; a companion during a hospital visit or stay to help understand what is going on; visits to those recently 
in hospital to help situate as needed; picking up prescriptions for the immobile; a meal service in emergencies; visits to 
anyone unable to attend church by a Lay Eucharistic Visitor (licensed by the Diocese to administer bread and wine 
from the altar); emergency elder-sitting; emergency child-sitting; visits by a companion to the home-bound. 

 

 Pastoral Care to our congregation tends to be quiet. You might hear some of its recipients in the prayer list in 
Prayers of the People, but as it is not seemly to count or evaluate such care, no formal account is offered – but be 
assured that the Rector and Trinity congregants are caring for Trinity cengregants 

 
 We do offer two messages: 
StM PCC can not respond if the need is not reported. If you are in need, or know someone in need 
Please contact r-burnett@rinity.org, d-donato@trinity.org, mgahbauer@gmail.com, or AGovan@bricker.com 

 
Anyone who has skills that might be useful in Pastoral Care is encouraged to contact any of those 
whose email addresses appear above. 

mailto:r-burnett@rinity.org
mailto:d-donato@trinity.org
mailto:mgahbauer@gmail.com
mailto:AGovan@bricker.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 — Rachel Friend, Dale C. Deubler & Madeleine Trichel 

 
Rachel Friend, Dale C. Deubler & Madeleine Trichel Trinity offer Sunday school for school age 
children (K-12) on a year round basis.  We offer Nursery Care as well for infants through PreK. 
While attendance varies, typically 3-5 children attend each week in the school age class. The 
nursery has only a couple of children every few weeks. Move-up from the nursery to school age 
class happens when a child enters Kindergarten.  We welcome visitors, of any age, at any time. 
Dale Deubler and Madeleine Trichel continue to be our Sunday school teachers. Each week with 
the school age children we read and discuss the Gospel reading for that day.  Sometimes our les-
sons are student lead.  Meaning one of them has a question on a topic and we will explore the 
answer over several weeks or even months.  We have an altar table that is decorated according 
to the liturgical season and may contain any art work the children would like to offer.  During the 
summer we provide informal activities and lessons outdoors.   
  
 The children continue to have an interest in helping Ebola orphans in Liberia so once again this 
year we collected loose change on the first Sunday of the month at both services.  This money is 
sponsoring the schooling of six Ebola orphans or partial orphan who only lost one parent during 
the Ebola epidemic of 2014-2015.  We are also contributing to eight sites receiving “Christmas 
Joy”, a holiday party for children that includes Muslim students.   Thank you for your continued 
support of this mission. 
 We extend an open invitation to the entire parish to visit the Sunday school and see us in action! 
Please contact Rachel Friend if you are interested in helping on even a very limited basis.  

 

WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS 
 — Kevin N. Wines, Director of  Music/Liturgist 

 
Trinity Church celebrated the 150th anniversary of our building at 3rd and Broad and began a cele-
bration of the 50th anniversary of the installation of the great Te Deum organ in the west gallery. A 
special Sunday-morning musical event on All Saints’ Sunday featured the Trinity Choir with organ 
accompaniment in Franz Joseph Haydn’s “Little Organ Mass.” Director of Music/Liturgist Kevin 
Wines also offered a recital of French organ Noëls as the prelude to the festival liturgy on Christ-
mas Eve. Always a highlight, the Festival of Lessons and Carols in the 4th Sunday of Advent intro-
duced the choir and congregation to the music of Philip Stopford, a British composer currently liv-
ing in New York state. We’ll definitely be programming more of his beautiful music. 
 
Early Music in Columbus used Trinity Church as the site for their concert by Stile Antico, an a 
cappella concert of Tudor music – perfect for our space. The vocal ensemble from Bexley High 
School also utilized our nave for a public concert earlier in the year.  
 
The Altar Guild and altar servers (Eucharistic Ministers, Morning Prayer lay leaders, and acolytes) 
continued their dedicated service throughout the year. The Altar Guild and Flower Guild main-
tained the highest of standards in decking ourselves for gladness! The Great Hallelujah Tour of 
downtown churches again included Trinity as a stop on their tour celebrating the architecture and 
holiday decorations of our church. 
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Discernment pertaining to a relationship with St Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Merida, Yucatan, Mexico 
 
In June 2019, the Trinity Vestry approved a motion to explore the possibility of develop-
ing a companion relationship with St Luke’s in Merida.  The purpose of this relationship 
would be to learn from each other and support each other as we grow in faith. More spe-
cifically to:  

Strengthen the Episcopalian community within the larger Anglican Communion 
through direct experience, visits, and web-based interactions; and interdepend-
ence across cultural and geographical boundaries within the Body of Christ;   

Strengthen one another for mission, by building a relationship in which each partner 
is both giver and receiver – both congregations have strengths that could form the 
basis for this relationship; and  

Foster and nurture the potential for each one to carry out its mission in the context of 
its community.  

