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Trinity Episcopal Church 
ON 

Capitol Square 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 

 
AGENDA – 193RD  ANNUAL MEETING 

11:30 A.M. – JANUARY 30, 2011 
 
 

“Every member of the Parish, male or female, sixteen (16) years of age or older, who has been such 
member for six (6)  months preceding the election, and who has signed the Articles of Parochial 
Incorporation, and contributed to the support of the Parish in the mode it may through its Vestry 
appoint, shall be a lawful voter of the Parish; and any such voter may be elected a member  of the 
Vestry.”     [Trinity Parish by-laws, Article 4] 

1. WELCOME, OPENING PRAYER 

2. CALL TO ORDER BY THE RECTOR 

3. MINUTES OF 192ND ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

4. SIGNATURE OF THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

5. ELECTION OF A CLERK FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING 

6. APPROVAL OF THE ACTS OF THE CORPORATION 

7. NOMINATIONS AND INTRODUCTION OF THE CANDIDATES 

8. OPENING OF THE POLLS 

9. REPORTS TO THE PARISH 

a. RECTOR 

b. COMMON MINISTRY  

c. SENIOR WARDEN 

d. FINANCIAL REPORTS BY TREASURER 

i. ASSETS, LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCE AT THE YEAR-END 2010 

ii. INCOME AND EXPENSE SUMMARY 2010 

iii. ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 

e. PRESENTATION AND ACTION ON THE 2011 BUDGET 

f. PARISH SEMINARIAN AND PRIEST ASSOCIATES 

11. REPORTS OF PARISH COMMITTEES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

12. OTHER BUSINESS 

13.  NECROLOGY 

14.  ADJOURNMENT, CLOSING HYMN AND BENEDICTION  
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MINUTES OF THE 
192ND ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
JANUARY 30, 2010 

 
 
Following the opening prayer, the meeting was called to order at 2:25 p.m. by The Reverend Richard 
Burnett.  The congregation sang “Lord, You Give the Great Commission.” 
 
Fifty-one (51) members of Trinity were present. 
 
The minutes of the 191st Annual Parish Meeting were approved, as corrected. 
 
Julie Newhall, Sr. Warden, asked those present who have not signed the Articles of Parochial 
Incorporation to do so. 
 
Jennifer Norris was elected Clerk for the Annual Meeting. 
 
The Acts of the Corporation were approved. 
 
Rev. Burnett introduced Joe DeLoss as a guest.  Joe is responsible for Fresh Box Catering, a not-for-
profit collaboration with Lutheran Social Services that rents the kitchen space in the Undercroft for its 
operations.  Fresh Box is a corporate caterer that will employ shelter residents from Faith Mission. 
 
Rev. Burnett also introduced Cliff Flemister. 
 
Jerry Sellman was nominated and elected as Sr. Warden and Debbie Wiedwald was nominated and 
elected as Jr. Warden. 
 
The candidates for Vestry positions were introduced – there were five (5) open positions but only 
four (4) nominees.  Spencer Allen, Bill Bronson, Jori McDevitt and Judy McKissick were nominated 
and elected on a single ballot as Vestry members.  Rev. Burnett expressed his appreciation to the 
members of the Nominating Committee. 
 
Rev. Burnett presented his report (see Annual Report).  He remembered Peggy Short and announced 
that Richard Sauerzopf had been ordained the previous Saturday.  He thanked Julie Newhall for her 
time serving as Warden and Vestry member. 
 
Julie Newhall, Sr. Warden, presented her report (see Annual Report).  She spoke about each member 
(including herself) finding their way to Trinity and coming together over this past year to further 
Trinity’s mission.  She thanked the Clergy, Staff, Congregation and Organizations (i.e., BREAD, In 
the Garden) for all they have done to further Trinity’s mission.   
 
The Rev. M. Alton Plummer, Assistant Rector, presented his report (see Annual Report).  He thanked 
those who contributed to “In the Garden” during the holidays.  He is looking forward to the 
“Spirituality in the Arts” program during Lent:  “Fanfare in Praise of the Uncommon God.” 
 
Rev. Burnett announced he will be taking a study leave from February 14, 2010, through early March.  
He thanked Rev. Plummer in advance for his leadership during this time. 
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Debbie Wiedwald was introduced to discuss Common Ministry.  Eight (8) congregations, including 
Trinity, are enrolled in a pilot program.  The group had an initial meeting in December to begin 
discussing the eighteen (18) month process.  Trinity is currently wrapping up the sharing information/
making the commitment phase and will be moving on to the next phase in February.  
 
Rev. Burnett recognized Deacon Joan Grant who will be ordained on June 19th, 2010.  She 
commented that she is waiting with “open hands” for what will come next.   
 
Rev. Burnett recognized Luke Fodor who commented that he will enjoy getting to know everyone at 
Trinity over the next two (2) years. 
 
Rev. Burnett announced that two (2) new Priest Associates have joined The Rev. Abeoseh M. 
Flemister at Trinity:  The Very Rev. John Sanders and The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Lilly.  He thanked them 
for their ministry. 
 
Rev. Burnett introduced Cliff Flemister to discuss the one (1) year discernment process to determine if 
Liberia will become the companion Diocese for Southern Ohio. 
 
Rev. Burnett introduced and thanked Courtney Clark.  She presented her Treasurer’s Report (see 
Annual Report).  She commented that 2009 was a difficult year for all, but Trinity fared OK due to 
conservative financial planning and cost cutting.  Fundraising will be a focus for 2010.  The 2010 
budget is “full of opportunity!” from Courtney’s perspective. 
 
Jeff McNealy presented the Endowment Committee’s Report (see Annual Report). 
 
Jerry Sellman joined Courtney and Jeff in the budget discussion and commented that Trinity needs to 
look forward/plan for the future and determine its identity.  He posed the question to the 
congregation:  “Can you commit one (1) hour per week to Trinity?” 
 
It was requested (and approved) that a quarterly financial report be distributed to the congregation. 
 
The 2010 budget was approved, after discussion.  Rev. Burnett commented that Trinity needed to 
remain faithful. 
 
Karen Sellman requested lesson readers for the next quarter. 
 
Phyllis Duryee requested ushers. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  The congregation sang “Holy, Holy, Holy;” followed by the 
Benediction by Rev. John Sanders. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Jennifer Norris 
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CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY 

DON GALBRAITH 

I've lived in German Village Area since I moved to Columbus for 
graduate work at The Ohio State University.  I retired from Columbus 
City Schools and Columbus Metropolitan Library in June of 2010.  I 
enjoy the Columbus Symphony, Promusica, Catco 
Productions,  exhibits at the Columbus Museum of Art and Franklin 
Park Conservatory.  I'm interested in historic preservation and love 
touring historic properties.  I also enjoy long walks, reading and 
gardening.  I'm a pet lover, and have three great dogs.  I plan on 
becoming involved in animal rescue.  I feel blessed to be a member of 
Trinity Episcopal Church. 

 

CHISEKO HAMISI 
“Chise,”  born and raised in the Anglican Church in Tanzania, East 
Africa, has been a resident of Columbus, OH since 1997.  She earned 
an Associates Degree at Hocking Tech in nutrition and dietetics and 
then completed a BS in medical dietetics at The Ohio State University.  
For the past three years she has worked on the staff of  Mt. Carmel 
West Hospital in Columbus as a clinical dietician.  

She began worshipping at Trinity Church in 2000 and has been active 
in the In the Garden fellowship.  When asked what it was that led her to 
this ministry, she said, “it’s really a great way for me to give back 
something to others since I have been so richly blessed in my life.”  
Chise loves cooking and is the proud aunt of two beautiful little 
children born to her sister and brother-in-law who worship at Trinity 
with her on occasion.  

 

DARREN MEYER 
Darren Meyer has attended Trinity since he moved to Columbus in 
1999.  A resident of Schumacher Place, Darren and wife Kathryn 
(married at Trinity in 2002) enjoy downtown living and hold a deep 
appreciation for the unique mission of an urban church and diverse 
parish.  Trinity and its supportive community have provided the 
backdrop for their growing family which now includes two young 
boys, Cooper (3) and Grayson (1).  

