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QUESTION: Is there a “counterfeit” Holy Spirit?

ANSWER: One cannot read the Bible for very long before 
encountering who the Bible refers to as “the devil” or “Satan” 
and he has some other names. The devil is a counterfeiter and 
a liar. Whatever God is doing, Satan attempts to counterfeit. 
This is definitely true concerning the work of the Holy Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 11:3,4,13,14 But I am afraid that as the serpent 
deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray 
from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. For if someone 
comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we 
proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you 
received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you 
accepted, you put up with it readily enough. For such men are 
false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as 
apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises 
himself as an angel of light.

According to this passage, we find there are counterfeits to the 
person of Jesus, to the Spirit and even to the gospel message. 
And it is Satan who is doing the counterfeiting. 

In light of the fact that we know there is a counterfeit spirit, how 
do we discern when one is counterfeit? 

The Apostle John said we must “test the spirits.”

1 John 4:1-3 Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims 
to speak by the Spirit. You must test them to see if the spirit they 
have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the 
world. This is how we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a 
person claiming to be a prophet acknowledges that Jesus Christ 
came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God. But if 
someone claims to be a prophet and does not acknowledge the 

truth about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person 
has the spirit of the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into 
the world and indeed is already here.

In other words, since there are so many false prophets in the 
world, Christians must test all claims that supposedly come from 
the Holy Spirit. 

Below, we see a passage about “lying wonders” from the 
antichrist. 

2 Thessalonians 2:9,10 This man will come to do the work of 
Satan with counterfeit power and signs and miracles. He will 
use every kind of evil deception to fool those on their way to 
destruction, because they refuse to love and accept the truth 
that would save them.

What’s interesting about that passage, Paul says “this person” 
will produce counterfeit “power” as well as counterfeit “signs”. 
That makes it even more imperative that we “test the spirits.” 

How do we test the Spirits? We do it by comparing everything to 
the written Word of God. The only way we can do this well is if 
we know the written Word of God. 

Remember: Counterfeiters always try to produce the counterfeit 
to be as close as possible to the real thing. They want it to be 
appear to be genuine. When people counterfeit paper money, I 
admit it would be hard for someone like me to be able to see 
that it’s counterfeit. That money has to be examined closely. 
One of Satan’s oldest tricks is to come close to the truth of 
God’s Word, but change it just a little. 


