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A Word from Pastor Miller ~  

Routine  
 

Routine is a not an uncommon expectation in churches.  Routine is predictable. Routine 
means little change.  2020 is the anti-thesis of “routine.”  I was supposed to be on my        
rescheduled Liberia trip simultaneous with the production schedule for this newsletter.  The 
rescheduling was a big hassle: the air carriers which the first cancellation generated credits 
with, are not flying the routes that they were in March.  It took days of phone calls.  Pastor 
Ghandour and the churches in Liberia invested hours and hours in constructing a new 
schedule.  My Visa will expire before our re-rescheduled trip date of February 2021.   
And yet, I am acutely aware that the inconveniences to me are quite trivial compared to: 

 Families separated by a wall at the entrance to a hospital or nursing home; 
 Couples with weddings indefinitely postponed; 
 Educators, parents, and students completely uncertain how (and where) this week or   
            next month might unfold; 
 Households economically upended by changing pandemic rules; 
 And much, much more! 

Our Call Committee was given a double task in the latter months of 2019: to find two new 
pastors for St. Paul’s in 2020.  Most of us reasonably presumed that those tasks would both 
be accomplished before Labor Day.  In reality, the supply of available pastors contracted 
dramatically once the pandemic took hold.  My perception, rooted in many conversations 
with pastors and denominational officials, is that most pastors who are serving somewhere 
are so engaged in keeping up with the absence of routine, that they have inadequate spiritual 
space and time to reflect about a new call.  Some of you know variants of the old saying: It 
is hard to remember that your objective was to clear the swamp, when you are up to your 
hips in alligators!   
Yet routine still exists.  God’s love for us: unchanged.  The promise of eternal life:         
unchanged.  The Apostles’ Creed: unchanged.  The Lord’s Prayer: unchanged.  Bible 
verses that we committed to memory long ago: unchanged.   
This crisis is wearing people down in many ways.  Don’t let Satan add your spiritual health 
to the casualty list of 2020.  Worship regularly: in-person, online, in your automobile, or via 
telephone.  Maintain (or start) patterns of daily time in scripture and prayer.  God is 
changeless. Cling to the gift of faith conferred in your baptism! 
 

Pastor Miller 



ST. PAUL’S HOMECOMING – SEPTEMBER 13TH 
 

A very special St. Paul’s Homecoming service is planned for Sunday, September 13th at 10:00 
a.m. in the picnic shelter. Some of the picnic tables will be removed to allow space for     
folding and lawn chairs. In addition, several tents will be set up adjacent to the shelter for     
additional seating, and the service will be broadcast on FM 104.5 for those who would prefer to 
listen from the comfort of their vehicle. 
 

Rather than the traditional covered dish lunch, following the service, St. Paul’s council will 
provide prepackaged muffins as well as coffee and soft drinks so that a time of refreshment and 
fellowship may be enjoyed. 
 

Our guest pastor will be Rev. Jim Kinsler, who served as intern here at St. Paul’s in 1979-80 
during Pastor Bost’s tenure. It was during his internship that Jim started St. Paul’s Puppet  
Ministry which continues today. After receiving his Master of Divinity degree from Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, SC, Jim and his wife Martha, a chemistry 
teacher, served First Lutheran Church, Parkersburg WV until 2008, following in the footsteps 
of his father, the Rev. David E. Kinsler who served First Lutheran from 1934 until 1942 when 
he became an Army chaplain. 
 

Since 2008 Jim has been pastor of Lutheran Church by the Lake in McCormick, SC.   
In addition to tending to the pastoral needs of 300 members, Jim has helped create some very 
popular programs  the Lakefront services in the summer, Camp Grand for the grandchildren of 
members in July and the Thanksgiving Day Turkey Trot.  His weekly Bible Studies are thought 
provoking and enthusiastically received. He serves on the Boards of Helping Hands and     
Habitat for Humanity and is on the National Day of Prayer Planning Committee along with 
other ecumenical programs in the community.  He also takes part in the Kairos Prison Ministry 
program and contributes a column of Devotions each month to the local newspaper, Shorelines.  
 

