
 



 1 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
on 

CAPITOL SQUARE 
Columbus, Ohio 

 
Agenda – 201st   Annual Meeting 

11:00 A.M. – January 27, 2019 
 

“Every member of the Parish, male or female, sixteen (16) years of age or older, who has been such 
member for six (6)  months preceding the election, and who has signed the Articles of Parochial 
Incorporation, and contributed to the support of the Parish in the mode it may through its Vestry 
appoint, shall be a lawful voter of the Parish; and any such voter may be elected a member  of the 
Vestry.”     [Trinity Parish by-laws, Article 4] 

 

1. Welcome, Opening Prayer 

2. Call to Order by the Rector 

     3. Minutes of 200th  Annual Parish Meeting 
4. Signature of the Articles of Incorporation 

5. Election of a Clerk for the Annual Meeting 

6. Approval of the Acts of the Corporation 

7. Nominations and introduction of the Candidates 

8. Opening of the Polls 

9. Reports to the Parish 

A. Rector 

B. Sr. Warden 

C. Jr. Warden 

D. Connectional Missioner 

E.  Financial Reports by Treasurer 

i. Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balance at the year-end 2018 

ii. Income and Expense Summary 2018 

iii. Endowment Committee 

F. Presentation and action on the 2019 Budget 

10. Reports of Parish Ministry Teams and Organizations 

11. Other business 

12.  Necrology 

13.  Adjournment, closing Hymn and Benediction  
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MINUTES—200TH ANNUAL MEETING 

January 28, 2018 - 11:00 a.m. 

Following opening prayers, the meeting was called to order by  

The Rev. Richard Burnett at 11:20 a.m.  

Election of  Clerk:  Judy McKissick was appointed as Clerk. 

Minutes of  the 199th Annual Parish Meeting:  Minutes were approved as submitted. 

Signature of  the Articles of  Incorporation:  New members of  the parish were 
invited to sign the Articles of  Incorporation. 

Acts of  Incorporation:   Motion was explained by Jerry Sellman and approved. 

Nomination and Introduction of  Candidates for Vestry:  Rhoda Allen, Sr. Warden; 
Brad Sturm, Jr. Warden; Sasha Beyer, Catherine Cheek, David White and David 
Caldwell were introduced and approved to serve on the Vestry. 

Reports to the Parish:  See reports printed in booklet. 

Call to Growth:  Mary Gahbauer and Phyllis Duryee reported that this successful 
campaign raised $750,000, which will be used to increase the congregation, repair the 
building, hire a Connectional  Missioner to improve communication inside and outside 
the church, landscape in front of  church, improve signage.            

Reports of  Parish Ministry Teams and Organizations:  See reports printed in 
booklet. 

Special thanks were expressed to Tom Belcher for his dedication to Trinity during the 
past 22 years. 

Mission to Liberia:  Rachael Friend announced that Madeline Trichel would be 
traveling to Liberia in March 2018 to meet with children and parents to learn how we 
might enhance educational opportunities for them.  Contributions for the trip and the 
children would be appreciated. 

Richard and Katharine Burnett expressed thanks for the privilege of  serving the 
parishioners of  Trinity. 

Necrology:  Prayers were offered for members of  Trinity who died in 2017. 

Closing Hymn:  Kevin Wines lead those present in the singing of  “Holy, Holy, Holy.” 

Following the closing prayer, the meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy McKissick 
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CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY 
(Three persons for 3-year terms) 

Robbie McCord 
Robbie has been attending Trinity Episcopal Church with his wife Dionisia since moving to 
Columbus in 2017. A lifelong Episcopalian, he reaffirmed his baptismal vows in 2018 at 
Trinity. He recently began serving as an acolyte and has also volunteered at In the Garden. 
Robbie is interested in how the church can take an active role in addressing pressing issues 
such as climate change and immigration. As an educator, he hopes to contribute to adult 
formation classes in the coming year. 

Outside of Trinity, Robbie works as a content designer for a 4th and 5th grade reading 
curriculum at McGraw-Hill publishing. He volunteers as an English as a second language tutor 
to refugees at the Columbus Dominican Learning Center. Additionally, he is taking courses to 
complete a master’s degree at Ohio State in instructional design and technology. Robbie is an 
avid runner (completed the Columbus Marathon in 2018!). He and his wife enjoy their home in Merion Village with 
their two cats and cheering on their alma mater, Michigan State, in basketball, football, and hockey.  

He is very grateful to be a part of this wonderful congregation and is excited to serve on the vestry.  

Deborah Dawes Fortkamp 
Thank you for the honor of inviting me to join the Trinity Vestry. Having been a member of 
several parishes from SanFrancisco,CA to Baltimore,MD, I hope to bring a unique perspective 
to the Trinity Vestry. 

My husband and I were both raised and educated here in Columbus and were happy to return 
here in retirement. Frank and I were married here at Trinity in 1975 but because of his work in 
education we moved immediately to CA where we raised 3 children. Unfortunately none of 
them reside in Ohio. So I find myself travelling regularly to see them, my 4 grandchildren and 
3 great-grandchildren in MI, MD and VA. 

I have worked in a variety of positions as we moved across this country. In SanFrancisco,we 
were members of Grace Cathedral and were both involved there. I was employed as the 
wedding coordinator and an administrative assistant to an associate priest. Frank helped develop an education 
program for adults. For several years I was the administrative assistant to an interim Dean at the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation.  I also have worked as a bookkeeper with several CPAs in CA, MI, WV and MD. In 1998, Frank retired 
from teaching in Baltimore to become an Episcopal priest. Prior to our meeting in 1973 , he had trained and was 
ordained as a Roman Catholic priest. So it was a natural transition which we both enjoyed until Franks official 
retirement in 2011 when we returned to Columbus. 

