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Return to On-site Worship! 
 

  Worship will be in the sanctuary starting May 31st in groups of 50 
or less.  We are scheduling two worship services in the sanctuary 
at 9 & 11 a.m. with each using one side of the sanctuary only.   
  We ask you to call the church office before noon on Friday to      
reserve a spot for a particular service.  If necessary, we will add a 
3rd service in the Fellowship Hall in future weeks.  We will admit 
worshippers starting at 5 minutes before the service time (listen for 
Carillon gong).  Please maintain 6 feet distancing before, during, and 
after worship.  (Obviously, your household members can be closer.)      
  Please bring your mask and wear it when entering and leaving.  We 
will have a limited number of masks available.  We will use physical 
distance, rather than physical shields, to separate Pastor Miller from 
the congregation while he is preaching. 
  Online and phone-in worship options will continue. Please be     
patient while the “live” recording is uploaded sometime after the 9 
a.m. service.  You will also be able to park in the Church lot and 
tune into the live services at 104.5 on your FM radio. 
  Many of you may not deem it wise to return yet.  Opting to        
preserve the life entrusted to you by God is to be Biblically affirmed.  
In these pandemic times, God assuredly welcomes your honoring of 
the Sabbath from whatever safe location is available to you.  If you 
are at high risk, we invite you to opt for the earliest service time.  If 
you have symptoms and/or believe yourself to have been exposed to 
Covid19, we invite you to worship from home.  The Church Council 
has undertaken a long list of procedures to heighten your safety, but 
in humility we can give no guarantee of your safety. 
  These are times of flux.  We will make weekly adjustments.  We 
will keep you informed by email promptly and postal mail (less   
often).  Presume that regular church activities on-site remain        
suspended unless specifically told otherwise.  We will have the 
Men’s Fellowship meeting in the picnic shelter on June 11 and learn 
lessons from that for continuing to resume more activities. 

Peace be with you! 
Rev. Dr. Brad Miller  



Why should Christians wear masks during the Pandemic? 
Humbly offered for your consideration by  
The Rev. Dr. Brad Miller, ChurchTech Institute 
 

 The Great Commandment (Matthew 22) 
   Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with     
   all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest   
   commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as   
   yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two               
   commandments.” 
   Loving our neighbor is not a warm fuzzy thing that we ought to do if      
   it isn’t too inconvenient – it is a command.  Opting to be sensibly   
   cautious in avoiding the spread of dangerous disease is quite            
    obviously a Christian duty. 

 

 Shall not kill (Exodus 20:13) 
 Thou shall not kill. OR You shall not murder. OR Equivalents 
 We are not supposed to kill our neighbor.  This extends beyond 
criminal acts. We should drive safely. We should use care with danger-
ous tools.  And, in a pandemic, we should breathe safely. That is, we 
should exhale through a mask when near others in public to avoid        
accidentally spreading Covid19.  At some future with widespread testing 
and/or vaccines, we may be able to say with confidence that we are not 
an asymptomatic carrier.  For now, we must err on the side of respecting 
human life around us. 
 Wisdom (Proverbs 1:7) 
 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. 
  Let us not broadcast to the world that we reject science and        
medicine.  Science has demonstrated that the transmission of respiratory 
diseases like Covid19 is substantially reduced when everyone in near 
proximity to others wears a mask.  Even with zealous precautions and 
liberal application of signs and tapes, many churches and public spaces 
were simply not designed for 6+ feet of social distance throughout.  
There remain narrow halls and doorways and simply the random near-
ness that occurs when we are not marching in formation. 
 Wisdom 2 (Proverbs 4:6-7) 
   6 Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you; love her, and she  
   will watch over you. 7 The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom.    
   Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 
 Do not get tripped up by the broader complexities of this crisis.  
Christians do not need to agree on political motivations in the name of  



