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A Word from the Pastor  
 

 Very soon, the elections will be upon us. Not soon enough, the election advertisements will be 
over!  I wish to prevail upon you to share some important advice about the upcoming          
elections.  No, I will not suggest for whom you should vote.  What I will beg you to consider is 
what you say (or post or share) about those whom you may consider your political foe.  Here is 
some of what Martin Luther wrote in the Large Catechism regarding the 8th Commandment: 
 

… this commandment forbids all sins of the tongue whereby we may injure or approach too 
closely to our neighbor. For to bear false witness is nothing else than a work of the tongue. 
Now, whatever is done with the tongue against a fellow-man God would have prohibited, 
whether it be false preachers with their doctrine and blasphemy, false judges and witnesses 
with their verdict, or outside of court by lying and evil-speaking.  Here belongs particularly 
the detestable, shameful vice of speaking behind a person's back and slandering, to which the 
devil spurs us on, and of which there would be much to be said. For it is a common evil plague 
that everyone prefers hearing evil to hearing good of his neighbor; and although we ourselves 
are so bad that we cannot suffer that any one should say anything bad about us, but everyone 
would much rather that all the world should speak of him in terms of gold, yet we cannot bear 
that the best is spoken about others. 
Therefore, to avoid this vice we should note that no one is allowed publicly to judge and      
reprove his neighbor, although he may see him sin, unless he have a command to judge and to 
reprove.  For there is a great difference between these two things, judging sin and   knowing 
sin. You may indeed know it, but you are not to judge it. I can indeed see and hear that my 
neighbor sins, but I have no command to report it to others. Now, if I rush in, judging and 
passing sentence, I fall into a sin which is greater than his. But if you know it, do nothing else 
than turn your ears into a grave and cover it, until you are appointed to be judge and to punish 
by virtue of your office. 
 Please be civically engaged in the weeks to come.  Please also avoid the temptation to sin by 
repeating slander which you have no personal knowledge of. Luther (preceding modern libel & 
slander laws) makes a narrow exception for public figures – of whom we have some first-
hand knowledge. But, uninformed slander remains a sin which we should avoid and          
confess.  Reposting a third-hand account that you can not personally verify is just gossiping - 
and that is just wrong!  
 Peace be with you, 

Pastor Miller 



Notification of St. Paul’s Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, November 8, 2020 

 
 

   The Annual Meeting of the congregation of St. Paul’s Lutheran church will be held in the 
sanctuary on Sunday November 8th, 2020 beginning at 10:00 a.m. The agenda will include 
adoption of the proposed 2021 Mission Budget, election of six council members, election of 
LCMC representatives for 2021, election of Nominating Committee, and any other business 
brought forward. 
 

   Due to current gathering guidelines and restrictions, the following special accommodations 
will apply: 
 

 Our current distancing provisions will be maintained in the sanctuary. 
 

 If seating capacity is reached in the sanctuary, additional seating will be available in 
the fellowship hall where audio of the meeting will be made available 

 

 An usher will be available in the fellowship hall if anyone is seated there, to          
distribute and collect ballots, and to notify the presiding officer should someone 
seated in the fellowship hall wish to speak on business being considered 

 

 The meeting will be broadcast on our FM channel 104.5 for anyone who would like 
to remain in your car, on the premises 

 

 Those choosing to remain in their car should park in the front parking lot and register 
with the usher on the front porch to make sure a ballot for voting may be made     
available to you 

 

 Anyone in the parking lot wishing to speak on business being considered will need to   
notify an usher who will notify the presiding officer 

 

 Anyone attending in the park lot or fellowship hall who wishes to speak will come to 
the microphone provided in the narthex or at the front of the sanctuary 

 

 In order to maintain distancing at the microphones, Ushers will coordinate should 
more than one person wish to speak  

 
 

 Per St. Paul’s Constitution:  
 Voting by proxy or absentee ballot is not permitted 
 Voting members are confirmed members who have communed of record at 

least once and made a contribution of record during the preceding 12 month 
period.   