I have been blessed by many faithful and talented influences and privileged to be descended from many strong 
leaders as well as married to a man who shared my commitment to social justice and peace. Having had such an 
interesting and exciting life, I have come full circle in Columbus and am now adjusting to my new life since Frank 
died in 2017. I enjoy being with family and friends, listening to classical music and travelling. I am currently the 
treasurer of a Twig of Childrens Hospital, am a member of The History Club and the CSG Book Club and an active 
volunteer at The Dawes Arboretum. Now I look forward to serving on the Trinity Vestry and 
to meeting and working with many more parishioners. 

Grieg Lake, CPA 
A lifetime resident of Bexley Ohio and Bexley High School graduate. Grieg is a Franklin 
University graduate in accounting and also holds and MBA from Franklin University. His 
career includes 28 years upper level accounting. 
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RECTOR’S REPORT 
 — THE REV. RICHARD A. BURNETT 

           

Welcome to the 201st Annual Parish Meeting of Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Columbus, Ohio.  We have much to give thanks for 
today as we review our common life shared in the past year and 
look ahead to the work God gives to do in 2019 and beyond. This 
meeting has as its official business the election of three (3) vestry 
members, each serving a three-year term. We will also approve the 
appointment of Trinity’s lay delegates to the annual convention of 
the Diocese of Southern Ohio. These elections and appointments insure that Trinity Church’s 
voice is heard at all levels of Episcopal Church life and that the vital spirit of this congregation 
enriches the ecumenical church. We can rejoice that the acts we share in today are both important 
for our congregation’s future and for a stronger Christian witness beyond this parish. 
 
First, let me personally thank both church wardens, Rhoda Allen and Brad Sturm, for their wise  
and engaged leadership with the vestry and me over the past year.  Rhoda and Brad will remain a 
dynamic team for the coming year (both terms end, sadly, next year), so be sure to thank them 
along with the current vestry for their faithful service to God’s mission in this beloved 
community. Three vestry members end their terms today: Jake Cunliffe, Alan Sheppard, and 
Ernest Perry.  Jake works closely with the Community Ministry Team, is a research volunteer for 
Columbus’ BREAD Organization, and serves regularly at the altar on Sundays and weekdays and 
at Adult Formation classes. He and his spouse, Jenna, will enter a new community in the summer 
when Jake enters theological seminary (where is TBD because he already has several offers!) and 
Jenna starts a post-doctoral appointment in astronomy. Alan has been central to our Buildings & 
Grounds efforts working closely with Trinity’s Buildings Administrator Bob Wicks and the 
restoration planning coming out of the Bicentennial Capital Campaign. He will continue as an 
altar server and help Trinity in many ways “seen and unseen.” Through much of his term, Ernest 
has given the vestry helpful counsel in best practices of non-profit management and long-range 
planning. Please join me in thanking all these people for their selfless efforts to strengthen the 
common life of Trinity, Capitol Square. 
 
Last year, at Trinity’s 200th Annual Meeting, I announced several specific plans to make our 
parish more connected in areas related to parish life, congregational development, community 
relations, and communications. Following a period of discernment and exploration we found 
Stacey Kyser, a highly skilled person who brings the two essentials – “connectional” abilities and 
“missional” commitments – to the new, full-time staff position of Connectional Missioner. 
Evidence of success is already showing in the many areas in Stacey’s portfolio. Stacey and I are 
confident that she will help equip us more fully in the work of invitation, welcome, and nurture in 
Christian community so needed in our downtown setting. I am delighted that Stacey accepted my 
invitation to join Diane and Tom and Bob and Kevin and Rachel and me in Trinity’s program and 
common life. We welcome her to a wonderful team! 
 
There is another aspect to Stacey’s ministry at Trinity Church this year: she is finishing a Master 
of Divinity degree at Methodist Theological Seminary in Ohio (Delaware) and is currently taking 
a basic unit (400 hours) in Clinical Pastoral Education through Ohio Health. So, along with our 
Parish Seminarian Michael Tigner (presently in Berkeley, CA, with his residential gathering at  
Church Divinity School of the Pacific) and Jake Cunliffe who heads off to theological studies in a 
few months, Stacey brings the energy, spirit of inquiry, disciplined analysis, and infectious hope 
of The Divinity Student to Trinity Church. Let’s be sure to engage them…and support them…in 
their faithful journeys. 
 
In this city and beyond, Trinity has long been known for the beauty and boldness of its worship, 
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music, and artistic expressions, and 2018 has been a banner year. Kevin Wines leads a talented 
choir each Sunday in a wide spectrum of musical pieces. From the Baroque to “Bernstein at 100,” 
the music experienced at Trinity is planned to engage, inspire, and enliven our common worship. 
Last spring Trinity was honored to host the Bexley High School Choir before their multi-city 
European tour, and in December we welcomed them back to the church when they sang at 
midday prior to a Holiday Concert in the Statehouse Rotunda. It is in connectional moments like 
these – community to community, multigenerational and musical and interreligious – that Trinity 
can shine a loving light in the darkest days. Thanks to our music, our arts (like the beautiful 
butterflies gifting our worship last Easter and the French Nativity Scene prepared creatively for 
Advent-Epiphany), and our worship (with “expanded” language following the actions of General 
Convention last summer!) Trinity welcomes and nurtures the stranger, the neighbor, the friend, 
and even those we might sometimes call our enemy in this house of prayer for all people. 
 