Darren is a landscape architect with MSI Design and has worked on 
many familiar downtown projects including North Bank Park and the 
soon-to-open Scioto Mile Riverfront Park.  Darren has also served in 
an adjunct capacity at the Knowlton School of Architecture at OSU 
and the College of Architecture and Planning at his alma mater, Ball 
State University 
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JOEL NORRIS 
Joel Norris resides in Upper Arlington with his wife of ten years, 
Jennifer Norris and their son Jack.  He has been a member of the 
Trinity family since 1999 and fulfilled an interim one-year term on 
Trinity’s vestry in 2010.   

Joel is currently the Managing Director of Sales for Pricelock, Inc. an 
ecommerce commodity hedging firm out of San Francisco.  Before 
Pricelock, Joel served as Vice President of Strategic Sales and Business 
Development for Trimble Mobile Resources Management. 

Joel has a B.S. in Business Administration from Franklin University.  

Our family has been blessed to find a place like Trinity that provides 
an amazing enriched environment with a diverse congregation that 
serves the wider community. 

 

NICK TEPE 
A communicant at Trinity Church since 1996, Nick Tepe is Manager 
of Main Library Circulation Division, Columbus Metropolitan Library, 
honored in 2010 as Library Journal's Library of the Year!  At Trinity, 
Nick is a Sunday lector, sings in the choir, has taught adult Christian 
formation classes, coordinated youth ministry for several years, and 
serves as Carilloneur on Sundays and at special public occasions.  In 
this capacity, Nick has taught several dozen young people and older 
parishioners how to make beautiful music emanate for our 100-year 
old All Saints Bell Tower! He served a term on the Vestry, 2001-2004. 

Nick graduated magna cum laude in 1995 from Franklin & Marshal 
College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania with a major in philosophy. In 
Lancaster, he met his wife, Jessica and step-daughter, Abby (now a 
student at Rochester Institute of Technology).  He attended The Ohio 
State University graduate program in Philosophy and earned a Master 
of Library Science degree from Kent State University. 

 

 

CANDIDATES FOR VESTRY 
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RECTOR’S REPORT 
— THE REV. RICHARD A. BURNETT 

 

Dear People of Trinity Church:  

On behalf of the wardens and vestry of Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Columbus, Ohio, I welcome you to the 193rd Annual Meeting of this 
parish. This meeting has as its official business the election of three 
vestry members for three-year terms, and the election of two vestry 
members each to serve unexpired terms. We will also review important 
areas of ministry in 2010 and hear reports on parish finances, community ministry and parish and 
diocesan life.  A significant part of our time together will focus on plans for fiscal management in 
2011 as Columbus and the whole nation begin to show signs of recovery from a deep economic 
recession. 

The election of a vestry by the congregation assures accountability and offers representative decision-
making in the household of God. Wardens and the vestry, under both the canon law of the Episcopal 
Church and the civil law of the state, have specific responsibility for maintaining the presence of the 
parish. They shape the budget, share with the rector and parish staff in the ongoing formulation of the 
parish’s mission, and contribute a vast amount of time and energy to the daily ministry of the parish. 
Today, we also elect one at-large delegate to the annual convention of the Diocese of Southern Ohio 
so that Trinity’s voice is heard and our talents are shared more widely in the church. 

The whole parish can thank our wardens, Jerry Sellman and Debbie Wiedwald, and the vestry who 
have worked creatively and selflessly with our committees, and staff and clergy to “equip the saints for 
the work of ministry” in our common life at Trinity Church in 2010. At this meeting, Spencer Allen, 
David White, and Joel Norris complete terms on the vestry, but Joel is eligible to stand for a new 
term, having completed one year of an unexpired term in the past year.  Spencer brought spiritual 
depth and passion for ministry in the world as a life-long Episcopalian with professional experience 
directing social agencies for youth in several U.S. cities and towns. He has become our resident 
stewardship theologian. Working closely with Rocky Morris and the Stewardship Team of Trinity, 
Spencer has encouraged and inspired many to take to heart the statement that Christian stewardship is 
“everything we do after saying, ‘I believe.’”  For many years, Trinity has been strengthened in 
countless ways by the insights and devotion of David White.  Over the past year, he has been the 
vestry link to Buildings & Grounds and has worked closely in matters ranging from fiscal 
management, community ministry and worship leadership.  We thank Spencer and David for their 
good work and care for the Trinity Church community. Also ending vestry service at this meeting are 
Susan Crompton and Rocky Morris.  Both find that new events in their daily lives call them to 
responsibilities unimagined when they were elected two years ago.  We thank them for their strong 
commitments and service on the vestry: Rocky as convener of Trinity’s Stewardship Team which led 
to both an increase of new pledges (12) and a nearly 10% raise in total dollars pledged for 2011; and 
Susan as coordinator, with her husband Rich and a devoted team, for “In The Garden” fellowship 
every Sunday in the church’s undercroft. Around and inside all this our parish joined five other 
congregations in the Diocese of Southern Ohio working in the early expressions of Common 
Ministry.  You’ll hear more about this work from Jr. Warden Debbie Wiedwald later in the meeting, 
but allow me to say a special Thank You to Debbie and co-chair Emily Pucker, and the Trinity 
Common Ministry Team.  Well done, Vestry Members – well done Trinity! 

Throughout 2010, Trinity offered pastoral presence and prophetic witness in Columbus’ downtown as 
it has since our founding nearly 200 years ago. People from local Capitol Square offices, visitors to the 
city for business or cultural and athletic events, and residents in nearly every neighborhood inside a 
twenty-five mile radius of Third & Broad have found welcome, refreshment, engagement, and 
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encouragement in Trinity’s worship and unique ministries of Christian hospitality.  For a third year 
Trinity’s “In The Garden” fellowship has served thousands of our neighbors who would have had 
very little in food, prayerful community, or companionship on Sundays without your dedication.  Last 
week I received word that Trinity will be given an extraordinarily generous $5,000 grant in 2011 from 
the Episcopal Community Services Foundation of the Diocese of Southern Ohio for our outreach to 
ex-offenders and the “In The Garden” ministry.  We can rejoice in this show of respect for our skilled 
and effective response to the needs of Columbus’ poorest and most easily forgotten citizens. 

Also, in the past year Trinity has been host for several vigils and prayer services sponsored by Church 
World Service’s local Ohio team working with fellow Christians and interreligious partners advocating 
for comprehensive immigration reform in the United States.  I am deeply aware that this is a difficult, 
complex, and troubling issue for many people, yet one that urgently seeks a united voice of 
compassion and clarity from the faith community of our nation.  I have spoken and written on the 
topic and signed letters of support for humane comprehensive immigration reform because, as a 
follower of Jesus Christ and as rector of a congregation in The Episcopal Church, I could not be silent 
about this reality effecting human dignity and civil rights that grips our present day.  I call upon Trinity 
to reflect in the coming year on the moral and biblical aspects of the immigration issues of our day; 
invite new immigrants (documented and undocumented, as well) to worship, study and share 
fellowship with this congregation in sustained and creative ways; advocate for the marginalized, 
poorest, and most underserved new immigrants we come to know because in them we will know 
Christ better; learn about and support the efforts in the dioceses of Southern Ohio and Ohio (with 
our bishops and social justice commission), and join in the work of ecumenical partners like Church 
World Service and American Friends Service Committee; and pray daily for the immigrant, the 
refugee, the pilgrim, the hostage, the prisoner, the stranger, the fugitive who is our sister/our brother 
always. For a start, let’s look into the overwhelming evidence for neighbor concern in the Hebrew 
Scriptures (especially Exodus,  Dueteronomy, and the Psalms) and in the stories about Jesus. 

