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Special Services During December ~
December 15th ~ Children’s Christmas Play “ Stories of the Savior” during the
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
December 22 ~ 10:30 a.m. Worship Service will be the Service of Lessons and Carols ~
the story of Christmas in scripture and song.

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER
Tuesday, December 24
8:00 p.m.
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Sanctuary
This presentation is a story with scripture and music
that heralds the birth of Jesus Christ, including our
traditional carols candle lighting. We will also be
celebrating Holy Communion during the service.
Tell others about the reason for the season, and invite
them to our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service!

NO WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES IN DECEMBER
Due to the busy holiday season and in deference to the rehearsal requirements for the Christmas
Pageant, there will be no mid-week services in December. Services will resume next year on Ash
Wednesday.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed and Happy New year!
The CHURCH OFFICE will be CLOSED Wednesday, December 25 for Christmas Day, and Friday,
December 27. (We will open Thursday, 12/26 for preparing and printing Sunday Bulletins).
We will also be closed Wednesday, January 1 for New Year‟s Day.

Members of area Lutheran churches are invited to midweek Advent services at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church at
5202 Mooresville Road, Salisbury NC.
Services are Tuesdays in Advent starting at 2 p.m.
The theme will be "PROPHECIES FULFILLED" .
Peace be with you!

Council Considers Stephen Ministries ~
St. Paul’s Congregation Council is considering Stephen Ministries as a way to increase our
congregation’s ministry as we move toward the Senior/Associate model of pastoral leadership.
Stephen Ministries is a one-on-one caring ministry currently employed by over 13,000
congregations of over 180 denominations in more than 30 countries. Stephen Ministries congregations
train, equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen Ministers—to provide high-quality,
confidential, Christ-centered care to people facing any of a number of situations such as chronic
illness, terminal illness, job loss, divorce, onset of a disability, financial need or other life struggles.
Stephen Ministries is not a single event, but an ongoing process. St. Paul’s council believes that
Stephen Ministries may be a means by which we increase the ministry of our congregation in a way
that benefits not only the recipients, but those who receive the comprehensive training and serve as
Stephen Ministers.
A first step of this process will be to learn more at one of two workshops to be held in New Bern on
February 1st, or in High Point on March 7th. Stephen Ministries Introductory Workshops are half-day
events where you can:
 catch a vision for lay caring ministry;
 experience a sample of Stephen Minister training; and
 learn the basics about Stephen Ministry—how it works, the benefits it offers, and how to bring
Stephen Ministries to our congregation.
Attending one of these workshops is not mandatory for beginning Stephen Ministries —but they are
an excellent way to get questions answered and learn what Stephen Ministries is all about. If you
would like to learn more, by attending one of these workshops please register by contacting Pam in the
church office. Registration costs will be covered.
To learn more about Stephen Ministries , visit the website which contains a wealth of information:
https://www.stephenministries.org/default.cfm.
St. Paul’s Council is looking forward to learning how Stephen Ministries may grow our
congregation’s ministry together.
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Council and Call Committee Discuss Worship
St. Paul’s Council recently met with the Call Committee for the purpose of clarifying the message the Call
Committee should communicate to prospective pastors as to our congregation’s preferred or acceptable
styles of worship. It is essential that the committee communicates this clearly and accurately to the
prospective pastor to eliminate any misunderstanding and insure a mutually satisfying pastoral relationship.
Discussion among the council reflects a commitment that St. Paul’s worship will always follow the Lutheran
liturgy, while at the same time incorporating beautiful, theologically sound music with familiar hymns.
Realizing that there are some within our congregational family who fear we will eventually abandon those
familiar hymns, while others fear we will not consider new music, consensus among the council is that
neither extreme is acceptable. It is important to remember that genuine worship is directed toward God. The
posture of our hearts has far more to do with how pleasing our worship is to God than the century of origin
of our hymnody.
The following is the paragraph concerning worship that will be included in the congregational profile that the
Call Committee will post when seeking prospective pastors:
“St. Paul’s is a congregation with a rich history of worship. There is one primary service each Sunday. It is
accompanied by organ and piano. An adult choir sings an anthem weekly. The liturgy varies between LBW
settings and Reclaim settings. The entire service is printed in the bulletin. Hymnody is primarily drawn from
the two hymnals – but also incorporates a broader range of sources. The pastor leads the entire liturgy with
the assistance of a lector and communion servers. Congregational leadership have voiced a strong
consensus about retaining all historical components of the liturgy, while also affirming a modest additional
range of musical styles and tempos.”
BLOOD DRIVE RESULTS FOR 2019
The blood drives in 2019 were the most successful ever. Our church had ninety persons who gave at
least one time during the year for a total of 169 units. Nine of those donors gave or attempted to give
at all four drives. We are fortunate to have 24 donors who gave at least one time that are members of
our community and not our church.
New donors are always needed. At least seven donors who gave at least one time during 2019 will
no longer be able to donate because of health or medication issues. Most people know how important
donation can be because they have received a transfusion or have a friend or family member who has
received a transfusion. With the exception of whole blood transfusions which require a unit of blood,
each unit of blood can be subdivided three different ways and therefore help three different
individuals. Giving blood is a true gift since the donor cannot be repaid.
In addition to donors, volunteers help make each blood drive a success.
Volunteers set up the Fellowship Hall and other volunteers put the Fellowship Hall back in order
after the drive. They check in donors, work in the canteen area, and handle getting signs up that lets
the community know about the drive.
Please consider being a part of the four blood drives in 2020. Mark your calendar for February 10,
May11, August 10, and November 9.
Alice Davis
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Get involved!
Reverend Mark Ryman ~ December 1st
December 1st, ALL Adult Sunday School Classes and
ALL Teachers of youth classes, pre-K and up are invited to
the Fellowship Hall during the Sunday School hour to hear
Pastor Mark Ryman.
Members of the Christian Education Committee will
gather the preK-12 youth for a joint class during this time.
Pastor Ryman, Production Editor for Sola Publishing will
lead a lesson highlighting Sola’s mission and educational
resources. Sunday School roles and offerings may be
taken in the Fellowship Hall.
Pastor Ryman will also be leading our 10:30 worship
service, which will include Holy Communion.
Every Friday at 10:30 a.m. is the
Sing Along at Trinity Oaks Health & Rehab
(Lutheran Home).