May we turn to a new year of mission in the faith of our mothers and our fathers, rejoicing in the 
promise that God will be our rock and our salvation, a very present help in all ways. Katharine 
joins me in thanking you for the joys and wonders of sharing our lives in Christ with each of you, 
in building up the body of Christ Jesus for the work of ministry. 
 
Your rector and friend, 
 

 

Richard A. Burnett 
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It has been a pleasure to serve with a committed group of people who make up the Vestry, 
committee chairs and staff of Trinity. 

As you all know we completed the Bicentennial Campaign for Growth which ended  

on a high  note thanks to the leadership and hard work of Phyllis Duryee, Mary Gahbauer and 
Nikki Wimsatt.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

The vestry has made decisions to effectively use the money that was pledged in the way requested 
by the congregation and outlined during the campaign. 

You have seen the garden in front of Trinity changed in order to show the building more 
beautifully.   

Progress is being made to redesign the three outdoor signs.  

The vestry decided to fix the things in the building that would cost us more money if they were not 
fixed. 

Due to a designated gift we were able to hire a Connectional Missioner, Stacey Keyser.  If you 
have not met Stacey yet, please make it a point to introduce yourself to her. 

Vestry members usually serve for three years. Jake Cunliffe, Ernest Perry and Al Sheppard will 
leave the vestry this year with my great thanks.  I trust I will be able to continue to utilize your 
good council. The congregation will elect three people to fill these positions at the annual meeting. 

Bill Forbes has served as the treasurer for several years. He has asked to retire from that position. 
Bill, thank you for your noble and meticulous work for Trinity. Happily, Joel Norris, previous 
senior warden, has agreed to be the treasurer. 

The vestry members, in coordination with the endowment committee, make every effort to be 
good stewards of your contributions. They depend on your pledges to support the daily work of 
Trinity in its daily functioning. 

In the coming year I anticipate that we will become more connected with each other and those 
who live around us as we develop a Beloved Community. 

 

Submitted with gratitude while looking toward the future, 
Rhoda Allen, Senior Warden 
  
 

SR. WARDEN, RHODA ALLEN 
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JR. WARDEN, BRADLEY E. STURM 

We will continue to have an orderly account of how we deploy the funds raised in the Call to 
Growth capital campaign.  To date, we believe that we have identified and repaired all water 
intrusion problems, made the west entrance of the church more inviting, commissioned a firm to 
upgrade all three exterior lighted signs, added to the endowment, and hired our Connectional 
Missioner.  
In 2019, we will again apply for a grant from the National Fund for Sacred Spaces.  These funds 

are designated to preserve historic structures and enhance community engagement. What better 

example is there of making connection with the wider community in a historic setting than Trinity 

on Capitol Square. 

 

Brad Sturm, Junior Warden 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The stained glass panel featuring St George’s Cross was created by Barry Minnicks, 1933-2010, the 
late husband of Joanne Lynch (confirmed in 2018 at Trinity Church, the mother of Kay 
Sturm).  Barry began working in stained glass after his retirement from US Steel.  Barry created and 
installed stained glass for several churches, chapels and homes in Western Pennsylvania.  Barry was a 
Master Mason and a lifelong Episcopalian.  
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2019 OPERATING BUDGET 

  2018 Actual 2018 Budget  Budget  2019 Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense   Varience  

Income     

Total 1010 · Pledges 243,328.51 241,244.00 2,084.51 241,590.00 

Total 1020 · Plate & Contributions 27,890.25 15,704.00 12,186.25 20,000.00 

Total 1030 · Music Program & Event Income 180.00  180.00  

Total 1100 · Rent 24,400.00 23,100.00 1,300.00 22,900.00 

Total 1200 · Investments 183,541.58 130,750.00 52,791.58 185,700.00 

Total 1300 · Special 27,839.59 26,500.00 1,339.59 28,300.00 

Total 1400 · Grants 4,000.00 4,500.00 -500.00 4,000.00 

Total Operating Income 511,179.93 441,798.00 69,381.93 502,490.00 

Expense     

Total 8000 · Outreach 95,912.17 97,720.00 -1,807.83 75,220.00 

Total 7000 · Congregational Development 15,496.81 0.00 15,496.81 54,950.00 

Total 7200 · Pastoral Care 3,241.81 1,000.00 2,241.81 1,200.00 

Total 2000 · Clergy 117,223.61 118,103.00 -879.39 119,839.70 

Total 3000 · Administration 103,665.20 101,520.00 2,145.20 82,515.00 

Total 3300 · Parish Office 28,039.04 24,020.00 4,019.04 27,360.00 

Total 3800 · Ministry Support & Meetings 1,972.18 1,700.00 272.18 2,950.00 

Total 5000 · Music Staff 48,486.65 51,187.00 -2,700.35 57,356.00 

Total 6000 · Christian Education 6,766.19 6,620.00 146.19 7,077.69 

Total 7300 · Worship 7,942.42 8,775.00 -832.58 7,810.00 

Total 4000 · Building and Grounds 97,779.32 93,483.00 4,296.32 105,559.00 

Total Operating Expense 526,525.40 504,128.00 22,397.40 541,837.39 

Net Operating Income -15,345.47 -62,330.00 46,984.53 -39,347.39 

Other Income/Expense     

Total Other Income 316,863.42 8,334.00 308,529.42 118,100.13 

Total Other Expense 253,680.43 7,451.00 246,229.43 193,329.16 

Net Other Income 63,182.99 883.00 62,299.99 -75,229.04 

Net Income 47,837.52 -61,447.00 109,284.52 -114,576.43 

TREASURER’S REPORT  (For the year ended 12/31/2018) 

 — William Forbes, Treasurer 

2018 Operating Budget Review 

The 2018 Operating results and analysis to the 2018 Budget for Trinity Episcopal Church for 
presentation to members of the congregation has been prepared in two formats. One, included with 
this report, is a summary of each individual cost center, the second is a detailed line by line 
presentation of each revenue and expense and is available upon request. 