Christian formation for adults, teens, and children of both school and pre-school age is a priority at 
Trinity Church.  Our Sunday School is lively and growing, and we are thankful for the guiding 
creativity of Dale Duebler, Madeleine Trichel, Jessica Blackburn, Debbie Wiedwald, and Willow 
Fodor.  Willow and her husband Luke – our parish seminarian from Bexley Hall/Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary – welcomed a new son, Kieran Justus, born this fall. He joins his big brother Aidan in 
Trinity’s nursery and at the altar each Sunday.  Next Sunday, February 6, Luke will be ordained a 
deacon in the Diocese of Long Island, and following completion of his theological studies here in 
Columbus, the family will move to Cold Spring Harbor, NY, when Luke will begin his curacy at 
historic St. John’s Episcopal Church on Long Island’s North Shore. We give thanks for the Fodor’s 
active involvement in our parish life over the past two years, and pray that God’s Spirit will continue 
to bless them all their days. 

At every Annual Meeting I say a word of great thanks for our talented and dedicated parish staff, but 
particularly looking back on 2010 I want to highlight the collaboration offered by our colleagues in 
ministry managing a tight budget in a hard-pressed economy.  Administrative Assistant Diane Donato, 
entering her 16th year with Trinity, is truly the front door evangelist of our parish.  She greets and 
responds to diverse inquirers, daily visitors, people with complex and chronic material needs—and all 
amidst the activity of a full-service downtown congregation with commitment to pastoral care and 
community ministry all week long.  My thanks are unbounded for her inspiring devotion to all God’s 
creation!  Joining Diane with some 15 years of service is Tom Belcher, Trinity’s sexton, and Dave 
Fontana, our Financial Administrator. Both Tom and Dave work diligently on the physical upkeep of 
our landmark buildings and property, and Dave makes sure our financial records are well ordered and 
our obligations are met. Trinity’s outreach through beautiful liturgy and rich musical programs is 
famous in the city, and Music Director/Liturgist Kevin Wines has created a superb choir and leads 
creative ministry that allows both the visitor and the longtime parishioner to know Christ and make 
him known in significant ways through worship, music, and the arts each week at Trinity Church.  
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Last summer, we said “godspeed” to Fr. Alton Plummer as his assistant’s residency at Trinity was 
completed and he was called to the rectorship of Grace Episcopal Church in Willoughby, OH, in the 
Diocese of Ohio. I spoke with Alton last week and he sends his love to all and reports that he is ready 
to give his Rector’s Report at Grace Church’s parish meeting next Sunday!  I assured him of our 
continued thanks for his and Kate’s many contributions to our common life in Christ over the last 
two years. 

Today, as you know, we will spend significant time reviewing the financial management and 
stewardship of our parish resources over the past year(s) and make important plans for a new year 
ahead of us.  I ask you to treat these matters of fiscal support and budgeting, endowment preservation 
and usage, staffing and ministry priorities with prayerful seriousness.  As your pastor and your friend, 
I am sure that you will do all this, and do it with honor and grace. It is most essential that we hear one 
another’s deepest held interests and firmest commitments before we rush to advise, correct, or even 
try to solve budgeting problems. As we hear different viewpoints and share honest give-and take with 
each other, do so mindful that we all are children of a prodigally loving Father. We at Trinity this day 
all surely want to grow – in membership, in activity, in confident service to the city and the world. 
Therefore, please think about the way Parker Palmer puts it in his masterly book on public ministry, 
The Company of Strangers:  

“When people look upon the church, it is not of first importance that 
they be instructed by our theology or altered by our ethics but that they 
be moved by the quality of our life together – ‘See how they love one 
another.’” 

And when people see this way of living at Trinity they will ask us who we are and with whom we are 
devoted. Then tell them, “Come and see…the party is in our midst, and the Host is right at the 
doorstep.  Come in…you are welcome here!” 

May God bless us - with vision and courage - this day and always, 

 

 

 

Richard A. Burnett 

Rector 

 

P.S. Shortly after last year’s annual Parish Meeting, I began a one-month study leave that took me to 
Rome for a one-week class that gathered 33 Anglicans and ecumenical partners from Europe, Africa, 
and North America.  The title of the program was ‘Lead kindly light’: leading in the Church today, and it 
was led by Dame Mary Tanner of the World Council or Churches and Fr. Timothy Radcliff, O.P., a 
British Dominican priest. I thank the Vestry and Trinity Church for your support and encouragement 
in this unique sabbatical time of study, global engagement, and spiritual renewal.  
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A HOMILY OF HOPE 
— THE REV. DR. THEODORE J. WARDLAW 
President, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, TX 

Preached at Evensong, October 15, 2010 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

I am so honored to be here with you this afternoon and this evening, and so grateful to 
my friend, Dick Burnett, for inviting me to this illustrious and historic parish and to this 
glorious building, in which—in this act of worship—we are breaking open an alabaster jar 
of praise until its fragrance wafts up to the nostrils of God.  Robert Taft, a liturgical 
theologian, recalls in some of his writings that Michelangelo painted the frescoes gracing 
the ceiling of the Sistine chapel, and some of you, no doubt, have seen those frescoes.  
There is that famous creation scene, where, as Taft puts it, “the life-giving finger of God stretches out and almost, 
but not quite, touches the outstretched finger of the reclining Adam.”  And Taft makes this remark:  “Liturgy fills 
the space between those two fingers.”  

In this beautiful Evensong service, one of my favorite services of the Church, we’re dwelling right now in that 
space between those two fingers.  My colleague Professor Jennifer Lord, our liturgical theologian at Austin 
Seminary, puts it this way:  “This space [between those two fingers] is the space of the ongoing dialectic between 
God and humankind.  It is reaching on behalf of both parties.  It is the commitment to reaching.  It is the repeated 
reaching;” and that reaching in that space is what we’re about right now.  And I’m so privileged to be here. 

People come here, as the noted Presbyterian preacher and writer Frederick Buechner puts it, “to get married, and 
[stand] here with their hearts in their mouths and their knees knocking to mumble their wild and improbable vows 
in these very shadows.  They [come] to christen their babies here—[carry] them in their long white dresses hoping 
they [won’t] scream bloody murder when the minister takes them in his arms and [signs] their forehead with the 
watery cross.  They [come] here to bury their dead, and [bring] in, along with the still, finished bodies, all the most 
un-still, un-finished love, guilt, sadness, relief, that are part of what death always is for the living.  In other words 
what they [are] doing essentially beneath this roof [is] offering up the most precious moments of their lives in the 
hope that there is a God to hallow them—a God to hear and seal their vows, to receive their children into God’s 
unimaginable Kingdom, to raise up and cherish their dead.  I see them sitting here,” Buechner writes, “generations 
of them, a little uncomfortable in their Sunday best with their old faces closed like doors and their young faces 
blank as clapboard; but deep within those faces…there [is] the hope that somewhere out of all the words and music 
and silences of this place, and out of a mystery even greater than the mystery of the cosmos itself, a voice that they 
[will] know from all other voices [will] speak their names and bless them.” 

People of hope.  That’s what they are.  That’s what we are. 

But not people of just any old kind of hope.  There are certain kinds of hope which, from a Christian point of view, 
will simply not do.  There is a kind of hope which ties us too closely to the externals of life—which goes up and 
down like mid-term election polls.  If things are looking good today—if I’m feeling well, and there’s plenty of 
money in the bank, and people are friendly to me, and the office is humming along nicely, and the news of the 
world is not so bad—then I have hope! 

Churches often fall into the practice of this kind of hope.  In my role as a Presbyterian seminary president, I am 
always getting phone calls from the chairpersons of Pastor Nominating Committees from parishes, large and small, 
across the country.  “Can you give us the names of pastors who would be a good fit for us?” they ask.  Sometimes 
they express interest in a good preacher, a good pastor, a good theologian, good visionary, someone sensitive to 
social justice issues, all of that.  But more often than not, they just cut to the chase:  “We want someone who will 
fill this place again.”  “Fill it with what?” I sometimes ask.  “We don’t care.  We just want to grow again.”  Their 
hope is based on the externals of things.  Fix the externals, and then the Kingdom of God will come in and we can 
have hope! 