the disease, who to blame for PPE (personal protective equipment)    
shortages, or which businesses are essential.  Masks are a simple and  
logical measure to protect others. 
 Great Commission (Matthew 28:16-20) 
 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and        
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age. 
 A persistent challenge in efforts to evangelize arises from the           
legitimate and illegitimate doubts of non-believers with regard to our    
motivations.  When we demonstrate disregard for their safety (by not 
wearing a mask) we feed the suspicion that our faith witness at other 
times is driven by some motivation other than their wellbeing. 
 Stewardship of people (Matthew 9:37-38) 
 37 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the 
workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out 
workers into his harvest field.” 
 We do not live in a world with a surplus of harvest workers.  Most of 
the world still needs to know the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Does it 
make sense to needlessly sicken the harvest work force?  Ought we not be 
more aware of the need to equip all believers for various works of        
ministry in a desperately needful world?  If we don’t have spare workers, 
we ought not recklessly sicken the ones that we have!  Wearing masks 
keeps the harvest workers able to work. 
 Stewardship of liability (I Corinthians 4:2) 
 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove 
faithful.  
 Least in all of these arguments, but still relevant: is the issue of legal 
liability.  We should primarily be motivated by higher things.  Still, 
churches who shun wise counsel and choose to risk needlessly spreading 
infection may be abusing the trust of wisely stewarding the financial     
resources of each particular place of worship. 
 

 NOT a political statement. NOT a surrender of rights 
 My doctorate is in Ministry, not Epidemiology.  These reflections are 
based on ministry experience of 30 years in 30 plus countries, but not on 
medical qualifications. 
 I commend skepticism and non-Lemming behavior. I do not wish my 
flock nor any other to be driven by mere propaganda or thoughtless     
repetition.  We should all seek after wisdom and seek the will of our God. 
 

As for me and my household: we will wear masks! 3 



Addenda About Masks 
 Medical grade masks are presently in dire supply and should be 

reserved for medical (and related first responder) use.  Average 
people of other vocations should seek or make a simple but         
well-fitting cloth mask. 

 Follow CDC guidance.  Some infants and toddlers as well as adults 
with pre-existing respiratory conditions, ought not wear masks due 
to breathing difficulty. 

 Masks are a supplement to physical distance when near other people 
in settings where there is potential that strict spacial separations can 
not be assumed. 

 Hand-washing  and avoidance of face-touching remain essential 
with or without masks. 

 Masks are just masks.  Don’t confuse them with being impervious. 
Don’t mistake them as a political statement.  Don’t substitute your 
feelings for medical science. 

 The following graphic is instructive.  Nobody knows the precise 
numbers for this disease or for each unique mask.  If in doubt, read 
the history of the surgical mask—the effective functionality of 
which was well established more than a century ago. 



Council News—Membership ~  
As you saw in last month’s newsletter, St. Paul’s council recently reached 
out to members who we haven’t seen in some time. Our constitution and 
bylaws spell out the privileges and duties of members, as well as the      
council’s responsibilities. It is our desire that all members will participate 
fully in the life of the Church and our ministry together, not just meet a 
minimum standard in order to “remain on the roll”.   
   If there is one thing we should have learned during this time when we 
have not been able to meet together, it is to not take our privileges to     
attend worship for granted. 

Responding to Challenges             Council News 
 

Council members have been encouraged this month to read two books 
recently to help us think logically about challenges and opportunities 
brought about by the Coronavirus situation.   
“Our Iceberg Is Melting”, and “That’s Not How We Do It Here”, are 
books by John Kotter, written in the form of fables which it makes each 
of them a fun story that can be read in an evening or two.  
 