There has been a structural change to the Income statement, removing those items of a capital nature 
to the Other Income/Other Expense section to better reflect the Church’s actual operating income 
and expenses. Significant budget variances appear on this report due to the fact that Capital Campaign 
revenue and expenditures were not budgeted for 2018. 
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Anyone wishing to discuss this presentation in further detail should contact either William Forbes, 
Treasurer or Robert Wicks, Fiscal Administrator. 

2018 ended with a Net Operating shortfall of $15,345.47, $39,347.39 less than the budgeted 
shortfall of $62,330.00. The Net Income, once Other Income and Expenses are included resulted in 
a surplus of $47,837.52 compared to a budgeted shortfall of $61,447, representing the receipts of 
current Capital Campaign pledges.  

Revenue - $69,382 over budget 

Pledge Income - $2,085 over Budget 
Plate and Non-Pledge Contributions - $12,186.25 
Rent - $1,300 over budget, offsets 2017 shortfall 
Investments - $52,791.58 over Budget (See Endowment Report) 
Special - $1,339 over Budget – More weddings performed than budgeted 
Grants - $500 under budget, no additional grants received in 2018 

Expenses - $22,397 over budget 

Outreach - $1,808 under budget, Outreach expenses have not been allocated from the account 
funding the required match 

Congregational Development - $15,497 over budget, Connectional Missioner not budgeted for 2018 
Pastoral Care - $2,274 Over Budget – Additional expenditure funded from outside sources 
Clergy - $879 Under Budget 
Administration - $2,145 over budget 
Parish Office - $4,019 over budget, mostly due to technology upgrades to support Connectional 

Missioner 
Ministry Support - $240 over budget 
Music - $2,700 under Budget 
Christian Education - $146 over budget 
Worship - $832 under budget 
Building & Grounds - $4,296 over budget, electricity, water utilities and HVAC repairs over budget 

Net Operating Income - $46,985 over budget 

Net Income - $62,300 over budget 

Capital Campaign income and expenditures were not budgeted for 2018 and have all been moved 
from the operating income to other income to better reflect the true nature of the expenditures. 

2019 Operating Budget 

The Finance Committee met and presented a proposed budget for 2019 to the Vestry at their January Meeting. The 
Stewardship Campaign remains active at this time and usually has taken until mid-February to be completed, the budget 
will be finalized at that time and a separate committee has been established to prioritize 2018 Capital Campaign 
supported initiatives for 2019 and a revised budget will be presented at that time. The 2018-19 Mission Share is due in 
June, the first half expense has been recorded in the Income Statement but no payments have been made to date. 
Expenses will continue to be closely monitored in an effort to provide a solution to the projected budget imbalance. 

Capital Campaign Note 

The current balance of the note incurred as part of the 2012 Capital Campaign is $95,000 and is 
being retired at $2,500 per month plus interest. The Endowment continues to monitor this note and 
has determined that the current revenue earned by the endowment has exceeded the interest paid on 
the note to date and will make a decision to retire the note if conditions warrant. The market 
downturn in December may drive a decision depending on results for January and February. 
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE’S REPORT   
(For the year ended 12/31/2018) 

 — Jerry Sellman, chair 

The Endowment Fund in 2018 did not benefit from a robust stock market, as was the case in 2017, 
but it weathered a pretty brutal storm in November and December. The Fund was fortunate to end 
the year with an overall 1.8% return. Draws from the Fund for operating expenses were $133,000, 
which was only slightly more than the $130,750 approved for the budget in 2018 under the 
Endowment Policy Spending rule. The draws would have been less but for a withdrawal of $31,000 
needed for roofing repairs. The Endowment Fund was repaid the $77,000 that was loaned for Capital 
Campaign expenses as promised.  

Most of the funds in the Endowment continued to be invested in Vanguard Equity Funds. 
Dividends earned in the portfolio for the year totaled $19,857, but the total Endowment Fund Value 
decreased by $31,644 due to the low overall return and the withdrawals made, as mentioned above. 
The 5/3 Endowment fund balance at the end of the year was $945,277. There were no additions to 
the Fund in 2018, with the exception of the Capital Campaign repayment of the loan to it in the 
amount of $77,000, which was included in the withdrawals from endowment funds. It is to be noted 
here that the Church received a gift from a lead Capital Fund Campaign donor in the amount of 
$50,000 to be placed in the Endowment Fund at the end of December, but was not deposited until 
January. As such, this generous gift to the Endowment will be reflected in the fund balance in 2019. 

Payments were made on the prior Capital Campaign Note from funds received in the current 
Capital Campaign reducing the outstanding principal balance to $95,000. 

The following is a summary of the current Endowment Funds. 

