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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
on 

CAPITOL SQUARE 
Columbus, Ohio 

 
Agenda – 200th  Annual Meeting 

11:00 A.M. – January 28, 2018 
 

“Every member of the Parish, male or female, sixteen (16) years of age or older, who has been such 
member for six (6)  months preceding the election, and who has signed the Articles of Parochial 
Incorporation, and contributed to the support of the Parish in the mode it may through its Vestry 
appoint, shall be a lawful voter of the Parish; and any such voter may be elected a member  of the 
Vestry.”     [Trinity Parish by-laws, Article 4] 

 

1. Welcome, Opening Prayer 

2. Call to Order by the Rector 

3. Minutes of 199th Annual Parish Meeting 

4. Signature of the Articles of Incorporation 

5. Election of a Clerk for the Annual Meeting 

6. Approval of the Acts of the Corporation 

7. Nominations and introduction of the Candidates 

8. Opening of the Polls 

9. Reports to the Parish 

a. Rector 

b. Sr. Warden 

c. Jr. Warden 

d. Financial Reports by Treasurer 

i. Assets, Liabilities and Fund Balance at the year-end 2017 

ii. Income and Expense Summary 2017 

iii. Endowment Committee 

E. Presentation and action on the 2017 Budget 

10. Reports of Parish Ministry Teams and Organizations 

11. Other business 

12.  Necrology 

13.  Adjournment, closing Hymn and Benediction  
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MINUTES—199TH ANNUAL MEETING 
January 29, 2017 - 11:00 a.m. 
 
Introduction: Before the meeting was called to order, the Rev. Richard A. Burnett 
began by mentioning the weekly meditation sessions being held in the Parish House 
by KTC Columbus, a Tibetan Buddhist organization that lost its facility due to 
arson; this was to emphasize the church's ties with groups of all faiths and the need 
to slow down and pay attention. Immediately thereafter, Rev. Burnett was surprised 
with a birthday cake and singing. After the important business was taken care of, the 
parish meeting was officially called to order at 11:31 am. 
 
Election of Clerk: Jonathan Hess was appointed as clerk by affirmation. 
 
Minutes of 198

th
 Annual Parish Meeting: The minutes of the 198th Annual Parish 

Meeting were made available to the attendees and accepted by affirmation. 
 
Signing the Articles of Incorporation: The Articles of Incorporation of Trinity 
were made available for new signatories to sign, enabling them to vote on new 
officers and on issues presented at the meeting. 
 
Approval of the Acts of the Corporation: A motion to approve the Acts of the 
Corporation was explained by Jerry Sellman and was approved by affirmation. 
 
Nomination and Introduction of the Candidates: Candidates for the four open 
positions on the Vestry were introduced; Jake Cunliffe, Phyllis Duryee (absent), 
Mark Snider and Tara Sapp. A motion to vote on the slate of candidates was put 
forth, seconded and the candidates were elected by affirmation. 
 
Reports to the Parish: 
 Senior Warden Joel Norris began by thanking the Vestry for their service. His 
initial concern as senior warden at the beginning of 2016 was the budget. He thanked 
John Redden and Bill Forbes for their assistance in significantly shrinking the deficit 
that was projected in the initial 2016 budget. He then discussed his vision for the 
church's mission, which was shaped in part by his attendance at the 31st Annual 
Consortium Conference where Presiding Bishop Curry spoke. 
 Junior Warden Rhoda Allen thanked the Altar Guild for their service to 
Trinity and received thanks from Rev. Burnett for her service. 
 Father Burnett then thanked Kevin Wines, Tom Belcher, Dave Fontana, 
Rachel Friend and Diane Donato for their service to Trinity. 
  
 
 
Music Director Kevin Wines outlined his plans for events for the coming year 
including Evensong and other concerts in the afternoon and evening, highlighted by 
a performance with members of the Columbus Symphony Orchestra coming in 
September. 
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 Bill Bronson and Bill Mains discussed upcoming events from the social 
committee and events relating to Trinity's bicentennial. 
 Mother Abby thanked Rachel Friend, the Director of Christian Formation, for 
her efforts on behalf of PIMIL, such as the monthly Loose Change Offering. 
 
Budget 
 
Bill Forbes thanked Dave Fontana for his assistance in preparing the budget. The 
deficit for 2016 was less than expected in large part due to Fresh Box remaining 
longer than originally planned, resulting in $1751 more than expected in revenue and 
$870 more in expenses. The budget report for 2016 was adopted by affirmation. 
 
The Vestry reviewed the proposed budget for 2017 on January 18. Jerry Selman, the 
new endowment chair, discussed the performance of the endowment over the past 
year. Due to the successful return on investment for 2016, the 2017 budget includes 
increases in staff pay and for the choir. 
 
Stewardship chairman John Redden was optimistic based on trends in pledges for the 
beginning of this year in comparison to last year; with the new pledges, it appears 
likely that the deficit for 2017 would drop below $10000. Bill Forbes then motioned 
to revisit the budget at the April Vestry meeting; this was approved. 
 
Other Business: Deborah Miller discussed the community dinners at St. John's in 
Franklinton. She hoped that there would be four such dinners for 2017, and secured 
the use of commercial-grade equipment for meal prep. 
 
