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 A Word from Pastor Ryman
 Renovations to the parsonage are taking a little longer than expected for a variety of 
reasons. But it is coming along, and we hope to move in by early June. We are grateful for 
the hard work of our property brothers and sisters, and are calling Rockwell home in the 
meanwhile. 
 We are also feeling right at home at St. Paul’s, and Pentecost Sunday helped. It 
was a great day. As is typical in Lutheran churches, confi rmands were presented to 
the congregation. German Jaramillo, Summer Waller, Bishop Goodman, and Lindsey 
Whisnant (as appearing L-R below) were confi rmed. Following worship, we met on the 
porch for a group photo, then met in the shelter for our fi rst meal together in a very long 
time. It was 
great to be able 
to sit around 
and visit long 
aft er desserts 
were enjoyed. 
 I would 
write more for 
this month’s 
Epistle, but I 
want you to 
enjoy these 
photos.
          —Mark 



Congratulations Graduates!
Harley Amos from UNC Ashevill e

All yson Harkey from Mt. Pleasant High School
Corbin Menius from Jesse C. Carson High School

Mackenzie Menius from UNC at Charlott e, BA in Communications
Anderson Moore from Jesse C. Carson High School

Pastor Visits
 Pastor Ryman would love a chance to visit with you. He has already visited quite a few 
members, but his goal is to visit with everyone, in order to get better aquainted.
We will be calling you soon to schedule a time. If you prefer, you may go ahead and call 
the church offi  ce so we can get you on the calendar. (704-633-0922)

Scheduled at a Glance 
 May 31 Memorial Day – Church Offi  ce closed
 June 6 Biscuits & Beverges in the fellowship hall, 8:30am
 June 10 Lutheran Men meet at 6:30pm
 June 13 Youth Sunday, 10:30 Worship Service
 June 15 Executive Committee meets at 7:00pm 
 June 19 Be the Match Drive-thru Event, 11:00am – 4:00pm
 June 21 Chuch Council meets at 6:30pm

Be the Match Drive-Th ru Testing
 Wayland Pressley, was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia on April 16. He will 
need a bone marrow/stem cell transplant at the end of June or early July. His mother, 
Elaine Barton, is hosting a drive to get more people on the registry. Th ey are not members 
of St. Paul's, but are part of our community, as he attended Faith Elementary, Southeast 
Middle, and Carson High School. Please try to make time to help, and drive through St. 
Paul's parking lot on June 19, 11:00am – 4:00pm.

Lutheran Men
 St. Paul’s Lutheran Men will have their monthly meeting on June 10th at 6:30pm in the 
fellowship hall. Th is month, the meal is provided by Paul and Wilbur Canup, devotions by 
Wayne Taylor, and the program, entitled “A Brief History of Printing” by Pastor Ryman. 
We look forward to seeing you there! 



Lutheran Women
 Hama Lingle Circle meets Monday, June 1, at 7:00pm in the conference room.
 Grace Ridenhour Circle meets Tuesday, June 2, at 6:30pm in the fellowship hall. 
 Ellen Bumgarner Circle meets Wednesday, June 3, at 9:30am in the ladies parlor. 
 Bonnie Bost Circle meets tuesday, June 8, at 7:00pm in the conference room. 

 Bonnie Hinson will share the conclusion of the program on the book of Matthew for 
the Bonnie Bost Circle meeting on June 8. All members of the circle are asked to bring a 
snack to share. New members are always welcome!

Sunday School Classes 
Sunday School classes have resumed, and there is a class for all age groups. 
Classes are subdivided as follows:

  Pre-K - Teachers and assistants needed
  K-5 - Upstairs Educational Building (Crystal Canup)
  6-12 - Upstairs (Kenneth Whisnant, Joshua Canup, and Heather Canup)
 Adult Class - Conference Room (George Barringer)
 Adult Class - Ladies’ Parlor (Louise Eller)
 Adult Class - Fellowship Hall (Diff erent teachers will rotate schedule) 

Biscuits & Beverages will be available in the fellowship hall at 8:30am on June 6. 
Be sure to stop in and enjoy breakfast before Sunday School.