 For the purpose of establishing a quorum (20% of the voting members) all 
those eligible to vote and in the sanctuary, nursery, parking lot or fellowship 
hall will be counted 

continued 
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   Continued from page 2 
 

   The following persons are nominated for election to Congregation Council. Of these, six 
are to be elected: 
 

 Nicole Amos  Crystal Bost  Heather Canup  
 John Canup  Christine Maloney Spencer Newsome  
 Mita Powlas  Terri Powlas  Delores Stanley 
 
    The six persons going off the council this year, according to the constitution, are        
automatically nominated to serve on the Nominating Committee next year. There being no     
additional nominations received during the nomination time ending September 20th, the   
following will be elected by acclamation:  
 

  Gina Barringer Dana Bost  Jason Burnett 
 Tim Deal  Stan McConnell Kenneth Whisnant 
 
  George and Gina Barringer were nominated by the nominating committee to serve as 
LCMC representatives next year. There being no additional nominations received during the 
nomination time ending September 20th, they will be elected by acclamation.  

Reminder to all council nominees: your bio sheets and a picture are due to the church 
office by October 11th (sooner if possible).  These will be included in a pamphlet for our 
the congregation so they will be more familiar with the nominees. 

HOLY COMMUNION IN OCTOBER 
 

Communion will be offered on Sunday, October 11, from 2 p.m.—5 p.m.   
Appointments will be scheduled by 10-minute intervals—please call the 
church office at 704-633-0922.   
 

We will need to know: 
 How many in your group should we prepare for? 
 Will you come inside or do you need to be communed in your vehicle? 
 Solo Individuals: Are you willing to commune with someone else? If so, we 

will put you in a time slot with another person (distanced, of course).  
 

Please do not come inside early—we ask that you wait until your scheduled 
time to enter the church to allow the group ahead of you time to commune 
and exit.   



Council News 
2021 Committee Terms Extended 

 
As reported in last month’s Epistle, due to COVID19 gathering concerns, and limited        
opportunities this year for committees to meet, St. Paul’s council has asked those persons 
whose terms on committees expire this year to serve an additional year.  
 

Realizing that this approach would result in six people coming off and needing to be         
replaced next year, council is now asking all current committee members to extend 
their term by one year.  
 

The willingness of committee members to serve in order to carry out our congregation’s  
ministry is greatly appreciated, and characterizes our congregation. Thank you to all 
those who will remain for an additional year as we navigate our way through the unusual 
situation presented by the Covid virus! 

Council News 
 

Due to Covid19 restrictions and gathering 
concerns, our usual ‘All-Chairperson’ and 
‘All-Committee’ meetings will not be held 
this year. 

Jan McCanless Completes Stephen Ministry Leader Training 
 

    For the past ten weeks Jan McCanless has met weekly online with a group from around 
the country to complete Stephen Ministry Leader’s Training. That training culminated 
on September 21st with a graduation and commissioning ceremony.   
 

   Stephen Ministry Leaders train Stephen Ministers in their congregations to bring 
Christ’s love and care to others.  
 

   “This training was a great experience. The instructors presented the material in a way 
that was not only informational, but enjoyable as our group worked together to practice 
new ministry skills”, Jan reports. She continues “I am so excited to see Stephen Ministry 
started at St. Paul’s!”      

   Soon, we will begin to identify and train our individual Stephen Ministers. Please 
prayerfully consider that God may be calling you to serve. 
 