Necrology: The assembly remembered the lives of Henry Davies Webster, Gayle 
Lamb Nash, Harold Taylor Duryee, Frances Jamison Sanders, Janice E. Heston, and 
Diana Harris Melvin. 
 
Following a closing hymn and prayer, the motion to adjourn passed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jonathan Hess 
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FINAL THOUGHTS 
A reading from Psalm 23:1-6: “The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, 
he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for his name’s 
sake. Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for 
you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a 
table before me in the presence of my enemies.  You anoint my head with 
oil; my cup overflows. Surely your goodness and love will follow me all 
the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 
 
The last eight years have been a journey with anticipation, challenges and successes at Trinity 
Episcopal Church.  During those years, I spent four years on the vestry, two years as Junior War-
den, and these last two years as Senior Warden. I have made countless new friends, worked with 
some incredible people and together we have accomplished much. 
 
No more important than celebrating our 200th year as a congregation.   I believe we made it 
through with splendid achievement.  The events over the last year have been amazing and the Bi-
Centennial Growth Campaign has bought us together in conversation and has given us a financial 
opportunity to address the future as we envision and shape our mission and ministry.  
I’m sure we will continue to be challenged but together we can make a difference.  When we look 
at the world around us, making a difference can feel lofty and unachievable.  Yet Christ calls us to 
lives of purpose.  There are many unique and inspiring stories of individuals who transform their 
communities with more little acts of kindness that impact people’s lives. 
I am convinced that we have among us the capability of fulfilling our mission in this place and 
carry on the legacy of those before us. I remember my early days on Vestry with Spencer Allen.  
He would deliver passionate pleas for commitment in supporting the church both spiritually and 
financially.  Believe it or not, I still have some of his handouts. 
I’m grateful for the generosity you all have made.  It will help provide for the future of Trinity, 
those of us in our congregation, and those in our community that need help and hope. 
It has been an honor to serve and I want to say thank you for the opportunity. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Joel Norris, Senior Warden at Trinity Episcopal Church 

SR. WARDEN, JOEL NORRIS  
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CANDIDATES FOR SR. & JR. WARDEN 

JR. WARDEN, RHODA ALLEN 
(CURRENTLY CANDIDATE FOR SR. WARDEN) 
Serving with Warden Joel Norris has been an honor.  Thank you 
Joel for your strong leadership during a very busy year at Trinity. 
 
The 200th Anniversary of the founding of the congregation has been 
celebrated throughout this year in a variety of ways.  There were 
historical, educational, musical, spiritual and fun presentations. 
 
With the guidance of a consultant, a Bicentennial Call for Growth 
Campaign was undertaken and goes forth.  This is to help Trinity do 
what God has given us to do. 
 
All of this was possible due to the involvement of the congregation 
in many committee meetings, planning, reaching out, and financial 
support. 
 
Thankfully submitted, Rhoda Allen 
 

 

CANDIDATE FOR JR. WARDEN, 
BRADLEY E. STURM 
Brad is completing his current term on vestry.  In the prior century, 

he served as vestry clerk, vestry member, junior warden, senior 

warden and treasurer.  He also served two terms on diocesan 

council. 

 

Brad Sturm is the Lead Portfolio Manager for the $7.5 billion 

private market real estate portfolio held by the Ohio Public 

Employees Retirement System.  He and his team are responsible for 

managing a portfolio of approximately 300 assets, held in 22 active 

separate account and co-investment relationships as well as 41 

active commingled fund investments.  Sturm and his team are also 

responsible for underwriting analyzing and recommending real 

estate investment strategies.   

 

Sturm earned an MA in economics, MA in industrial relations and a 

BA in economics from the University of Cincinnati.  He earned his 

MBA at The Ohio State University. He holds the Charter 

Alternative Investment Analyst designation. 
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RECTOR’S REPORT 
 — THE REV. RICHARD A. BURNETT 

            

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the 200TH ANNUAL 
PARISH MEETING of Trinity Episcopal Church in Columbus, 
Ohio. The wardens and vestry join me in offering great 
appreciation for Trinity’s common work over the past year of 
celebration, memory, and witness in this historic church, and we 
invite you to share in thanking God for the desire to engage the 
work set before us in a Third Century of ministry. This meeting 
has as its official business the election of one warden (to serve a 
two-year term) and three vestry members (each serving three-year 
terms). We will also approve the appointment of Trinity’s lay delegates to the annual convention 
of the Diocese of Southern Ohio. These elections and appointments insure that Trinity’s Church’s 
voice is heard at all levels of Episcopal Church life and that the lively spirit of this congregation 
enriches the ecumenical church. (Additionally, this coming July, I will represent the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio as a clergy deputy to the 79th General Convention of The Episcopal Church 
meeting in Austin, Texas.) The actions we share today are important for our congregation and for 
an expression of Christian witness beyond this parish.   
 
Trinity’s churchwardens are essential to our common life, and we have been blessed for two years 
by the grace-filled team of Joel Norris and Rhoda Allen.  Joel completes 8 consecutive years of 
vestry service today! First as vestry member, and for 4 years as warden, he led our move to hire a 
Director of Christian Formation, shared in Endowment Committee oversight, worked tirelessly to 
develop guidelines and goals for the Bicentennial Called to Growth Campaign, and has worked 
closely with me in many  matters of congregational life.  His energy, insight, wit, and courage are 
impressive, and today we say a heartfelt THANK YOU to Joel for faithful ministry among us! I’m 
delighted to report that the ever-ready and always-faithful Rhoda Allen will become Senior 
Warden, and that Brad Sturm, a past warden, treasurer and vestry member, will join Rhoda in a 
two-year term as Junior Warden.  Clearly, these able leaders greatly enrich Trinity Church.  
 