Jim & Martha are parents of three daughters and have four grandsons and one granddaughter 
who, to his and Martha’s delight, all live in South Carolina. 
 

Bringing special music again this year for homecoming will be son of St. Paul’s congregation, 
Mack Williams. Mack is a graduate of Appalachian State University, and a member of First 
Presbyterian Church, Danville, Virginia.  His many musical performances include the    
Greensboro Opera Company and providing the national anthem for the Danville Braves and 
Winston-Salem Dash baseball teams. 
 

By the time of homecoming it will have been six months since many of us have gathered     
together as a congregation. We hope that with all of the provisions being made to allow for 
maximum distancing, you will take advantage of this opportunity to rejoin as a congregation as 
we celebrate St. Paul’s 190th Homecoming together! 
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LABOR DAY & Church Office Hours 
 

  The church office will be closed on Monday, September 7 for Labor Day. 
   Council has approved allowing Pastor Miller and office staff flexibility with office hours to 
avoid overtime and to  accommodate duties that require attention early in the week.   
   As a result, the office will typically stay open a little later than 3:30 Monday-Thursday, but 
will close at noon on Fridays.  

SUNDAY WORSHIP – TIME CHANGE 
 

Effective August 30th, St. Paul’s will offer only one worship service at 10:00 a.m.,       
consolidating the two that have previously been held at 9 & 11. Both sides of the sanctuary 
will be utilized.  
To allow maximum distancing., every other row of pews will remain vacant. 
 

At this time, we do not anticipate the need to call the church office to reserve seating.  
The Worship & Music Committee and St. Paul’s council will continue to monitor local   
conditions and attendance trends, and make allowable or necessary adjustments in logistics 
and worship as appropriate. 

Council News 
Online Ordering Process 
 

   In response to a couple of errant or questionable charges that have been made to St. Paul’s 
credit card account, the Finance Committee has recommended and the council approved that 
all online orders, including from Amazon, utilizing the church account should be done only 
by Pamela Cottingham in the office. This will simplify the process our Treasurer, Louise Eller 
has to go through to rectify any future errant charges. We thank Louise for working with the 
credit card company to resolve the few questionable charges that have occurred in the past, 
none of which were incurred by anyone connected with the church. 
 
Council News 
Date for Annual Meeting Set 
 

   As required by the constitution to be in the month of November, St. Paul’s council has set 
the date of the annual congregational meeting as Sunday November 8th, 2020.  So that as 
many people as possible may participate in the meeting and election of council members,  
provisions will be made to allow listening on our FM channel and voting in your car, on the 
porch for those who choose to do so and if necessary in the fellowship hall.  



Council News 
Timeline for Nominations,  
and Budget Development Approval Set 
 

August through November are typically busy times for the congregation, when we develop 
our mission budget for the coming year and elect council members. Due to Covid19 related 
restrictions and gathering concerns, our usual all-chairperson and all-committee meetings 
will not be held. The Finance committee will distribute historical budget information and 
worksheets to each chairperson who in turn is asked to confer with their committee to set 
goals and determine budget needs to support those goals for the coming year. Recognizing 
the uncertainty resulting from the current virus situation, Finance recommends that 2021 be 
budgeted as if a normal year. 

Council News 
Special Council Nominations Process for This Year Due to Covid Restrictions 
 

The Nominating Committee has put forth a slate of candidates for congregation council, LCMC 
representatives and Nominating Committee (see separate article). Additional nominations are 
typically taken at a congregational meeting prior to the annual meeting. Due to Covid19 related 
restrictions and gathering concerns, additional nominations this year may be submitted in    
writing to the church office.  
 

