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NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS
At the beginning of every year most people choose a few things that they would like to
improve in their lives. The number one goal is weight loss! While it is always a good
idea to get in better physical shape, it is equally important to consider spiritual aspects
in our lives.
 Wake up in the morning and say Thank you God for a new day.
 Prepare a few affirmations such as looking into the mirror and saying,
"I am created in God's image."
 Surround yourself with people who are happy.
 Walk away from negativity.
 Stretch your mind by reading the scriptures.
 Run to your Heavenly Father with every aspect of your life.
 Rest your mouth when you are tempted to gossip or exaggerate the details.
 Shake the hand of a new person at church.
 Drink fresh cool water for hydration.
Most of all, concentrate on all things that are good and pleasing in the sight of God.
Be blessed in the New Year!
Jill Earnhardt, RN

Typically, if you see a triangle in a church building (or
church newsletter) you are inclined to think of the Holy
Trinity.
That geometric representation of our essential doctrine
of ―One God in 3 Persons‖ is helpful to understand that
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are yet a single God.
Still, the triangle can be helpful to understand other
concepts which are less doctrinally significant, but
nonetheless insightful regarding the healthy functioning
of a church. This month, I would like to share with you
the Divine Directives Triad. The elements of this triad
come from two New Testament Sources: The Great
Commandment and the Great Commission.
The Great Commandment is found in Matthew 22:35-40 (and also in Mark 12 and Luke 10):
35
One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is
the greatest commandment in the Law?”
37
Jesus replied: “„Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind.‟38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like
it: „Love your neighbor as yourself.40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two
commandments.”(NIV)
This passage directs us to love God and to love our neighbor. Elsewhere, in Matthew 28:16–20,
we are directed to make disciples:
16
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore
go and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”(NIV)
So, we have three directives: 1) Love God, 2) Love our neighbor, and 3) Make Disciples. To be
clear, Jesus affirmed many other Old Testament ideals and lifted up concepts like peace and
justice. But these three tasks are most boldly laid upon us. Like the legs of triangle, these three
tasks lean upon each other.
When we make disciples, we are expressing our love of God and our love of neighbor – what
greater gift could we wish for our neighbor than salvation? How can we express our love of God
without caring about the daily needs and the eternal destiny of our neighbors who are each created
in the image of God? When we offer even a cup of cold water to the thirsty, are we not created an
opportunity to witness out of genuine love and obedience?
So, these three tasks are set before individually and collectively. Each task should clearly be
reflected in the life of a faithful Christian. Because we are uniquely created and gifted, we may
gravitate to expressing our faith in one way more than another.

Churches, though they are somewhat unique, ought to continually be inquiring and self-assessing
to insure that they are fully engaging all three tasks. Often a church will drift out of balance to a
point where they excel at one thing to the diminishment of another. We should note that Jesus
never conveyed to us any notion like: ―Here are three things – try to do one or two of them well.‖
At a glance, it is clear that St. Paul‘s loves God through our worship, architecture, and other
means. It is clear through the Cruise‘N BBQ, the Helping Hands fund, and many of our
benevolences like Binns-Counts, that St. Paul‘s expresses a clear love of neighbor. Much less clear,
is the engagement of the congregation in the imperative to ―Go and make disciples.‖ On your
behalf, I will be heading to Liberia in March to train pastors so that together we can ―Go and make
disciples.‖ Simultaneously, I will be making an assessment of the viability and potential for Victory
Ministries and Pastor Ghandour to be a long term partner with St. Paul‘s. Let me reiterate, no
commitment is being made beyond the March trip. Still, even if turns out to be a onetime event, we
can all be blessed by the opportunity to engage in this particular mission project. We will need a
great covering of prayer. Also, this is an unbudgeted opportunity – so we will need help to raise
funds. Please watch for future updates!
The Divine Directives Triad is a blessed reminder of important ways for us to respond to God‘s
love for us in grateful obedience. Next month, I will explain a very different triad – a destructive
confluence of harmful and church destroying attributes.

Pastor Miller

Thank you…
I would like to thank all of you for the Sunday School love offering, the many cards and gifts, the
prayers for my son Byron, and, mostly, for making me feel part of your family while I am far away
from mine in Iowa.