Today, we also thank Scott Hosher-Johnson and Ken Leslie for their creative and caring service 
over the past three years on Trinity’s vestry. Scott, a Eucharistic Minister, Lector, and Altar 
Server on Sundays, has done much to make our worship spaces brighter, cleaner and more 
beautiful. Ken is a pillar of the 8:00am service, welcoming new people and longtime friends both 
in morning worship and at Trinity’s In the Garden fellowship with kindness and compassion.  
Many thanks go to Scott and Ken for their service to the people of Trinity Church and the wider 
downtown community. 
 
Later in this Annual Meeting you will hear from others reporting on Trinity 200 celebrations and 
the Bicentennial Called to Growth Campaign. Please allow me to say how delighted we all are 
with the good work rendered by so many involved with these two related projects that mark in 
diverse ways Trinity’s first two hundred years of mission and ministry in the heart of Ohio’s 
capital city. Mary Gahbauer and Phyllis Duryee (with Nikki Wimsatt, volunteer administrator)
worked tirelessly through the year in leading an important campaign for growth—congregational 
and financial—that has energized many ministry teams, renewed commitments for mission 
priorities, and raised some $750,000 for financial security and connectional mission in our third 
century . . .Well done to all!  
So much that happens in Trinity’s life is thanks to our able staff, and today we thank Diane 
Donato, Tom Belcher, Rachel Friend, Kevin Wines and the Trinity Choir, past Financial& 
Buildings Administrator Dave Fontana and his successor Bob Wicks. We are blessed by them 
each day! 
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Last year I spoke of “connectional mission” in my annual report and said: 
I believe that we (Trinity, Capitol Square) can become a model of transformed connectional 
ministry for a new century, And, I believe that this is the time to start.  

Our plan to hire a Connectional Missioner in 2018 is a move forward toward this purpose.                                                   
 

Since last January, I have heard many wise words from a cross section of people reflecting on 
Trinity’s call to mission in a new century. Three comments stand out for me as I reflect with you 
on “the work God gives us to do”… 

 

A longtime member of Trinity, following the standing-room-only Bicentennial Concert at 
Trinity in early September, urged more opportunities for Trinity to be a “place of 
gathering and production of the arts and community forums” – with doors opened widely 
to the growing downtown residents and weekday neighbors. She also highlighted 
partnerships with arts and community funders. 

A current student at Kenyon College, speaking at Trinity’s Philander Chase Day panel, 
described her gratitude for Christian community following the Charlottesville neo-Nazi & 
white supremacist violence in mid-August, and imagined tomorrow’s church on campus, 
and even in cities and neighborhoods, becoming  “places of public lament and meaning-
making at times of pain, loss, and terror.”   

An ecumenical colleague, divinity school classmate, and leader in the Washington, DC-based 
international hunger advocacy organization, Bread for the World, said that from her 
vantage point, “Ohio and Florida are the starting places for all public policy concerns 
today…Everything and everywhere follows them!” 

 

The connections that emerge from these remarks are nearly unending, and they doubtless will be 
different for different people.  For me they challenge us to become more flexible and creative 
about programming; more imaginative and willing to risk being too certain or overly proud for 
the sake of caring deeply and boldly for another; more aware of the unique importance of our 
location and our call to tell others about the goodness of God “at all times and in all places”; more 
fully human and even more godly as we grow into Christ…in summary, more truly A HOUSE 
OF PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLE. 
 

Know that together, with God’s help, we can make it so. And please know also that Katharine and 
I are forever thankful to be given the chance to share this work among you. 
 

Your rector and friend, 

 

 

Richard A. Burnett   

 

 

, 
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Trinity Episcopal Church 

2017 Budget Analysis and 2018 Proposed Budget 

     

     

    Budget Proposed  

 Jan - Dec 17 2017 Budget Variance 2018 Budget 

Ordinary Income/
Expense     

Income     

      

Total 1010 · Pledges 214,609 213,850 759 231,005 

Total 1020 · Plate & 
Contributions 

37,638 17,500 20,138 18,100 

         1030 · Trinity 
200 Concert 

15,122  -  15,122 0 

Total 1100 · Rent 33,300 34,700 -1,400 23,100 

Total 1200 · Invest-
ments 

125,503 130,752 -5,249 135,884 

Total 1300 · Special 31,922 36,500 -4,578 26,500 

 Other Income 5,300 6,300 -1,000 5600 

Total Income 463,394 439,602 23,792 439,389 

Expense     
Total 8000 · Out-
reach 

68,966 89,381 -20,415 98,453 

Total 7200 · Pastoral 
Care 

1,474 1,000 474 1,000 

Total 2000 · Clergy 122,767 117,178 5,589 118,103 

Total 3000 · Admin-
istration 

103,106 100,803 2,303 101,520 

Total 3300 · Parish 
Office 

35,911 27,550 8,361 24,021 

Total 3800 · Ministry 
Support & Meetings 

2,245 1,850 395 1,700 

Total 5000 · Music 
Staff 

46,389 45,934 455 51,187 

Total 6000 · Chris-
tian Education 

6,607 7,310 -703 6,621 

Total 7300 · Worship 10,386 11,500 -1,114 8,775 

         8212 · Trinity 
200 Expenses 

15,520  -  15,520 0 

Total 4000 · Building 
and Grounds 

99,985 86,370 13,615 97,733 

Total Expense 513,356 488,876 24,480 509,113 

Net Ordinary Income -49,962 -49,274 -688 -69,724 
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TREASURER’S REPORT   
(For the year ended 12/31/2017) 

