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ORGAN PRELUDE
“Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland”
Please stand as you are able.
OPENING HYMN

Trevor Carolan, Organist
Dieterich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Helmsley

Hymnal #57
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Please stand as you are able.
OPENING ACCLAMATION
Presider:
People:

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Presider:
People:
Presider:
People:

There is one Body and one Spirit;
There is one hope in God’s call to us;
One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
One God and Father of all.

KYRIE

Hymnal S –96

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010)
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Presider:
People:
Presider:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE COLLECT
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now
in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that
in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the
dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Please be seated for the Readings.
A READING FROM THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH

33:14-16

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of
Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring
up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be
saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is
our righteousness.”
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 25:1-10

Sung by the Choir and Congregation

1

To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul;
my God, I put my trust in/you; *
let me not be humiliated,
nor let my enemies triumph/over me.

2

Let none who look to you be put to/shame; *
let the treacherous be disappointed in their/schemes.

3

Show me your ways, O/Lord, *
and teach me your/paths.

4

Lead me in your truth and/teach me, *
for you are the God of my salvation;
in you have I trusted all the day/long.
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5

Remember, O Lord, your compassion and/love, *
for they are from ever/lasting.

6

Remember not the sins of my youth and my trans/gressions; *
remember me according to your love
and for the sake of your goodness, O/Lord.

7

Gracious and upright is the/Lord; *
therefore he teaches sinners in his/way.

8

He guides the humble in doing/right *
and teaches his way to the/lowly.

9

All the paths of the Lord are love and/faithfulness *
to those who keep his covenant and his/testimonies.

10

For your Name’s sake, O/Lord, *
forgive my sin, for it is/great.

A READING FROM THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO THE THESSALONIANS

3:9-13

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? Night
and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now
may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you increase
and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his
saints.
The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Please stand as you are able.
GOSPEL HYMN

Come, O Come Emmanuel

verses 1-2

Hymnal #56

O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!
O come, thou Wisdom from on high,
who orderest all things mightily;
to us the path of knowledge show,
and teach us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel!
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Please stand as you are able.
THE HOLY GOSPEL

LUKE 21:25-36

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint from fear and foreboding
of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see
‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to
take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Then he told
them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things taking place,
you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. Be
on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who
live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Please be seated.
THE SERMON
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Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Parents and Godparents:
I present Meredith to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Presider:

The Presider asks the parents and godparents

People:

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son
of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son,
our Lord.
He was conceived by the power
of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand
of the Father.
He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.

Meredith Dean Baldwin

Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you
present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?
Parents and Godparents: I will, with God's help.

Presider: Will you by your prayers and witness help
this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?
Parents and Godparents: I will, with God's help.
Then the Presider asks the following questions of the
parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the
infants and younger children
Question: Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual
forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
Answer:
I renounce them.

Presider:
People:

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Presider:

Will you continue in the apostles’
teaching and fellowship, in the breaking
of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.

Question: Do you renounce the evil powers of this
world which corrupt and destroy the creatures
of God?
Answer:
I renounce them.
Question: Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw
you from the love of God?
Answer:
I renounce them.
Question: Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as
your Savior?
Answer:
I do.
Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace
and love?
Answer
I do.

People
Presider:
People:

Question: Do you promise to follow and obey him as
your Lord?
Answer: I do.

Presider:

Question: Will you who witness these vows do all in
your power to support this person in her life
in Christ?
People:
We will.

Presider:

Presider: Let us join with this person who is committing
herself to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

Presider:

People:

People:

People:

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,
whenever you fall into sin,
repent and return to the Lord?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you proclaim by word and example
the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you seek and serve Christ in all per
sons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace
among all people, and respect the dignity
of every human being?
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I will, with God’s help.

Presider: Let us now pray for Meredith who is to receive
the Sacrament of new birth.

Leader: Deliver her, O Lord, from the way of
sin and death.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Open her heart to your grace and truth.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Fill her with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Keep her in the faith and communion of
your holy Church.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Presider:
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water.
Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of
creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out
of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In
it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was
anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ,
to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the
bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it
we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in
his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy
Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we
bring into his fellowship those who come to him in
faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Presider touches the water
Leader: Teach her to love others in the power
of the Spirit.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Send her into the world in witness to
your love.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Bring her to the fullness of your peace
and glory.
People: Lord, hear our prayer.
Presider:
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death
of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his
resurrection and look for him to come again in glory;
who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of
your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from
sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen
life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor
and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated.
Presider:

I baptize you in the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
You are sealed by the Holy Spirit in
Baptism and marked as Christ's own
for ever. Amen.

The Presider blesses the water, first saying
The Lord be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Presider:
People

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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Please be seated.
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Presider:
You have received the light of Christ; walk in this light
all the days of your life.
People:
Shine as a light to the world to the glory of God
the Father.