May Blood Drive
 Th anks to all who donated at our May blood drive. Forty-eight donors registered, fi ve 
were deferred, and with three people giving doubles, the total units collected was forty-six. 
Th e best thing about our May drive is that 11 new persons were added to our donor base. 
Th e 46 units collected means that up to 138 persons can be helped by our blood drive. St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church collects more units of blood than any other site in Rowan County.

Youth Events Coming Up
 June 6th, 3:00pm: Youth and Family Committee meets 
 with parents.
 June 13th, Youth Sunday: youth will participate in leading our      
 worship service
 June 13th, 3:30-5:00: Bible Study (all youth)
 June 27th, 2:00-5:00pm: All youth to Dan Nicholas Park



Th e Outreach Committee
 According St. Paul’s Constitution, standing committees should have at least 9 members 
at all times, with 3 rotating off  each year. Currently, there are only 5 members on this 
committee, so they would appreciate some help.
 Th e Continuing Resolution states: Th e purpose of this committee shall be to stimulate 
and lead all members of the congregation in continuous, and from time to time, concrete 
endeavors to reawaken the spiritually indiff erent and to reach the un-saved with the 
Gospel. To this end, the committee shall devote itself to deepening spiritual life and also 
strive to keep the congregation involved in our community. 
 It shall extend Christian compassion and helpfulness to the ill, the aged, the orphaned, 
the underprivileged, the imprisoned and, in general, to persons of all ages in need of 
aid in body or soul. Toward this eff ort, it shall strive to enlist as many as possible of the 
individual members and organizations of the congregation. 
 Th is committee shall further have the duty to study social conditions and issues, 
primarily in the local community, in order to bring the cleansing and healing light of 
Christian truth to bear upon critical problems through thoughtful Christian discussion of 
facts and issues. 
 It shall be responsible for the instruction and receiving of new members to St. Paul's. 
It shall be responsible for the annual gathering, recruiting, and networking of members 
into small group ministries, as well as encouraging new small group opportunities based 
on individual member's gift s and passions. Th e committee's eff orts will lead to responsible 
Christian life and grateful giving.
 Please prayerfully consider taking part in this ministry. You may contact Heather 
Canup, the committee chairperson, at 336-408-0500, or email hcanup25@gmail.com.

Rowan Helping Ministries
 Items needed this month for the food pantry are listed below. At the end of April, St. 
Paul’s delivered 21 lbs. to RHM. Wish List for RHM Food Pantry: canned soup, canned 
fruit and meats, breakfast cereal, oatmeal, rice, pasta, potato fl akes 
 Items needed in other areas of RHM are listed in their newsletter online at 
http://www.rowanhelpingministries.org/wish-list.

Lights Out
 A reminder for everyone: When leaving the church, please be sure you have turned 
lights out in bathrooms, hallways, etc. Also, please be sure all doors are locked when you 
leave. Th ank you.



Stephen Ministry
 It’s been two months now since our Stephen Ministers have been commissioned, and 
I’m happy to report that all is well, and running smoothly. Th e lucky folks who have been 
assigned a lay minister seem very happy about it, and your lay ministers have settled into 
their assignments with professionalism and enthusiasm. I am so proud of them, excited for 
our congregation, and extremely happy that this fi rst class of commissioned lay ministers 
are so good at their calling.
 I would very much like to conduct another series of lessons, and commission our 2nd 
group. If you are interested, let me know. I will get you an application as quickly as I can.
 Very soon, one of our lay ministers will be telling you about this during church, and 
next month, we’ll read a paragraph or two from one of them telling you what the ministry 
means to them. We thank you for your support of our Stephen Ministry program.
           Jan McCanless 
 