 — William Forbes, Treasurer 

 
2017 Operating Budget Review 
The 2017 Operating results and analysis to the 2017 Budget for Trinity Episcopal Church to the 
members of the Church has been prepared in two different formats. One, included with this 
report, is a summary of each revenue and cost center in the income statement, the second is a 
detailed line by line comparison of revenue and expenditures and is available upon request.  
 
There were significant additions to the Income Statement following an audit of the financial 
records by Delano Sherley and Associates Inc. The greatest impact is felt on those entries 
adjusting the valuation of the existing endowment, resulting in significant income on the income 
statement which will not be recognized unless the proceeds are withdrawn from the endowment. 
We also have concerns with the treatment of transfers from the Endowment to provide seed 
money for the current Capital Campaign and to retire the existing note from the 2012 Capital 
Campaign. 
 
The Income Statement has been restated, removing adjustments that only effect balances on the 
Balance Sheet. Transfers from the Endowment to fund the current Capital Campaign and the 
retirement of the existing Capital Campaign loan were presented as Non-Operating Income. The 
resulting expenditures from these activities have also been restated as non-operating 
expenditures. 
If anyone would like to discuss this presentation in further detail, please contact William Forbes, 
Treasurer or Robert Wicks, Financial Administrator. 
 
The 2017 year ended with a net operating shortfall of $49,962, $688 over the budgeted shortfall 
of $46,274.  
 
Revenue - $23,792 over Budget 
Pledge Income is $759 over budget. 
Plate & Non-pledge Income - $20,138 over budget – The majority of the Non Pledge Income is 
in the form of receipts from estates of memorial offerings totaling $20,074.67 
Trinity 200 Concert - $15,122 over budget since it was not included in the 2016 Budget 
Rent - $1,400 under budget, the result of fewer outside rentals of church facilities than 
anticipated in 2017. 
Investments - $5,249 under budget Interest income was not budgeted and transfers from the 
Endowment to fund daily activities exceeded the budgeted amount. 
Special - $4.578 under budget due to lower than expected Christmas and Easter collections. 
Fundraising - $1,000 under budget – This line was budgeted to receive a grant which properly 
should be included in the Grants heading. 
 

Continued… 
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Expenses - $24,480 over budget for 2017 
Outreach – $20,415 under budget – This is primarily due to deferring payment of the first half of 
the 2017 Mission share to the first half of 2018 which is reflected in the 2018 Budget. 
Pastoral Care - $474 over budget  
Clergy - $5,559 over budget primarily due to an underestimation in Tax and Benefits and Supply 
Priest costs. 
Administration - $2,303 over budget due to unbudgeted overtime required by Church activities. 
Parish Office - $8,361 over Budget due to the Audit, $7,379, which was an unbudgeted expense. 
Ministry Support and Meetings - $395 over budget 
Music - $455 over budget 
Christian Education - $703 under budget 
Worship - $1,114 under budget 
Trinity 200 Concert - $15,512 unbudgeted item 
Building and Grounds - $13,615 over Budget due to a lower estimate for the Building Insurance 
premium. 
 
Net Operating Income - $688 under budget for 2017 
Net Income - $36,210 over budget for 2017 
Other Income and Expenses – Non-operating income and expenses for 2017 resulted in 
additional revenue of $36,898 causing a total shortfall of $10,936. This gain is due to interest and 
dividends retained in the Endowment and receipts for the current Capital Campaign. 
If we were to deduct the Endowment transfer of $122,736 the net shortfall from normal operating 
income for 2017 would have been $135,800. 
 
2018 Operating Budget Notes 
The Finance Committee met and presented a proposed budget to the Vestry. The Stewardship 
Campaign traditionally has taken until at least February to be completed so there is a significant 
shortfall in the committed pledges of support for 2018. This represents about $35,000 in pledges 
from 2017 which are still unknown for 2018. The entire Mission Share due by 6/2018 will need 
to be paid, along with the first half of the 2018-19 mission share by 12/31/2018 so we are not 
facing this same situation as we enter 2019. If we are successful in collecting of approximately 
$30,000 in outstanding pledges and obtaining the remaining 2018 Pledges it will go a long ways 
in offsetting the current projected $75,591 shortfall for the 2018 Budget. We will continue to 
monitor expense as we move forward into 2018 and anticipate that we will be able to reach a 
satisfactory solution to the projected budget imbalance. 
 
