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Prelude: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”        Barr

Welcome and Announcements

You are invited to Stand.

Hymn: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  328

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for refl ection and self-examination

Most merciful God,
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have le  undone. We 
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen



 e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

 e Kyrie



 e Hymn of Praise

 e Lord be with you.
And also with you.



Let us pray. Almighty God, you show those in error the light of your 
truth, that they may return into the way of righteousness. Grant to 
all that are admitted into fellowship with Christ, the power to avoid 
all things that are contrary to the faith, and to follow you according 
to the will of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Please be seated.

First Lesson: Acts 4:1-12 
1As {Peter and John} were speaking to the people, the priests and 
the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 
2greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3And they 
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it 
was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word 
believed, and the number of the men came to about fi ve thousand. 
5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered 
together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas 
and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 
family. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, 
“By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 en Peter, 
fi lled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and 
elders, 9if we are being examined today concerning a good deed 
done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, 
10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucifi ed, 
whom God raised from the dead — by him this man is standing 
before you well. 11 is Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, 
the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 12And there is 
salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.”

 



Psalm 23
1 e Lord | is my shepherd;
 I shall not | be in want.
2He makes me lie down | in green pastures
 and leads me be- | side still waters.
3He re- | vives my soul
 and guides me along right pathways | for his name’s sake.
4 ough I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
 I shall | fear no evil;
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff , 
 they | comfort me.
5You spread a table before me in the presence of those 
 who | trouble me;
 you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup 
 is | running over.
6Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the 
 days | of my life,
 and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever. 

Second Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24 
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has 
the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, 
let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 19By this we 
shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our heart before 
him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than 
our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not 
condemn us, we have confi dence before God; 22and whatever we ask 
we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do 
what pleases him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe 
in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he 
has commanded us. 24Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 
God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by 
the Spirit whom he has given us.



Please stand for the Gospel.

 e Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter.

Gospel: John 10:11-18
11{Jesus said,} “I am the good shepherd.  e good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and fl ees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13He fl ees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for 
the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and 
I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are 
not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 
voice. So there will be one fl ock, one shepherd. 17For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it 
up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take 
it up again.  is charge I have received from my Father.”
 e Gospel of the Lord.

Please be seated.

Sermon: “ e Divine Curve”

Hymn of the Day: “Come,  ou Almighty King”  522



 e Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucifi ed under Pontius Pilate;
he suff ered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped 

and glorifi ed.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen



 e Off ering

 e Off ertory: “ e King of Love My Shepherd Is”           Cherwein

 is is Dawn Merrell’s last Sunday with us as guest organist.
 ank you, Dawn, for your ministry to the Lord and to St. Paul’s.

Prayers of the Church

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people, according to their needs.

Following each of 4 prayers:
Lord in your mercy.   
Hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in your mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen



 e Lord’s Prayer
 Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Hymn: “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”  481
  
 e Benediction
 e Lord bless you and keep you.
 e Lord make his face shine on you, and be gracious to you.
 e Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Postlude: “ e Lord’s My Shepherd”            Culli 



  

“Who you gonna call?” goes the line from the movie “Ghostbusters” 
theme song.  at is silly stuff  but the question is nevertheless a 
serious one. We are able to successfully call upon no other name 
than Jesus’ when it comes to being saved from eternal damnation 
and death. Even when we walk through that death’s valley, we who 
believe in that Name, have no need to fear. Even when our heart 
condemns us—usually because the law is accusing us of sins—we 
have confi dence before God, and peace. Why? Because we keep the 
greatest commandment: that we believe in him who laid down his 
life for us. Who else would you call?



  e altar fl owers are given to the glory of God 
by Jane Webb and family, in memory of Jim Webb,

who passed away 20 years ago on April 28th.

 St. Paul’s off ers love and sympathy to the family of Ms. Esther P. 
Wilhelm (wife of the late Grady Wilhelm)who died April 16th.

Scholarship Applications
  e deadline for scholarship applications to be turned in is 
Saturday, May 1st. If you wish to apply for any of the scholarships 
for higher education, or for ministry, they are available in the 
narthex, and on the church website. 

Worship Services
With the current relaxation of public social distancing and 

the downturn in Covid-related cases, worship services and other 
activities are now mask-optional, except in the fellowship hall 
during worship, where it remains designated as Mask Only.  e 
service is available there on a large screen TV.
  e worship service is still available in the parking lot with 
live radio coverage on 104.5 FM. You may also watch a live-stream 
video on our Facebook page or on our website at www.splcweb.org/
worship/live-worship. You may also watch previous Sunday services 
on our website.