 
A group of five from Trinity traveled to Merida in October 2019 , to ‘listen and learn’ from 
the St. Luke’s clergy, vestry, and parishioners.  Ruth Gless, Madeleine Trichel, Dale 
Deubler, Alan Sheppard and Richard Korn attended Sunday services in English (some of 
the group also attended the service in Spanish), shared meals, had several discussions, 
visited the site of the St Luke’s outreach ministry, and explored Merida and a nearby Ma-
yan archeological site.   
 
We learned much about St Luke’s and shared our knowledge of Trinity, and we discov-
ered that we had many things in common with them as Episcopalians. We discussed 
strengths and problems facing both our congregations. And we were glad to have time 
for personal introspection and interactions with each other.   
 
Following our visit, we prepared and presented twice at Adult Forum and prepared de-
tailed reports to share with the vestries of both churches.  In February, there is a plan for 
the Trinity vestry to discuss further forming a five-year relationship which would provide 
the short term sustainability important for the development of mutually beneficial measur-
able objectives. 
 
The St. Luke’s congregation does not request financial support.  They are seeking a rela-
tionship with Episcopal congregations because of the isolation of their parish which is 
one of only two in Mexico. They want to deepen individual relationships with Episcopali-
ans in the U.S.   
 
The visiting group self-funded their trip. However, the group is very grateful to Trinity for 
financial contributions which helped off-set a small amount of unexpected trip costs and 
which provided a gift to assist with St. Luke’s outreach mission.  St. Luke’s was in turn 
extremely thankful for the support.   
 
Anyone wanting further information should please contact Dale Deubler, daledeu-
bler@gmail.com  
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PIMIL 

The acronym, PIMIL stands for “Partners-in-Ministry-in-Liberia”.  From all indications, 
PIMIL is a “parish-wide ministry” led by thSunday school.  On the first Sunday of the 
month, the students and their leaders take up free-will offering for the education of the 
children in Liberia.  Members of the congregation are individually sponsoring students as 
well.  For this, we are grateful!  In the current academic year, PIMIL is supporting 189 stu-
dents.  The goal is to sponsor 200 students!  In 2020 PIMIL is beginning the second dec-
ade of fundraising activities for this cause.  The yearly event will conclude with an Interna-
tional Luncheon and Silent Auction at St. Philip Episcopal Church, 166 Broad Street, Co-
lumbus on Saturday, July 18, 2020 from 12:30-3:30 p. m.  The parish greatly supports this 
event by a family printing the tickets and of providing the American portion of the Interna-
tional dinner of Lasagna.  The theme this year is “Seeking to Belong”, based on Jesus’ 
teaching of referring to Himself as The Good Shepherd (John 10:16).  The Guest Speaker 
is Stakeholder, The Rev. Canon Dr. Wilmot T. Merchant, II, Rector, St. Stephen’s Episco-
pal Church, North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina.  Canon Merchant will help us set the fu-
ture vision of PIMIL as we embark on the next decade of fundraising.  Tickets are $20 for 
adults, children 12 and under free!  There are many rewarding intercultural activities for 
the entire family.  You don’t wish to miss it!  The mission of PIMIL through education: 

-Demonstrating God’s Love through Jesus 
-Restoring Hope 
-Transforming lives 
-Enabling Dreams 
-Helping to rebuild Liberia  
-Fulfilling the SDGs* 

(*The UN Sustainable Development Goals 2015,  
Adopted by the Episcopal General Convention 2016- 
An extension of the MDGs 2000 

                                    - Mother Abby & Rachel Friend 
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NECROLOGY 

Let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for 
evermore are one.  

Leslie B Swinford 
Peter Davies Webster 

John J Light 
Jane McGrew 
Helen Bercaw 
    

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou bearest 
unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of  thee, 
they may go from strength to strength in the life of  perfect service in thy heav-
enly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

“Emmanuel, God with Us” 
Icon in Trinity Church written by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Lilly, OHN 

For may years, “Mother Elizabeth” served Trinity Church with devotion, prayerful attention, and 
zest… Her earthly life ended as Trinity prepared for Christmas 2017, but she - with the angels and 
archangels and all the company of  heaven - surely delights in the love of  the Lord, and her creative 
spirit joins our songs and prayers each time we gather at Trinity Church. 
       -- The Rev. Richard A. Burnett, Rector 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2019 

 
(The sacraments are signs of the new life of God and Christian nurture in a parish family.  

We at Trinity Church celebrate the following grace-filled encounters of 2018.) 
 
 

Baptisms –   Beckham Alan Hemmerick  
   Theodore Alton Barnes  
   Benicio Pablo McCord 
     
 
 
Confirmation  Abigail Olivia Sapp 
   Lusu Jallah 
 
 
 

 Marriages –   Virginia Hart Buckingham/Adam McKenzie Roberts 
    Jaimie Lynn McQuirt/Dwayne Lamont Hairston 
    Benjamin Edward Gruber/Dustin Shane Chase 
    Michelle Yvonne Orr/Aleksander Robert Stemen 
    Michelle Erin Kentrup/Steven Michael Collins 
    Diane Nabil Haddad/Peter Anselem Reisz 
    Amy Glandon/Steven Heyman 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity. 
 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. 
Music: Nicaea, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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