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 Last I wrote here, renovations were about to begin on the parsonage. Since then, 
the property brothers, with help from some sisters too, have been hard at work on the 
parsonage.  e kitchen and baths have been taken down to the studs and fl oorboards, new 
wiring has been run, repairs to fl ooring and wall supports have been made, appliances, 
fl ooring, cabinets, and counter tops are ordered and mostly delivered already, and a 
hundred other details tended to that cannot be listed here. 
 My point is: it’s happening. Everyone has pitched in to pull off  getting Susan and 
Mark into the parsonage. What that means is, you are making it possible for us to be more 
fully involved in the life of your congregation. We think that is important; it’s a message we 
want heard. We want to be involved in your life, and we want you to be involved in ours. 
Living in the parsonage is a great way to begin having that happen. 
 With the downturn of the coronavirus, we are looking forward to opening up 
activities at St. Paul’s.  at means the Rymans will be right in the thick of things. For 
example, we will be recognizing our Confi rmands on Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd. A er 
the service, we will do two more things together. One, we will take a group photo on the 
front porch and steps. Two, we will have a covered dish lunch together in our shelter. Your 
Council President remarked that by then, I would be able to walk home and thereby, burn 
off  some of those potluck calories. Indeed.
  e takeaway from that exchange is that the Rymans will be there—walking 
and calories aside. We want to be involved in the life of St. Paul’s. We hope you do too. 
Pentecost Sunday is only one example. Don’t forget to wear red for the aforementioned 
photograph. We will take another group photo on Reformation Sunday (October 31st, 
wear red for that one too) so that I will have had time to walk off  even more calories 
before the next photo. 
 Toward that end, Greg Wilhelm has plowed a nice garden for us behind the 
parsonage. I will be planting that soon—a little late but we do what we can in the midst of 
commuting, working, and moving. 
 Speaking of moving: Our house in Mebane sold without even listing it. We move 
on April 28th and hand over the keys on the 30th.  e movers are coming whether the 
parsonage is ready or not. Is that moving out in faith? Perhaps. But we have seen the will 
of the Lord in this call from the outset. Each step of the way, he has met us on the road and 
encouraged us to keep moving forward.  is seems much the same. Besides, we are pretty 
confi dent in those property brothers and sisters to move mountains to get us here. So… 
 Ready or not, here we come! 



Recognition of Stephen Ministers 
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021
 Palm Sunday, we will welcome our fi rst class of Stephen Ministers.  ey have 
worked hard and diligently so that they may serve our congregation in a competent, 
confi dent, confi dential way.  ey are here to serve anyone who needs them during 
especially stressful times, for long or short duration. If you need them, they are here. 

 You’ll be hearing from them periodically in the Epistle. Please off er your love and 
congratulations to Susan Bernhardt, Sarah Boothroyd, Carolyn Canup, Louise Eller, Sarah 
Goodman, and Allison Moore.

 Stephen Ministry is open to men and women who are empathetic and caring 
people of God, and will bring love and comfort to those needing a special touch–
love with “skin on.” If you are interested, or would like to inquire about the next series of 
training classes, please see Jan McCanless, or notify the church offi  ce.

You are invited to a reception for our new Stephen Ministers: 
Susan Bernhardt, Sarah Boothroyd, Carolyn Canup, 

Louise Eller, Sarah Goodman, and Allison Moore 

in the fellowship hall a er worship on March 28. Please stop in to thank them for their 
work in completing the training classes, and for their dedication to St. Paul’s congregation. 

Sunday School
 Council has approved a recommendation from the Christian Education 
Committee to resume Sunday School at 9:30am beginning Sunday, April 11. Classes will 
be subdivided based on how many adults/children show up.  e plan is to see how this 
goes, and re-evaluate later if changes are needed. Classes planned are as follows:

 Pre-K - Pastor will email potential teachers
 K-5 - to be taught by Crystal Canup (assistants needed)
 6-12 - to be taught by Kenneth Whisnant, Joshua Canup  
 and Heather Canup
 Adult Class - taught by George Barringer
 Adult Class - Pastor Ryman will teach for the fi rst 6 weeks 
 to model how this class can work with Sola material.