To nominate someone, please have them complete a biographical information sheet 
(available from the church office) and return it to the church office before September 20th. 
Note that the person nominated must have agreed to serve, and the nomination is not complete 
until you    receive confirmation of receipt from the church office. Biographical information 
sheets of all nominees for council will be included in an all-household mailing that will go out 
the week of October 18th.  
Elections will take place during the annual congregational meeting on November 8th.  
 

The following persons are INELIGIBLE to be elected to the Congregation Council because of 
the constitutional requirement of being off the council for two years before serving again:  
Gina Barringer, Dana Bost, Jason Burnett, Tim Deal, Stan McConnell, Kenneth Whisnant, 
Alan Beaver, Susan Bernhardt, Lindsay Lowman, Jeff Powlas, and Carol Wilhelm.  
 

Members of this year’s Nominating Committee are not eligible for re-election.  
They are:  Alan Beaver, Susan Bernhardt, Johnny Lombard, Lindsay Lowman, Jeff Powlas and 
Carol Wilhelm.  
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Committees for 2021 
 

     Another organizational task to be accomplished annually is determining committee 
membership for the coming year. In consideration of the recent and current gathering      
restrictions that have limited our committee’s ability to meet, council has approved       
allowing those who are completing a three-year term on a committee, to serve an           
additional year.  
      As committee chairpersons confer with their committees during the process of 
budget development, this will be a point of discussion. We appreciate all those who 
dedicate their time and talents to serve on committees which work together to further 
our congregation’s ministry!  
 
 
From the Nominating Committee 
 
 

   St. Paul’s is fortunate to have many dedicated members willing to serve on the      
Congregation Council. The Nominating Committee puts forth the following persons as 
candidates.  
   Additional nominations may be made from the congregation until September 20th  
(see separate article). 
 

Nicole Amos  Crystal Bost  Heather Canup  
John Canup  Christine Maloney Spencer Newsome  
Mita Powlas  Terri Powlas  Delores Stanley 
 
Nominees for LCMC Representatives are George and Gina Barringer. 
 
   The six persons going off the council this year, according to the constitution are     
automatically nominated to serve on the Nominating Committee next year. Additional 
nominations may be made from the congregation until September 20th (see separate   
article). Those six persons are:  
 

Gina Barringer Dana Bost  Jason Burnett 
Tim Deal  Stan McConnell Kenneth Whisnant 



Timeline for budget development; nominations; congregational meetings, etc. 
Approved by council August 9, 2020 
 

Italics= timeline laid out by Finance Committee 
Non-italics = Additional to work around uncertain Covid19 limitations/restrictions 
 
Weeks of August 16 & 23 - Receive comments in person, online/email regarding the 2021 

budget  

(Finance suggests budgeting for 2021 as a normal year) 

August 16 - Nominating Committee meets to discuss additional council nominations;   
also, nominations for LCMC representatives 

August 17 – September newsletter deadline – to include the list of nominations from the 
Nominating Committee, along with an article stating that in lieu of a congregational  
meeting for that purpose, additional nominations may be made until September 20 by  
submitting the nominee’s completed biographical form to the church office.  

By August 30 – Budget planning worksheets to committee chairpersons  

September 10 – Completed worksheets suggesting 2021 budget needs due to Finance 
Committee  

September 13 - Finance Committee meets with committee chairpersons  
  (members optional) 
September 20 - Council meets to develop the 2021 budget  

September 21 - Send biographical sheets to all council nominees 

October 11 – Completed bio sheets due back to the office so they can be included in       
all-household mailing 

Week of October 18 – all-household mailings prior to November annual meeting;        
Includes budget, nominee bios, announcement of congregational meeting; possibly       
estimate of giving cards and time & talent sheets 

October 25, November 1 - Finance & council reps available after service to answer  
questions about the proposed 2021 budget 

November 8 - Annual congregational meeting to include election of six council members, 
six Nominating Committee members and two LCMC representatives 

November 15 – New council members installed 

December 13 – Council meeting includes outgoing and incoming council members;  
election of officers for 2021, committee appointments 
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Streaming Capabilities to be Improved! 
 