Capital Campaign Note 
The current balance on the note from the 2012 Capital Campaign is $125,000 with a 3.385% 
interest rate, we are currently retiring this note at $2,500 plus about $350-$400 a month in 
interest. The Endowment Committee will determine if we should retire the note or continue to 
pay it down on a monthly basis. 
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE’S REPORT   
(For the year ended 12/31/2017) 
 — Jerry Sellman, chair 

 

The Endowment Fund in 2017 benefited from a robust stock market. The Fund grew steadily over 
the year ending with an 13.8% return; draws from the Fund for operating expenses were $8,000 
less than anticipated as projected under the Endowment Policy Spending rule; no extraordinary 
expenses were incurred by the Parish necessitating large, over- budget draws from the Endowment 
Fund; $77,000 was loaned from the fund for the Capital Campaign, which is to be re-paid from 
first funds received in the Campaign. 
 
Most of the endowment fund was invested in Vanguard Equity Funds, anticipating a good 
performing Equities Market. Notwithstanding a year of good returns resulting in capital gains on 
the Vanguard Portfolio in the amount of $157,804, the total Endowment Fund Value grew only by 
$32,692 by the end of the year as a result of withdrawals, set forth below. Additions to the Fund in 
2016 included $9,000 for Columbarium purchases and $4660 interest on the Rector’s mortgage. 
 
Draws to support the operations of the Church in 2017 were $122,736, which was $8,014 under 
the funds allocated under the spending rule. Additional expenditures included planned payments 
for the prior Capital Campaign Note of $23,264, which with additional payments of $6,736 paid 
from funds received in the new Capital Campaign reduced the outstanding principal balance to 
$125,000; and a $77,000 advance to the 2017 Capital Campaign, which will be reimbursed at the 
conclusion of the Campaign. There were no other extraordinary expenses that required significant 
additional draws as in prior years, specifically organ repairs and mandated outside maintenance. 
Unfortunately, the combination of all these draws further depleted endowment resources, but it 
was a positive improvement from the prior years and moving in the right direction. 

 
 

Continued... 
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In accordance with the "funding formula" approved by the Parish in 2000, Endowment support for 
Parish operations in 2017 will not increase in 2018; $130,750 will be budgeted for Trinity’s 
operational needs in 2018. 
 
As noted by prior reports, continual depletion of the Endowment Principal will eventually result in 
an inability of the Fund to support Parish operations. While the rate of depletion slowed in 2018, it 
did not cease. Market conditions do influence the growth of the Endowment Fund, but favorable 
market conditions cannot have the significant impact that pledge income and balanced budgets 
have upon the Fund. We all need to work on increasing the Fund’s principle and decreasing the 
financial demands on it.  
 
Your Endowment Committee was comprised of Rev. Burnett, Bill Forbes (Treasurer), Rhoda 
Allen (Jr. Warden), Jerry Sellman (Chair), Jeff McNealey, Brad Sturm, and most ably assisted by 
Dave Fontana, Financial Administrator. The Committee generally meets quarterly to review 
current investment strategies, to analyze Endowment and Church operational cash flow 
projections, to discuss possible additional funding requests from the Vestry, and to discuss changes 
to the endowment funding policy. Believing that the investment advisors to the various Vanguard 
funds are far more sophisticated and knowledgeable about continually shifting market conditions, a 
view confirmed by performance in 2017 (increase of 13.8% in the equity funds), the Committee 
has elected to stay with the current mix of Vanguard funds, noting that the fixed income portion of 
the endowment is approaching zero by design. Twice in 2017, the Committee and friends, hosted 
our downtown friends “In The Garden”, a very rewarding experience for all. 
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ALTAR GUILD 
 — Rhoda Allen 
Altar Guild Report 2017 
 
When you enter our church your eyes are drawn to the altar.  The colors are changed to follow the 
ecclesiastical calendar in  consultation with the Rector.  Because of the consistent, careful and 
unsung service by the Altar Guild, the altar has been prepared for all regular and special services, 
including funerals.  The Altar Guild is a very cooperative group who are flexible and willing to 
change  their schedules when needed. 
 
The members of the Altar Guild for 2017 have been Catherine Creek, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Mary 
Gahbauer, Lynn Giljahn, Andrea Govan, David Waser and Rhoda Allen.  Their service to Trinity 
has been vital. 
 
Submitted with appreciation, Rhoda Allen 

 
 

BUILDING & GROUNDS  
 — Alan Sheppard, Tom Belcher, and Bob Wicks 
I am happy to report that the current capital campaign has been moderately successful and will 
soon allow the repairing of our ancient and beautiful place of worship.  The northwest corner of the 
sanctuary has been replastered more than once but the rains have a way of getting in the old slate 
roof.  I believe leaks are high on the repair list, as is a much-needed landscaping of our small 
garden in the front.  Almost all of our day-to-day problems have been handled by our financial 
administrator, Bob Wicks, and his predecessor who has retired.  I will gladly offer thanks to our 
longtime sexton, Tom Belcher, who comes early, sometimes stays late, shovels snow, and does so 
many little things behind the scenes we do not properly appreciate! 