Scheduled Activities at a Glance 
 March 28 Palm Sunday - we will process into the church from the front lawn  
 March 28 Reception for Stephen Ministers in the fellowship hall a er worship
 March 28 Youth & Family Committee at 3:00pm
 April 1 Maundy  ursday Service at 6:00pm
 April 2 Good Friday Service at 6:00pm
 April 4 Easter Sunday-Sunrise Service 7:30am in the cemetery
  Traditional service 10:30am in the sanctuary
 April 5 Church offi  ce closed for Easter holiday
 April 7 Ellen Bumgarner Circle meets (see article pg5)
 April 9 All Youth Movie & Pizza night at 6:00pm
 April 11 Sunday School resumes (see article pg5)
 April 11 Lutheran Women quarterly meeting
 April 13 Executive Committee at 6:30pm
 April 18 All Youth Bible study at 3:30pm
 April 19 Council at 6:30pm
 April 26-30 Moving week for the Rymans
 May 1 Scholarship Applications are due 
 May 3-8 Pastor and Susan Ryman, Pastor’s Conference and vacation
 May 23 Pentecost Sunday - Confi rmation (4 Confi rmands from last year, and one  
  from this year’s class). Also, Congregational photo on the steps a er 
  worship and a potluck luncheon in the picnic shelter.

Midweek Bible Study & Prayer
 Join Susan and Pastor Mark for evening prayer on Wednesdays at 6:00pm and 
for morning prayer  ursdays at 10:00am. We meet in the fellowship hall and have a 
discussion of that day’s readings from the Daily Lectionary. We are in Year 1 of the daily 
Bible readings. You may jump in at any time.
 
Video Devotions
 Pastor Ryman records a daily devotional video called “Reading the Bible with 
Luther.” Each of these daily video devotions stands on its own and is about 5–6 minutes in 
length.  e devotions are on the church website (www.splcweb.org/resources/devotions) 
and on our Facebook page.



Scholarship Applications for 2021
 If you plan to go to college for the next school year, and you would like to apply for 
the scholarships that St. Paul’s off ers to our members, be sure to have your application(s) 
turned in to the church offi  ce before May 1, 2021. 
 Information about each scholarship is available, along with the application, on the 
website at splcweb.org/resources/scholarships, or you may pick one up from the church 
offi  ce or from the narthex.

 
Youth Events Coming in April and May
April 9th, at 6:00pm – Movie and pizza night in the fellowship hall.  is is an all-youth 
event. We will provide pizza at 6:00pm followed by the showing of episodes 5 and 6 of 
“ e Chosen.”
April 18th, 3:30–5:00pm – All-youth Bible Study
May 16th, at 6:00 pm – All-youth hot dog roast and games

Lutheran Women
  e Ellen Bumgarner Circle will meet in the ladies parlor at 9:30am on 
Wednesday, April 7, for their monthly meeting. 
  e Lutheran Women’s quarterly meeting will be in the fellowship hall on Sunday, 
April 11, at 5:00pm.  A representative from each circle is requested to be present at the 
meeting.

Worship Services
 With the current relaxation of public social distancing and the downturn in 
Covid-related cases, worship services and other activities are now mask-optional, except 
in the fellowship hall where it remains designated as Mask Only.  e service is available 
there on a large screen TV.
  e worship service is still available in the parking lot with live radio coverage on 
104.5 FM.
 You may also watch a live-stream video on our Facebook page or on our website 
at www.splcweb.org/worship/live-worship. You may also watch this Sunday and previous 
Sunday services on our website.
 If you do not have internet access, we have a phone-in option available. 
Dial 978-990-5099. Enter Code 419066 and #. Press # again for the most recent recording.



Income and Expenses for February 2021
Income: $31,295 Expenses: $39,555

Expense over Income for February: $8,260

Capital Building Fund  
As of February 28: $161,194

March income/expenses will be in the May Newsletter.

As previously announced, the 2021 Cruise’n has been canceled.  ank you to everyone 
who helps to make St. Paul’s Cruise ‘n Barbecue such a popular and successful event each 
year. Please mark your calendars for next year’s Cruise ‘n Barbecue on April 30th, 2022. 
 ank you again for the care and love shown in so many ways, that makes St. Paul’s the 
special congregation that it is.

 nd hen you fast , do not look gloomy lie the hypocites, 
fo they dis  ure thei faces that thei fast ing 

may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they hae receied thei rewad. 

But hen you fast , anoint you hea and ash you face, 
that you fast ing may not be seen by others 

but by you Fathe ho is in secret. 
And you Fathe ho sees in secret wi  rewad you. 

— Matthew 6:16-18 —



April Memorial Gi s...

A gi  was received for the General Fund in memory of Doris Lewis, from:
 Wayne and Johnsie Taylor

A gi  was received for the Helping Hands Fund in memory of Doris Lewis, from:
 Terry and Myra Jane Eller 

A gi  was received for the Capital Building Fund in memory of Henry Saine, from:
 Tim and Karen Deal

A gi  was received for the Cemetery Fund in memory of Jack Hendren, from:
 William Whitley

A gi  was received for the Helping Hands Fund in memory of Louise Leonard, from:
 Terry and Myra Jane Eller 

A gi  was received for the Helping Hands Fund in memory of Rex Holshouser, from:
 Terry and Myra Jane Eller 

Gi s in Honor of...