   Since onset of the Covid related gathering restrictions and associated health concerns 
we have offered our services live and recorded online, and by telephone for those who 
don’t have internet access. The online access has allowed many more people to enjoy our 
services anytime, regardless of where in the world they are located. Seth, and especially 
Matt Holland have invested untold hours editing and posting our services to make that 
possible. We can’t thank them enough! 
 

   Realizing that online access will likely be an ongoing practice even if/when gathering    
restrictions are no longer needed, St. Paul’s council appointed a committee to study how 
our streamed and recorded services may be enhanced to make them more enjoyable, with 
greater reach and with less need for post-processing. The committee members are: Matt 
Holland, Seth Holland, John Canup, Pastor Miller, Steve Stringer and Vaughn Wilhelm. 
They have made recommendations that council accepted at its August meeting for an 
investment of equipment to accomplish our goals. That equipment includes two remotely 
controlled  cameras, a recorder, computer and associated hardware and software.   
   Purchase of the equipment and our enhanced streaming capabilities are being made        
possible from the Howard and Ruth Bernhardt memorials, by their family; and by our      
members who designate St. Paul’s as recipient of their Thrivent Choice Dollars. Thank 
you to our Thrivent members, and especially to the Bernhardt family for making it     
possible to improve and increase the reach of our ministry in this way! 

Stephen Minister Leader’s Training Opportunities 
 

      Jan McCanless has begun the online training, which  consists 
of ten weekly meetings to become one of our Stephen Minister 
leaders.  
   We would like to add at least one or two others to complete 
Leader’s training and then work with Jan to implement the 
Stephen Ministry program in our congregation. Please contact 
the church office if you would like to be considered. 



BINNS-COUNTS TOY COLLECTION... 
 

  The answer is YES! We WILL make a 
toy run to the Binns-Counts Community 
Center on November 28th – 29th. The 
church Women are collecting gifts during 
the month of SEPTEMBER. Please drop 
off your donations at the Canup home at 
1708 Old Concord Road. You may leave 
them on the back porch. The door sticks, 
but it is never locked! We will also accept 
$10 or $20 gift certificates to Walmart, the 
closest large store near the area. Please 
make sure to indicate the amount on the 
card.  Teenagers love gift certificates.  
 
 

  If you would like to accompany us on the 
trip, please call John or Carolyn Canup. 
Helpers are always appreciated. 
 
 

  Thank you for your continuing support of 
the Binns-Counts community. 

ROWAN GOD MOVE 
 

   The organization, Rowan God Move, has 
asked local churches to adopt a Rowan 
County school to pray for during the year. 
Our job is to pray daily for the school, it’s 
children, their families and for the teachers. 
Since St. Paul’s has a history of helping 
Koontz Elementary School, we have agreed 
to adopt that school. Because of COVID-19, 
times are strange for all of us, but especially 
for the children who are often isolated, some 
in very bad circumstances. Koontz has many 
children who live in poverty. 
 

   As many of us are staying mostly at home 
these days, we wonder how we can continue 
to help others. God is presenting us with a 
way to intervene in this crisis, and we should 
take it. We know that prayer is powerful 
when we pray in the name of Jesus. Imagine 
how mighty it will be with an entire congre-
gation praying in one accord. Let’s humble 
ourselves before God and make a difference 
for Koontz Elementary School. 

DO YOU KNOW ANYONE READY TO START  
COMMUNION CLASS? 
 

   It is time to start Confirmation classes for the new school year.   
Confirmation at St. Paul's is taught over two years: one focused on Bible 
literacy and the other focused on catechesis.  
   We will begin with a study of the Apostle's Creed done at home with 
parental supervision. Students will also begin completing sermon notes 

twice per month.  If you are ready to start (or continue) your confirmation instruction, please 
contact the church office to arrange pickup of materials. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Brad Miller 
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AUGUST 10th BLOOD DRIVE 
    Blood Drive Results:  

Thanks to all who came to donate at our August Blood Drive! Forty-seven persons registered 
to donate, eight were deferred, three gave ‘doubles’, therefore we ended up with a total of 42 
units of blood.  That means that up to 126 persons can be helped by blood collected at this 
single drive.  