If things go well, there is hope.  The problem, of course, is that that is when I am less persuaded that I need hope; so 
that the point at which I need it the most is precisely when hope is in its shortest supply.  That kind of hope will 
not do. 

Nor will the kind of hope that has no ties whatsoever to the externals of life.  There is a way of hoping that is 
absolutely disconnected from the daily affairs of human history, that simply dismisses the particulars of our time by 
focusing upon “the sweet by-and-by” of another world.  This is the kind of hope we hear about, for sure, in the 
neat pieties of privatized religion, but you can hear about it elsewhere, also.  This is the hope, I suspect, that lies 
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beneath those gorgeous planned suburban developments that ring this and every city.  They make possible a 
sanitized flight from, and unwillingness to take seriously, the opportunities and problems of urban life.   

I know someone in Austin who works downtown, but who has constructed for himself a hermetically-sealed 
cocoon which enables him and his wife and children to drive in from a pristine home way out in the Hill 
Country west of Austin, and never really engage the city.  The city is somebody else’s problem, he says; and 
when he goes home to his gated house—with its wall and its security code and its splendid isolation—he retires 
to, and derives hope from, a secular version of “the sweet by-and-by.” 

But I’m thinking about a different hope altogether.  I’m thinking tonight about biblical hope.  The kind of hope 
that has always been given its most eloquent expression against the bleakest backdrop.  The kind of hope that 
the prophets—Second Isaiah and Jeremiah and all the rest—threw out as a lifeline of comfort for the chastened 
Israelites to cling to in the midst of exile.  The kind of hope which St. John wrote about when he envisioned 
that same comfort taking on human form and coming into the world as light which would shine in the darkness 
and which darkness would not overcome.  Not fair-weather hope, and not escapist hope; but hope that places 
itself squarely in the midst of pain. 

That’s biblical hope!  It’s hope that weaves itself throughout the amazing saga of the people of God in every 
age; hope that acquaints itself as well with our saga, yours and mine.  And nowhere, I suspect, is that hope put 
more eloquently than in St. Paul’s words in the Epistle text for this feast-day, when he pondered the suffering of 
the church in Rome.  For Paul heard not just the groaning of those people in their specific pain, but, in his 
theological imagination, heard the way in which that pain was taking part in the cosmic pain of the universe as, 
through Jesus Christ, all of creation was passing away so that something new and redemptive could be born.  
So, in a letter to that struggling church—living, as we do, within that tension between the “already” and the “not 
yet,” having had a foretaste of that hope but still waiting for the experience of it in its fullness—Paul used the 
image of childbirth to describe biblical hope: 

“We know,” he wrote, “that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen,” he continued, “is not hope.  
For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.” 

Hope placed squarely in the midst of pain! 

And you and I are not just people who hope, but we are charged with the task of being stewards of that kind of 
hope.  Stewards of it; not inventors of it, not managers of it.  It’s not our job to create hope, to whip it up out of 
nothing, to look for ways and places in the world in which it may be validated.  No!  It’s our job, as is always the 
case with stewards, to simply nurture the hope that is already entrusted to our safekeeping, here in our midst, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

I love the way in which Loren Eiseley, the anthropologist, in one of his books, paints an intriguing picture of a 
star-thrower.  Eiseley writes of walking on a beach and observing along the wet sand, where the surf regularly 
deposits its casualties, that there’s a string of starfish that litter the beach.  Over and over again, they’ve been 
cast repeatedly back upon the shore by the pounding surf, until it’s impossible for them to fight their way back, 
through the surf, to deep sea.  They lie just beyond the retreating foam of the sea, and as they lie there, their tiny 
spores become stuffed with sand, and the rising sun shrinks their bodies; until all along that beach, it’s one long 
necklace of starfish. 

Eiseley writes of coming upon a man up ahead of him, who is stooping over a starfish.  “It’s still alive,” I said.  
“Yes,” said the stranger and with a quick yet gentle movement he picked up the star and spun it…far out into 
the sea.  “It may live,” he said, “if the offshore pull is strong enough…the starfish throw well.  One can help 
them.”  So Eiseley joins the man for awhile, and they walk together along the beach stooping to pick up half-
dead starfish, and to throw them back into the sea in hopes that they might live again.  And writing it all up 
later, Eiseley concludes:  “Somewhere…there is a hurler of stars, and he walks, because he chooses, always in 
desolation, but not in defeat.”  Somewhere…there is a hurler of stars, and she walks, because she chooses, 
always in desolation, but not in defeat. 

Hurlers of stars.  Stewards of hope.  That’s us, don’t you think? 

When I was a pastor in Atlanta, in a church that I believe is remarkably like this one, we had Dr. Robert 
Franklin preach once in our pulpit.  Noted African-American ethicist, at that time a professor at Emory 
University, eventually the president of Morehouse College.  In his sermon, by way of arguing that we black and 
white members of Central Presbyterian Church should continue to provide leadership in the struggle for racial 
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justice, he offered this theological premise which was so simple that I think it was profound.  He said, “God has 
authorized the covenant that overcomes brokenness; so we’re to be involved in work of reconciliation that has 
already been validated.” 

St. Teresa, whose feast-day we celebrate today, said somewhere that since Christ has so few friends, these must 
be good friends.  Here, in that space between these two fingers, in expressing that friendship—through our 
lives, through our service, through our Christian practices, with our money—we become acts of worship 
ourselves. 

We were baptized into this, you know.  And as the Church has been recovering the richness and centrality of 
baptism, we have remembered that it is not just a moment, but an ethic.  I have two daughters, almost grown 
now, and I decided, early in their lives, that it wouldn’t hurt them any to be reminded, from time to time, of 
their baptismal identity.  And so, in our household, before we might be separated for awhile—before a trip 
when they, or we, would be going away somewhere, or before one or the other of them would just go out, or 
before, even, something like their daily departure off the school—I would often trace the sign of the cross on 
their foreheads…that sign that they each received on their foreheads at baptism…and I would say, “Remember 
that you are baptized.”  I would go away, or they would go away, and I would sign their foreheads and say, 
“Remember your baptism and be glad.” 

Looking back, I know now that I might have overdone it from time to time.  Several years ago, our younger 
daughter Claire, who’s now a sophomore in college, was going out one Friday night with her high school 
friends—she and her little entourage of teenaged girls.  And as they were going out the kitchen door to her car, 
she shouted over her shoulder: “Bye, Mom and Dad!  Devon and Zoey and Zephyr and I are going to a movie 
at the mall, and then to a coffee house.  I’ll be in early, I’ll turn the lights off, I’ll lock the doors, I’ll make sure 
the dog is in, and I’ll remember my baptism!” 

I may have laid it on a little thick.  Her older sister, Shelby, went out in those years on her first date.  And as the 
moment ticked toward the hour when that young man would pull up and walk up the sidewalk to the front 
door and ring the doorbell, I was fretting and nervous.  “Where will the party be?  Would you like for Mom and 
me to drive?  Will the parents be there?  Will the grandparents be there?  Will there be a phalanx of off-duty 
police officers there?  Will you call and check—every five minutes?”  Soon the doorbell rang, and in desperation 
I blurted out: “Remember your baptism!”  She looked at me: “Da-a-ad!” 

When they were gone, her mother, who is a psychologist, sat me down in the living-room and said, “Is it really 
her baptism that you’re worried about tonight?” 

Four years ago last month, we took her up to college in upstate New York, and in late-May of this year, she 
graduated.  But when we took her there as a first-year student, we did all the stuff that parents do on that awful 
weekend.  Trips to Target to buy the extra stuff that the dormitory room needs—the coat-hangers, the trash 
can, the desklamp, the rug.  Unpack the luggage, set up the room, make the bed.  And we did this, of course, 
with huge lumps in our throat.  On that fateful weekend, college administrators put up with parents like us until 
about Sunday, and then, in their wisdom (some of you know this drill), they gather all the new students in one 
big space and they gather all the parents in another big space.  And they’re nice enough about it, but their 
essential message to the parents is, “It’s time for you to leave.”  And so this sad assembly of parents and 
children march off to the parking lot, and the carloads of parents line up to leave the campus.   