  Congratulations Jan, and thank you for serving as our first Stephen Ministry Leader!  
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Council  Members— 
 

   The next meeting of the Church Council is 
October 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  
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Timeline for budget development; nominations; congregational meetings, etc. 
Approved by council August 9, 2020 
 

Italics= timeline laid out by Finance Committee 
Non-italics = Additional to work around uncertain Covid19 limitations/restrictions 
 
Weeks of August 16 & 23 - Receive comments in person, online/email regarding the 2021 

budget  

(Finance suggests budgeting for 2021 as a normal year) 

August 16 - Nominating Committee meets to discuss additional council nominations;   
also, nominations for LCMC representatives 

August 17 – September newsletter deadline – to include the list of nominations from the 
Nominating Committee, along with an article stating that in lieu of a congregational  
meeting for that purpose, additional nominations may be made until September 20 by  
submitting the nominee’s completed biographical form to the church office.  

By August 30 – Budget planning worksheets to committee chairpersons  

September 10 – Completed worksheets suggesting 2021 budget needs due to Finance 
Committee  

September 13 - Finance Committee meets with committee chairpersons  
  (members optional) 
September 20 - Council meets to develop the 2021 budget  

September 21 - Send biographical sheets to all council nominees 
 

October 11 – Completed bio sheets due back to the office so they can be included in       
all-household mailing (sooner, if at all possible). 

Week of October 18 – all-household mailings prior to November annual meeting;        
Includes budget, nominee bios, announcement of congregational meeting; possibly       
estimate of giving cards and time & talent sheets 

October 25, November 1 - Finance & council reps available after service to answer  
questions about the proposed 2021 budget 

November 8 - Annual congregational meeting to include election of six council members, 
six Nominating Committee members and two LCMC representatives 

November 15 – New council members installed 

December 13 – Council meeting includes outgoing and incoming council members;  
election of officers for 2021, committee appointments 



Rowan Helping Ministries 
 

RHM is still in need of donations. Items on 
their list of needs include: 
 

Ketchup—Mayonnaise—Soups 
Cooking Oil—Canned Meat 
Canned Vegetables—Pillows      

Wash Cloths—Travel Size Shampoo 
 

St. Paul’s volunteers delivered 47 lbs. to 
RHM at the end of August! Thank you for 
your continued support for those in need. 

   St. Paul’s Lutheran Men are 
scheduled to meet on Thursday, October 
8th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

   OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
COLLECTION FOR BINNS-COUNTS 

 

   The Outreach Committee will collect 
clothing and household items for the Binns-
Counts Community Center during October. 
Gently used items will be greatly appreciated 
and will be a blessing to many.  
   You may leave your donations on the back 
porch of the Canup residence at 1708 Old 
Concord Rd. Thank you for your continuing 
support of this ministry! 

YOUTH EVENTS PLANNED  
 

Grade School Youth Camp Out Sponsored by the Youth and Family Committee 
     October 2nd  6:00 pm to October 3rd 9:00am—All grade school children are invited to 
attend a campout here on the church property.  We will be tent camping, having a devotion, 
roasting hotdogs and enjoying each others company. We do request that one parent stay 
with their child.  If you have any questions or would need a tent for the event please contact 
Amy Barringer (704)633-6368. 
 

Middle and High School Youth event—Blockwork Salisbury 
     October 24, 2020—The youth will meet at church on October 24th at 6:15 am.  We will 
leave to go to the Blockwork location to assist Josh Canup.   This will be a community     
service event.  All youth interested in going will need to fill out a volunteer application by 
October 16th.  Contact Amy Barringer (704)633-6368 if you are interested in participating. 
 

Family Movie Night Sponsored by the Youth and Family Committee 
     November 20th 7:00pm—We will be watching The Chosen.  It is a TV Series that is 
based on  the life of Jesus Christ.  All youth and families are welcome to attend. Weather 
permitting we will be outside for this event. 
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  St. Paul’s Lutheran Women  
 

   The Executive and Quarterly meetings of 
the Lutheran Women, originally scheduled 
for October 4th, have been cancelled. 
 

  The circles will not meet, but cards for the 
homebound will still need to go out.  The 
KATHY KETCHIE CIRCLE has the homebound 
cards for October.   