December Committee Meetings
Finance Committee ~ December 1 at 9 a.m.
Executive Committee ~ December 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Health Cabinet will meet December 5 at 5:30 in the
Counting Room (rescheduled from November)
Church Council ~ December 8 at 7:30 a.m.

Lutheran Men will meet at the China
Grove Family Restaurant for the Annual
Family Night on December 12 at 6:30 p.m.
The LUTHERAN MEN will be having the
monthly Bingo night at the NC Veteran’s
Retirement Home on December 17 at 6:30 p.m.

Friendship Club…
The St. Paul’s Friendship Club will meet at
10:30 on December 19 for our Annual
Christmas Party. Please bring an inexpensive
wrapped or bagged gift suitable for a male or
female to exchange.
Debbie Suggs will cater the meal. The cost of
the meal is $10 per person. I will need a head
count and payment no later than December
15th. Please join us for a fun morning of
Christmas Carols, games, fellowship and good
food.
We hope to see you on Thursday, December
19th! Everyone is invited!
Blessings,
Helen Gordon

CHRISTMAS DECORATING
Your help is needed in unpacking and setting up the Chrismon Tree, along with decorating the tree and the
church for the Christmas season on Saturday, December 7, at 9:00 a.m. It's a lot of fun when many of us
come together with the Christmas spirit to decorate the church for this special time of the year. Please bring
your family and join us in beautifying the church for the holidays.
Also, please, sign up on the Friendship Pads if you will be volunteering to decorate with the Altar Guild.
Help is also needed on Friday, December 20, at 9:00 a.m. to place the poinsettias in the church to truly
reflect the wonderful beauty of this season.
We will also need a lot of help on Saturday, January 11, at 9:00 a.m. to take down, pack, and store the
Christmas decorations for next year.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S NEWS...
Hama Lingle Circle meets Monday, December 2 at 7:00 p.m. with Abby Walker, hostess.
Grace Ridenhour Circle meets Tuesday, December 3, at 7 p.m. at China Grove Family Restaurant for
Christmas Party
Ellen Bumgarner Circle meets Wednesday, December 4 at 11:30 a.m. for Christmas luncheon.
Bonnie Bost Circle meets Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m. for Christmas dinner and tree decorating
Kathie Ketchie Circle meets December 8 at 5:00 p.m. to go out for a Christmas dinner.
Melissa Lura Circle meets December 9 at 6:30 p.m. at Katie Funderburk’s home for their Christmas
Celebration.
HOUSEKEEPING REQUEST…

Thank you to everyone who donated quarters
to be used at Trinity Oaks for bingo prizes.
The St. Paul's Lutheran Women donated a
total of $232.35.