That Sunday afternoon, four Falls ago, we hugged Shelby one last time—both of us stoic—and we got into the 
car and watched as she walked purposefully toward her residence hall.  And right before she turned a 
corner which would obstruct our view of one another, she turned back and she fixed her eyes upon me as I sat 
there behind the wheel.  And, looking at me, she signed her forehead with the cross of Jesus Christ. 

It is the mark that makes us odd.  It brands us, in Teresa’s words, as friends of Christ.  As stewards of hope, 
even in this unsettled world with all of its evidence to the contrary.  We are baptized to be like that star-thrower 
spending himself for the sake of life rather than giving up in the face of all that would discourage life.  We are 
baptized to be involved in work of reconciliation that has already been validated by the covenant God has made 
with us—to place ourselves, over and over again, into the very midst of a world, of a city, that sorely needs such 
a faith community as this. 

Will you hold that thought in these days ahead?  Will you bet your life that it is true? 
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COMMON MINISTRY 
— DEBBIE WIEDWALD 
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the 
same God who activates all of them in everyone.   I Corinthians 12:4-6 

As our Sunday bulletin and E-Chimes reminds us, Common 
Ministry is a Call to Action.  Trinity has many active Ministry 
teams, each providing an important service at Trinity and in the 
community.  Parishioners are encouraged and supported to utilize 
their gifts in service.  Though the stewardship campaign “Count 
Me In”, we were asked to note our interests in the various Ministry teams.  We were also asked if there 
are other Ministries to which we feel called so that our gifts could be activated at Trinity to serve 
others.  Members of the Common Ministry team and chairs of the various Ministry teams will be in 
contact with parishioners soon to ensure active participation in all of Trinity’s Ministries.   

Through Trinity’s involvement with the Diocesan Common Ministry program, parishioners have 
attended many workshops and trainings at the Procter Center increasing our knowledge of 
congregational and leadership development.  Trinity has been blessed to work with our consultant 
Canon Karl Ruttan who led several training sessions at Trinity.  During the past year, parishioners 
attended Gifts Assessment workshops looking at our passions for ministry, through small and large 
group discussions.  Also, attendees indentified ministry areas to address community needs using their 
gifts.  Parishioners participated in a Discernment Day and explored Trinity’s cores values.  In addition, 
we began to develop Mission and Vision statements.  An Asset Mapping workshop provided us the 
opportunity to explore the many gifts at Trinity and in the community and to identify God’s call on 
Trinity in the world.   

Many thanks to Emily Pucker who co-led the Gifts Assessment trainings. Thanks also to Judy 
McKissick who typed many newsprint pages and to Mary Gahbauer who faithfully takes notes and 
ensures widespread availability of information through Trinity’s Common Ministry Wiki.  Kevin 
Wines provides wonderful communication and ministry team support and Peggy Malone also assists 
with the sharing of information.   

Please consider how God is calling you to use your Gifts, how Trinity can support your Ministry and 
how you can answer the Call to Action.   
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SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT 
— JERRY SELLMAN 
As stated most recently in a letter to the Parish, Trinity is a special place. 
Through good times and difficult times, the people of Trinity find a way to 
continue to do God’s work and to minister to the congregation and the wider 
community. To be sure, we have had financial challenges over the last three 
years. But, as Dr. Wardlaw stated at our Stewardship Evensong, “We do not 
choose the times; the times are chosen for us.” In Hebrews 12:1, we find 
these words: “…and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us...”  Do not despair over these trying times; let us look for solutions. The 
letter to the Parish a week ago was meant to be a Clarion Call for action, not a 
harbinger of doom.  Together, with all of your help, we will be sharing our life in Christ here at Third 
and Broad into another century. 

This past year the ministry of the church evolved in many positive ways. Members of the Vestry took 
on the responsibility to revitalize our ministry teams by convening meetings and acting as a liaison to 
those ministry teams. Since most of the reports to the Vestry were sent to its members a week before 
the meeting, more time could be spent at the meetings focusing on increasing involvement of the 
parish and the wider community in ministry activities. The Parish Life Ministry created opportunities 
and breathed life into parish activities. The Hospitality Ministry revitalized Newcomer gatherings and 
a process to welcome new guests at Trinity. The Building and Grounds Ministry established short 
term, mid-term and long term agendas for maintaining our historic structure. The Worship Music and 
Arts Ministry helped to not only enhance our Sunday morning worship services, but provided 
opportunities for evensong services, concerts and lecture series. Our Formation Ministry assisted in 
the development of both Adult and Youth programs. Of particular note is the increase in our Sunday 
school attendance due to this Ministry’s efforts. Our Community Ministries Ministry continued to 
participate in the St. John’s His Place dinners, increase participation in the In the Garden program, 
and participate in the BREAD movement. Our Stewardship Ministry completed the materials for a 
Legacy Program to increase our endowment and started early on a stewardship campaign. The 
campaign resulted in an almost 10% increase in pledges. In the midst of all of this we continue to 
administer to the wider community by offering morning and noon-day prayer every day of the 
business week, administer to the homeless who stop by the office for assistance and administer to 
those who benefit from the State ID program.  

Trinity started becoming Green in 2010. We established a recycling program with Rumpke and in the 
process cut our trash removal costs, thanks to the efforts of Joel Norris and Dave Fontana.  

Junior Warden Debbie Wiedwald is coordinating our participation in the Diocese’s Common Ministry 
Exploration program, an eighteen month process. As one of six participating congregations in the 
Diocese, Trinity has convened a leadership team to devise a mission strategy and help us identify our 
common ministry at Trinity.  We have had multiple meetings and have been active in identifying, 
discerning and determining how to implement our common ministry at Trinity. In 2011 the entire 
congregation will be invited to become engaged in this process. 

The idea of convening a Common Ministry Exploration program is in response to the changing 
landscape of the Church. We at Trinity and other parishes in the Diocese, indeed in the wider 
Christian community, have not been alone over the last decade in experiencing declining membership 
and declining revenues. The Program seeks to define, discern and establish a common ministry that 
will reverse this trend. In his address to the 136th Diocesan Convention this past fall, Rev. Tom Ehrich 
stated the following: “We need(ed) to listen to the world around us. Our neighbors haven't lost 
interest in God. Their desire for faith is as strong as ever. They just aren't buying what we are selling. 
Sunday worship isn't the big draw we think it is. Church isn't that easy. People want connections, they 
want worship that stirs them, they want family activities, small groups, mission work. They want 
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newness of life, not bickering over a new hymn. Sitting in a pew on Sunday morning just doesn't cut 
it.”  

Together we will determine our common ministry through listening to the community around us and 
we will reverse these trends by sharing our common ministry. 

Trinity’s programs remain strong, notwithstanding the fact that we suffered a 45% decrease in the 
value of our Endowment three years ago due to the beginning of the Recession; pledge and plate 
revenues have since been down. In response to this, the Vestry and administration made budget cuts 
totaling $50,000 over the last two years. We continue to cut expenses where possible. This year our 
pledges are up and we will seek new ways to increase revenues. We will meet our budget and the 
challenges ahead.   

Trinity’s commitment to continue and expand our ministries in the future remains strong, but 
challenges do lie ahead in determining how to finance them. One step toward determining that is for 
the parish to determine how to further reduce expenses and how deficits will be financed in the short 
run, while we emerge from this recession year and work on new programs to increase participation 
and revenues. Our Treasurer will be presenting a budget with options to start the process is 2011.  

In addition to operating under the 2011 budget, as adopted by you, and maintenance of our current 
programs, as your Senior Warden I intend to introduce the following actions and projects to the 
Vestry for completion in 2011: 

 Distribution of any excess revenues in 2011 back to the Endowment fund to repay 
over budget draws over the past several years 

 Implementation of the Legacy Program developed in 2010 

 Continue efforts to lease space 

 Creation of a 501(c)(3) entity, or entities, to seek money from the community to 
support Trinity ministries. 