Ever Wonder What to Say? 
 Th e Stephen Minister training program is made up of a lot of information about how 
to help people during life challenges. Th ere are chapters involving grief, depression, aging, 
divorce, and medical crisis, to name a few. Th e training involves a lot of reading, but none 
of it is hard. Th e manuals go over information and include examples of how to handle 
diff erent situations. Jan McCanless led a very easy class (no testing every week). Jan would 
like to start another class in August to be done before the holidays start. Let her know if 
you are interested.
 During all the training the main thought is confi dentiality. Stephen Ministers are 
caregivers, but will not share with anyone about our meetings and discussions. Although 
we are out there doing a ministry, it is not one that will be shared with the congregation.
 So, if you ever wonder what to say to someone experiencing some of life challenges, 
think about taking a Stephen Minister class. Sometimes you don’t have to say anything...
just being there is enough.

Susan Bernhardt

A Note of Belated Th anks
 I wish to thank the members who prayed, sent cards, or called during my recuperation 
from hip surgery and an auto accident. Iit means so much to be a part of St. Paul’s caring 
congregation. Also, thank you for the many birthday cards and wishes for my 80th. May 
God continue to bless St. Paul’s congregation. I love you.

Betty Niedens (and Ed)



Congratulations to Alex and Nicole Free on the birth of a daughter, Emerson, who was 
born May 25, 2021. Grandparents are Tim and Patricia Free. Great-grandmother is 

Betty Monroe.

Memorial Gift s
Gift s were received in memory of Alan Champion, for the Capital Building Fund, from:
 Ben and Susan Bernhardt
 Dana and Crystal Bost
 Tim and Karen Deal
 Wayne and Bonnie Hinson 

A gift  was received in memory of Mib (Milbron) Potts, for the General Fund, from:
 Shirlene Potts and Brian

Gift s were received in memory of Esther Wilhelm, for the General Fund at St. Paul’s, from:
 Jerry and Linda Beaver
 Mark and Libby McLean
 Wayne and Jane Wilhelm

A gift  was received in honor of the Property Committee, from:
 A Friend in Christ

 St. Paul’s extends our love and sympathy to the family of our brother in Christ, Alan 
Champion, who passed away Monday, May 17th, joining the Church Triumphant. 

Income and Expenses for April 2021
Income: $30,941 Expenses: $25,747

Income over Expense for April: $5,194

Capital Building Fund  
as of April 30: $167,891

May income/expenses will be in the July Newsletter.



We are now in the season of the church called Pentecost. Here are a few thoughts on the 
lessons from Pentecost Sunday, May 23. You may listen to sermons and off ertories on-line 
at http://www.splcweb.org/worship/worship-recordings. 

Who can make dead, dry bones come back to life? Who can make those bones live 
a better life? God can do so by putting his Spirit in those bones. His Spirit has 