The refrigerator must be cleaned out within one
day of an event. This means that on the day after
there should be nothing left from your event in the
refrigerator.
With the special events and holidays coming up,
TURKEY COOKERS NEEDED
this
is especially important that no one assumes
Again, this year volunteers are putting on a
someone
else will know what to do with things left
Christmas Meal for the Communities in Schools
there.
students and families on December 19 from 4:00We are asking that you please be responsible and
6:00 at First Presbyterian Church in Salisbury.
considerate
in allowing room in the refrigerator for
Since we help out Koontz Elementary School, we
other
events.
If you have stored anything in the
have been asked to cook 10 turkeys.
refrigerator please be sure to pick it up.
Frozen turkeys will be delivered to St. Paul’s
on Saturday, December 14. I will place them in
the picnic refrigerator. When you cook and slice
them up please return to the same refrigerator.
If you can cook a turkey, please let Susan
Bernhardt know at 704-637-0155 or email
srbernhardt@carolina.rr.com
Volunteers have teamed up with Chic-Fil-a,
Salisbury for a COAT DRIVE beginning December
1. If you want to donate a new coat, they will
give you a chicken sandwich. This is another
way to help the CIS program.
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Girl Scout Troop 743 News…
December 8—2:30 p.m.—Halton Theatre at CPCC
Cost: $14.00 per person; Count and Money due today—Meet at St. Paul’s to drive together at 1:00 p.m.
December 10 6:30—8:00—Girl Scout Meeting; Parents will attend Cookie Training; Girls will celebrate
Christmas—Bring a $10 gift to exchange with a scout your age.
December 13—7:00 p.m.—Sleepover for older girls at St. John’s Church; Cadets, Ambassadors and Seniors
will sleep over
December 14—TBA—Santa’s Workshop at St. John’s; Cost—$10 per scout—due November 26
Daisies, Brownies and Juniors participate in crafts and fun
12 p.m. place Wreaths at National Cemetery in Salisbury
Cookie sale begins—Salisbury cookie pick-up is February 7 for troop members at 5:30 p.m.
February 8—TBA—Thinking Day at St. Paul’s; All levels attend event honoring scouting around the world
January 11—Gold Workshop—9:30—12:30 p.m. at South Rowan Library
**More details will be provided as events draw closer.

ROWAN HELPING MINISTRIES
St. Paul’s collected 86 lbs in November!
For December, items needed are:
Breakfast Cereals; Macaroni and Cheese;
Canned Meats; Muffin Mixes; Canned Vegetables; Pop Tarts; Toothbrushes.
These, and any other items are appreciated!
Thank you for your support for those in need.

INCOME AND EXPENSES
October 31, 2019
Income:$31,623 Expenses:$34,327
For October: $ 2,704 expenses over income
Year-to-date: $6,507 income over expenses
November income and expenses will be available
in the January newsletter.
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YOUTH NEWS...
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PLAY PRACTICE:
December 1st: 1:00 -2:00 pm in the Sanctuary
Dec ember 8th: No Practice!!!
December 13th: 6:00 pm Supper for all youth and their families
(provided by the Women’s group).
December 13th: 6:30-7:30 pm Friday in Sanctuary ~ Dress rehearsal
December 14th: 12-1 pm dress rehearsal Saturday in Sanctuary
December 15th: Children’s Christmas play ~
Be dressed and ready for the play in the Choir room by 10 am.

YOUTH ACTIVITIES:
December 1st: All youth to set up Luminaries at 2:30 pm with pizza at Cici’s afterward.
December 7-8: The Middle and High School Youth will go to Binns-Counts Community
Center, leaving at 7:00 am from the church on Saturday morning. We should return late
Sunday evening. Please have youth pack warm clothes and sleeping bags. The building up
there gets cold at night!
December 9-12: Sets for the Children’s Christmas Play will be constructed and decorated
for the first dress rehearsal (which is on Friday December 13th).
During worship, the grade school youth will share with the congregation “Stories of the
Savior”. Through scripture and special music they will share how God had a plan for your
salvation from the beginning. Watch how this story comes to everlasting life for you as it is
fulfilled in the birth of His Son Jesus. Please join us on December 15th for the Children‟s
Christmas play.
A special thanks to our preschool kids that will help us with a few songs.
December 15: All youth and their families will go Christmas Caroling into the community.
We will leave at 3 pm. Refreshments will be served when we return to the church.
Thank you to the Great Commission for granting the youth the funds to help cover
expenses to the Binns-Counts Community Center, for groceries and supplies for all youth
and volunteers helping with the Christmas setup.
Bishop Goodman will be in the hospital for the month of December as he goes through treatment.
Cards are welcome!
Bishop Goodman
1000 Blythe Blvd room #11018
Charlotte, NC 28203
If you are interested in helping the family with expenses, see Bishop’s GoFundMe page :
https://www.gofundme.com/f/bishop039s-aplactic-anemia?utm_source
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The Giving Heart
As we enter the Christmas season, let’s concentrate on our giving heart.
One thing that is true about giving is that you don't have to spend a lot of money. A true giving heart
can find just the right words to brighten someone else's day. You can call that person on the phone and
just see how their day is going and let them talk. Really listen to the other person and hear what they
are saying. Sometimes true feelings and hurts may be buried, and are just waiting to come out.
The art of listening comes from The Giving Heart.
The Giving heart is available. To have a giving heart you must be intentional. Even if people have hurt
you in the past, step away from the hurt and make a difference by forgiving them and the acts that they
have done against you. We have to remember that people allow the enemy to work through them.
Ask God to show you a way to be an instrument of peace in all situations.
Being a person of peace, you do not allow drama and confusion in your life. Always look towards
peace that only our Father can give us. Keep your spirit and your mind clear.
I pray that each and every one of us will continue to allow God to develop our giving heart to the
fullest. Have a wonderful and most glorious Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Jill Earnhardt, RN
Parish Nurse