We appreciate your generosity now more than ever.
You can use our “Text to Give” mobile app to support
our mission and ministry. Just text: Allsaintsoncentral
and the $ Amount to 73256 then follow the prompts
for fast and easy giving.
OFFERTORY SENTENCE

Presider: Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the
Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your servant the
forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of
grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give her
an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and
to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift
of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.

Presider: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave
himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

Presider:

Please stand in body or in spirit when the gifts are
brought to the Altar.
PRESENTATION HYMN

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

Presider and People:
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the
faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and
share with us in his eternal priesthood.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM
Never weather beaten sail
Charles Wood (1866-1926)

The Presider concludes
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy
Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep
us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Amen.
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Presider:
People:

The Advent greens
are given to
the Glory of God

All things come of thee O Lord.
Of thine own have we given thee.

The music this day is dedicated to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of
Jay loved singing
in the choir as
much as we all do.
Love, Beth Gould
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Please stand as you are able.
Book of Common Prayer Page 367

Presider:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and
death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that
when he shall come again in power and great triumph to
judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice to
behold his appearing.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

SANCTUS

Hymnal S-127

Calvin Hampton (1938-1984)
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Please remain standing.
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me."
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
Presider and People:
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from
your creation, this bread and wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his
sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the
fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly
country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and
the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.
THE LORD’ S PRAYER
Presider: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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AGNUS DEI

Presider:

Hymnal

Ray Urwin (b. 1950)

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
[Or] All are welcome at God’s table.
Please be seated as the congregation takes communion.
THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

All who hunger for God are invited to come forward to receive the sacrament. Please social distance as you
wait in line for communion. Follow the ushers’ instructions when and where to go. Place one hand over the
other to receive the bread. Wine is available via intinction into a chalice with a small amount of wine, so
that fingers cannot come into contact with the wine. If you prefer, you may come forward instead for a
blessing by crossing your arms over your chest. Please let the clergy know if you need a
gluten-free host.
DEVOTIONAL MUSIC DURING COMMUNION
E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come
Audivi vocem de caelo veniente

Paul Manz (1919-2009)
Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)

Please stand as you are able.
SENDING FORTH EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Presider:
People:

In the name of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those
to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread, one cup.
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Please stand as you are able.
THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Presider: Let us pray.
Presider and People:
Eternal God, heavenly Father,
you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace,
and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you
with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please remain standing.
THE ADVENT BLESSING
May Christ the Sun of Righteousness shine upon you, scatter the darkness before your path, and
make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; and the blessing of God Almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.
Please stand as you are able.
CLOSING HYMN

St. Stephen

Hymnal #73
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THE DISMISSAL
Deacon:
People:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PLEASE LEAVE IN SILENCE.

Saturday, November 27
5:00pm Holy Eucharist [Church]
Sunday, November 28 ADVENT I
7:30am Holy Eucharist [Church]
9:00am Sunday School Pre-K through Grade 3 [St. Barbara]
9:15am Rosary Prayer Group [Facebook & YouTube]
10:00am Holy Eucharist [Church]
10:00am Online Worship [Facebook & YouTube]
Monday, November 29
9:00am Morning Prayer Online [Facebook]
5:30pm Evening Prayer Online [Facebook]
Tuesday, November 30
9:00am Morning Prayer Online [Facebook]
5:30pm Evening Prayer Online [Facebook]

Saturday 5pm
Sunday 7:30am
Sunday 10am
Dear All Saints’ Community,

Wednesday, December 1
9:00am Morning Prayer Online [Facebook]
9:00am Morning Prayer In-Person with Pastor Emilie
[Chapel]
Including anointing for healing after
5:30pm Evening Prayer Online [Facebook]
Thursday, December 2
8:00am Virtual Men’s Breakfast [Zoom]
9:00am Morning Prayer Online [Facebook]
5:30pm Evening Prayer Online [Facebook]
Friday, December 3
9:00am Morning Prayer Online [Facebook]
9:30am Virtual Women’s Breakfast [Zoom]

Saturday, December 4
5:00pm Holy Eucharist [Church]
Sunday, December 5 ADVENT II
7:30am Holy Eucharist [Church]
9:00am Sunday School Pre-K through Grade 3 [St. Barbara]
9:15am Rosary Prayer Group [Facebook & YouTube]
10:00am Holy Eucharist [Church]
10:00am Online Worship [Facebook & YouTube]

Our Latest COVID-19 Protocol
The clergy and staff of All Saints’, along with leadership
at the Diocese of Arizona, continue to monitor the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Your comfort, safety,
and health are most important. Mask wearing is still
strongly encouraged by the CDC for all persons,
whether they are fully vaccinated or not.