ROWAN GOD MOVE 
 

   The organization, Rowan God Move, has asked local churches to adopt a Rowan County 
school to pray for during the year. Our job is to pray daily for the school, it’s children, their 
families and for the teachers. Since St. Paul’s has a history of helping Koontz Elementary 
School, we have agreed to adopt that school. Because of COVID-19, times are strange for all 
of us, but especially for the children who are often isolated, some in very bad circumstances. 
Koontz has many children who live in poverty. 
 

   As many of us are staying mostly at home these days, we wonder how we can continue to 
help others. God is presenting us with a way to intervene in this crisis, and we should take it. 
We know that prayer is powerful when we pray in the name of Jesus. Imagine how mighty it 
will be with an entire congregation praying in one accord. Let’s humble ourselves before 
God and make a difference for Koontz Elementary School. 
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   MISSION STATEMENT: Moms in Prayer International 
impacts children and schools worldwide for Christ by 
gathering mothers (grandmothers, interested women) to 
pray.  
 

    VISION STATEMENT: Our vision is that every school in 
the world would be covered with prayer. 
 

   As Jesus intercedes for us, we can intercede with prayer for the needs of our children. 
 

   Moms in Prayer is a powerful way for moms to pray in one accord and intercede for 
their schoolchildren, the school, its administrators and faculty.  
 

   Meeting together, moms pray one hour using four steps of prayer: Praise, Confession, 
Thanksgiving and Intersession. It is a structured prayer time that relies on Scripture as 
guidance.  
 

   We invite the women of St. Paul’s to join together in this powerful ministry.  Please 
contact Carolyn Canup at ccc02@triad.rr.com or 336-924-4853 if you are interested in 
being a part of this prayer ministry.   
    

    We will determine a start date once we have an idea of how much interest there is. 
 
“I believe the ministry of prayer is the highest calling a Christian can have.”  
 Fern Nichols, Founder  
 
See more information at https://momsinprayer.org  



Dear ---LCMC Pastors and Congregations:  
    

   On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am delighted to announce that we have finished the 
search process and have asked Mike Bradley to serve as the next Service Coordinator for 
LCMC. We are grateful for all the candidates who worked with us through this process and 
for those who have been praying for the Board during this search process. We feel confident 
that God led us through this process and are so excited to work with Mike as he begins in 
this role on August 1, 2020: 
 

  We hope to have many opportunities for the association to get to know Mike Bradley, but 
wanted to share some of his bio here:  
 

   Mike brings 40 plus years of leadership and ministry experience, having served in         
Lutheran congregations in Nebraska (Christ Lutheran Church) and South Dakota (Trinity 
Lutheran Church) as a youth pastor, worship leader, associate pastor, and senior pastor. He 
also served as President for The Master’s Institute Seminary for ten years and most recently, 
as Director for the Alliance of Renewal Churches (ARC). Mike is passionate about helping 
leaders and congregations create an atmosphere that is a safe place for developing healthy 
leaders and  disciples in the church, and equipping God’s people for lives of effective      
witness and ministry in the world.  He is the author of the book, “Being a Safe Place for the 
Dangerous Kind”, in which he articulates the essential connection between solid theology 
and healthy practice in mission and ministry.  
 

   Mike enjoys sports of all kinds, having served as a high school basketball and baseball 
coach while serving Trinity Lutheran Church in Rapid City, South Dakota. He and his wife 
of forty-two years, Debi, enjoy reading, hiking, and swimming, and Mike enjoys the           
occasional golf  outing. They have five adult children – Andrew Michael, Joseph Ross,     
Rachel Christine, Stephen Daniel and Benjamin John, and three grandsons – Michael, 
Isaac, and Lucas. Mike and Debi live in Gilbert, Arizona with their three-year old white 
Labrador, Maggie Mae.  
   

  Again, we are so excited to have Mike begin his ministry with LCMC. Please be in prayer 
for the association, our staff, and the Board as we begin this next chapter, together. 
  