A gi  was received for the Helping Hands Fund in honor of Harold and Louise Eller, from:
 Dottie Stancil

Celebration of Holy Baptism, April 4th, 2021 
 e baptism of Cyrilla Jade Cottingham will take place during the Sunrise Service 

in the cemetery on Easter morning.  e baptismal bowl and pitcher set being used for her 
baptism is given to St. Paul’s in honor of Cyri, and in memory of Cyri’s sister, Carina, by 
their grandmother, Pamela Cottingham. 



David: Hero of God
Day Camp

e know that you and your children have tons of things to do over the summer: sports 
camps, family vacations, and jobs. But if you believe that growing in faith and devoting 

our lives to Jesus Christ is top priority, then please invest in Day Camp for your Kindergarten 
through Fi  h Grade kids, the week of July 18–23, 2021. 

• Our K–5 Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, Salem, St. Paul’s, and Union 
Lutheran churches. 

• Day Camp will meet at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 206 St. Paul’s Church Road, 
 Salisbury. 

• Pastors and other adults and youth from our churches will lead the experience. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 18th, at 4:00 . Campers and parents may meet 
 all of the pastors and other leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn about the upcoming  
 week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00  and concludes at 4:00 , Monday through  ursday.  

•  ursday evening at 6:00  there will be an ice cream social and a closing program for 
 family and friends. 

•  e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

• Your child will participate in interactive singing, creative cra  s, engaging Bible lessons, 
 games, and more fun than they can imagine.

•  e cost of Day Camp is $50. Scholarships are available. Speak with your pastor.

• Volunteers are needed ages high school and up. Talk to the pastor. 

 Kindergarten – Fi h Grades  July 18–23, 2021

 Games, cra s, skits,     St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

 Bible study, singing,    206 St. Paul’s Church Road

 and lots of fun!    Salisbury, NC 

— Friends welcome —



DAY CAMP 
for your Middle and High School youth is the week of 
July 25–30, 2021. 

• Our Middle School & High School Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, 
Salem, St. Paul’s, and Union Lutheran churches. 

 • Day Camp will meet at Union LutheranChurch, 4770 Bringle Ferry Road, Salisbury. 

 • Pastors and other adults from our churches will lead the experience. 

 • Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 25th, at 4:00 . Campers and parents may meet  
 all of the pastors and leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn about the upcoming week.

 • Day Camp begins at 9:00  and concludes at 4:00 , Monday through  ursday.  

 •  ursday evening at 6:00  there will be an ice cream social, a program for family and  
 friends, followed by an overnight camp. Breakfast will be provided in the morning.

 •  e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

 • Your child will participate in interactive singing, creative cra  s, engaging Bible study, 
 fun outings and games, and more fun than they can imagine.

 •  e cost of Day Camp is $50. Scholarships are available. Speak with your pastor.

 • Talk to your pastor about any other concerns.

 Middle & High School July 25–30, 2021

 Games, cra s, skits,           Union Lutheran Church

 Bible study, singing,   4770 Bringle Ferry Road

 and lots of fun!       Salisbury, NC 

— Friends welcome —
(Registration forms are available in the brochures in the narthex.)







St. Paul’s Lutheran Chuc
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

O U R  M I S S I O N
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ

Phone: 704-633-0922 ~ Fax: 704-636-1300
Email: splchurch@att.net

Website: www.splcweb.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

O F F I C E  H O U R S

Monday –  ursday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12 Noon

C H U R C H  S TA F F

Rev. Mark Ryman, Pastor
revryman@gmail.com 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
splchurch@att.net

Louise Eller, Treasurer
leller6@gmail.com

George Barringer, Council President
Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Coordinator 704-279-7984

A Note About Our Newsletter
Our St. Paul’s newsletter, the “Monthly Epistle,” is intended to keep everyone informed 
about happenings within the congregation that eff ect and contribute to our ministry  
together. In order to maximize reach and minimize cost, the preferred methods of 
distribution are by email, and posting on our St. Paul’s website (www.splcweb.org) where 
current editions are always available. All members are encouraged to use the newsletter 
as a resource to help you consider how God is calling you to be involved in the life of 
his church. If you are unable to access the newsletter online, or would just like to have a 
printed copy to refer to, the most cost-eff ective way to receive it is to pick up a copy from 
the church offi  ce or in the narthex where they are made available a er each publication. 
We mail copies to those members whom we know don’t have online access, are shut-in, or 
live out of town. If you require a copy to be mailed to you, and are not already receiving it, 
please contact the church offi  ce.