Pastor Miller
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CALENDAR OF MAJOR EVENTS FOR 2020
On November 16th stakeholders met to plan activities at St. Paul‘s for the coming year. The
goals were to secure dates so that there would not be overlap in sign-ups, responsible groups or
individuals identified, and to space out events to so that volunteers are not over-worked to insure
maximum enjoyment by all and effectiveness to the community.
At its December meeting, St. Paul‘s Council approved the following schedule for main events
during the coming year. Note that this does not preclude other activities that may be scheduled, or
changes due to unforeseen circumstances:
March 29th
70+ Banquet (Catered)
April 12th

Easter Breakfast

April 25th

St. Paul‘s Cruise ‗n Barbecue

May 9th

Mother‘s Day Banquet

June 14-18

Vacation Bible School

August 6-8

Consignment Sale

August 23

rd

Ice Cream Supper

September 13

th

Homecoming

September 19

th

St. Paul‘s Bazaar

October 1

st

Oktoberfest

October 17

th

Men‘s Fish Fry

October 31

st

Trunk or Treat

November 7

th

Ole Timey Stew

2020 CALENDAR
Events get carried over from year to year on our calendar that may need to be updated with a new time or a
new day. The enclosed January calendar is an example of that, as it is comprised mostly of events that
occurred last January, and are listed as default events, meaning that we assume that things will continue as in
years past.
I‘d like to ask committee chairpersons, women‘s circle presidents, men‘s president, etc., to please review
the calendar enclosed and online for the coming months, and let me know if you need to make a change.
The online calendar is available on the website and can be viewed easily by clicking on calendars.
Just call and I can update it immediately for you.
Thank you for your assistance!
Pamela Cottingham

Council News
COUNCIL ELECTS OFFICERS
St. Paul‘s Congregation Council, meeting on December 8th, chose the following officers, who
ask for your prayers and support as we work together to carry out the Great Commission - to ―Go
and Make Disciples‖; and the Great Commandment - to ―Love God with all our hearts‖, and
―love our neighbor as ourselves‖ during the coming year:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer

Tim Deal
Kenneth Whisnant
Gina Barringer
Louise Eller
Karen Charles

Council News
VISION 2020 ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN UPDATE
Over the past year, using opportunities to visit other churches, a congregational workshop and numerous
meetings with the Vision 2020 Committee, architect John Fuller succeeded in doing what was once thought
impossible –developing a plan to tie together various levels of the church to be accessible for persons of all
ages and abilities, without materially changing the beautiful front façade of our building.
At its December 8th meeting, the congregation council decided that this would not be an ideal time for the
congregation to enter into a capital funds appeal to carry out the Vision 2020 Accessibility Improvement
Plan.
Council does however plan to present the plan itself to the congregation for adoption as the general plan
for St. Paul‘s to address our accessibility needs, and our goal to be carried out through the Capital Building
Fund which continues to receive contributions, and whose current balance is approaching $100,000.
A called congregational meeting is anticipated early in 2020 for this purpose.
In preparation for the congregational meeting, an additional forum (probably during the Sunday School
hour) will be held to refresh everyone‘s memory about the goals of the plan and the improvements that were
made after the initial roll-out.
Having adopted the plan in principle, the congregation and others can donate to the Capital Building Fund
knowing that they are contributing to the resolution of our accessibility needs.
At the appropriate time following the settling of our new pastor (s), initiating the capital funds appeal will
be considered.
Website Update
St. Paul‘s website is undergoing an update to provide more pictures of our congregational activities and
programs. If you have any to share, please forward them to the church office, or to Matt Holland.
Thank you for helping to share the love of St. Paul‘s to all those who visit our website!
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ST. PAUL’S STAFF SUPPORT COMMITTEE
St. Paul’s Staff Support Committee exists and meets regularly to help increase the effectiveness of
our congregation‘s and staff‘s ministry together.
The following is the text of the Continuing Resolution, adopted by the council to guide the work and
purposes of the committee. Current members of the committee are: Tim Free (Chair), Crystal Bost, Ashley
Lombard, Brenda Julian. The terms of two members, Dick Smith and DW Honbarger expired January 1 st.
Replacements for Dick and DW will be named by the council at its January meeting.
There shall be a Staff Support Committee. It is important that congregations establish this
ministry committee as part of their normal programming and not wait until there is a time of
crisis in the congregation with misunderstandings and hurt feelings. The committee should be
understood as a significant element in the congregation's life in order to foster mutual ministry,
support, and understanding between the congregation and the staff.
The purpose of the Staff Support Committee is to affirm and strengthen the mission efforts of
the congregation and the ministries which are led by the staff. The committee listens to both
staff members and congregation members so that there can be a clarifying of expectations, open
communication, and mutual understanding in order to bring about reconciliation between
brothers and sisters in Christ in the midst of possible conflict.
This committee shall be appointed according to the constitution, C13.04. Meetings, to be
scheduled by the pastor, shall be held at least quarterly. In the absence of a pastor or should the
pastor fail to hold quarterly meetings, the committee will be convened at least quarterly by the
council president.
Functions and benefits of the Staff Support Committee include the following:


Helps develop open communication about expectations, attitudes and concerns within the
congregation, the community and the staff.



