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  It is almost moving day. In fact, when you read this, we will have already moved. Well, 
sort of. By the time you receive the May Epistle, the Ryman household will have been 
unloaded at the parsonage. But the Rymans themselves will be in San Antonio at a pastors’ 
conference. When we return, the task of unpacking and setting up our new home will be 
upon us. 
 It is our desire that the parsonage becomes a home for you too. We will be having an 
open house sometime this Summer. We have to get unboxed, set up, and rested fi rst, but 
we’ll let you know the date of the open house soon. We hope you will come. 
 Susan and I are very grateful to the property brothers and sisters for the hard work 
they have put in to making the parsonage a nice place for us to live. We can’t wait to 
see the fi nal pieces drop into place. If you haven’t seen the work, check out the church’s 
Facebook page for ongoing photo updates. www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC 
 Living here in Salisbury will add nine hours to my week—those nine hours I have 
been driving back and forth from Mebane each week since the beginning of the year. 
Lately, Susan has been driving separately for midweek Bible studies. She accompanies 
our prayer services on the keyboard, and likes to be with everyone for the studies on 
Wednesday nights and  ursday mornings. So, the move will save her some driving time 
as well. 
 We greatly appreciate Mita and Jeff  Powlas having us stay with them three nights 
a week, but living in the parsonage seven days a week will allow us more time with the 
church, living right in the middle of your life together.  is is what we’ve enjoyed most of 
all this year: being plugged in to a Christian community again. And St. Paul’s is a good one 
to be a part of. 
 As the pandemic wanes, we look forward to meeting more of you.  ere are already 
new faces in worship every Sunday—just enough to send Susan and me scurrying to the 
pictorial directory to make sure we have a decent chance of remembering the new names 
with the right faces the next time we see them at St. Paul’s. 
 Attendance for worship, as well as Sunday School, is rising each week, as people get 
vaccinated and generally feel more comfortable getting out around people again. Worship 
and other activities of the church are mask optional now but a “mask only” worship area 
is still available in the fellowship hall. If neither of those works for you right now, we hope 
you will take advantage of the live stream video on our website and Facebook page at 
10:30 Sunday mornings. 
 We are singing the liturgy and hymns again. It’s good to be back. And with being back, 
come other activities of the church, including confi rmation of fi ve of our youth on the 
23rd, with a potluck a er worship in the shelter. Look for more information on that day’s 
events in this newsletter. 
 And look for the Rymans across the street later this month!   
   Pastor Ryman 
 



New Organist
 

 We are happy to announce that Connie Burleson has been approved by Council as 
the new organist at St. Paul’s. Connie’s fi rst Sunday with us is May 2nd. Welcome Connie! 

Lights Out
 A reminder for everyone: When leaving the church, please be sure you have 
turned lights out in bathrooms, hallways, etc. Also, please be sure all doors are locked 
when you leave.  ank you.

Scheduled at a Glance 
 April 26 Moving week for the Rymans
 May 1 Scholarship Applications are due. 
 May 2-8 Pastor and Susan Ryman–Pastor’s Conference and vacation
 May 9  Mother’s Day
 May 16 Reception to honor Louise Eller at noon
 May 16 Christian Education Committee meets at 3:30
 May 16 Youth hotdog roast and games at 6:00

May 23 Pentecost Sunday & Confi rmation; congregational photo; potluck lunch 
May 31 Memorial Day – church offi  ce closed

Sunday School Classes 
Sunday School classes have resumed, and there is a class for all age groups. 
Classes are subdivided as follows:

 Pre-K - Pastor will email potential teachers
 K-5 - to be taught by Crystal Canup (assistants needed)
 6-12 - to be taught by Kenneth Whisnant, Joshua Canup, and Heather Canup
 Adult Class - taught by George Barringer
 Adult Class - taught by Louise Eller
 Adult Class - Pastor Ryman will teach for the fi rst 6 weeks to model how this class   
 can work with Sola material.

 e Outreach Committee needs your help. 
 Standing committees, according St. Paul’s Constitution, should have at least 9 
members, with 3 rotating off  each year. Currently, there are only 5 members on this 
committee. Please prayerfully consider taking part in this ministry.



Deadline: May 1st for Scholarship Applications
 If you plan to go to college for the next school year, and you would like to apply for 
the scholarships that St. Paul’s off ers to our members, be sure to have your application(s) 
turned in to the church offi  ce before May 1, 2021. 
 Information about each scholarship is available, along with the application, on the 
website at splcweb.org/resources/scholarships, or you may pick one up from the church 
offi  ce or from the narthex.
 
Lutheran Women
 Hama Lingle Circle –  e Hama Lingle Circle will resume their monthly meetings on 
the fi rst Monday of each month, beginning May 3rd.  e group will meet at 7:00pm in the 
Conference Room.
 Ellen Bumgarner Circle –  e Bumgarner Circle will meet on the fi rst Wednesday of 
each month at 9:30am in the ladies parlor.  e May meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, 
May 5th.
 Grace Ridenhour Circle -  e Grace Ridenhour Circle will meet on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm (note the time change) in the fellowship hall.  e May 
meeting is on Tuesday, May 11th. 