Although 10 scheduled donors did not register, the church was fortunate to have 8 persons 
come to donate that were not scheduled. Fourteen regular donors (persons who give at least 
two times per year) were not able to come to the August drive. Eight of the ten new donors 
from the May drive did not come back because they were back at work. The church is       
fortunate to have so many coming from the community. Nearly half of the donors—twenty-
one of the forty-seven who registered to donate, were not members of our church. If you are 
not a donor, please consider helping our church meet its goal at future drives. Nine of our 
regular donors can no longer give because of medical issues, so hopefully they can be       
replaced by new donors.  Our church has the best drive for OneBlood of any drive held in 
Rowan County. 

Donors deserve the biggest thank you, but volunteers make the drive a success also.  Ben 
and Perry Bernhardt handle signs at the ends of St. Paul’s church Road; Wayne Taylor 
places the information on our church sign; the ‘Property Brothers’ get the fellowship hall in 
order; and of course, Helen Gordon was willing to sit out in the hot weather with me to make 
more room in the fellowship hall for donors.   Other volunteers help during normal drives 
when more than   10-12 persons (including staff) are allowed in the fellowship hall. 

   The last drive of the year will be on Monday, November 9th.  Time will be announced later 
and depends on the status of the pandemic and requirements from the governor. 
 

Alice Davis 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Men ~  
 

   The Annual Fish Fry, normally held in 
September, has been cancelled for this 
year.    
   The men are scheduled to meet Thursday, 
September  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Women ~  
 

   September circle meetings and any other 
events/activities are cancelled again this 
month due to the pandemic.   
   Libby Bingham will email the chairpersons 
of each group with any updates or news . 



   In memory of Bonnie Bost, gifts were     
received for the Helping Hands Fund from: 
 

Jerry and Linda Beaver 
Harold and Dot Goodman 
Dottie Stancil 

 
   A gift for the Capital Building Fund in 
memory of Rev. Floyd and Bonnie Bost was 
received from: 
 

Judy Bernhardt 
 

A gift was received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Genine Hopkins Miller, 
from: 
 

Tim and Karen Deal 
 

A gift was received for the General Fund in 
memory of Genine Hopkins Miller, from: 
 

Dana and Crystal Bost 
 

Gifts were received for the Helping Hands 
Fund in memory of Genine Hopkins Miller, 
from: 
 

Jerry and Linda Beaver 
Myra Jane and Terry Eller 

   In memory of Bonnie Bost, for the Capital 
Building Fund, gifts were received from ~ 
 

Donald and Judith Austin 
Paul, Nancy, and Genevieve Baker 
Dennis and Sylvia Barger 
Bill and Linda Behrendt 
Bonnie Bernhardt 
Cheryl Bernhardt 
Dana and Crystal Bost 
Rev. Gene and Myra Bost 
David and Carole Chilson 
Sandy Corley 
Jimmie and Jean Deal 
Grady and Jenny Earnhardt 
Myra Jane and Terry Eller 
Patsy Everhart 
Rick and Teresa Foster 
Gary Gaskey 
Charles and Linda Hess 
The Highley Family 
Brenda Julian 
Rev. Jim and Martha Kinsler 
Lindsay and Judy Lowman 
Alan and Donna Lyerly  
Vaughn and Linda Lyerly 
Christine Maloney 
Irene Miller 
Wanda Mills 
Betty Monroe 
Edward and Betty Niedens 
Craig and Marnita Parks 
Ted and Shirley Peeler 
Shirlene Potts and Brian Potts 
Edna Register 
Laurence and Christy Sells 
Lottie Simpson 
South Salisbury Fire Department 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Men 
Delores Stanley 
Kenneth, Bethany Whisnant & Lauren &Lindsey 
Lindsey Whisnant 
Co-workers of grandson William Carpenter 
The Citizens Bank (Morehead KY) 
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Gifts were received for the Helping Hands 
Fund in memory of Nuel Sink, from: 
 

