
Congratulations Graduates 

Evergreen United Methodist Church  
1120 Evergreen Court, Wahpeton, ND 58075  

701-642-6202 

June, 2022 

  Baptism - May 15 

 
 

 

 

 

Four generations: Marlene Metcalf 
Johnson, Marston Metcalf, Aly 

Stone holding Olivia Ellen Stone  

Brody Wolfgram, son of 
Bryan & Mary Wolfgram  

graduated from Wahpeton 
High School on May 29. 

Griffin Mahoney, son of 
Jessica Harty & Douglas 
Mahoney graduates from 
Breckenridge High School 

on June 5. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work trip to the Solar Oven Partners workshop in 
Raymond, SD — Wednesday, May 11.   

Evergreen UMC’s work team:                          
Harris Richardson, Colin Bailey Peder Anderson, 
Harris Bailey, Gene Bethke, Solar Oven Partners 
Workshop Coordinator, Dianne & Wayne Millar  
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  1 - June Edwards 
  1 - Cody Maddock 
  2 - Kevin Hudson 
  4 - Justan Metcalf 
  6 - Leland Levery 
  7 - Kathy Dotzenrod 
  7 - Samantha Turley 
  8 - Jake Richels  
  8 - Michael Ehlers 
  8 - John & Mary DelVal* 
  9 - Dylan Wolfgram 
  9 - David & LaRae Gripentrog* 
10 - Val Bigwood 
10 - RaeAnn Drewlow 
10 - Xander Bohn 
11 - Harris & Fern Bailey* 
11 - Tom & Jan Moore* 
12 - Gene & Gloria Plummer* 
15 - Jim & Karen Selken* 
16 - Mark Boyer 
 

17 - Marty Boyer 
18 - Aaron Bohn 
19 - Gloria Plummer 
19 - Michael Rittenour 
20 - Rhaeghn Gripentrog  
20 - Tanner Werner 
21 - Mary DelVal 
21 - James & Jessica Harty* 
22 - Lois Berndt  
22 - Kevin & Judy Nelson* 
24 - Mike & Bonnie Beeson* 
26 - McKayla Mortenson 
26 - Don & Kairouan Moffet* 
27 - Lori Mohs 
27 - Colin & Linda Bailey* 
28 - Annetta Nies 
29 - Nicole Keller 
 
 

Evergreen Celebrates June  
Birthdays and Anniversaries 
*Denotes anniversaries 

Prayer Concerns at Evergreen 
Please contact the office to have names added  
and/or removed from our prayer concerns list.  
 

Please  pray for:   
Bev Stone, June Edwards, Dave Gripentrog, Alta 
Lehmann, John Eastin, Renee Rohman, Norik 
Astvatsaturov, Harriet Fleenor, Merle Rubish, 
Kermith Krueger, Fay Woy, Donna Stone, Cheryl 
Holding Eagle, Bernice Oliver, Gloria Plummer, 
Jeanette Stone (Bev Stone’s sister-in-law), Randy 
Rittenour (Richardson’s son-in-law), Ava (great 
granddaughter of Merle & Jean Rubish),  Gwen & 
Kurt Bloms and Alan Jones (niece & nephews of 
Marlene Jones) 

Remember Father’s Day:  Sunday, June 19 

May Monthly Offering: 

$16,026.72 

Monthly Need: 

$21,005.00 

Thank you for your 

generosity and we 

encourage you to continue to 

support Evergreen in person, by   

mail or online giving. 

Sunday Prayer Circle  
 
Each Sunday after worship (about 10 minutes after 
we have finished and the cameras are no longer 
recording) you are invited to gather if you wish in 
the front of the sanctuary 
and bring requests for 
prayer, and to offer 
prayer for the requests of 
others.   
 

The Worship Committee would like to 
extend a thank you to Mary Schradick 
for her work in repairing several Bibles 
and to Tom McGovern for making and 
installing a rack to hold banners.  We 
appreciate their time and effort with 
these projects.  Well done!!   
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United Women in Faith     By Kay Nelson 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The twenty-ninth session of the Dakotas Annual Conference will be held June 9-11, 2022, at Bismarck, North 
Dakota. The gathering will include inspiring worship, business, conversations about who and where we are, and 
celebrating clergy milestones.   
 
After two challenging years of being apart we are ready to gather as one body at the Bismarck Event Center.  
 
Delegates from Evergreen UMC will be Pastor MaryAnn, Sandy Olson and Peder Anderson. A report will be 
shared in the July newsletter. 

Greetings, United Women in Faith!  

After five days in Orlando, Florida, Fern Bailey and I returned filled with inspiration from workshops, 
marvelous speakers, uplifting music, and graceful dancers. Oh, My!! If only we could have lifted all of you 
into that space of more than 3,500 sisters in person and another 2,500 virtual. We listened to our leaders, 
witnessed 61 missioners and deaconesses being installed by several bishops. We were encouraged to TURN 
IT UP  as we go forth with our new name. 