God’s peace to you, 
 

Brodie Taphorn 
LCMC Board of Trustees, Chair  
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By Mike Bradley, LCMC Service Coordinator 
 
 

   Remember the mission. Three words that you will hear me say often as I begin my tenure as 
Service Coordinator for LCMC. There are certain things about who we are, what we do, and 
what we believe as Christians that must never change. They remain true in every era, country, 
community, and congregation for all time. The mission God has given us is one of those 
things. 
 

   Our Lord Jesus articulates the mission in Matthew 28, telling us to go into the world to 
make disciples. That was the mission for the first disciples and churches, and it remains the 
mission for us today. Remembering the mission will inform the decisions we make as an    
association moving forward and will shape what we do and how we do it in the time and 
place in which we live. It is important that we remind one another of just what our mission is.    
History teaches that it is far too easy for leaders to become distracted from focusing on God’s 
priorities by focusing more on religious activities that do not help us remain focused (see the 
Pharisees). 
 

   One way to articulate the job God has given us to do is this: Our mission is to develop 
healthy leaders and disciples in the Church (see Colossians 1:28) and equip God’s people for 
lives of effective witness and mission in the world today (see Ephesians 2:8-10; 4:11-12). 
These will be things that we will prayerfully and strategically develop more in the days ahead 
in LCMC.  We will be asking the Lord to show us how we can work together as leaders,   
congregations, districts, and fellowship groups in developing healthy leaders and disciples, 
particularly next generation leaders. And we will seek His guidance in how we can network 
and resource one another in equipping God’s people for the work of ministry He has prepared 
for them so that we can experience a robust practice of the Priesthood of all Believers. 
            
   All of this will only be possible, of course, as we experience the empowering presence of 
the Holy Spirit at work in us and through us. The Holy Spirit made a difference in the life of 
Jesus. He made a difference in the lives of those first disciples. And He still wants to make a 
difference in our lives today. The mission remains the same, but in order to more effectively 
accomplish the mission, some of the ways we carry it out will need to be adapted and Holy 
Spirit-led risks will need to be taken. 
            
   Let us remind one another as often as we need to sisters and brothers of the mission God has 
given us because one thing that is most certainly true is this: The mission remains the same. 
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A gift was received for the General Fund in 
memory of Genine Hopkins Miller, from: 

 Wayne and Johnsie Taylor 
 

Gifts were received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Genine Hopkins Miller, 
from: 

Ben and Susan Bernhardt 
Grady and Jenny Earnhardt 
D.W. and Judi Honbarger  

 
Gifts were received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Mitchell Upright from: 
 Ben and Susan Bernhardt 
 Dana and Crystal Bost 
 Sarah Goodman 
 D.W. and Judi Honbarger 
 Tony & Jeanne Shaver 
 Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm 
 

A gift was received for the General Fund in 
memory of Mitchell Upright from: 
 Kay Moody 
 Wayne and Johnsie Taylor 
 
A gift was received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Brenda Welch from: 
 Ben and Susan Bernhardt 

Memorial Gifts ~   
 

A gift was received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Myra Beattie from: 
 Shirlene Potts and Brian Potts 
 
A gift was received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Floyd and Bonnie Bost, 
from: 
 James and Mary Lee Earnhardt 
 

A gift was received for the Capital Building 
Fund in memory of Bonnie E. Bost, from: 
 Rowan County Extension Club 
 

Gifts for the Capital Building Fund in memory 
of Nuel Sink were given by: 
 Mike Albright 

Travis and Cindy Alligood 
 Sybil Athey 
 Dana and Crystal Bost 
 Ann Brown 
 Grady and Jenny Earnhardt 
 Gary Gaskey 
 Sarah Goodman 
 D.W. and Judi Honbarger 

Alan and Donna Lyerly  
 Bob and Jan McCanless 
 Jeff and Linda Miller 
 Shirlene Potts and Brian Potts 
 Tony and Jeanne Shaver 
 Lottie Simpson 
 Delores Stanley 
 Kenneth, Bethany, Lauren  

& Lindsey Whisnant 
 Sue Young 
 

A gift was received for the Helping Hands 
Fund in memory of Nuel Sink from: 

Harold and Dot Goodman 

   St. Paul’s extends our love and sympathy 
to the families of Nicole Amos and Kimberly 
Pepper and their brother Jeremy, on the 
death of their father, Mitchell Upright, who 
died September 7th. 