   
COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 
 — Jake Cunliffe, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, and Madeleine Trichel 
A new Community Ministries team (David Caldwell, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Jenna Freudenburg, 
Andrew Gruanauer, Jenny Gruanauer, Chise Hamisi, Aimee LaRiccia, Mark Lesser, and 
Madeleine Trichel) was formed this year and first met in July 2017. Since then it has met most 
months to discuss existing outreach ministries and to think creatively about how Trinity can 
continue to build community within the congregation. Jake Cunliffe is the Vestry liaison.  
In December, the team agreed on language that summarizes its purpose: 
 “The Community Ministries team at Trinity exists to...  
- Provide a warm welcome and friendship to all who visit the church building or any of Trinity's 
ministries;  
- Support and strengthen Trinity's ministries; and  
- Nurture the growth of the Church and inspire new leaders to discern opportunities for us to better 
live in communion with each other.” 
Four ministries are currently ongoing:  
 
B.R.E.A.D. – Trinity members met with each other and as part of full BREAD gatherings several 
times this year to select a new issue to advocate on in 2018. Two Trinity members will be working 
on the research committee for Youth and Family issues this year. Activity around the previous 
year’s advocacy culminated in the annual Nehemiah Action on May 1, with around 20 members of 
Trinity attending. Catherine Cheek is the head of Trinity’s BREAD effort.  
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His Place – St John’s Dinners – Trinity prepared and served three dinners at St John’s Episcopal 
Church in Franklinton in 2017. Three dates have been agreed for 2018, the first of which is on 
February 28. Alan Sheppard has agreed to be Trinity’s liaison for coordinating with St John’s.   
 
Horizon Prison Initiative – Trinity's ministry to incarcerated men and women is focused through 
the Horizon Prison Initiative.  Madeleine Trichel, Horizon's Curriculum Coordinator, serves as 
Trinity's liaison for this ministry.  Parishioners contribute yarn and fabric for inmates' community 
service projects, including crocheted prayer shawls that are returned to Trinity for parishioners in 
need.  Trinity regularly remembers prisoners and their victims in prayers, and Horizon men and 
women, in turn, pray for Trinity.  The plastic grocery bags that parishioners send to the women's 
prison are made into waterproof sleeping mats for homeless people throughout Central 
Ohio.  Madeleine's work in two institutions includes curriculum design and teaching skills for 
parenting, for living in community, and dialogues on race. 
 
In The Garden – ITG continues to serve 90-110 people each Sunday at 1:30 in our Undercroft. 
This ministry is now in its tenth year of serving the downtown homeless and marginally-housed 
Columbus community. In addition to Trinity groups, long-term and new partners have assisted in 
serving hot meals each Sunday.  One hundred packed lunches have also been delivered to ITG 
each week by the Muslim Student Association of OSU so that those attending can take an 
additional meal with them as they leave. Worship at ITG has been led on different occasions by 
Catherine Cheek and Karen Peeler, with reflections and homilies given by Rev. Deniray Mueller, 
Rev. Richard Burnett, and parish seminarian Michael Tigner. Members of Trinity have stepped up 
to volunteer to help those serving: in 2018, we hope to encourage as many volunteers as possible to 
be included in a rotational system to ensure there are sufficient volunteers each Sunday.  Donations 
from Trinity members and elsewhere have allowed ITG to provide limited personal toiletries and 
clothing, but as with volunteers, we can always use more! 
 

ST. MARGARET'S PASTORAL CARE CIRCLE 
 — Mary Gahbauer & Andrea Govan, co-conveners 
As a congregation Trinity always welcomes new members, and gives thanks for the new life that 
they bring to us with their particular gifts. However our congregation also suffer losses as frailty, 
disability and illness overtake other members. Pastoral Care is a ministry of connectedness that 
sustains the feeling of “belonging” to Trinity in those who are unable to be physically present. The 
term “pastoral” comes from Jesus’ threefold commandment to Peter in John 21 that he should 
“pasture my lambs” (take care of His believers), and is enacted at Trinity by providing friendship 
and community through personal visits, hand-made greeting cards, flowers in season, prayer 
shawls, and funeral hospitality. We offer practical help in times of need, for example emergency 
food supply, elder or child care, and rides to doctor and hospital appointments. Additionally there 
are several members of the congregation who are licensed as Lay Eucharistic Visitors, and these 
persons can take communion from Trinity’s altar to the homebound if desired. 
 
You might not hear much about Pastoral Care from week to week since the work is confidential 
(recipients are unlikely to want their plight broadcast), but the story of our dear late Mother 
Elizabeth Lilly beautifully illustrates pastoral love. Always a servant of God, she was active in St 
Margaret’s Pastoral Care for many years, visiting the homebound and making her home a haven. 
She taught that it is an act of love to receive care graciously as much as to give it, and around the 
time of her husband Carter’s death, began to move into the realm of receiving care herself. Many 
at Trinity were happy to ensure that she had food, rides, hospital visitors, and companionship until 
she passed away. 
 