We thank the Search Committee for their amazing work
and presenting candidates who were extremely worthy of
On November 1st, All Saints Day, the Vestry identified a
consideration. The Vestry is grateful for your investment of
Candidate who we believed was the best fit for Rector of the time, energy, and discernment. God bless you and thank
All Saints’ Church and Day School Community. We did
you for all you do.
not, however, come to an agreement with the Candidate on
the terms of employment. After much prayer and deep
In closing, we are blessed to have the wonderful service of
discernment, the Vestry voted to reopen the search. The
Father Dan Burner, who has done an amazing job of
launch date of the new search is not yet set as members of
assimilating into the Rector role. Father Burner’s stable and
the Vestry Executive Committee will be meeting with the
engaged leadership provides us with the grace of additional
Search Committee to discuss, among other items, the search time to continue the methodical and thoughtful search for
and the readiness for a new search. The Diocese is also
our new Rector.
offering guidance regarding the timing of a new search. It is
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our intent that the Committees soon engage in discussion,
and we look forward to providing you with consistent and Blessings,
timely updates regarding the status of the search.
Dave English, Executive Committee and Vestry

Help us be a Community of Welcome!
As of Wed., Nov 10,
we have received

125 pledges
totaling
$374,088

Our renewed focus at this time is to get to know you better so we
can share in one another’s joys and be supportive through life’s
challenges. This isn’t a seasonal campaign for money, but an
on-going shared generosity to support a real family. Yes, it has
been a tough couple of years and we really need your support.
We hope you prayerfully consider this opportunity for giving and
return the pledge card you receive in the mail or find one at the
Welcome Table or Church Office. May God bless you as we
continue to build our Community of Welcome.

“The best way to find yourself
is to lose yourself in the service
of others.”
– Mahatma Gandhi

THE ALL SAINTS’ COMMUNITY OF WELCOME
Our Annual 3:30pm All Saints’ Christmas Pageant 2021!
It's the most wonderful time of the year!
Time for All Saints' Annual Christmas
Pageant! We will begin our preparations
next Sunday, Dec. 5. We need
participants ages 4-9 to be part of the
pageant. No reading or speaking is
 Acolytes 4th Grade and Above: “CLASP”
required. We need Mary, Joseph, angels,
3rd Sunday of the Month
shepherds, animals, kings, and a star. We
will begin costume fittings on Dec. 5 and
CLASP—Next gathering,
finish them on Dec. 12. Your child must
December 19 in St. Barbara
be present on at least one of those days in
order to participate. We will have rehearsals for the pageant on
Youth Confirmation 2022
Dec. 19 and at 2:00 p.m. on Dec. 24. We also need children and
Youth Confirmation preparation begins in January! If you are a
youth ages 10 and up to serve as narrators for the pageant, as well
student in grades 7-8 (or above), or if you know someone who is,
as participant helpers. Narrators and helpers must be able to be
it is not too early to sign up for Confirmation class! This year, the
youth Confirmation class will meet on Sunday mornings during the present on Dec. 19 and 24. We also need adults to help with the
9am education hour. As students prepare to make their own mature costume fittings and supervision during rehearsals.
commitment to their Christian faith and to the Episcopal Church, If you or your child are interested in being part of this very special
we will read and discuss the Gospel of Mark together, learn about
tradition, please email dtrueblood@pvschools.net and let me know.
the baptismal covenant and different practices of prayer, discuss with Happy Holidays!
All Saints' clergy and adult mentors how our faith influences our
daily lives and actions, and participate in service projects, both
NOTE: For all “Children, Youth and Family” activities (CYF) including Sunday
within the church and in the wider community. Students and their School, Youth Acolytes, and children, youth, and family events: all children, parents,
families are encouraged to attend the Eucharistic service after class
and instructors attending will be required to wear masks when indoors. Children,
on Sunday mornings. Students will be confirmed by Bishop Jennifer parents, and instructors who are ill should not attend Sunday School, CLASP, or any
not
Reddall at the diocesan confirmation service at Trinity Cathedral in service/event. If any participant has been exposed to COVID-19, and has15
received a negative test, he or she should not attend regardless of vaccination status
May, 2022. The registration fee is $100 (scholarships are available). and feeling well. All CYF participants must follow the direction of the instructors
For more information, or to sign up, contact Pastor Emilie Finn at regarding COVID-19 protocol. Examples of such direction may include washing/
sanitizing hands upon entering and leaving a classroom or field trip site, social
efinn@allsaintsoncentral.org.

 Sunday School
Pre-K-3rd Grade
Every Sunday 9am in St. Barbara

distancing, and no sharing of food or beverages.