WOMEN OF FAITH ~
Women of Faith study group will meet at the Cracker
Barrel at 10:00 a.m. on December 12 for our Christmas
Celebration. This year, instead of a gift exchange, we will
take up a love offering for a child in need.
Please sign up or notify Jill by December 8 if you will
attend so we can have a count for making reservations.
We look forward to seeing you there!
Jill Earnhardt, RN, Parish Nurse
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Jill Earnhardt, RN, Parish Nurse, will be
on vacation from December 24 through
January 7.
She will not be returning any calls during
her vacation time with her family.

THANK YOU‟S…

Our love and sympathy is extended to Teddy Miller
on the death of his sister, Angela Miller Dry, on
October 20.

Thank you to all who sent cards, prayers and
calls during John’s illness and death. The love
and compassion of this church was very much
appreciated! A special thank you to Jill, Pam and
all who served at John’s funeral.
Karen Girdler and family

HONORARIUM GIFT FOR DECEMBER
A gift was received for the Music Fund from Ms.
Jean Lilley in honor of Travis Alligood and Lindsay
Lowman, for their excellent service to St. Paul’s
Church.

Our Friends at the Binns-Counts Community
center were thrilled to see us hauling a 6’ x 12’
trailer loaded to the max with clothing and household items on November 8th. They were having a
clothing sale that day, so there was plenty of help
with the unloading. It was fun to visit with old
friends and make some new ones too.
We learned that the economy has slowed again,
so everything we brought will be a wonderful
blessing to someone. Sincere thanks go to those
who were able to donate items to the center.
John and Carolyn Canup

CONGRATULATIONS to Dr. Meghan Free and Joshua
Terrell on the birth of their daughter, Charlotte
Elizabeth Terrell on November 18, 2019.
Charlotte is the granddaughter of Tim and Patricia
Free (and shares her birthday with her grandmother
Patricia). Charlotte is the great-granddaughter of
Betty Monroe.
Congratulations and God‟s blessings to you all!

Dear Friends at St. Paul’s,
My mother, Zelia Padgett, would like to send a
big thank you to everyone who sends cards. She
enjoys them so much, and wants you all to know
that she appreciates them greatly!
Denise Foutz
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DECEMBER MEMORIALS
A gift was received for the General Fund in memory
of Marilyn Allerton from:
Dana and Crystal Bost
Gifts were received for the Helping Hands Fund in
memory of John H. Girdler, Jr., from:
James and Ruth Albright
Travis and Cindy Alligood
Dana and Crystal Bost
Carolyn Cress
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Goodman
A gift was received for the Parish Nurse Fund in
memory of John H. Girdler, Jr., from:
Wayne and Johnsie Taylor
Gifts were received for the Capital Building Fund in
memory of John H. Girdler, Jr., from:
Frank and Cindy Hinson
Lutheran Men at St. Paul’s
A gift was received for the Youth Fund in memory of
John H. Girdler, Jr., from:
James and Mary Lee Earnhardt
Gifts were received for the Capital Building Fund in
memory of Richard Hughes, from:
Ben and Susan Bernhardt
Dana and Crystal Bost
Alice Davis
Tim and Karen Deal
Grady and Jenny Earnhardt
Frank and Cindy Hinson
D.W. and Judi Honbarger
Lutheran Men at St. Paul’s
Wayne and Johnsie Taylor
Wayne and Jane Wilhelm
Gifts were received for the Improvement Fund in
memory of Richard Hughes, from:
Travis and Cindy Alligood
Harold and Louise Eller
Terry and Myra Jane Eller
Helen Gordon
Hugh and Kathy Wilhelm
Vaughn and Nancy Wilhelm
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A gift was received for the Youth Fund in memory
of Richard Hughes from:
James and Mary Lee Earnhardt
A gift was received for the Capital Building Fund
in memory of Debbie Lowman from:
Frank and Cindy Hinson
Gifts were received for the Capital Building Fund
in memory of James Monday, Sr., from:
Perry and Lori Bernhardt
Alice Davis
Frank and Cindy Hinson
D.W. and Judi Honbarger
Lutheran Men at St. Paul’s
Sue Young
A gift was received for the General Fund in
memory of James Monday, Sr., from:
Dana and Crystal Bost
Gifts were received for the Youth Fund in memory
of James Monday, Sr., from:
Travis and Cindy Alligood
The Coomer Family
James and Mary Lee Earnhardt
Gifts were received for the General Fund in
memory of Cynthia Nichols from:
Dana and Crystal Bost
Frank and Cindy Hinson
Wayne and Johnsie Taylor
A gift was received for the Capital Building Fund
in memory of Cynthia Nichols, from:
Tim and Karen Deal
A gift was received for the Capital Building Fund
in memory of Oleba Sebastian, from:
Frank and Cindy Hinson
A gift was received for the Youth Fund in memory
of Oleba Sebastian from:
James and Mary Lee Earnhardt
A gift was received for the General Fund in
memory of Willie Shaver from:
Wayne and Johnsie Taylor