 Establish a Capital Square Ministry program, not as a replica of Capital Square 
Ministries of old, but designed to meet the current needs of downtown Columbus and 
Central Ohio. The Program would include: 

 A café expanding the mission of Fresh Box 

 A destination for school tours, for lunch and a brief history of Trinity 

 Counseling services for the community at large 

 Seek a Grant to fund a full time position to serve a ministry to the homeless and 
under-served (under 501(c)(3).   

 Develop a Capital Fund Program to retire the existing Capital Fund Debt 

 Work with the Diocese of Southern Ohio to extend a long term loan on the 
outstanding Capital Fund Loan with Huntington Bank 

 Work with the Diocese of Southern Ohio to recalculate a formula for Mission Share 
obligation (already a Diocese-wide undertaking to be addressed at a re-convened 
Diocesan Convention in May, 2011)  

I look forward to 2011 and the opportunities it will bring. We can accomplish much, and much is 
required. Let’s rejoice in the ways we can do it together. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT  (For the year ended 12/31/2010) 

— COURTNEY CLARK, CPA 
 

2010 Operating Budget Review 

Trinity will surely benefit as the economy rebounds from “the Great Recession”.  2010’s low level of 
pledge, plate contribution and fundraising receipts proved too great of a challenge in seeking a 
balanced budget.  Additionally, a greater level of building maintenance was needed in 2010 than in 
prior years.  Bills were paid based on “urgency”, with first priority to payroll, followed by utilities and 
vendors.  All payroll, vendor and utilities expenses were paid by the end of the year.  The 2010 
Mission Share of approximately $73,000 went completely unpaid and is a liability for 2011. 

The following were large deviations between budgeted and actual amounts: 

Item   Budget   Actual   Difference 
 
Pledges   $220,000  $200,000  ($20,000) 
Plate Contributions $30,000  $16,000  ($14,000) 
Fundraising  $21,000  $4,000   ($17,000) 
Buildings & Grounds $90,000  $110,000  ($20,000) 
Mission Share*  $73,000  $30,000  $43,000  

Total Notable Deviations      ($28,000)  

The $30,000 of Mission Share paid in 2010 was to pay off the 2009 Mission Share liability rolling 
forward.   The 2010 budget was prepared with the intention to continue to roll approximately half of 
the previous year’s Mission Share into the following year (i.e., $43,000 of 2010 Mission Share would be 
paid in 2010 and $30,000 in 2011). 

The “loss” amount of $32,605 at the bottom of the Operating Budget Analysis is equal to the $28,000 
of notable deviations listed above plus another $4,000 of immaterial deviations among many different 
budget line items.  The “loss” also represents the payment of 2010 expenses with cash received in 
advance for 2011 pledges. 

Thank you to our fundraisers!  Fundraising efforts included Dale Deubler’s “40 Days” walking 
program and Parish Life’s various sales.  The fundraising efforts not only brought funds to Trinity, but 
built camaraderie among our parishioners.  I personally appreciated the McDevitt family’s amazing 
pumpkin-dessert-baking-skills! 

Amidst the overall negative financial results, I’d like to highlight the fiscal care exercised by Kevin 
Wines’ Music Department (under budget for the year by $600) and Dave Fontana (efficiently managed 
his workload to be under budget by $500).  Dave also renegotiated the cleaning contract for the 
Bishop’s office to save $2,000/year. 

 

2011 Operating Budget Discussion 

In light of the 2010 budget deviations, I urged the Rector, Vestry, Budget and Endowment 
Committees to exercise fiscal prudence during periodic reviews and in setting the 2011 budget.  To 
me, the budget represents not only the current year’s anticipated income and expenses, but also the 
plan for Trinity’s future.  As we draw upon the endowment, less funds will be available in the future. 

The budget presented for this Annual Meeting is not balanced.  It includes two sources of deficit: 

 
General 2011 operating deficit - $23,000 
Covering the 2010 Mission Share - $73,000 
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As outlined in the letter from Rector Richard Burnett, Senior Warden Jerry Sellman and Endowment 
Committee Chair Jeff McNealy, we as a parish must decide our priorities in budgeting.  We will vote at 
this Annual Meeting to determine our course of action. 

Our Stewardship Committee, headed by Spencer Allen and Rocky Morris, were exceptional in their 
dedication, creativity and empathy.  The average pledge for 2011 was a 9% increase over 2010 
amounts, netting additional giving of $20K.  We maintained the same total number of pledging 
households as the prior year.  We also welcome 12 new pledging units for 2011! 

 

Capital Campaign Note 

In 2010, we received $ 11,995 in Capital Campaign contributions.  We have Capital Campaign pledges 
outstanding of $93,816. We paid $8,769 in interest and $100,000 in principal on the Huntington Bank 
construction loan.  The loan has an outstanding principal balance of $ 322,354 as of 12/31/2010.  We 
will continue to make monthly interest and quarterly principal payments until the note’s maturity of 
December 1, 2012. 

 

If you would like to discuss any of the financial matters above in more detail, please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me, Dave Fontana or Jerry Sellman. 
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ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE REPORT FOR 2010 
— JEFF MCNEALEY 

“A modest recovery” best described 2010. Along with a blessed donation, the fund remained stable in light of 
increased demands from operating deficiencies and Huntington mortgage requirements. As the table below in-
dicates, the Endowment Principal gained  $87,576 from the Norton Estate, $6,053 from the Mary Hart Estate, 
and $1,500 from the sale of a columbaria niche. As a result of the foregoing, and in accordance with the 
"funding formula" approved by the Parish in 2000, Endowment support for Parish operations in 2011 is 
$114,876, a 6.3% increase over 2010's support level of $108,069. The Vanguard Funds generated $40,227 in 
income in 2010. The Rector’s mortgage is current and generates $16,800 per year which is added back into Van-
guard funds. From an endowment performance standpoint, adding back in the distributions during 2010 total-
ing $200,069 (down from $211,951 in 2009), the Vanguard Funds grew by $289,337 or 21.3%, well in excess of 
the S&P gain. Keep in mind, however, that $95,129 was from two estates and a columbaria sale. The 2010 dis-
tributions of $200,069 amounted to 10.6% of the "total value" of the endowment, down from 13.2% in 2009.  
In 2011, the Endowment will need to fund the formula amount as well as roughly $106,000 on the Huntington 
note (current amount owed $322,354), less any amounts received on Capital Campaign pledges, and potentially 
the $72,000 shortfall for the 2010 Mission Share. The Huntington note financed completion of capital improve-
ments to the Church in 2006. The potential combined payments in 2011 could amount to in excess of 
$300,000, which amounts to 19% of current Endowment values. These payments above the funding formula 
continue to seriously threaten the viability of the Endowment, and deeply concern the Committee. If this level 
of disbursements continues, the Endowment would be depleted in four to five years. 

Your Endowment Committee, comprised of Rev. Burnett, Courtney Clark, Kitty Morton Epler, Jim Ginter, 
Julie Newhall, Jeff McNealey (Chair), George Meiling, Jerry Sellman, and Debbie Wiedwald, most ably assisted 
by Dave Fontana, Financial Administrator, met four times during the year to review current investment strate-
gies, to analyze Endowment and Church operational cash flow projections, to discuss anticipated additional 
funding requests from the Vestry in 2010, and to discuss changes to the endowment funding policy.  Believing 
that the investment advisors to the various Vanguard funds are far more sophisticated and knowledgeable 
about continually shifting market conditions, a view confirmed by performance in 2010, the Committee has 
elected to stay with the current mix of Vanguard funds, with the proviso that upcoming fund draws will be 
taken from the cash account or bond portfolio in light of probable diminution in bond fund values due to an-
ticipated increasing interest rates. In November, the Committee, and friends, hosted our downtown friends "In 
The Garden", a very rewarding experience for all. We encourage others to gather together to host ITG in 2011. 
Kitty Morton Epler retires from the Committee this year, having provided valuable service for a number of 
years. 