Identifies early warning signs of misunderstandings and acts to diffuse certain problem
situations before they get out of hand.



Becomes the "listening post" for the pastor and other staff members and the members of the
congregation.

Serves as a group with whom the pastor and other staff members can test new ideas and
share confidential matters.
Other benefits will also develop as the committee helps build a sense of partnership between staff and
congregation in the ongoing development of mutual ministry for the church as an expression of our
Christian faith.
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ALTAR FLOWERS 2020
Faith Flowers and More will be the florist that we will contact for you if you chose to go
through the church for providing flowers for Sunday Services. We will order for you, and you
can put your payment in the Sunday offering, or mail it to the church. Be sure to note on your
envelope “altar flowers”.
We have found that this florist is less expensive, more convenient and easy to work with.
Although the store front has closed, the owner is still working from her home under the same
business name. Prices are as follows:
Regular flowers for both vases - $70.00 total ($35 per vase)
[Upgrade adding specialty flowers is $90 total ($45 per vase)]
Rail arrangements—$35 per arrangement
Owner, Tammy Waller, will pick up the vase liners from the church and deliver the flower
arrangements for these prices.
IF YOU WISH TO USE A DIFFERENT FLORIST:
YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR TAKING THE VASE LINERS FROM THE CHURCH TO THAT FLORIST
AND FINALIZING YOUR PURCHASE WHEN YOU TAKE THE LINERS TO THEM.

More Council News
Youth Room Enhancements
St. Paul‘s Council has approved the purchase of a flat screen television and associated equipment for the
upstairs youth room. Our congregation is blessed to have such fine young people engaged in the life and
ministry of our congregation!

2020 YEARBOOK INFORMATION
OFFERING ENVELOPES:
Please be sure to throw away your envelopes
from last year when you receive your new
ones. The numbers may change and we want
to be sure the correct person is credited!
Do not use your old envelopes in 2020.

If you or any of your family members
have MOVED OR CHANGED PHONE NUMBERs,
please be sure your information is updated
with the church office now!
We will be getting the yearbook together
and printed soon, and would like to have
your information correct for the coming
year!

Get involved!
VOLUNTEERS ~
are needed to serve as USHERS & CRUCIFERS
for funerals.
If you are able to help, please call me to put
your name on a list of people to call when a
funeral is being planned. Getting a few more
names will let us rotate through the list. Thank
you!!

January Committee Meetings
As of December 17, 2019
Finance Committee ~ January 5 at 9:00 a.m.
Youth and Family ~ January 5 at 3:00 p.m.
Executive Committee ~ January 7 at 6:30 p.m.
Church Council ~ January 12 at 7:30 a.m.
Staff Support ~ January 14 at 7:00 p.m.
Audit Committee ~ Every Sunday in January at noon

Lutheran Men will meet on January 9 at
6:30 p.m. Please come and share in the food
and fellowship the men enjoy on the second
Thursday of each month.
The LUTHERAN MEN will be having the
monthly Bingo night at the NC Veteran‘s
Retirement Home on January 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Friendship Club…
The St. Paul‘s Friendship Club will meet at
10:30 on January 16th. Everyone is welcome
for good food and fellowship!
Every Friday at 10:30 a.m. is the
Sing Along at Trinity Oaks Health & Rehab
(Lutheran Home).

CHRISTMAS UN—DECORATING
We will need a lot of help on Saturday, January 11, at 9:00 a.m. to take down, pack, and store the
Christmas decorations for next year. The youth will also be packing up the luminaries that morning at 10.

From the council…
“SPRING CLEANING” PLANNED
Overheard at Target: “I should just get rid of some stuff instead of buying more storage containers”.
It‘s true that although well-intentioned, ―stuff‖ tends to accumulate to fill the space available. Often, it
isn‘t so much a lack of storage space – its that too much is being kept “just in case we need it one day”.
Recognizing that fact, St. Paul‘s Council at its December 8th meeting authorized a “Spring cleaning” to
be held on a date to be determined, to identify and organize those things we truly need to keep, and
remove those that are no longer or likely will never be needed again.
In preparation for that church-wide effort, opportunities will be made for identifying those items that
need to be retained. Watch the Weekly and Monthly Epistles as plans develop to know how to help choose
wisely what needs to be kept, and what can go.