 

 

 

 

 

Values 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Endowment Principal 1,241,956 1,252,956 $1,252,956 $1,278,309 $1,136,895 $1,088,548 $945,277

Additions to  Principal 16,177 0 25,353 35,000 $0 $9,000 $0

Total Endowment Principal 1,252,956 1,252,956 $1,278,309 $1,313,309 $1,136,895 $1,097,548 $945,277

Rector's Mortgage Note 219,535 160,418 155,977 195,631 $191,904 $186,943 $182,640

Loan to Capital Campaign $77,000 $0

Total Vanguard Funds 1,276,984 1,465,709 $1,388,863 $1,174,152 $1,136,895 $1,088,548 $945,277

Year End Endow. Values 1,496,519 1,626,127 $1,544,840 $1,369,783 $1,328,799 $1,361,491 $1,127,917

Total Vanguard Equities 937,893 $1,176,912 $1,275,843 $1,138,557 $1,136,293 $1,088,548 $945,277

Equities % of Total End. 73.50% 80.30% 82.60% 83.20% 98% 98% 100%

% Equity Growth   7.30% 25.50% 8.40% 6.10% 11.9% 13.8% 1.8%

Vanguard Funds Income $25,409 $26,388 $28,100 $23,504 $22,170 $7,435 $19,857

Funding Formula to Ops. $114,876 $121,523 $123,588 $127,296 $129,396 $130,750 $130,750

Payments above Formula $51,732 0 $64,412 $39,412 $8,712 -$8,014 $2,250

Cap. Mortgage Prin. Pay. $100,033 $30,000 $30,000 $30,000 $30,000 $23,264 $30,000
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In accordance with the “funding formula” approved by the Parish in 2000, Endowment 
support for Parish operations in 2019 will not increase in 2018; $130,750 will be budgeted for Trinity’s 
operational needs in 2019.  

As noted by prior reports, continual depletion of the Endowment Principal will eventually 
result in an inability of the Fund to support Parish operations. The rate of depletion accelerated a bit 
in 2019 due to the weak stock market, so the overall Endowment Fund is down as set forth above. 
Market conditions do influence the growth of the Endowment Fund, but favorable market conditions 
cannot have the significant impact that pledge income and balanced budgets have upon the Fund. We 
all need to work on increasing the Fund’s principle and decreasing the financial demands on it.  

Members of your Endowment Committee in 2018 were Rev. Richard Burnett, Rhoda Allen 
(Sr. Warden), Bill Forbes (Treasurer), Joel Norris, Jane Oman, Jerry Sellman (Chair), Brad Sturm (Jr. 
Warden), and Robert Wicks (Financial Administrator). The Committee met quarterly to review current 
investment strategies, to analyze Endowment and Church operational cash flow projections, to discuss 
possible additional funding requests from the Vestry, and to discuss changes to the endowment 
funding policy. Believing that the investment advisors to the various Vanguard funds are far more 
sophisticated and knowledgeable about continually shifting market conditions, the Committee has 
elected to stay with the current mix of Vanguard funds, noting that the fixed income portion of the 
endowment is approaching zero by design. It is anticipated that over the next few months the market 
will rebound to gain some of the lost value during the months of November and December, 2018.  

 Twice in 2018, the Committee, and friends, hosted our downtown friends “In The Garden”, a 
very rewarding experience for all. 
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ALTAR GUILD 
 — Rhoda Allen 

Qualities of the members of the Altar Guild include being reliable, careful and spiritual. The altar is 
prepared for each service at Trinity.  The colors are those appropriate for the season. The way they 
are displayed is coordinated with the rector.   The linens are washed and ironed and silver is washed 
and polished, the candles are renewed as needed.  All this is done so that the worship area is ready for 
worship by the congregation   and visitors. 

The members of the Altar Guild for 2018 are Catherine Cheek, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Mary Gahbauer, 
Lynn Giljahn, Andrea Govan and Rhoda Allen. 

We would welcome anyone wishing to join in this ministry.  

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS  
 — Alan Sheppard, Tom Belcher, and Bob Wicks 

Capital Campaign in Action 

Significant activities have occurred addressing several issues Trinity has faced for years. Most of them 
funded primarily through recent Capital Campaign. The most obvious one is the renewal of the 3rd 
Street garden but we are in process of upgrading our signage, both at Broad & 3rd and at the entrance 
to the Parsonage. Trees have been trimmed to keep them off of the slate roof and to allow 
appropriate clearance to pedestrians on both streets. The most critical activity was to address the 
water entry into the buildings. This includes multiple locations, the entry from 3rd Street and both the 
northwest and southeast corners of the Church itself. Our vendor believes that these issues are now 
under control and we are waiting for the structure to stabilize so that internal repairs can be initiated. 
The 3rd Street entry’s interior has been repaired and repainted with the northwest corner of the 
sanctuary to follow.  

Energy Audit 

Trinity had an energy audit performed by Energility, funded through the State of Ohio and Columbia 
Gas, and the final report was presented to the Vestry at their December meeting. The Audit identified 
two major areas that will result in significant energy savings, conversion to LED lighting thruout both 
buildings and updating the controls regarding the HVAC controls. A group has been formed to 
prioritize the areas to be addressed this year, both those resulting from the Energy Audit and Capital 
Campaign. 