Values 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

Endowment Principal $994,073 $994,073 $994,073 $1,094,101 $1,110,711 

Additions to  Principal 0 0 $100,028 $16,610 95,129 

Total Endowment Principal $994.073 $994,073 $1,094,101 $1,110,711 $1,205,840 

Rector's Mortgage Note $226,932 $223,214 $219,266 $233,250 228,948 

Total Vanguard Funds $1,721,895 $1,764,887 $1,328,998 $1,359,267 $1,448,535 

Year End Endowment Values $1,948,827 $1,988,101 $1,548,264 $1,592,517 $1,677,483 

Total Vanguard Equities $1,222,545 $1,235,421 $713,019 $784,297 $934,744 

Equities % of Total End. 63% 61% 46% 49% 56% 

% Equity Growth    T(N) 31(21)% 11(1.1)% -26(-42)%   39(10 )% 44 (19)% 

Annual S&P Growth 10.4% 3.5% -38.5% 23.4% 11.6% 

Vanguard Funds Income $48,455 $50,448 $50,247 $40,227 $36,684 

Funding Formula to Operations $92,000 $94,400 $98,460 $105,180 $108,069 

Payments above Formula $17,576 $27,100 $96,400 $64,771 0 

Cap. Camp. Mortgage Pay. $0 $0 $0 $42,000 $92,000 
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PARISH SEMINARIAN 
— LUKE FODOR 
In a year and half as seminarian at Trinity Church, Capitol Square, I 
have learned much about parish ministry, all while providing many 
babysitting opportunities for certain young people of Trinity.  I am 
deeply grateful for everyone here who has contributed to my 
growth.  The feedback I have received after sermons, adult 
formation classes and in conversation, has taught me much about 
parish ministry and myself.  My time here has allowed me to enter 
into the flow of spiritual life within the parish, finding nourishment 
in shifting seasons of the Church. Facilitating the Adult Formation 
series on death, life and beyond was a formative experience, which 
allowed me to explore the nature of Christian Formation and to 
realize that it is not merely about studying and learning content, but 
rather applying the spiritual truths in one's life.  Formation is about 
being formed in the patterns of Christ's own life and finding 
abundance as we learn to serve others.   

I am delighted to have the privilege of serving as deacon at Trinity 
for several months after my February 6th ordination and before I 
commence my curacy at St John's, Cold Spring Harbor, New York in 
June.  In returning to my home Diocese of Long Island, please be assured that Trinity Church, Capitol 
Square will hold a place in my heart.  I will always be grateful to the people and Rector of Trinity and 
the role they have played in my ministry.  Should you be in the metropolitan New York area, please do 
come for a visit.  Thank you! 

 
 

 
 

God willing and the People Consenting, 
 

The Right. Reverend Lawrence Provenzano 
will ordain 

Luke Fodor 
to the Sacred Order of Deacons 

in Christ’s one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church 
on Sunday, the sixth day of February 

in the year of our Lord two thousand and eleven 
at thee o’clock in the afternoon 

at St John’s Church, Park Slope 
139 St John’s Place 

Brooklyn, New York 
 

Your prayers and presence are requested 
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ALTAR GUILD 
 — Susan Crompton 

Throughout the church year, members of the Altar Guild often work behind the scenes to prepare the 
altar for Holy Eucharist.  In addition to preparing the altar for weekly worship, a lot of work takes 
place during the week to maintain the altar and linens.  The members during 2010 were Rhoda Allen, 
Susan and Rich Crompton, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Lynn Giljahn, Chuck Gebhardt, and Carrie Stowers.    
Each members support and service is greatly appreciated to ensure the altar is prepared for Holy 
Eucharist and special services. 

 

BUILDING & GROUNDS  
 — Alan Sheppard 

Maintaining our beautiful building at Broad and Third is an ongoing and expensive proposition. 

As a result of our income shortfall, Buildings & Grounds now operates on the basis of “Don’t 
Improve…Don’t Fix”  as much as possible.  In 2010 we were forced to hire people to recaulk our 
stained glass windows on the south side, as they were allowing rain to penetrate the brick walls, 
ruining the interior and paint.    There are still repairs along the south wall that ought to be made, 
funds allowing.  We thank Petar Tsvetanov, who volunteered his great work repairing that water 
damage, and then repainting the south walls and choir loft. 

We discussed and approved a motion to hire an arborist to prune the dead wood from the locust tree 
in our front garden.  Estimated cost would be around $600.00  Professionally, the arborist believed it 
could be saved.  After looking at the tree a second time, the decision was made to remove it, as it was 
quite sick and could not be saved for that estimate. 

Vandalism required the removal of the carpet on the choir loft steps. This was accomplished in house, 
and they are now painted. A security camera has been installed in the narthex (unmonitored) to 
discourage misbehavior in that area. 

Pat Rugola was contacted by the Rev. Jim Miner who returned the stone obelisk from the base it once 
occupied in the garden.  He salvaged it 20 years ago when it was inadvertently discarded during the 
renovation on the early 1990’s.  At this point it awaits mortaring, and final placement. 

Luckily, we had no major repairs during 2010, no heating or air-conditioning breakdowns, no 
vandalism.  On a bright note, FreshBox is renting our basement kitchen space and thriving in their 
mission business.  Now, in 2011, our prayer is to rent our vacant unused third floor. 

 

ST. JOHN’S HIS PLACE DINNERS 2009 
 — Bill Bronson 

Once again, the 2010 year for the St. John’s Outreach Dinners was a success. We at Trinity Episcopal 
Church were able to feed hundreds of the parishioners and others less fortunate from St. John's 
Episcopal Church and the surrounding Franklinton area. Alan Sheppard and I would like to thank all 
those who volunteered their time and made this a family affair. It truly shows the fellowship and 
warmth of this parish. Our numbers served exceeded 100 individuals per serving date and the meals 
provided were hot and nutritious.  

The dates for 2011 are: 
April 06, 2011  
November 2, 2011 

We always welcome assistance with cooking and set up, serving and cleaning. We begin at 5:00 pm 
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and conclude by 7:30 pm. This is an opportunity to bring the young people of our parish into greater 
fellowship and it offers time for us all to build lasting relationships amongst ourselves as members of 
Trinity. I look forward to a successful 2011 and to working with many more of our members in the 
coming months. 

 

IN THE GARDEN 
 — Susan Crompton 

2010 was a very busy and successful year for In The Garden.  The In The Garden (ITG) leadership 
team consisted of Bill Bronson, Rich & Susan Crompton, Lori Dhiraprasiddhi, Chsieko Hamisi, 
Bunny Johnson, Mark & Amelia Lewis, Deniray Mueller, Karen Peeler, and Carrie Stowers.  

Each Sunday afternoon Trinity’s undercroft is full with friends that come to ITG for prayers, lunch 
and fellowship.  We typically hear an uplifting song performed by one of our guests to start our time 
together.  The worship service is led by a member from the ITG leadership team and the Gospel is 
offered by one of our guests.  After we worship, lunch is served and fellowship continues.  Some 
people gather around the TV to cheer on their favorite football team while others just spend time 
together.  Before folks head back outside many offer to help clean then give their sincere thanks and 
say goodbye until the following week.  A typical Sunday afternoon at Trinity is truly a joyous occasion. 

In 2010 we joined together with 4,236 people for worship and lunch.  We could not serve this many 
people without the tremendous support of Trinity parishioners and other parishes.  In 2010 we were 
blessed with food prepared and served by Chicks for Christ led by Jackie Burns Deacon of St. John’s 
Worthington, the ITG leadership team, St. Cyprians, St. James, St. John’s Worthington, St. Phillips, 
Trinity Vestry, Trinity Endowment Committee and many members of our congregation.  We have 
several new groups providing lunch in 2011 and we are excited to see this ministry grow. 

In December, Trinity was asked to sponsor necessity items for ITG that we are distributing 
throughout the Epiphany season.  With generous donations, we are able to provide gifts and 
necessities to our friends that spend many wonderful Sundays at Trinity. Trinity’s response was 
overwhelming and we continue to give thanks for the support to this essential ministry. 

