
 

 

This Lent, Paula Federman will be leading two Taize services, designed to draw us into 
preparation for Easter using scripture, prayer, and music.  

Friday, February 28th 7:00pm:  Reflect on the Sunday Lenten readings, using both 
silence and chants to provide a contemplative atmosphere in which we can speak to God and 
hear His wisdom.  

Friday, April 3rd 7:00pm: Take a walk through Christ’s Passion as we immerse ourselves 
in the scripture surrounding the events of the crucifixion.  

 
What is Taizé Prayer? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History of Taizé 
In 1940, Br. Roger left his home of Switzerland and headed to France to answer his vocation to create a 
community there. He settled in the small village of Taizé, France, where he proceeded to shelter refugees 

fleeing the war. After the war, Taizé became a home to children orphaned by the war, and on Sundays the 
brothers of Taizé welcomed prisoners of war being held in a nearby camp. By 1949, there were 7 men in the 

Taizé community committed to celibacy and a life of simplicity. 
The Taizé community is now made up of over one hundred brothers dedicated to helping the poor and 

encouraging ecumenism. Every year, many people of various religious backgrounds pilgrimage to Taizé to 
pray and work with the brothers 

 
Music of Taizé 

Singing is one of the most essential elements of worship. Short songs, repeated again and again, give it a 
meditative character. Using just a few words they express a basic reality of faith, quickly grasped by the mind. 
As the words are sung over many times, this reality gradually penetrates the whole being. Meditative singing 

thus becomes a way of listening to God. It allows everyone to take part in a time of prayer together and to 
remain together in attentive waiting on God. 

These songs also sustain personal prayer. Through them, little by little, our being finds an inner unity in God. 
They can continue in the silence of our hearts when we are at work, speaking with others or resting. In this 

way prayer and daily life are united. They allow us to keep on praying even when we are unaware of it, in the 
silence of our hearts. 