brought life from the beginning and will do so in our ending. Th e darkness of death awak-
ens in his light. We cannot hide from his Spirit. He seeks us out, fi nds us, and gives us new 
life by pouring out his Spirit upon us and within us, convicting us of sin, righteousness, 
and judgment, then guiding us to the truth of his gospel. God has spoken it; he will do it.
 Our fi rst lesson, Ezekiel 37:1–14, shows us that the Spirit of God uses the Word of 
God to bring life. He uses his church to do this. Even as Ezekiel was commanded to speak 
to dead, dry bones (a rather foolish-looking mission) so that they might live, we are called 
to go into all parts of the world with the Word of God. It may seem like a foolish task to go 
into some places, to share the gospel with lost, spiritually dead folks, but this is precisely 
our call. One does not have to imagine the dismay of Ananias when told to go to Saul of 
Tarsus. We are told how foolish he thought the enterprise (Acts 9:13-14). Yet, the Lord said, 
Go,” and go Ananias did, just as Ezekiel obeyed. Th e result was that a man who had been 
so dead in his spirit that he murdered countless souls because they called upon the name 
of Christ was fi lled with the Holy Spirit. Th e Spirit has fi lled us, too, and we must go and 
proclaim Christ to dead, dry bones everywhere because God knows and loves even the 
dead (Psalm 116:15).
 Acts 2:1–21 tells us that fl ames danced over the heads of the disciples. Perhaps this is 
Luke’s way of describing a supernatural event. At very least, we have faith that God was at 
work in a diff erent and mighty way that fi rst Pentecost of his church. We must believe that 
the Spirit is still working in the lives of those who gather together for worship and fellow-
ship. Jesus promised to pour out his Spirit upon all believers, and that means something 
glorious is about to happen. Th e focus should not be on what it looks like but on its con-
tent, that the word of God is proclaimed. Th is is how the Spirit glorifi es the Son and lights 
up the Church. 
 Th e Holy Spirit is seen in the Gospel Lesson (John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 ) as being sent 
by the Son from the Father. As the Nicene Creed states, the Holy Spirit “proceeds from the 
Father and the Son.” Th erefore, the Spirit is able to help us through the same diffi  culties 
Jesus faced (Hebrews 4:15). He also supports Christ’s church in accomplishing her mission 
(Matthew 28:19-20) by convicting the world about sin and righteousness and judgment. 
Moreover, the Spirit guides the once and future disciples in all truth, helping them com-
prehend his word. All of this has the primary aim of glorifying Jesus Christ—and that is 
when the Pentecost fl ames dance. 



Solve the crossword puzzle reading and answering questions from the Pentecost Sunday 
lessons: Ezekiel 37:1–14; Psalm 139:1–16; Acts 2:1–21; and John 15:26–27; 16:4b–15. Th e 
English Standard Version (ESV) of the Holy Bible was used to create the crossword. 

Across
5. By bringing the words of Christ to disciples’ 
remembrance, the Holy Spirit does what to 
Jesus? Re: v14.
6. God has searched us and what else?
7. Where did the hand of the Lord set down 
the prophet?
10. Some believed the disciples were not fi lled 
with the Spirit but fi lled with this kind of spir-
its.
11. Th ere were Jews and who else who heard 
about the mighty works of God in their various 
tongues?
12. What did God want the bones to listen to, 
or hear?
14. Th e mighty sound that the disciples heard 
fi lled this.
16. Th e Spirit will guide disciples into all truth, 
by fi rst convicting them of sin, righteousness, 
and what else?
18. In the last days, sons and daughters and 
who else will prophesy?
23. God asked Ezekiel if these dead bones 
could do this.
24. In the last days, young men will see these.
26. Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be what?
27. Peter insisted that the disciples were not in 
this state.
28. Th e Holy Spirit is named the Spirit of what 
at the beginning of the Gospel Lesson?
30. Th is is as bright as the day to God.
31. What kind of tongues rested on each of the 
disciples?
32. Peter lift ed this up.
34. In the last days, the moon will be turned to 
this.
35. What knows the wonderful works of God?

37. God’s what will lead us and hold us?
38. When the Spirit comes, he will do this to 
the world.

Down
1. God is acquainted with our what?
2. What was in the valley where Ezekiel was 
delivered by God’s Spirit?
3. Th is festival occurs seven weeks aft er the 
Passover, and now commemorates the outpour-
ing of the Holy Spirit.
4. When the breath came into the bones they 
rose to their feet and became what?
8. Th e disciples spoke in other tongues. What 
is another name for tongues?
9. Th e people were amazed to hear the disci-
ples speaking in other languages because all the 
disciples were what?
10. God formed us here.
12. Th e disciples would bear what to Jesus?
13. Because Jesus told his disciples what would 
happen, their hearts were fi lled with this.
15. What kind of bones were in the valley or 
the plain where Ezekiel found himself?



