
Prayers for Troubled Times 
From the Book of Common Prayer, 1979 

 
36. For the Oppressed, Rite Two 
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people in this land who live with injustice, 
terror, disease, and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us. Help us 
to eliminate our cruelty to these our neighbors. Strengthen those who spend their lives 
establishing equal protection of the law and equal opportunities for all. And grant that 
every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of this land; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
26. For those who suffer for the sake of Conscience, Rite Two 
O God our Father, whose Son forgave his enemies while he was suffering shame and 
death: Strengthen those who suffer for the sake of conscience; when they are accused, 
save them from speaking in hate; when they are rejected, save them from bitterness; 
when they are imprisoned, save them from despair; and to us your servants, give grace 
to respect their witness and to discern the truth, that our society may be cleansed and 
strengthened. This we ask for the sake of Jesus Christ, our merciful and righteous Judge. 
Amen.  
 
7. For the Church, Rite One 
Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth 
with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any 
thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide 
for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son our Savior. Amen. 
 
27. For Social Justice, Rite Two 
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, and 
especially the hearts of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may 
crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; that our divisions being healed, we 
may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
6. For our Enemies, Rite Two 
O God, the Father of all, whose Son commanded us to love our enemies: Lead them and 
us from prejudice to truth; deliver them and us from hatred, cruelty, and revenge; and 
in your good time enable us all to stand reconciled before you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  


