
The Mistake About Greatness 
 
 

Three friends 
followed Jesus more 
closely than any of 
the other disciples. 
These friends were 
Saint Peter, Saint 
James, and Saint 
John.  
 
But even though 
they followed Jesus 
everywhere, and 
learned everything 
he taught, they still 
made mistakes.  

 
Once, as they were 
travelling with 
Jesus, the three 
friends got into an 
argument about 
which one of them 
was the greatest 
follower of Jesus. 

 
“I am the greatest 
saint,” Peter said. “I 
follow Jesus better 
than any of the rest 
of you.” 

 
“No, we are,” James 
and John argued 
back. “And when 
Jesus becomes a 
king, we will be 
sitting right next to 
his throne, one on 
his right and one on 
his left.” 

 
“Besides,” John added, “everyone knows that I am the disciple Jesus loves best.” 

 
By the time they got where they were going, all three of them were mad at each other. So mad that 
Jesus noticed. “What were you all arguing about on the road on the way here?” Jesus asked. 



 
The three friends were ashamed to say, so they didn’t answer. But Jesus knew anyway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Now, there was a crowd of families around Jesus, holding their little children out to him, hoping 
he would bless them. The other disciples were keeping the people away but Jesus said, “Let 
them come to me.” 
 
The people came close and brought him their children, and Jesus blessed them. As he was 
blessing them, he turned to Peter, James, and John. “You think being great means ruling over 
other people and being strong enough to bully them,” Jesus said. “But that isn’t what it means 
to be a great saint. 
 
“If you really want to be great, you should become humble and kind like these little children. 
Saints aren’t great because they are better than everybody. Saints are great because they love 
everybody.” 