Members of the Pastoral Care Circle include anyone who is able to step up when needed to 
augment the pastoral care of the Rector. Particularly active in visiting in the last year have been 
Karen Sellman, Lynn Giljahn, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, and Mary Gahbauer. Others who have offered 
help are Scott Hoshor-Johnson, Karen Mehta, and Ken Leslie. Rhoda Allen and Judy McKissick 
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have continued to be stalwarts in providing funeral hospitality, and Pat Rugola is a faithful 
designer of lovely hand-made greeting cards and bouquets. Many others have visited and cared for 
Trinity’s people in adversity 
 
We can not supply this sustaining care unless we know of the need. If you, or any Trinity member 
you know should ever become ill, need hospital care, companionship, prayers, or logistical help, 
please contact the Rector  r-burnett@trinity.org, or Diane his admininstrative assistant at d-
donato@trinity.org 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 — Rachel Friend, Dale C. Deubler & Madeleine Trichel 
Trinity offers Sunday school for school age children (K-12) on a year round basis.  We offer 
Nursery Care as well for infants through preK.. While attendance varies, typically 7-9 children 
attend each week in the school age class. The nursery has only a couple of children each week. 
Move-up from the nursery to school age class happens when a child enters Kindergarten.  We 
welcome visitors, of any age, at any time. Dale Deubler and Madeleine Trichel continue to be our 
Sunday school teachers. Each week with the school age children we use the curriculum posted on 
The Episcopal Church website, http://www.episcopalchurch.org/lesson-plans, which follows the 
church lectionary. After we go over the curriculum for the week and have snack we gather around 
our altar, light a candle and offer up our own prayers, as well as saying The Lord’s Prayer.  We 
also say our prayer for the month that the children have written.  Our altar table is decorated 
according to the liturgical season and also contains any art work the children would like to offer.  
During the summer we provide informal activities and lessons outdoors. We also go outside and 
help in the garden by weeding and watering the flowers.  
 
 After our successful bags of rice campaign for PIMIL (Partners in Ministry in Liberia).  The 
children still expressed an interest to help our friends in Liberia.  Last Fall we started a loose 
change offering on the first Sunday of the month.  This money is sponsoring six Ebola orphans.  
We have added three more students than last year.  We are also contributing to six sites receiving 
“Christmas Joy”.  A holiday party for children of all faiths.  We are also working on repaying 
PIMIL for 50 lanterns that were purchased for the children to be able to do their homework.  
Thank you for your continued support of this mission.    We extend an open invitation to the entire 
parish to visit the Sunday school and see us in action! Please contact Rachel Friend if you are 
interested in helping on even a very limited basis. 
 

WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS 
 — Kevin N. Wines, Director of  Music/Liturgist 
Trinity Church’s bicentennial celebration was the primary focus of The WM&A ministry team for 
2017; there being much crossover between team members of WM&A and T200. Beginning in late 
2016, celebrations ranged from the Advent service of Lessons & Carols in November 2016 
through the Christmas Lessons & Carols in December 2017. Much thanks to team members for 
their hard work and support. 
 
Of Course the highlight of the year was the Bicentennial Celebration Concert on September 10. 
The Trinity Choir was joined by a number of professional choral music friends and members of the 
Columbus Symphony Orchestra.  The Greater Columbus Arts Council and a private donor made 
this evening possible. Johannes Brahms’ Requiem was featured in the program.  Trinity’s friend 
Jacob Reed was commissioned to write an opening piece for the event. Speaking to our past and 
looking toward our future in a complicated world, Jacob’s hauntingly beautiful and mystical 
Sanctuary served as a perfect opening act for Brahms’ masterpiece.  

 
 

mailto:r-burnett@trinity.org
mailto:d-donato@trinity.org
mailto:d-donato@trinity.org
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BICENTENNIAL CALL TO GROWTH CAMPAIGN 
 — Mary Gahbauer, Phyllis Duryee, campaign co-chairs;  
 Nikki Wimsatt, campaign administrator 
As everyone knows, 2017 was the 200th anniversary of Trinity’s presence in Columbus, and a good 
time to take stock of our mission, how we endeavor to live into it, and how we see ourselves 
developing in the future. A series of eight open meetings for parishioners were held in spring and 
early summer 2017 to hear what the body of the church had to say on these topics. 
 
A consensus easily emerged that the congregation felt that it needed more members in order to 
build on our mission of Worship, Community, and Social Justice. There was also concern about 
Trinity’s financial health, given the fact that the endowment has had several calls on it in recent 
years. Others worried about the physical state of the church building. 
 
A Bicentennial Call to Growth Campaign was therefore organized with the help of James D Klote 
and associates, Falls Church, Virginia. The two stewardship campaigns – Call to Growth, and 
Annual were run in tandem, since one should not deplete the other. A successful campaign makes 
the congregation feel united, and confident that its gifts to further the mission will be appropriately 
and wisely used. 
 
At the beginning of 2018 Trinity has been blessed with an amazing outpouring of $750,000 for its 
Capital campaign, payable in most cases over the next five years. But in one case one hundred 
thousand has been given specifically in order to allow Trinity to fund a Parish Missioner – a person 
who is expected to use communication media to relate Trinity’s mission to the growing Columbus 
city community. 
 
A further hundred thousand has been given to build our endowment and retire old debt. 
Our campaign prayer (Called beyond Comfort Zone, by Walter Brueggemann), says “We are 
among your called……..we thank you for the call, for the burden of that call, for the risk that goes 
with it”  
 
Trinity clearly took on the burden of investing in its call.  In light of all generous pledges received, 
a recent Vestry meeting considered ways that the Capital Funds should most prudently be used. 
These are in line with those thoughts of the congregation upon which the campaign was built: 

Funding of the Connectional Missioner, who will be our connection to the new young urban 
population in Columbus. 

Improving our appeal from the street – cutting back of bushes, recognizing the digital age in 
our signage. 

Fixing our physical problems, such as crumbling plaster. 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 
JANUARY - DECEMBER 2017 

 

(The sacraments are signs of the new life of God and Christian nurture in a parish family.  
We at Trinity Church celebrate the following grace-filled encounters of 2017.) 