Midweek Bible Study & Prayer
Join Susan and Pastor Mark for evening prayer on Wednesdays at 6:00pm and 

for morning prayer  ursdays at 10:00am. We meet in the fellowship hall and have 
a discussion of that day’s readings from the Daily Lectionary. We are in Year 1 of the 
daily Bible readings. You may jump in at any time. Bible study and prayer will continue 
throughout the year.

We will not have class April 28 – 29 & May 5 – 6,  due to the Rymans’ schedule for 
moving to Salisbury, and the pastors’ conference. Class will resume on May 12 and 13.
 
Video Devotions
 Pastor Ryman records a daily devotional video called “Reading the Bible with 
Luther.” Each of these daily video devotions stands on its own and is about 5–6 minutes in 
length.  e devotions are on the church website (www.splcweb.org/resources/devotions) 
and on our Facebook page.



Mothers’ Day – May 9th
 To all the mothers, and those who are mother fi gures
in our lives  we appreciate you, and we gives thanks to God
for you all!

Pentecost Sunday, May 23, 2021
Confi rmation Sunday

 On Pentecost Sunday, the four Confi rmands from 2020, will join with the one 
Confi rmand from this year’s class, to be confi rmed during the worship service on May 23. 
 Confi rmands are Bishop Goodman, German Jaramillo, Summer Waller, Lindsey 
Whisnant, and Colin Williams.
 We are asking everyone to please wear red on Pentecost Sunday. 
 We will all meet on the front steps for a congregational photo a er worship, and then 
enjoy a potluck lunch together at the picnic shelter.

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 
2Suddenly, a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 

came from heaven and fi lled the whole house where they were sitting. 
3 ey saw what seemed to be tongues of fi re that separated 
and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were fi lled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues 

as the Spirit enabled them.
(Acts 2:1-4 NIV)





Blood Drive – Monday, May 10
  e second blood drive of 2021 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church will be held on Monday, 
May 10th, from 12:30pm – 6:30pm, in the Fellowship Hall. Entrance will be through the 
double doors. Masks will be required. All registration, history, etc., will be done in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 Anyone who has donated in the past will be sent an appointment time beginning 
April 27th. If you have not donated at our church, and would like an appointment, please 
contact Alice Davis at pherford1@yahoo.com or 704-855-4930.  e church is always 
in need of new donors to replace those who can no longer donate because of health or 
medication issues. Please consider donating a unit of blood that may be the “gi  of life” for 
up to three people.



Upcoming Youth Events 
 May 16th, 5:00pm: Hot dog roast and games for all youth
 June 13th, 3:30-5:00: Bible Study (all youth)
 June 27th, 2:00pm: All youth to Dan Nicholas Park

 All youth and their families are invited to the church on Sunday, May 16th, for games 
and hotdogs. Games begin at 5:00pm. Each family is asked to bring a dessert to share.

Memorial Day – May 31st
  e church offi  ce will be closed on Monday, May 31st, in observance of Memorial Day.

Rowan Helping Ministries
 Items needed this month for the food pantry are listed below. At the end of March, St. 
Paul’s delivered 132 lbs. to RHM! Items needed in other areas of RHM are listed in their 
newsletter online at http://www.rowanhelpingministries.org/wish-list.

 April Wish List for RHM Food Pantry – canned soup, canned fruit and meats, 
breakfast cereal, oatmeal, rice, pasta, potato fl akes 

Answers to Mothers of the Bible Crossword



Memorial Gi s...
Gi s were received in memory of Jack Hendren - 
 for the General Fund, from Desi T. Weber-Neal
 for the Capital Building Fund, from St. Paul’s Lutheran Men

A gi  was received in memory of Helen Wagoner’s birthday, for the Capital Building Fund, 
from Sybil Athey.

A gi  was recieved in memory of Zelia Padgett’s April 9th birthday, for the Capital 
Building Fund, from her daughter, Denise Foutz. 

A gi  was received in memory of Esther P. Wilhelm, for the Improvement Fund, from 
Wayne and Jane Wilhelm.

A gi  was recieved in honor of Mary Sherrill’s 100th birthday (in March), for the Capital 
Building Fund, from the Lutheran Women of St. Paul’s.

A gi  was recieved in honor of Jan McCanless, for the Capital Building Fund, 
from Sarah Goodman.

A gi  was recieved in honor of Sarah Goodman, for the Helping Hands Fund, 
from Dottie Stancil.

Harley Amos has announced her graduation from the UNC at Asheville. Harley 
graduates May 8th with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Environmental Studies, Ecology 
and Biology, with a Math minor. Congratulations Harley!