Lindsay and Judy Lowman 
 

Gifts were received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Nuel Sink, from: 
 

Ben and Susan Bernhardt 
John and Carolyn Canup 
Alice Davis 
Tim and Karen Deal 
Helen Gordon 
Frank and Cindy Hinson 
Wayne and Bonnie Hinson 
Kay Moody 
Wayne and Johnsie Taylor 
Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm 

 

A gift was received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Dico Wilhelm from: 
 

Edward and Betty Niedens 

Thank You ~  
 

   We want to thank everyone for your kind expressions of love and sympathy following the 
passing of our dear Mom, Bonnie Bost, on July 19th. Your calls, cards, visits, memorial 
gifts, and food are sincerely appreciated, more than you can ever know.  We are blessed to 
be a part of such a loving and caring church family.  While we miss her, we rejoice in 
knowing that Mom and Dad are reunited in the presence of our Lord and Savior. 
 

  Karen, Wanda, Dana, and all of our families 

   Our love and sympathy goes to the family 
of Genine Miller who died on Friday,    
August 7. Genine was the daughter of   
Martha Hopkins and the mother of Jillian 
Gunter.  

   Our love and sympathy goes to Crystal 
Bost and family on the death of Crystal  
father, Nuel Sink.   
   Mr. Sink died Wednesday, August 19.  

A gift for the Improvement Fund to honor 
Paul Canup and Wilbur Canup  was given 
by: 
 

Paul, Nancy and Genevieve Baker 
 

A gift was received for the St. Paul’s Altar 
Guild to honor Becky Lyerly from: 
Paul, Nancy and Genevieve Baker 



Tim Deal, Council President 
 

Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Troop  
Coordinator- (704) 279-7984 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Dr. Brad Miller, Interim Pastor 
brad.churchtech@gmail.com 
 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary 
splchurch@att.net 
 

 

Louise Eller, Treasurer 
leller6@gmail.com 
 

Steve Stringer,  
Music Director/Organist 
stevestringermusic@gmail.com  

 OUR MISSION:  
A family of faith sharing the  

gospel  and love of Christ. 

Phone: 704-633-0922~ Fax: 704-636-1300 
Email: splchurch@att.net 
Website: www.splcweb.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Congregations  

in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

OFFICE HOURS:  
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  
Monday-Thursday 

Friday 8:30 a.m.—12 Noon 

INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR  JULY 2020 
 

JULY Income: $32,216   Expenses:$40,722 
 

Expenses over Income for JULY: ($8,506) 
Year-to-date: ($6,758) Expenses over Income 

 

August income/expenses will be in the 
October Newsletter. 

Capital Building Fund   
As of July 31st:  

$135,217 
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A Note About Our Newsletter 
 

Our St. Paul’s newsletter, the Monthly Epistle is intended to keep everyone informed about 
happenings within the congregation that effect and contribute to our ministry together. In 
order to maximize reach and minimize cost, the preferred methods of distribution are by 
email, and posting on our St. Paul’s website (www.splcweb.org) where current and recent 
editions are always available. All members are encouraged to use the newsletter as a        
resource to help you consider how God is calling you to be involved in the life of His 
church. 
 

If you are unable to access the newsletter online, or would just like to have a printed copy to 
refer to, the most cost-effective way to receive it is to pick up a copy from the church office 
or in the narthex where they are made available after each publication. We mail copies to 
those members who we know don’t have online access, are shut-in, or live out of town. If 
you require a copy to be mailed to you, and are not already receiving it, please contact the 
church office. 