The first chronicles a group of penguins who were faced with how to re-
spond (or even if they should respond) to the possibility of a threat to life 
as they know it. The second uses a community of meerkats to show that 
there can be an alternative to two mutually exclusive extreme responses 
to challenging situations.  
You might enjoy reading these two books, in fact I recommend them to 
you to help better understand that serving on council grants nobody any 
special wisdom, and that all council members take their responsibility 
seriously, praying for God’s wisdom and guidance as opportunities arise 
and challenges are never in short supply.      
Tim Deal, Council president 

Council News 
Phone Access to St. Paul’s Services 
To take advantage of this opportunity: 
 Call in using the phone number  978-990-5099 
    (*This is a long distance call; charges may apply) 
 At the prompt, enter the access code 419066 # 
 At the next prompt, press the # key again 
       This will take you to the most recent recording. 
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In Memory ~  
 

Gifts received in memory of Dico Murphy Wilhelm:   

 (General Fund)  
  Perry and Lori Bernhardt 
  

 (Helping Hands Fund)        

  Jerry and Linda Beaver                
  Doris Edmiston 
  Terry and Myra Jane Eller 
  Mr. and Mrs. Harold Goodman 
  Frank and Cindy Hinson 
  Kay Moody 
  Judy Wilhelm 
  David and Jason Wilhelm 
     
A gift was received for the Capital Improvement Fund for improved 
handicap facilities in memory of Zelia Padgett, from: 
  Daniel and Denise Padgett Foutz 
 
Gifts received in memory of Henrietta McDaniel Tallardy from:   

 (Helping Hands Fund)  
  Jerry and Linda Beaver 

 Dana and Crystal Bost 
  Dorothy Eller 

 Terry and Myra Jane Eller 
 Harold and Dot Goodman 
 Frank and Cindy Hinson 
 Kay Moody 
 Beverly and Pradeep Patnaik 
 Garry and Elaine Sechler  
 David Hines 
 Audrey Goins 
 John and Hati Davis & Maddox 

   

 (Capital Improvement Fund) 
 Alice Davis 
 Tim and Karen Deal 

    
A gift was received for the Capital Improvement Fund in memory of 
Reatha Chapman Earnhardt, from: 

  Tim and Karen Deal 6 



Council News 
Stephen Ministry  
 

   As previously announced, St. Paul’s Congregation Council is          
considering Stephen Ministry as a way to increase our congregation’s 
ministry as we enter the Senior/Associate model of pastoral leadership. 
   We’ve shared that Stephen Ministry is a one-on-one caring ministry 
currently employed by over 13,000 congregations of over 180             
denominations in more than 30 countries. Stephen Ministry                
congregations train, equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen 
Ministers—to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to 
people facing any of a number of life challenges.      
The council continues to share with you examples of the benefits of 
Stephen Ministry.  
   Our challenge right now is to identify a person who will attend a week 
long training, then come back to train those of us who will further our 
Christian calling by serving as a Stephen Minister. Please pray that God 
will lead the right person to come forward to serve in that capacity, and 
make this program a reality in our congregation. Could it be you? 

   Our love and sympathy is extended to the 
family of Henrietta McDaniel Tallardy 
who died May 8, 2020.    Please keep her 
sons, Jake and Randal Kramer in your 
prayers. 
 

 Our love and sympathy is extended to the 
family of Reatha Chapman Earnhardt  
who died May 13. Reatha was a former 
member of St. Paul’s, the wife of the late 
Delmer Earnhardt, and sister-in-law to 
Grady Earnhardt.   Please keep her family 
in prayer. 

In Honor  ~ 
 

A gift was received for the Helping Hands fund in honor of Wilbur 
Canup from Dottie Stancil. 
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Thank you! 
 

Thank you, Pastor Miller! 
 

   This time of gathering restrictions has allowed Pastor Miller to spend 
time with his family back in Iowa. As he returns here with the             
expectation that we might be restarting some form of in-person services, 
we want to thank him for his service and for his willing separation from  
family as our Interim Pastor here at St. Paul’s.  
   The Call Committee continues to work diligently, interviewing and 
getting to know candidates in order to determine who God is calling as 
our next pastor. Pastor Miller’s being here continues to help us be more 
aware of the needs of the Church in places where he has traveled and 
taught throughout the world with ChurchTech Institute. He has         
challenged us to consider how we can be more effective in our ministry 
as a congregation.  
   