ORDER FORM FOR LUMINARIES
In December, we will again beautify our church grounds for Christmas with our luminaries.
If you would like to sponsor a luminary, please fill out the form below and return it with your
check or cash in the offering plate or by mail.
Please make checks payable to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH.
All funds will go to the St. Paul‟s Youth Program.
In Honor of

________________________________________________________________________

In Memory of

________________________________________________________________________

By:
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Amount Given: $_________

(any amount given is appreciated)

Booklet Deadline: Sunday, December 8
A list of Luminary Sponsors will be available at the Christmas Eve Service.

11

Phone: 704-633-0922
Fax: 704-636-1300
Email: splchurch@att.net
Website: www.splcweb.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

WEEKLY WORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES:
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS:
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday
Tim Deal, Congregational Council

CHURCH STAFF:
Rev. Dr. Brad Miller
Interim Pastor
brad.churchtech@gmail.com
Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
splchurch@att.net
Katie Funderburk,
Director of Youth Ministries
splc.kfun1@gmail.com
Jill Earnhardt, Parish Nurse
RN, FCN
(704) 431-6633
jearnhardtrn@gmail.com
Louise Eller, Treasurer
leller6@gmail.com
Steve Stringer,
Music Director/Organist
stevestringermusic@gmail.com
Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Troop
Coordinator- (704) 279-7984

Anyone who has been attending St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church and feels a
desire to deepen their relationship with
the church may call or email the church
office about membership. We look
forward to having the opportunity to
talk to you about becoming members of
our congregation.

St. Paul's Lutheran Church
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)
205 St. Paul’s Church Road -~ Salisbury, NC 28146

OUR MISSION:
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ.

ORDER FORM FOR POINSETTIAS
It is time to order poinsettias to beautify our church for Christmas. The
cost per plant is $11.00 (6 inch wrapped pot).
Please fill out the information below if you would like to purchase a
poinsettia or designate a gift in lieu of a poinsettia. Make checks payable to:
ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN CHURCH. Be sure to turn in your payment with
your form and note on your envelope „poinsettia”. Orders may be placed
in the offering plate, turned in to the office, or mailed in by December 8.
In Honor of __________________________________________________
In Memory of_________________________________________________
By: _________________________________________________________
TOTAL NUMBER OF POINSETTIAS GIVEN: __________
AMOUNT GIVEN FOR POINSETTIAS: $ __________
IN LIEU OF POINSETTIAS you may make a memorial or honor gift to
the General Fund, Improvement Fund, Youth, or any other area of St. Paul's
ministry. Please make all checks payable to: ST. PAUL'S LUTHERAN
CHURCH. Clearly mark the desired fund and turn in the order form as
directed above.
FOR:________________________________________________________
(Name of Fund to receive gift.)

In Honor of __________________________________________________
In Memory of_________________________________________________
By: _________________________________________________________

Amount Given In Lieu of Poinsettias: $_________
Order Deadline: Sunday, DECEMBER 8
You may take your poinsettia after Christmas Eve Service or after worship
December 29. Poinsettias left after Sunday, December 29, will be disposed
of or given away.