I would encourage those of you with computers to tune into podcasts that are being offered monthly. Faith 
Talks can be found at: https:///www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks. Each conversation explores 
themes and resources that empower us to put faith, hope, and love into action. The response podcast covers 
spiritual growth, mission outreach, and reports on our local, national, and international work. Go to: https://
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/responsepodcast. 

We have several dates for your calendar and hope for your participation or attendance. 

 ….June 11, 1:15-2:00 p.m. Prayer Vigil with a focus on our Dakotas Annual Conference, June 9-11. 

      ….July 21-July 23, Mission u at Jamestown University 

     ….July 28, 10:00 a.m., UMW Executive Meeting, Evergreen UMC 

 ….July 28, 11:30 a.m., Salad Luncheon with Fairmount and Breckenridge UMW as our guests. Bonnie 
Anderson will present the program entitled, “Trunk Quilt Show.” 

I would also encourage you to read this summer. There are several selections in the library on many different 
topics. August 1st is the deadline for turning in your list for the Reading Program. 

Our bake sale in May brought in an excess of $1,000. Thank you, bakers and buyers, Our missions also thank 
you!!! 

https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/faithtalks
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.oorg/responsepodcast
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.oorg/responsepodcast
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Remember the Noisy Bucket 

Offering!  

Second Sunday of  each 

month.  

Proceeds support the Three 

Rivers Crisis Center - Kids 

Connection. 

Remember Your Prayer Partner 

Denominational Divisions 
 
For years now, our denomination has been in turmoil.  
A division, a sort of divorce, was being planned.  It was 
delayed over and over since the body who needed to 
make the plans wasn’t meeting because of Covid.  And 
so, in a break from the plan, the break away 
denomination was formed on May 1st of this year.   
There are members and pastors and churches who will 
or are in process of withdrawing from our United 
Methodist Church to join that newly formed 
denomination named the Global Methodist Church.  
This process will likely take a few years to sort through.   
 
Evergreen is not required to take any action.  My 
personal decision, as a pastor, is to remain United 
Methodist.   At Annual Conference a process will be 
spelled out for those local churches who want to leave 
to do so.  I have not heard from any member of 
Evergreen who are wanting us to consider that process.  
There will be time to explore that option if the interest 
is there. 
 
There are many good resources to read about this 
process.  If you want to know more, let Pastor Mary 
Ann know.   
 

Special Miracle Offering 

Each year at Annual Conference there is an 
opportunity for attendees to bring a special 
offering that is designated for a project of 
interest in the area.  This year the Miracle 
Offering is designated for two mental health 
programs associated with the school systems 
around Spirit Lake 
 
In the United States, Native American 
communities experience higher rates of suicide 
than any other ethnic group. Suicide is the 
second leading cause of death for Native 
American youth ages 10-24, and Native youth 
teen suicide rates are nearly 3.5 times higher 
than the national average.  
 
According to the Youth Risk Behavior Survey, in 
Todd County, South Dakota, the home of the 
Rosebud Reservation, 48% of the youth report 
feeling helpless, being depressed, or having 
thoughts of harming themselves or someone 
else. In Benson County, North Dakota, the home 
of Spirit Lake Nation and where Four Winds 
School is located, 44% of the youth report feeling 
helpless, being depressed, or having thoughts of 
harming themselves or someone else.  
 
When you are in the valley, what do you 
need? Even though I walk through the valley of 
the shadow of death, thou art with me. Thy rod 
and thy staff comfort me. (Psalm 23: 4, 
NRSV). Friends, our Native American neighbors, 
especially the youth in North and South Dakota, 
need us to be like Jesus the Healer.  
 
The 2022 Miracle Offering: Wings for Wellness is 
a hope-bringing, spirit-fueled activity that will 
have a lasting impact on Native American youth 
served by Tree of Life Ministry and Spirit Lake 
Ministry of the Dakotas Conference.  
 
If you want to participate, clearly mark your 
offering and we will send it in at the end of June. 



June, 2022 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 
May 29 
 
9 am, Coffee 
10 am, Worship,  

May 30 
 
 

May 31 1 2 
 

3 
5:30 am, Relay 
for Life @ 
Hughes 
Shelter 

4 
Gripentrog/Fox 
Wedding 
 

5 
 
9 am, Coffee 
10 am, Worship, 
Holy Communion 
 

6 
 
6 pm, Worship 
Committee 
7 pm, Adm. 
Council 
 

7 8 9 
 
Annual 
Conference 
 

10 
 
Annual 
Conference 
 

11 
 
Annual 
Conference 

12 
 
9 am, Coffee 
10 am, Worship, 
Noisy Bucket 
 
 