Youth Service ~  
 

   Thank you to all of our young people who did such a great job with 
your Youth Service on May 17th. Thank you also to Katie Funderburk 
for coordinating, to the parents for recording and to Matt Holland who 
edited it all together into a seamless service Great job!  
 
To our St Paul’s Church Family, 
   Thank you for your many expressions of Christian love and support.  
Your cards, gifts, and visits to Mom meant so much to her.  Since her 
passing, we’ve experienced that same love and support through your 
many calls, cards, prayers, and memorial gifts in her name.  We are truly 
blessed to be a part of this loving and caring assembly of believers. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm 
 

Dear Friends at St Paul’s Church, 
 

   Thank you for your ongoing support of Meals on Wheels Rowan. Your 
contributions and your volunteers provide amazing support!  Last year 
our dedicated volunteers delivered over56,000 meals to homebound  
seniors in Rowan County.  We could not continue without our faith   
partners and volunteers! Thank you again! Stay safe and be of  good 
courage! 
 

Sincerely, 
Cindy Fink, ED 
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Congratulations to Brandon 
and Hailey Powlas Smith on 
the birth of their son, Mason 
Lee Smith.   Mason was born 
March 12, 2020. 

MAY BLOOD DRIVE ~  
 

   Thanks to all donors who made the May blood drive a huge             
success.  Even with having to observe all precautions mandated by the   
Governor's Executive Order with social distancing and disinfecting,  
OneBlood collected 11 more units than our goal of 35.  54 people came 
to donate, 11 were deferred, but with 3 donors giving doubles, 46 units of 
blood were collected.  12 new donors came to the drive, thanks to many 
of our regular donors who helped recruit 6 of them.   A special thanks to 
members of our church who donate, but also to 24 members of the St. 
Paul's Community who also helped to make the May blood drive one of 
the best ever!                    Alice Davis 

June 21st  
Is Father’s Day! 

 

  Praise  and Thank 
God for our  

wonderful Dads! 

Thanks and Update from Binns-Counts Community Center: 
 

   I just wanted to touch base with you all. We are fine, just waiting to 
get back to normal.  Thank you to all of the church members for the    
donations.  We really appreciate  it.  It is tough times for people, but we 
have to continue to trust God and pray that this virus goes away soon.  
Just thinking about all of our friends.. We love you all. 
Mary, 
(Director  -Binns-Counts Community Center) 
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VBS 2020 
Escape into the Wilderness in this  

Holy Land Adventure!  
 

   God takes care of His people, even in the wilderness! In VBS for 
2020, join the Israelites as they escape Egypt and follow God into the 
wilderness. To get through, you’ll learn trust, faith, strength, salvation 
and guidance from the one true God! 
 On Day 1, your family will learn a most important lesson: God is 
with us! Witness the Israelites cross the Red Sea by the awesome 
power of God in Exodus 3:12. 
Humphrey the Camel guides us 
through Day 2, when God        
provides the manna and quail in 
the wilderness. Day 3 gives you 
glimpse into battle with Chase the 
Tiger, where you’ll learn that God 
gives you strength! On Day 4,      
remember the Passover with 
Moses and hear a message of      
salvation. Finally, on Day 5 we 
take a close look at the 10       
Commandments and learn to bless 
the Lord who guides us! 
 

 The splcweb.org will have all your VBS streaming from the opening 
celebration with interactive music, bible points, and memory verses, 
to Moses’ Tent where Moses teaches us all about the wilderness and 
how God provides for us all. You will also find the closing celebra-
tion on the site to wrap up each day and prepare us for what we can 
look forward to on our next adventure in the wilderness. The site will 
open June14-18, and will remain available through the end of July.  
 Saturday June 13, 2020 from 2-4 pm will be the drive through pickup 
for your families VBS Packets. These included, lessons, posters, and 
instructions for parents, along with fun handouts, crafts, bible mem-
ory buddies and much more to help your  family work through each 
day of your wilderness escape. We have a packet for all members of 
St. Paul’s in K-5th grade, with preschool packets available to all 
members 3-5 years old if not in kindergarten yet.  
 