LUTHERAN WOMEN’S NEWS...
Circle Meetings ~
Kathie Ketchie Circle ~ January 5 at 4:00 p.m.
One hour early because of quarterly meeting at 5:00 p.m.
Hama Lingle Circle ~ January 6 at 6 p.m.
Grace Ridenhour Circle ~ January 6 at 6 p.m.
Ellen Bumgarner Circle ~ January 8 at 9:30 a.m.
Melissa Lura Circle ~ January 13 at 6:30 p.m.
Bonnie Bost Circle ~ January 14 at 7:00 p.m.

The LUTHERAN WOMEN’S
QUARTERLY MEETING
is scheduled for
Sunday, January 5 at 5:00 p.m.

HOUSEKEEPING REQUEST…

LIKEWISE...
TO ANYONE WHO USES THE
KITCHEN:
Dishes left on the kitchen
counters causes others to have to
work around them. If you have
dishes or cook ware left in the
kitchen, please pick it up so that
others have room to use the
kitchen area!

The refrigerator must be cleaned out within one
day of an event. This means that on the day after
there should be nothing left from your event in the
refrigerator.
We are asking that you please be responsible and
considerate in allowing room in the refrigerator for
other events. If you have stored anything in the
refrigerator please be sure to pick it up.

ROWAN HELPING MINISTRIES
St. Paul‟s collected 86 lbs. for our November delivery!
January items needed:
Breakfast Cereals; Granola Bars; Canned Juices; Cake Mixes; Oatmeal
(boxes of 1 servings pks); Grits (boxes of 1 serving pks); Canned Vegetables
and Fruits; Feminine Hygiene Products.
These, and any other items are appreciated! Thank you for your support for
those in need.

WOMEN OF FAITH will meet Thursday, January 9
at 10:00 a.m. in the Conference Room. The group
will go out for lunch at a local restaurant after the
meeting.
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Jill Earnhardt, RN, Parish Nurse, will be on
vacation from December 23 through January 7.
She will not be taking or returning any calls
during her vacation time with her family.

Girl Scout Troop 743 News…
January 11—Gold Workshop—9:30—12:30 p.m. at South Rowan Library
February 8—TBA—Thinking Day at St. Paul‘s; All levels attend event honoring scouting around the world
**More details will be provided as events draw closer.
The OUTREACH COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CONGREGATION for their
support of the Binns-Counts toy drive. Between the individuals who donated gifts and the Women
of St. Paul’s who donated $1,000 for the purchase of gifts, we were able to deliver 379 items! This
goes a long way to providing what is needed for the children of the area.
We are grateful to our Youth members who made the trip this year. For some, this was
their first experience. Others have participated every year since this mission work began. Under the
guidance of “Miss Katie,” the Youth worked hard at sorting toys, clothing and other items. It is
work that is essential for success, especially this year, when many local volunteers are unable to
help because of age or illness. The kids also have devotions and down time, which this year
included seeing a local Christmas parade. This is an amazing and joyful group of young folks,
whom we are very proud of. Many thanks all around!

NOTES OF GRATITUDE..

NOTES OF GRATITUDE…

Dear St. Paul's Family,
Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, calls
and love during my surgery and recovery. These acts
of kindness were a real comfort to me
and my family.
With Love,
Ben Bernhardt

I wish to thank everyone for all the cards and
visits during my two surgeries. It means so much
when you are alone and in pain to see a smiling,
friendly face.
There is so much love and
compassion in our church. Again, my love and
thanks to everyone. Your prayers are helping.
Sincerely,
Jane Wilhelm

Dear Church Family,
Thank you for the prayers, phone calls, cards,
flowers. They all meant so much to me. I still have 2
more weeks to go before the cast comes off. Thank
you again.
Love in Christ,
Nancy Wilhelm
Once again, we would like to thank St. Paul‟s for
allowing us to have the Safrit Family Reunion for the
Harry and Maybel Safrit family!
Wendy Safrit