Holy Baptism April 11th, 2021
We welcomed Nora Miriam Canup into our church family with her baptism on April 

11th. Nora is the daughter of Josh and Danielle Canup.

Communion Set and Pitcher
An extra pitcher, a chalice & plate (communion set) has been given to the church by 

Bonnie and Wayne Hinson.  ese items are on the altar in the chapel. 
We are thankful for Bonnie and Wayne, not only for these gi s, but for all the many 

things they do here at St. Paul’s. 



Our love and sympathy to Pastor DJ Lura and family, on the death of DJ’s mother, 
Terrie Lura. Mrs. Lura died Monday, April 12 from cancer. Pastor DJ is one of the 

pastors at Atonement Lutheran Church in Fargo, North Dakota.

Love and sympathy is extended to the family members of Esther P. Wilhelm, who 
passed away April 16th. Ms. Wilhelm’s graveside funeral was held April 22nd in St. 

Paul’s cemetery.

Love and sympathy is extended to Susie Page on the death of her sister, Kat 
McDonald. Ms. McDonald passed away on April 22nd.

Income and Expenses for March 2021
Income: $36,488 Expenses: $27,691

Income over Expense for March: $8,797

Capital Building Fund  
As of March 31: $165,321

April income/expenses will be in the June Newsletter.



Heroes of God
K-5 Day Camp

e know that you and your children have tons of things to do over the summer: sports 
camps, family vacations, and jobs. But if you believe that growing in faith and devoting 

our lives to Jesus Christ is top priority, then please invest in Day Camp for your Kindergarten 
through Fi  h Grade kids, the week of July 18–23, 2021. 

• Our K–5 Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, Salem, St. Paul’s, and Union  
Lutheran churches. 

• Day Camp will meet at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

• College students will lead the experience, with pastors assisting. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 18th, at 4:00 . Campers and parents may meet 
all of the leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn about the upcoming week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00  and concludes at 4:00 , Monday through  ursday.  

•  ursday evening at 6:00  there will be an ice cream social and a closing program for 
family and friends. 

•  e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

• Your child will participate in interactive singing, creative cra  s, engaging Bible lessons, 
games, and more fun than they can imagine.

•  e cost of Day Camp is $100. Speak with Pastor about scholarships.

• Volunteers are needed ages high school and up. Talk to Pastor. 

Kindergarten – Fi h Grades  •  July 18–23, 2021

Games, cra s, skits, Bible stories, singing, and lots of fun!

— Friends welcome —



David: Hero of God
Youth Day Camp

• Our Middle School & High School Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, 
Salem, St. Paul’s, and Union Lutheran churches. 

• Day Camp will meet at Union Lutheran Church, 4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury. 

• Pastors and other adults from our churches will lead the experience. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 25th, at 4:00 . Campers and parents may meet  
all of the pastors and leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn about the upcoming week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00  and concludes at 4:00 , Monday through  ursday.  

•  ursday evening at 6:00  there will be an ice cream social, a program for family and  
friends, followed by an overnight camp. Breakfast will be provided in the morning.

•  e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

• Your youth will participate in interactive singing, creative cra  s, engaging Bible study, 
fun outings and games, and lots of fun.

•  e cost of Day Camp is only $50. Speak with Pastor about scholarships.

• Volunteers are needed even though the event is being held at Union. 

Middle & High School  •  July 25–30, 2021

Games, cra s, skits, Bible studies, singing, and lots of fun!

— Friends welcome —



St. Paul’s Lutheran Chuc
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

O U R  M I S S I O N
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ

Phone: 704-633-0922 ~ Fax: 704-636-1300
Email: splchurch@att.net

Website: www.splcweb.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

O F F I C E  H O U R S
Monday –  ursday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12 Noon

C H U R C H  S TA F F
Rev. Mark Ryman, Pastor

revryman@gmail.com 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
splchurch@att.net

George Barringer, Council President
gsbarringer@carolina.rr.com

Connie Burleson, Organist
connieburleson@yahoo.com

Judy Lowman, Treasurer
jllowman@carolina.rr.com

Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Coordinator 704-279-7984

A Note About Our Newsletter
Our St. Paul’s newsletter, the “Monthly Epistle,” is intended to keep everyone informed 
about happenings within the congregation that eff ect and contribute to our ministry  
together. In order to maximize reach and minimize cost, the preferred methods of 
distribution are by email, and posting on our St. Paul’s website (www.splcweb.org). All 
members are encouraged to use the newsletter as a resource to help you consider how 
God is calling you to be involved in the life of his church. If you are unable to access the 
newsletter online, or would just like to have a printed copy to refer to, the most cost-
eff ective way to receive it is to pick up a copy from the church offi  ce or in the narthex, 
where they are made available a er each publication. We mail copies to those members 
whom we know don’t have online access, are shut-in, or live out of town. If you require a 
copy to be mailed to you, and are not already receiving it, please contact the church offi  ce.


