
AUGUST 16, 2020 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Invocation & Prayer of the Day 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the  + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

C: Amen 
 

P: Let us Pray. Gracious God, you welcome all who cry out to 
you, and no one is beyond the reach of your mercy. Through our 
gathering around word and meal, strengthen us to be living signs 
of your healing and mercy so that all may know your glory and 
grace; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful 
and just will forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all          
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 
P:  Most merciful God,  
C: We confess that, apart from Christ, we are in bondage to 
sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 



P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his only Son to die for 
us and, for his sake, forgives us all our sins. By the authority of 
Christ himself, I declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  + Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 
 

Opening Hymn /Instrumental 
 
 

Psalmody 
 
Psalm 67:1-7 
 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us  
 and make his face shine upon us,  
2 that your ways may be known on earth,  
 your salvation among all nations.  
3 May the peoples praise you, O God;  
 may all the peoples praise you.  
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
 for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations  
 of the earth.  
5 May the peoples praise you, O God;  
 may all the peoples praise you.  
6 Then the land will yield its harvest,  
 and God, our God, will bless us.  
7 God will bless us,  
 and all the ends of the earth will fear him.  
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Scripture Lessons 
 
First Lesson: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 
 
1 This is what the LORD says: “Maintain justice and do what is 
right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will 
soon be revealed.  
 
6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to serve him, 
to love the name of the LORD, and to worship him, all who keep 
the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my    
covenant— 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain and give 
them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and         
sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be 
called a house of prayer for all nations.” 8 The Sovereign LORD 
declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather still 
others to them besides those already gathered.”  
  

P: This is the Word of the Lord. C: Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32 
 
1 I ask then: Did God reject his people? By no means! I am an  
Israelite myself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe of   
Benjamin.  2 God did not reject his people, whom he foreknew. 
 
13 I am talking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to 
the Gentiles, I make much of my ministry 14 in the hope that I 
may somehow arouse my own people to envy and save some of 
them.  15 For if their rejection is the reconciliation of the world, 
what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?   
28 As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies on your  
account; but as far as election is concerned, they are loved on  
account of the patriarchs, 29 for God’s gifts and his call are       
irrevocable.  30 Just as you who were at one time disobedient to 
God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, 31 
so they too have now become disobedient in order that they too 
may now  receive mercy as a result of God’s mercy to you.  32 For 
God has bound all men over to disobedience so that he may have 
mercy on them all.  
 

P: This is the Word of the Lord.   C:Thanks be to God. 



The Gospel is written in the 15th chapter of St. Matthew. 
 
 
Gospel: Matthew 15:21-28 
 
21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon.  22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, 
crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter 
is suffering terribly from demon-possession.” 23 Jesus did not    
answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, 
“Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 24 He          
answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”  25 The 
woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 26 
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it 
to their dogs.” 27 “Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus          
answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.                
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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The Apostles’ Creed 
 

P: Let us join together in confessing our faith with the saints who 
have gone before us, in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,   
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy Christian church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
 
Sermon  
 
 
Music 
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Prayers of the Church 
 

P: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and 
for all people, according to their needs. 
 

P: Lord in your mercy.     
C:  Hear our prayer. 
 

P: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,    
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

C: Amen 
 
 
The Lords Prayer 
 

P: Now let us join together in the prayer our Lord has taught us. 
 
 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy   
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our           
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever.  Amen. 
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Closing Hymn/Instrumental 
 
P: Lord, now let your servants depart in peace, according to your 
word; for our eyes have seen your salvation that you have         
prepared in the presence of all peoples—a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. (Luke 2:29-32) 

 
C: We give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus 
Christ your dear Son, that you have protected us through the 
night from all danger and harm.  We ask you to preserve us 
and keep us this day also, from all sin and evil—that in all our 
thoughts, words, and deeds, we may serve and please you.  
Into your hands we commend our bodies and souls and all 
that is ours.  Let your holy angels have charge of us, that the 
wicked one have no power over us.  Amen. 
 
Benediction & Dismissal 
 

P: May the Lord Bless us, defend us from all evil, and bring us to     
everlasting life. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God! 
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