13 14 15 
 

16 
 

17 
 

18 

19 
FATHER’S DAY 
 
9 am, Coffee 
10 am, Worship 
 

20 
 
 

21 22 23 24 
 
July 
Newsletter 
article 
deadline 

25 

26 
 
9 am, Coffee 
10 am, Worship 

27 
 

28 29 
 
 

30 
11am, Newsletter 
Folding 

July 1 July 2 
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Sunday Schedule 
   9 am    Coffee Hour 

 10 am   Sunday Worship Service 
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Evergreen UMC 

1120 Evergreen Ct. 

Wahpeton, ND  58075 

(701) 642-6202 

 

Pastor: 

Mary Ann Bernard 

pastor@evergreenumc.com 

Cell: 607-739-9071 

 

Administrative Asst.: 

Julie McGovern 

office@evergreenumc.com 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 
8 am - 3 pm 

Friday  
8 am - Noon 

 

Sundays:  

9 am, Coffee time 

10 am, Worship 

also online Facebook/YouTube 

 

Website: 

www.evergreenumc.com 

 

Facebook: 

Wahpeton Evergreen UMC 

RELAY FOR LIFE/AMERICAN CANCER  

The Relay for Life/American Cancer Society will be held on 
Friday, June 3.  Evergreen UMC does not have a formal team so 
any individuals interested in walking in the event can stop by 
the Hughes Shelter in Chahinkapa Park 
between the hours of 5:30 p.m. and 10:30 
p.m. and walk in honor or memory of their 
loved ones.  As of May 29, Evergreen UMC has 
collected $650.00.  The Mission Work Area 
thanks you for your support of this worthy 
cause. 

ONE THING MINISTRY UPDATE 
Just a reminder……. The One Thing Ministry is “on 
hold” until July.  However, as assorted food items and 
paper products had been donated to the One Thing 
ministry in May, these items were boxed and delivered 
to the Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry; total items 
collected weighed 25 lbs.  The Mission Work Area 

thanks our church family for their support of this ministry.  Stay 
tuned for your mission opportunity in July!! 

Thank you from Peder & Bonnie  

An offering of $247 was given to support a school for adults with 
disabilities in Albania called VT Albania (Valued Treasures).  Peder 
and Bonnie Anderson shared experiences in Albania on May 
18.  Attendees saw photos, heard stories and enjoyed delicious 
food prepared by the mission committee.  Thank you to all who 
attended and all who gave donations for this important ministry 
through World Gospel Mission. 

The donut makers have a Hobart 
mixer that we do not use.  It has all 
the mixing attachments and two 
mixing bowls.  If anyone has a need 
for it, it is for sale at any reasonable 
offer.  Contact Merle Rubish if you 
have any questions. 

Hobart Mixer For Sale 
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The UMW has cards for sale in the 

Fellowship Hall. Boxed cards range 

in price from $5-$7. Individual 

cards are also available for sale 

($.50). Proceeds go to mission 

projects. 

I was talking with one of you wonderful members of Evergreen.  You’re such honest people, such good salt of 
the earth types.  We came to the end of a conversation, and you said, “It’s been a crappy spring.”  I loved 
that.  It has been.  And in so many ways, these last weeks have been like cold rain hitting us in the face.  The 
price of things going up, the deaths of children, the state of our denomination as it changes.  The weather 
was what we were talking about…planting late has consequences, and lingering floods are not a good thing.   
 
What do we do when it’s that kind of time?  When doctor’s recommend further testing, when family news is 
not good, when our own spirits flag inside us, even as we smile on the outside?  What we do is pray, and 
remember the many good gifts also being given.  What we do is ask a friend to listen to us share, or take a 
walk to work out our worry, or read or write a devotion to God. 
 
God walks with us.  God leads us through the mud.  God uses these times to plant seeds in our soul, deeply 
seeding us with strength and with a joy that creates it’s own sunshine.  Life is a buffet.  Many items are 
before us each day.  We can pass by some painful ones, we can make choices that bring us better days ahead.  
Strength is created from adversity endured.  Prairie people are strong from our weather, and that strength 
carries us through springs such as this.  And, after all,  there are birds that sing, and there are silly jokes, and 
there is beauty intense as the trouble on most days.  Don’t miss the good.  Even in a spring such as this!! 
 
Rev. Mary Ann Bernard 

Bible Study  
Anyone? 

 

Beginning on July 11th, we will start 

an Adult Bible Study group again on 

Monday mornings at 10:00 am.  

Knowing many have conflicts, but not 

all of us, you are welcome to come, 

drop in when you can, and enjoy a 

time of scripture, talk, prayer, and 

fellowship.  Let me know if you’re 

interested!    

Pastor Mary Ann   

May Worship Numbers…. 

      In Person        Online      Total 

May  1  51      84  135  

May  8  60      46  106 

May 15 56      84  140 

May  22 69      112     181 

May  29 49       60                109  
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