Special Thanks for Turkeys Cooked...
Special thanks to those ladies who cooked
turkeys for the Community In Schools Christmas
Dinner December 19. Alice Davis, Helen Gordon,
Terri Powlas, Jane Webb, Judith Austin and Lori
Bernhardt helped cook the 10 turkeys.
I appreciated your help.
Susan Bernhardt
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Gifts in Memory …
Gifts were received for the General Fund in memory
of David Call from:
Perry and Lori Bernhardt
Dana and Crystal Bost
James River Equipment
Jimmy and Crystal Roseman
Gifts were received for the Capital Building Fund in
memory of David Call from:
Tim and Karen Deal
Frank and Cindy Hinson
A gift was received for the Improvement Fund in
memory of David Call from:
Terry and Myra Jane Eller
A gift was received for the Capital Building Fund in
memory of Ludie Mae Eller from:
Tim and Karen Deal
Gifts were received for the General Fund in memory
of Ludie Mae Eller from:
Perry and Lori Bernhardt
Dana and Crystal Bost
Gary Gaskey
Milbron, Shirlene and Brian Potts
Wayne and Johnsie Taylor
A gift was received for the Helping Hands Fund in
memory of Ludie Mae Eller from:
Harold and Dot Goodman
A gift was received for the Music Fund in memory of
Ludie Mae Eller from:
Anonymous
A gift was received for ht Capital Building fund in
memory of Richard Hughes from:
Ed and Betty Niedens
A gift was received for the General Fund in memory
of Richard Hughes from:
Dan and Jan Dolan

Gifts were received for the Capital Building Fund in
memory of Zelia Padgett from:
Alice Davis
Tim and Karen Deal
D.W. and Judi Honbarger
Gifts were received for the General Fund in memory
of Zelia Padgett from:
Dana and Crystal Bost
Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm
A gift was received for the Parish Nurse Fund in
memory of Zelia Padgett from:
Terry and Myra Jane Eller
A gift was received for the General Fund in memory
of Helen Wagoner from:
Andrew Baker
A gift was received for the Helping Hands Fund in
honor of Brinley Bernhardt from:
Perry and Lori Bernhardt
A gift was received for the Helping Hands Fund in
honor of Amaya Cerda from:
Perry and Lori Bernhardt
Our love and sympathy is extended to Terry
Eller and family on the death of Terry‟s mother,
Ludie Mae Eller, on December 2.
Our love and sympathy goes out to Teresa
Linker on the death of her brother David Call on
November 27.
Our love and sympathy is extended to the family
of Zeilia Overcash Padgett on December 7.
Our love and sympathy goes out to Lt. Jason
Owens and family on the death of his 18 year old
son Alex.
Alex was killed in an automobile
accident on Wednesday, November 27.
Lt. Owens is the contact person for our security
on Sundays.

Phone: 704-633-0922
Fax: 704-636-1300
Email: splchurch@att.net
Website: www.splcweb.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

WEEKLY WORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES:

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
205 St. Paul‘s Church Road -~ Salisbury, NC 28146

OUR MISSION:
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ.

Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS:
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday
Tim Deal, Congregational Council

CHURCH STAFF:
Rev. Dr. Brad Miller
Interim Pastor
brad.churchtech@gmail.com
Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
splchurch@att.net
Katie Funderburk,
Director of Youth Ministries
splc.kfun1@gmail.com
Jill Earnhardt, Parish Nurse
RN, FCN
(704) 431-6633
jearnhardtrn@gmail.com
Louise Eller, Treasurer
leller6@gmail.com
Steve Stringer,
Music Director/Organist
stevestringermusic@gmail.com
Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Troop
Coordinator- (704) 279-7984

Anyone who has been attending St.
Paul‟s Lutheran Church and feels a
desire to deepen their relationship with
the church may call or email the church
office about membership. We look
forward to having the opportunity to
talk to you about becoming members of
our congregation.

INCLEMENT WEATHER PROCEDURE
If there is inclement weather during the week, we will
normally follow the county school system judgment on road
conditions. If Rowan County Schools are closed, the office
and church activities will normally be canceled (with few
exceptions).
If there is inclement weather during the weekend, the
Executive Committee, Property Committee, and Pastor will
determine whether to offer Worship.
In case of snow or ice, please keep in mind that the
church parking lot and walk ways may not be totally clear.
Our Property Committee will work hard to make the walk
ways and parking lot safe. However, if you are unsure
about driving or walking into the church, please stay
home.
We will announce any changes in schedules as soon as
possible. We will contact those on our email list, update
our website, and update our listing on WBTV Charlotte,
WSOCTV, WCCB Charlotte, and WCNC Charlotte for
church cancelations and delays.
Once you have been notified, your help in letting others
know about cancellations or delays is much appreciated.