 
 

Baptisms –   Philina Destiny Karr  Lincoln Charles Grander 
   Braxton Kelley Tumas Corbin Savage Brown 
   Chloe Noelle Federer  Ethan George Herl 
   Ellis Henry Kohler  Harrison Joseph Kohler 
 
    
 
Marriages –   Erica Rae Szilak/Brian Richard Murphy 
   Lauren Virginia Ross/Alexander Julian Durinka 
   Laura Elizabeth Hungerford/John Alexander McNealey 
   Laurabeth Ann Cook/Michael Thomas Kalvas 
   Catherine Danielle Djordjevic/Molly Mai McCullough 
   Heidi Margaret Santelmann/Michael Trevis Marando 
   Jenna Marie Ruble/Brent Michael Wagner 
   Caroline Marie Troughton/Andrew Thaddeus Champa 
   Alison Marie Elizabeth Buzzard/Daniel Sawyer Marcus 
   Morgan Ann Kelley/David James Tiemstra 
   Kathryn Elyse Dixon/Nathaniel Evan Sheppard 
   Christina Hedges/Patrick Gleason 
   Millie Harris/Greg Dolce 
   Jessica Shull/Gregory Wetzel 
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NECROLOGY 
Let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose 
hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for 
evermore are one.  

 

Ruth Sando Perry 
Suzanne M. Leslie 
Mary Dixie Lake 

Barbara McFarland 
Richard Heer Oman 
Dorothy Ann Wallis 

Frank Edwin Fortkamp 
Mary Catherine Pinkley  

Elizabeth Lilly 
    

Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou bearest 
unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of  thee, they 
may go from strength to strength in the life of  perfect service in thy heavenly 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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2017—A YEAR OF CELEBRATION & REMEMBRANCE: 
 

November 6, 2016—Festival Service of Advent Lessons and Carols (All Saints’ Sunday & 1 Advent) 
 
December 3, 2016—Trinity Church welcomes Columbus Landmark’s Foundation “Hallelujah Tour” 
 
December 18, 2016—Annual Service of Lessons and Carols for Christmas 
 
January 15, 2017— “Not on My Watch: The Oberlin/Wellington Rescue of 1858,” Kelton House Players 
 
February 19, 2017—Trinity enjoys “Trivia Night” at Club 185 in German Village 
 
March 11, 2017— “The Great Flood of 1913” presented by local historian Sandy Andromeda 
 
April 2, 2017— Homecoming Sunday: Welcoming past clergy and lay leaders of Trinity Church 
 
May 8, 2017— “Religion and Public Life in the 21st Century” – Ohio’s two bishops and a special guest! 
 
May 14, 2017—Annual Episcopal Visitation by the Rt. Rev. Kenneth L. Price, Jr. (retired bishop suffragan) 
 
June 11, 2017—Trinity Sunday:  A conversation with the Rev. Canon Scott Gunn, Forward Movement 
 
August 6, 2017— “10,000 Feet for Freedom” Marking Trinity’s role in Ohio’s Suffragist Movement  
 
September 10, 2017—Bicentennial Concert: Brahms’ Requiem with Trinity Choir & members of CSO 
 
September 24, 2017—“Philander Chase Day” Dr. Sean Decatur, president of Kenyon College, and panel 
 
October 22, 2017— “A church and a statehouse (Restored!) on Capitol Square” Bob Loversidge, architect 
 
November 5, 2017 – All Saints’ Sunday Memorial Worship, Sanctuary: a choral piece by Jacob Reed 
 
December 2, 2017 – Trinity Church welcomes Columbus Landmark’s Foundation “Hallelujah Tour” 
 
December 17, 2017—Bicentennial Capstone, Annual Service of Lessons & Carols for Christmas 
 
 

  

 

Trinity 200 Planning Team 
Co-Chairs Bill Bronson & Julie Newhall 

Rachael Friend, Don Galbraith, Bill Mains, Susan McKinley, Susie Meiling,  
Kitty Morton Epler, Kent Phillips, Patricia Rugola, Brad Sturm, Kevin Wines 

Rhoda Allen, Jr. Warden 
Dick Burnett, Rector 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, 
God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

Words: Reginald Heber (1783-1826), alt. 
Music: Nicaea, John Bacchus Dykes (1823-1876) 

A Prayer for Trinity’s 200th Anniversary 
 
Most gracious God, we give you thanks for the light that has shown from Trinity 
Church for the last two hundred years. We give thanks for the founders and for the 
generations who have worshiped here; for the dozens of  wardens and vestry mem-
bers who have worked to keep the light burning; for the 24 rectors, and the other 
priests and deacons who have served here; for all the lives touched and transformed 
by your light over all those years, both within and without these walls. Stir up in our 
hearts, O Lord, the grateful remembrance of  all our forebears. 
 
We give thanks for all who worship here in our day, for those who are ministered to 
here, and for all those who are still connected with us. We ask your blessing on the 
people of  Trinity Church. Give us the wisdom to know and the grace to do your 
will, that we may continue to make your light shine from this blessed place. Bestow 
your blessings as abundantly upon Trinity in the next two hundred years as you have 
in the past. 
 
All this we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ, our Light and our Life. 
 
Amen. 
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