 

COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 
 — Jake Cunliffe, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, and Madeleine Trichel 

Horizon Prison Initiative - Madeleine Trichel 

Trinity parishioners continue to support incarcerated men and women in Ohio’s state prisons through 
the Horizon Prison Initiative at the London Correctional Institution and the Ohio Reformatory for 
women in Marysville. Gifts of fabric, yarn and knitting needles support community service projects at 
the women’s prison where Horizon’s women crochet prayer shawls that come back to Trinity for 
distribution.  A new knitting class is now making caps, scarves, and mittens for members of our In 
the Garden community.  Trinity regularly remembers incarcerated people in prayers, and Horizon’s 
men and women, in turn, pray for Trinity. 
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In The Garden (ITG) - Lori Dhiraprasiddhi 

ITG has just completed its 11th year.  We have forged a real partnership with Temple Israel.  They 
helped us by serving the meal on Easter, providing a meal in late April, and then both providing and 
serving the meal on the Sunday prior to Christmas.  We continue our long partnership with the OSU 
Muslim Student Association.  In addition to providing 90-100 sack lunches each Sunday when OSU is 
in session from September through the end of April, this year they donated over 100 long-sleeved t-
shirts, 100 hats/gloves, and 100 bags filled with toiletries for our guests.   

We appreciate the generous contributions of toiletries provided by Mrs. Grunauer (Andrew’s mother) 
and friends from Erie, PA.  We have welcomed several new Trinity parishioners to our list of hosts, as 
well as Memorial Middle School as a provider of a meal twice a year.  Our schedule for 2019 welcomes 
back Dublin Presbyterian, celebrates a partnership of St. James and St. Andrews, and hopes to 
welcome St. Mark Episcopal church to our list of providers.    

In 2019, we are transitioning to a more “team” approach to hosts each Sunday.  Our support from 
both our partners and members of the Columbus community is strong.  If you are interested in joining 
us any Sunday, and/or can contribute items in need, please see Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Jake Cunliffe, or 
Chiseko Hamisi.  We would love to have your involvement. 

Community Ministry Report - Jake Cunliffe 

The Community Ministry team has met most months since July 2017, to discuss existing fellowship 
ministries and think creatively about how Trinity can continue to build community within the 
congregation. Chiseko Hamisi is the meeting chair and Catherine Cheek is the liaison to the Vestry.  

The following language summarizes the team’s purpose: 

- Provide a warm welcome and friendship to all who visit the church building or any of Trinity’s 
ministries; 

- Support and strengthen Trinity’s ministries; and 

- Nurture the growth of the Church and inspire new leaders to discern opportunities for us to better 
live in communion with each other. 

In addition to In The Garden and Horizon Prison Initiative, the team organizes two regular ministries:  

B.R.E.A.D. - Trinity members met with each other and as part of full BREAD gatherings several 
times this year to select a new issue to advocate on in 2019, which will be Care for Elders. As part of 
this process, Trinity members met with members of St John’s Worthington to listen to each other and 
discern our community’s most pressing needs. Three Trinity members will continue to work on the 
Families First and Affordable Housing Now! research committee, and four congregation members are 
BREAD Justice Network Members. Activity around the previous year’s advocacy culminated in the 
annual Nehemiah Action on May 1, with around 20 members of Trinity attending. Catherine Cheek is 
the head of Trinity’s BREAD effort. 

His Place – St John’s Dinners – Trinity prepared and served three dinners at St John’s Episcopal 
Church in Franklinton in 2018. We have built a relationship with students at Ohio Wesleyan who 
volunteer their time to serve with us. Three dates have been agreed for 2019, the first of which is on 
March 6.  

Other – The Community Ministry team planned Trinity’s participation at the Columbus Pride march 
in June, along with other local Episcopalians. We also marched with an Episcopal youth group at 
March for Our Lives, a historic national protest against gun violence, organized a trip to the Columbus 
Clippers in August and a trip to the theater in December, and have been involved in Coffee Hour and 
Game Night planning. Most recently, members of the team worked with other staff to draft Trinity’s 
inclusion statement.  
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In 2019, the Community Ministry team will work intentionally to learn how Trinity can be 
transformed into Becoming Beloved Community.  

Community Ministry meetings are now open to all and held monthly on weekday evenings, usually 
from 6.30pm. Dates and locations are advertised in eChimes a couple of weeks before each meeting. 

 

Connectional Missioner 
 — Stacey Kyser 

The Trinity community has provided me with an incredibly warm welcome and I am grateful and 
excited to be the first Connectional Missioner for this 201-year-old parish.  Through the vision of the 
Bicentennial Call to Growth campaign, the position was created to focus on communications, parish 
life and congregational development.  These areas can be interpreted in many different ways, yet the 
plan I have put in place for the coming year is themed Pathways to Connection and focuses on 
engagement and empowerment.  Through prayerful effort, I hope to deepen and widen the 
relationships of those in connection with Trinity.  The work is such that people who are new to 
Trinity as well as those who have worshipped here for decades will continue to expand their 
relationship with God through the church, its ministries and the community.  

The weekly eChimes was reinstated in October and has been a helpful way to communicate 
announcements, highlight important topics through videos and pictures and notify of events.  With 
the help and guidance of man, in the coming months we will launch a new website with a refreshed 
logo.  In addition, Trinity is now capable of setting up reoccurring pledges through an online giving 
portal and we will have some of our 2019 pledgers utilizing this tool.   

Hospitality and the experience of new visitors and members will be a focus in the coming year and I 
will work with many of you to fine tune this process and find ways to help those who are new to the 
Episcopal tradition and/or visiting for the first, second, third or fifteenth time to feel welcomed and 
have the opportunity to serve.   