 

 I look forward to seeing you all at the drive through! 
Katie Funderburk 



CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 
     

   If there is a member of St. Paul’s that has graduated and not listed 
here, please accept our apology. Let us know, and we will recognize that 
graduate in the July newsletter. 

2020 HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
GRACE FUNDERBURK 

(JESSE CARSON HIGH SCHOOL) 
 

KAYLEE PATTERSON 
(GREYSTONE) 

 

CALEB ORBISON 
(JESSE CARSON HIGH SCHOOL) 
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Council News 
Scholarship Recipients Announced 
 

Congratulations to the following recipients of St. Paul’s Scholarships for 
Higher Education: 
 

   Grace Funderburk is recipient of the Sadie & Hollie Ritchie      
Scholarship. Grace is daughter of Katie and Dan Funderburk, recently 
graduated from Carson High School and plans to attend Western      
Carolina University to study biology. 
 

   Savannah Charles is recipient of the Brown-Heilig Scholarship.      
Savannah is daughter of Karen and Will Charles, is a 2019 graduate of 
Carson High and is studying Radiology at Rowan Cabarrus Community 
College. 
 

   Nominees to receive Blanche and Hubert Ritchie Foundation        
Scholarships include Evan Harkey, Kimberly Pepper, Madeline Pepper, 
Emma Amos (Rowan Cabarrus), Ainsley Moore (NC State),  Harley 
Amos (UNC-Asheville), Hannah Barringer (Cabarrus College of Health 
Sciences), Luke Barringer (Catawba College), Mackenzie Menius 
(UNC-Charlotte) and Drake Johnson (UNC-Chapel Hill). 
 

   Seminarian Denton Bennet, who has helped us recently while        
completing his seminary training at Sioux Falls Seminary, is recipient of 
St. Paul’s Ministerial Aid grant and the Dave & Pearl Honbarger      
Ministry Scholarship. We also congratulate Pastor Bennet for his recent 
call to serve St. Paul Lutheran Church in Gaffney SC! 



Tim Deal, Congregational Council 
 

CHURCH STAFF: 
 

Rev. Dr. Brad Miller, Interim Pastor 
brad.churchtech@gmail.com 
 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary 
splchurch@att.net 
 

Katie Funderburk, Director of  
Youth Ministries splc.kfun1@gmail.com 
 

Jill Earnhardt, Parish Nurse, RN, FCN 
(704) 431-6633 
splc.jillrn@gmail.com  
 

Louise Eller, Treasurer 
leller6@gmail.com 
 

Steve Stringer,  
Music Director/Organist 
stevestringermusic@gmail.com  
 
 

Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Troop  
Coordinator- (704) 279-7984 

Capital Building Fund   
As of April 30: $129,555 

 Online Giving (For General Fund only): 
 Go to splcweb.org  
 Click on the Giving tab.  
 Click on Make a Donation. 
 Fund: General Fund 
 Follow the prompts to enter the required information and, Submit”. 
 All other fund donations need to be mailed or dropped off. 

INCOME AND EXPENSES FOR  APRIL 2020 
 

APRIL Income:$33,523  Expenses:$27,456  
 

Year-to-date: ($ 6,491) Expenses over Income 
 

May income/expenses will be available  
in the July newsletter. 

 OUR MISSION:  
A family of faith sharing the  

gospel  and love of Christ. 

Phone: 704-633-0922~ Fax: 704-636-1300 
Email: splchurch@att.net 
Website: www.splcweb.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC 

OFFICE HOURS:  
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  

Monday-Friday 

St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
Lutheran Congregations  

in Mission for Christ (LCMC) 

RESOURCES : 
 http://www.solapublishing.com.    
Sign in with Username: stpaul 

and Password: helpme. 
Click on the SEED tab and you 

will have access to Sunday 
School  lessons for adult,  

youth (6th - 12th) and  
children (K-5th).   