Pentecost 
Crossword

17. As God raised the army in the valley, he 
will also raise us from what?
19. God puts him within us so that we will live.
20. In the last days, according to Joel, God will 
p0ur out his Spirit on all this.
21. In the last days, God will show these in the 
heavens and upon the earth.
22. Th e days of our lives were written here long 
before our births.
25. God will make us live because he has done

this. Re: v14. 
27. In the last days, old men will dream these.
29. When Peter addressed the crowd, it was 
this hour.
33. Peter addressed the crowd as being people 
from here.
34. Th e dead bones would live when this en-
tered them.
36. What was the sound that the disciples 
heard on the day of Pentecost?



Heroes of God
K-5 Day Camp

We know that you and your children have tons of things to do over the summer: sports 
camps, family vacations, and jobs. But if you believe that growing in faith and devoting 

our lives to Jesus Christ is top priority, then please invest in Day Camp for your Kindergarten 
through Fift h Grade kids, the week of July 18–23, 2021. 

• Our K–5 Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, Salem, 
St. Paul’s, and Union Lutheran churches. 

• K–5 Day Camp will meet at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

• College students will lead the experience, with pastors assisting. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 18th, at 4:00pm. Campers and parents may meet all of 
the leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn about the upcoming week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00am and concludes at 4:00pm, Monday through Th ursday.  

• Th ursday evening at 6:00pm there will be an ice cream social and a closing program for family 
and friends. 

• Th e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

• Your child will participate in interactive singing, creative craft s, engaging Bible lessons, games, 
and more fun than they can imagine.
• Th e cost of Day Camp is $100. Speak with Pastor about scholarships.

• Volunteers are needed—ages high school and up. Talk to Pastor. 

Kindergarten – Fift h Grades  •  July 18–23, 2021
Games, craft s, skits, Bible stories, singing, and lots of fun!

— Friends welcome —



David: Hero of God
Youth Day Camp

• Our Middle School & High School Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, Salem, St. 
Paul’s, and Union Lutheran churches. 

• Youth Day Camp will meet at Union Lutheran Church, 4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury. 

• Pastors and other adults from our churches will lead the experience. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 25th, at 4:00pm. Campers and parents may meet all of 
the pastors and leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn about the upcoming week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00am and concludes at 4:00pm, Monday through Th ursday.  

• Th ursday evening at 6:00pm there will be an ice cream social and a program for family and 
friends. 

• Your youth will participate in interactive singing, creative craft s, engaging Bible study, fun 
outings and games, and lots of fun.
• Th e cost of Day Camp is only $50. Speak with Pastor about scholarships.

• Volunteers are needed even though the event is being held at Union.
 

Middle & High School  •  July 25–29, 2021
Games, craft s, skits, Bible studies, singing, and lots of fun!

— Friends welcome —



St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

O U R  M I S S I O N
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ

Phone: 704-633-0922 ~ Fax: 704-636-1300
Email: splchurch@att.net

Website: www.splcweb.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

O F F I C E  H O U R S
Monday – Th ursday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12 Noon

C H U R C H  S TA F F
Rev. Mark Ryman, Pastor

revryman@gmail.com 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
splchurch@att.net

George Barringer, Council President
gsbarringer@carolina.rr.com

Connie Burleson, Organist
connieburleson@yahoo.com

Judy Lowman, Treasurer
jllowman@carolina.rr.com

Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Coordinator 704-279-7984

A Note About Our Newsletter
 St. Paul’s newsletter, the “Monthly Epistle,” is intended to keep everyone informed 
about happenings within the congregation that eff ect and contribute to our ministry  
together. In order to maximize reach and minimize cost, the preferred methods of 
distribution are by email, and posting on our St. Paul’s website (www.splcweb.org). All 
members are encouraged to use the newsletter as a resource to help you consider how 
God is calling you to be involved in the life of his church. If you are unable to access the 
newsletter online, or would just like to have a printed copy to refer to, the most cost-
eff ective way to receive it is to pick up a copy from the church offi  ce or in the narthex. We 
mail copies to those members whom we know don’t have online access, are shut-in, or live 
out of town. If you want to be added to our email list, or to the mailing list, pease contact 
the church offi  ce.