Thank you for the kindness you have shown me over the past months.  I am looking forward to 
continuing to be part of the Trinity community in the coming year.  I encourage you to reach out to 
me to share your visions and hopes for Trinity and new calls you have on your life and ways to explore 
our walk in faith.   

 

FLOWER GUILD 
 — Patricia Rugola 

Susy Meiling, Pat Rugola and Debbie Wiedwald plan and arrange the altar flowers throughout the year. 
This year we added a harvest festival altar the Sunday after Thanksgiving, with pineapples, oranges, 
apples, squash, peppers, cauliflower and other vegetables and fruit, which was well received, and which 
will become an annual feature. 

At Easter, Advent, and Christmas, we are joined by so great a cloud of witnesses who help with 
arranging Easter lilies and other spring flowers, led by Pat Rugola; hanging greens at the beginning of 
Advent; and arranging poinsettias at the end of Advent for the Christmas season, both tasks led by 
Debbie Wiedwald. Special thanks to Bill Mains and Brian Smith for providing fresh new bows for 
Advent and Christmas this year. 

Ruth Gless has orchestrated the gradual staging of the 19th century French nativity scene throughout 
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. Her gift has added immeasurably to our experience of these holy 
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seasons. 

Among those who have helped to decorate the church for Easter and Epiphany are Katharine 
Burnett, Catherine and Mark Cheek, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Debbie Fortcamp. Bill Mains and Brian 
Smith, Michael Tigner, Stacey Kyser, Rhoda Allen, Bob Griffith, and with inestimable help from our 
Sexton Tom Belcher. 

 

LAY WEEDERS  
 — Patricia Rugola 

This year the Lay Weeders, and especially Jane Forbes, worked with Phyllis Duryee, co-chair of the 
Capital Campaign, to upgrade the plantings surrounding the front courtyard in order to simplify that 
space and make it more inviting. This was one of the goals identified during Capital Campaign 
discussions. Brian Bernstein of the landscape design firm REALM Collaborative submitted a plan 
which called for the removal of overgrown serviceberries, declining yews and roses; the addition of ivy 
in front of the southwest wall; the addition of liriope in the central north and south courtyard beds; 
and the pruning of the viburnums to emphasize their form. Goals were opening up the space and 
making it easier to maintain. The plan was submitted to the vestry for approval. The landscaper Jake 
Miller has been engaged by the Capital Campaign to help with maintenance. We are all pleased with 
the results of these changes.  

We added several dozen shade-tolerant perennials to the south bed this past year, and plan to add 
several dozen more this spring, with the eventual goal of filling that bed, mostly with spring-blooming 
plants, as most shade lovers flower in spring. Those who worked in the Trinity Garden this past year 
included Rhoda Allen, Bill and Jane Forbes, Lynn and Jack Giljahn, and Pat Rugola. 

We welcome new members of all levels of horticultural expertise. It doesn’t take much sophistication 
to distinguish trash from plants, and cleanup is one of our most essential tasks. You will learn about 
plants and how to take care of them in a low-stress, low-risk environment (i.e. e. you’re not killing 
your own plants). Please contact Pat Rugola if you’re interested. 

 

ST. MARGARET'S PASTORAL CARE CIRCLE 
 — Mary Gahbauer & Andrea Govan, co-conveners 

As a congregation Trinity always welcomes new members, and gives thanks for the new life that they 
bring to us with their particular gifts. However our congregation also suffer losses as frailty, disability 
and illness overtake other members. Pastoral Care is a ministry of connectedness that sustains the 
feeling of “belonging” to Trinity in those who are unable to be physically present. The term “pastoral” 
comes from Jesus’ threefold commandment to Peter in John 21 that he should “pasture my 
lambs” (take care of His believers), and is enacted at Trinity by providing friendship and community 
through personal visits, hand-made greeting cards, flowers in season, prayer shawls, and funeral 
hospitality. We offer practical help in times of need, for example emergency food supply, elder or child 
care, and rides to doctor and hospital appointments. Additionally there are several members of the 
congregation who are licensed as Lay Eucharistic Visitors, and these persons can take communion 
from Trinity’s altar to the homebound if desired.  

In the fall of 2018, Trinity added a new staff member - Stacey Kyser as Connectional Missioner. The 
duties of this new position are various: connecting us with one another through a robust parish life; 
connecting new members and community friends to Trinity’s ongoing public witness and 
congregational development; and holding our whole life together through digital, print, and other 
forms of communications. Stacey has been a Godsend to Trinity! And our pastoral connections have 
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been enhanced greatly by the work she and many other leaders have done in 2018. Members of the 
Pastoral Care Circle include anyone who is able to step up when needed to augment the pastoral care 
of the Rector. Particularly active in visiting in the last year have been Karen Sellman, Lynn Giljahn, 
Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, and Mary Gahbauer. Others who have offered help are Scott Hoshor-Johnson, 
Karen Mehta, and Ken Leslie. Rhoda Allen and Judy McKissick have continued to be stalwarts in 
providing funeral hospitality, and Pat Rugola is a faithful designer of lovely hand-made greeting cards 
and bouquets. Many others have visited and cared for Trinity’s people in adversity. 