Virtual Men’s Breakfast Weekly on Zoom
All men are invited every Thursday at 8am on Zoom.
BYOC (bring your own coffee)! Follow the link on
our website and follow the instructions on your
screen to join. Meeting ID:871 2079 2718 and
Password: 169888
Questions: contact Deacon Jim Bade at
jbade@allsaintsoncentral.org
Virtual Women’s Breakfast Weekly on Zoom
All women are invited every Friday at 9:30am on
Zoom. BYOC (bring your own coffee)! Follow the
link on our website and followthe instructions on
your screen to join. Meeting ID: 899 7988 3593
Passcode: 411001 Questions: contact Joyce Moderow
text: 602-957-3211 (preferred) / or email:
jamoderow@gmail.com
NEXT LIVE & IN-PERSON WOMEN’S
BREAKFASTS
Mark your calendar for the next gatherings at 9am.
Thursday, December 16: Daily Dose / Midtown
Please let Joyce Moderow know if you can join in so
there will be enough space. text: 602-957-3211
(preferred) / or email:
jamoderow@gmail.com

Maryland Garden Angel Gifts 2021
We have lots of neighbors at Maryland Gardens Care
Center who could use a gift or two this year to help
make their holiday a little brighter. Many of these
residents have little or no local families and spend the
holidays in the confines of the facility. Please take a
tag (and sign it out on the sign-out sheet near the
tree) beginning next Thursday November 25, and
bring back your gift, wrapped and tagged, by
December 13. This year, you will be given a tag
specifying a resident’s name, gender, and size. We are
asking for purchases of a sweat shirt & pants combo,
or a lounging outfit that is comfy, along with some
socks and anything fun you would like to add. Just
think “comfort and joy.” Your gifts will put smiles on
all the residents' faces.

If you or a family member are struggling with a short
term health crisis, are welcoming a new baby, or have
faced a serious loss, the Meals of Mercy feeding
ministry is here with a hot meal to give you the
strength to get through. If short term meals support
would be a blessing in your life, please contact
Deacon Patrice Taylor at 623-242-4692 or
palshatti@allsaintsoncentral.org. If you’d like
to join us in feeding the body of Christ here at
All Saints’ please contact Lois Francis at
lm.francis@hotmail.com or 602-214-0675.

A Reflection from
Fr. Tim Yanni
Thanksgiving Day is a favorite holiday
of many Americans. It is a day that is
celebrated across the country by people
of all faiths. While the history of the day
might not truly include the romanticized
story of “the first Thanksgiving” many of
us were taught as children, it is a special
day that puts a lot of us into the holiday spirit. Traditionally, it has been
seen as the official start of the Christmas shopping season and it often falls
a week or less before the first Sunday of Advent. Thanksgiving is celebrated
as a national holiday in various countries at different times. In the United
States, we observe Thanksgiving Day on the fourth Thursday of
November.

For many years, people who lived in the North American continent have
had a feast at the end of the growing season to give thanks to God for
bountiful crops during the spring, summer, and early fall. Before the days
of rapid long-haul shipping, the end of the growing season meant the end
of fresh produce for the year. The year’s harvest was gathered, and a
portion of it was enjoyed in a large feast. Thanksgiving is an important
piece of American culture, and Thanksgiving Day has been celebrated as a
national holiday off and on since the nation was founded. In the early days
of our country, the date of Thanksgiving Day (or even whether there
would be a Thanksgiving Day in a given year) was determined by
presidential proclamation. It wasn’t until 1863, in the midst of a Civil
War, that President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving as an
annual event. While the observance shifted back and forth between the
third and fourth Thursday in November over the years, the fourth
Thursday was finally secured by an act of Congress, signed into law by
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1942.
Today, Americans celebrate Thanksgiving with many varied traditions.
Often, the centerpiece of the celebration is a meal of abundance. Some
Thanksgiving tables feature regional cuisine like cornbread, seafood, or
macaroni and cheese, while others include potatoes, yams, and dinner rolls.
For the meat-eaters among us, a turkey is almost always at the center of the
feast. Many people run a 5-k on Thanksgiving morning, while others
watch a parade. Some families play a touch football game in the back yard,
while others watch a slate of NFL and college football games on TV or in
person. There really is no wrong way to celebrate, provided we do so with
thankful hearts.

We take time this Thanksgiving week to give thanks to God for all the
blessings that we have. We remain mindful of what we have and in turn,
we give of ourselves out of gratitude. For Christians, giving thanks is part
of our lives. The Greek word “eurcharistia” literally means “thankgiving.”
When we celebrate the Eucharist, we acknowledge that it is right to give
God thanks and praise. As we take time this week to give thanks by
helping at a food bank, enjoying a turkey, watching football, shopping, or
just relaxing, let us remember to be mindful of our blessings. As President
Lincoln wrote in October of 1863, “I do therefore invite my fellow citizens
in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those
who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe 16
the last
Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our
beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens.”