10 



INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR  AUGUST 2020 
 

Income: $30,420  Expenses:$21,124 
 

Income over Expenses for AUGUST: $9,296  
Year-to-date:  Income over Expense: $2,537 

 

September income/expenses will be in the 
November Newsletter. 

Capital Building Fund   
 

As of August 31st:  $139,316  

   Gifts were received for Rowan Helping 
Ministries Fund in honor of the Property 
Committee and in honor of the Lutheran 
Men at St. Paul’s from: 
 Bob and Jan McCanless 

Thank You Notes… 
 

 

     I would like to thank all those who sent cards and called during my recent knee    
surgery. They made my days brighter. May God bless all.     

Kathy Wilhelm 
 

     Thank you to everyone for cards and letters sent during my recent  hospitalization.  
Having a heart attack just after losing my daughter Genine has been terribly difficult.  
   Thank you to my church family for your prayers. 
 

Martha Hopkins  
 
     Thank you so much to everyone who reached out during the recent passing of my 
dad, Nuel Sink.  All of the cards, calls, and gifts mean more than you can know. 
 

In Christ, 
Crystal Bost 

   We welcome through Holy Baptism,    
Rylee Elizabeth Deal, daughter of Jeffrey 
and Diana Deal, and granddaughter of Tim 
and Karen Deal.  Rylee was baptized at St. 
Paul’s September 12, 2020 by Pastor Jim 
Kinsler. 

2021 Offering Envelopes 
 

   If you wish to change the frequency of     
your offering (ex: weekly to monthly), OR if 
you wish to switch from paper envelopes to 
online giving, please contact the office before 
mid-December so that can be set up in our 
data base for next year. 
   Thank you to everyone who continues to 
give. Maintenance of the building and 
grounds, in addition to our other expenses 
continues even during a pandemic .  



Tim Deal, Council President 
 

Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Troop  
Coordinator- (704) 279-7984 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Dr. Brad Miller, Interim Pastor 
brad.churchtech@gmail.com 
 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary 
splchurch@att.net 
 

 

Louise Eller, Treasurer 
leller6@gmail.com 
 

Steve Stringer,  
Music Director/Organist 
stevestringermusic@gmail.com  

 OUR MISSION:  
A family of faith sharing the  

gospel  and love of Christ. 

Phone: 704-633-0922~ Fax: 704-636-1300 
Email: splchurch@att.net 
Website: www.splcweb.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Congregations  

in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

OFFICE HOURS:  
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  
Monday-Thursday 

Friday 8:30 a.m.—12 Noon 

A Note About Our Newsletter 
 

Our St. Paul’s newsletter, the Monthly Epistle is intended to keep everyone informed 
about happenings within the congregation that effect and contribute to our ministry   
together. In order to maximize reach and minimize cost, the preferred methods of      
distribution are by email, and posting on our St. Paul’s website (www.splcweb.org) 
where current editions are always available. All members are encouraged to use the 
newsletter as a resource to help you    consider how God is calling you to be involved in 
the life of His church. 
 

If you are unable to access the newsletter online, or would just like to have a printed 
copy to refer to, the most cost-effective way to receive it is to pick up a copy from the 
church office or in the narthex where they are made available after each publication. We 
mail copies to those members who we know don’t have online access, are shut-in, or 
live out of town. If you require a copy to be mailed to you, and are not already receiving 
it, please contact the church office. 