We can not supply this sustaining care unless we know of the need. If you, or any Trinity member you 
know should ever become ill, need hospital care, companionship, prayers, or logistical help, please 
contact the Rector r-burnett@trinity.org, or Diane his admininstrative assistant at d-
donato@trinity.org  

 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
 — Diane Donato 

We are always busy in the Parish Office – so much so, 2018 flew by. The front desk has been occupied 
most of 2018 by a wonderful volunteer named Rory Cox. Rory comes in almost every day and assists 
in helping our guests who come in for food, hats and gloves, and socks. He also folds and assembles 
all the service bulletins. And we are also grateful for our new staff member, Tracey Kyser, who is a 
great addition to our team. She helps our guests when I’m unavailable and is a warm, caring welcomer 
to all our visitors.  

Besides all the administrative work for the parish, we assist homeless people and newly released ex-
offenders with their state IDs. This is done with the generosity of a grant from the diocese and a 
matching amount from the parish. We are able to help over 500 people a year with state IDs, which 
are essential for getting services. For some years now we offer the nave in the winter as a warming 
station to people who have nowhere to go and in the summer we are a cooling station. Every year the 
number of homeless has increased to the point that we have a pretty full house every weekday. 

There is so much more that we do and this is a slice. Please feel free to come and hang out with us any 
time and see the great hospitality and buzz of activity. 

 

WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS 
 — Kevin N. Wines, Director of  Music/Liturgist 

Trinity Church entered 2018 riding high on the bicentennial celebrations of the previous season. The 
Worship, Music & Arts team including the altar servers, Altar Guild and choir continued weekly to 
provide beautiful and uplifting worship services which are a cornerstone of Trinity’s mission 
statement. Focus was given as appropriate for each of the liturgical seasons of the year – especially 
Lent, Easter and Advent. 

Opportunities for further exploration of Holy Week and the Easter Vigil were available from the 
Diocese as well as continued study of the “Big Reads” first with Exodus and now with Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles. An outing to a wonderful concert by Apollo’s Fire brought the music of 
Jerusalem to Columbus – from all three religious traditions in that city’s history. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 — Rachel Friend, Dale C. Deubler & Madeleine Trichel 

Rachel Friend, Dale C. Deubler & Madeleine Trichel Trinity offer Sunday school for school age 
children (K-12) on a year round basis.  We offer Nursery Care as well for infants through PreK. 
While attendance varies, typically 7-9 children attend each week in the school age class. The nursery 
has only a couple of children every few weeks. Move-up from the nursery to school age class 
happens when a child enters Kindergarten.  We welcome visitors, of any age, at any time. Dale 
Deubler and Madeleine Trichel continue to be our Sunday school teachers. Each week with the 
school age children we read and discuss the Gospel reading for that day.  Sometimes our lessons are 
student lead.  Meaning one of them has a question on a topic and we will explore the answer over 
several weeks or even months.  We have an altar table that is decorated according to the liturgical 
season and may contain any art work the children would like to offer.  During the summer we 
provide informal activities and lessons outdoors. We also go outside and help in the garden by 
weeding and watering the flowers.   

The children continue to have an interest in helping Ebola orphans in Liberia so once again this year 
we collected loose change on the first Sunday of the month at both services.  This money is 
sponsoring the schooling of six Ebola orphans or partial orphan who only lost one parent during the 
Ebola epidemic of 2014-2015.   We are also contributing to six sites receiving “Christmas Joy”, a 
holiday party for children that includes Muslim students.  We are also working on repaying PIMIL 
for 50 solar lanterns that were purchased for the children to be able to do their homework.   Thank 
you for your continued support of this mission.  We did receive sad news from Liberia this fall, one 
of our former students, Abner Tenyan, passed away from an undetected heart condition.  We 
continue to lift him and his family up in prayer. 

We extend an open invitation to the entire parish to visit the Sunday school and see us in action! 
Please contact Rachel Friend if you are interested in helping on even a very limited basis.  
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NECROLOGY 
Let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for 
evermore are one.  

Sharon M. Whaley 
Rufus Short 

Christine Beth Barnes 
Jack Black Lake 

Ida Copenhaver Ginter 
    

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou bearest 
unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of  thee, 
they may go from strength to strength in the life of  perfect service in thy heav-
enly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 

“Emmanuel, God with Us” 
Icon in Trinity Church written by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Lilly, OHN 

For may years, “Mother Elizabeth” served Trinity Church with devotion, prayerful attention, and 
zest… Her earthly life ended as Trinity prepared for Christmas 2017, but she - with the angels and 
archangels and all the company of  heaven - surely delights in the love of  the Lord, and her creative 
spirit joins our songs and prayers each time we gather at Trinity Church. 
          -- The Rector 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2018 

 
(The sacraments are signs of the new life of God and Christian nurture in a parish family.  

We at Trinity Church celebrate the following grace-filled encounters of 2018.) 
 
 

Baptisms –   Franklin Ruida Li   
   Harlowe Michelle Stewart  
   Caroline Kate Guglielmi 
   Charley Mae Gasbarro 
    
 
 
Confirmation  Helen Joanne Lynch 
   Jackson Joseph Wimsatt 
 
 
 
Marriages –   Alexandria Renee Long /Michael Robert Wright 
   Rebecca Blair Marcin/David Scott Conway  , Jr. 
   Lauren Elizabeth Fanning/Joseph Litkovitz Brownfield 
   Kayla Elizabeth Scott/Nathan Charles Wyscarver 
   Oksana Chkrebtii Atkins/Edward C.M. Atkins 
   Abbey L Sebert/Michael T. Reed 
   Kristen Lee Dahlen/Harry Fredrick Mayfield IV 

   Erin Kathleen Darrah/Kevin James Johnson   
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NOTES: 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity. 
 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. 
Music: Nicaea, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 
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