On behalf of the ITG leadership team and our friends that join us each week, we offer sincere thanks 
for your support throughout 2011.  Please join us any Sunday at 2:00pm in the undercroft for worship, 
lunch and fellowship! 

 

LAY WEEDERS 
 — Pat Rugola, Head Gardener 

The Lay Weeders continue their ongoing battle against weeds, trash, and cigarette butts in their efforts 
to create and maintain a green and inviting outdoor space for Trinity. Members gather each spring to 
add impatiens and other annuals to the south garden, and to plant the Shirley Wootten Memorial 
Geraniums, a Lay Weeder tradition, along the north side of the church; they also work through the 
growing season to keep the garden tidy. 

With the maturation of the bald cypress trees, the south garden is now almost entirely in shade. We 
have added hostas and other shade loving perennials over the last several years, but would be grateful 
for additional donations from parishioners. If you have any woodlanders to share, please bring them 
to the garden on our spring planting day, usually the first Saturday in May. You will be rewarded with 
a seedling of the beautiful yellow celandine poppy that grows in the garden. 
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PARISH LIFE  

 — Julie Newhall 

Parish Life is concerned with fostering Christian fellowship within Trinity’s parish community and 
with visitors to Trinity. Activities include assisting parish staff and organizations in coordinating social 
functions and welcoming new members to the parish community and encouraging participation in 
activities.  

During this past year, members of Parish Life have worked to create opportunities for fellowship 
through a wide variety of parish programs and events, including the 192nd Annual Parish Meeting, 
Mass in the Grass, Welcome to Trinity Sunday, Soup and Stew Cook-Off, Newcomers’ Reception, 
apple picking, “Share the Harvest” coffee hour, pumpkin sale, 20s/30s dinners, St. Nicholas Sunday 
and the recent Progressive Dinner. 

Parish Life’s efforts to enhance the life of Trinity are aided by Trinity’s clergy and by staff members 
Tom Belcher, Diane Donato and Kevin Wines who help to plan, make sure that the church is 
prepared to host events, and publish timely communications to promote activities.  

Members of Parish Life have enjoyed a wonderful spirit of cooperation and creativity as we’ve 
planned throughout the year. All of us—Jori McDevitt, Peggy Malone, Emily Pucker, Judy McKissick, 
Debbie Wiedwald and myself—are grateful for the contributions of so many parishioners who have 
helped us to practice hospitality and to foster fellowship and friendship.  

The coming year promises to be filled with many exciting opportunities. Look for news of upcoming 
events in The Chimes, on Trinity’s website and in weekly bulletins.  

Parish Life welcomes all who are interested in participating in this ministry of welcoming and 
hospitality. Please contact Julie Newhall at janewhall@mac.com or Jori McDevitt at 
jorimcd@gmail.com if you are interested in being a part of Parish Life or have an idea for an activity. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 — Dale C. Deubler & Madeleine Trichel 

Trinity offers Sunday School for elementary school children and Nursery Care on a year round 
basis.  While attendance varies, typically 6 -7 children attend each week in the elementary class. The 
nursery has several babies, toddlers and preschoolers each week and welcomed several new little ones 
this year.  Willow Fodor has returned from a short leave with her baby.  Move-up from the nursery to 
elementary class can occur throughout the year, when the child shows a readiness for the class. We 
welcome new children, including visitors, at any time.  

We continue to focus the elementary classes on the lectionary by using the no-cost curriculum posted 
on the Episcopal Church website: www.episcopalchurch.org/109452_115820_ENG_HTM.htm   Each 
week we gather around our small "altar" table to light candles and offer prayers.  We follow the church 
year, using a small liturgical calendar, and we decorate the table with the liturgical color of the season 
and the children's creative arts. 

During the summer we provide informal activities and lessons outdoors. When weather permits 
during the school year, everyone enjoys recess before entering the service by utilizing outdoor voices 
on the ramp and stairs at the Parish House entry.  The children participated in a ‘no rehearsal, no 
stress’ presentation of the Nativity at the Family Service on Christmas Eve.   

We extend an open invitation to the entire parish to visit the Sunday School and see us in action! 
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WORSHIP, MUSIC & ARTS 
 — Kevin N. Wines 

WM&A remained active throughout 2010 offering cultural events and worship services for the Trinity 
community.  Cultural events including an outing to the Early Interval 12th Night Celebration in 
January, book club discussions, a gallery trip to Lancaster meeting with artist Paul Hamilton who was 
commissioned by the Diocese to paint Bishop Price’s portrait, and hosting concerts by the Magpie 
Consort and the Columbus Women’s Chorus.  The Lenten services of Night Prayer with Taizé chant 
were again offered each Thursday evening in Lent, following each service with a simple soup supper.  
We were happy to worship with Bishop Breidenthal who spent Holy Week in residence at Trinity. 

Church decorations for the Easter, Advent and Christmas seasons were again coordinated by WM&A 
members.   Kent Phillips took on the weekly floral decorations reducing the average expense by more 
than 50% and offering beautiful variety to the altar/chancel decorations, including moving the main 
floral arrangement to the chancel steps helping bring focus to the communion table. 

The Trinity Music program continued to strive for excellence in our weekly worship service offerings. 
Highlights included the presentation of the oratorio “St. Paul” by Felix Mendelssohn during the 
season of Lent, a stewardship kickoff evensong in October that welcomed Presbyterian seminary 
president Ted Wardlaw as guest preacher and featured world premier performances of Gerald 
Harvey’s “Magnificat” and “Nunc Dimittis” commissioned by the Trinity Vestry to celebrate my 20th 
anniversary at Trinity.  On a personal note, I would like to express my appreciation for this honor.  
The year ended as always with the Advent and Christmas celebrations featuring the Service of Lessons 
and Carols, and a Christmas Eve performance of Camille Saint-Saëns’ Christmas Oratorio. 
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER, 2010 
 
(The sacraments are signs of the new life of God and Christian nurture in a parish family. We at 
Trinity Church celebrate the following grace-filled encounters of 2010.) 

 
 
Baptisms –   Sophia Mae Hockenberry  Rachel Brejetta Noble 
   Joel Stephen Norris   Andrew Richard Clark 
   Beck McCannon Elder   Campbell Elizabeth Sapp 
   Margaret Allison Rosenfeld  Rendall Kinsley Giles 
   Meagan Catherine Rosenfeld  Theodore James Smith 
   Mitchell Alan Rosenfeld 
 
 
Confirmations –  Joel Stephen Norris 
    
 
Marriages –   Peter Josiah Renner/Lauren Elizabeth Williams 
   Jonathan Barnes/Kathleen Margaret Seymour 
   Andrew Carlyle Neckers/Courtney Brooke Neckers 
   Brian Adams Brooks/Dominique Ceylone Reighard 
   Grey Burchfield Parker/Katie Knox Gibson 
   Adam Michael Brankamp/Kathleen Ann Campbell 
   Chad Benjamin Reeser/Tracey Lynn Risner 
   Scott Thomas Elliott/Kemba Niambi Hamilton 
   Joseph Albert Bourreau/Renee Christin Polsley 
   Ryan Thomas Moravec/Britney Elizabeth McKibben 
   Kurt Stephen Federer/Sydney Alana Andrews 
   James Patrick Herl II/Lindsay Alison Keller 
   Mark Allen Marbaugh/Kristine Alyse Krafick 
   Alexander Conley Stahler/Vanessa Rae Eicher 
   Justin Adam Dyke/Danielle Nicole Loucks 
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NECROLOGY 
 

Robert Charles Milbery, Jr. 

Robert B. Gibbs 

Barbara Cox 

Faye J. Dreeling 

Robert M. Bush 

Mary Elizabeth Bitzer 

       
Remember thy servants, O Lord, according to the favor which thou 
bearest unto thy people; and grant that, increasing in knowledge and 
love of  thee, they may go from strength to strength in the life of  perfect 
service in thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

 
 



 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! 
 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee: 
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,  
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
All thy works shall praise thy Name, 
 in earth, and sky, and sea;  
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,  
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity 
 
 

Text: Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 
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