Sunday School Classes 
Sunday School classes have resumed, and there is a class for all 

age groups. Classes are subdivided as follows:

 Pre-K - Teachers needed
 K-5 - to be taught by Crystal Canup (assistants needed)
 6-12 - to be taught by Kenneth Whisnant, Joshua Canup,   
 and Heather Canup
 Adult Class - taught by George Barringer
 Adult Class - Pastor Ryman will teach for the fi rst 6 weeks   
 to model how this class can work with Sola material.

nnounceents ~ Apil 25, 2021



Youth Events Coming Up
 May 16th, 6:00pm: Hot dog roast and games for all youth
 June 13th, 3:30-5:00: Bible Study (all youth)
 June 27th, 3:00pm: All youth to Dan Nicholas Park

Video Devotions
Pastor Ryman records a daily devotional video called “Reading 

the Bible with Luther.” Each of these daily video devotions stands 
on its own and is about 5–6 minutes in length.  e devotions are on 
the church website (www.splcweb.org/resources/devotions) and on 
our Facebook page.

Midweek Bible Study & Prayer
Join Susan and Pastor Mark for evening prayer on Wednesdays 

at 6:00pm and for morning prayer  ursdays at 10:00am. We meet 
in the fellowship hall and have a discussion of that day’s readings 
from the Daily Lectionary. We are in Year 1 of the daily Bible 
readings. You may jump in at any time. Bible study and prayer will 
continue throughout the year.

We will not have class this week or the next week (April 28, 29 
& May 5, 6) due to the Rymans’ schedule for moving to Salisbury, 
and the pastors’ conference. Class will resume on May 12 and 13.

Ryman’s Moving Week and Vacation
 Pastor Ryman and Susan will be moving from Mebane to 
Salisbury this week.  e following week, they will be in Texas for 
a pastor’s conference and vacation (May 2 – May 8). Rev. Dr. Elisa 
Ashley will lead our worship on May 2 while the Rymans are away.

Women’s Circle Meetings
  e Hama Lingle Circle will resume their monthly meetings on 
the fi rst Monday of each month, beginning May 3rd.  e group will 
meet at 7:00pm in the Conference Room.
  e Ellen Bumgarner Circle is also resuming their monthly 
meetings.  eir next meeting is Wednesday, May 5,  at 9:30am in 
the ladies’ parlor.



Stewardship 
General Fund Off ering (4/18) ......................................................$5,050
Other Off ering (4/18) ...................................................................$4,212
Worship Attendance 4/18 ..................................................................144
General Fund YTD Receipts as of 4/18 ................................. $123,986
General Fund YTD Budget as of 4/18 ................................... $126,551

A reminder for everyone: When leaving the church, please be 
sure you have turned lights out in bathrooms, hallways, etc. Also, 
please be sure doors are locked when you leave.  ank you.

New Organist
 We are happy to announce that Connie Burleson has been 
approved by Council as the new organist at St. Paul’s. Connie’s fi rst 
Sunday with us is May 2nd. 

Biscuits and Beverages
 On Sunday, May 2nd, there will be biscuits and beverages in the 
fellowship hall beginning at 8:30am. You are invited to come and 
enjoy a bite to eat before Sunday School begins at 9:30.

Blood Drive – Monday, May 10
  e second blood drive of 2021 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
will be held on Monday, May 10th, from 12:30pm – 6:30pm, in the 
Fellowship Hall. Entrance will be through the double doors. Masks 
will be required. All registration, history, etc., will be done in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 Anyone who has donated in the past will be sent an 
appointment time beginning April 27th. If you have not donated 
at our church, and would like an appointment, please contact Alice 
Davis at pherford1@yahoo.com or 704-855-4930.  e church is 
always in need of new donors to replace those who can no longer 
donate because of health or medication issues. Please consider 
donating a unit of blood that may be the “gi  of life” for up to three 
people.



Members of St. Paul’s for Special Prayers: 
Grady Earnhardt - Health concerns
Sonya Eller - Recovering from surgery
Terry Eller - Recovering, hip surgery
Bishop Goodman - Aplastic anemia (home)
Peyton Holland - Blood disorder
Emerson Holder - Health concerns
Mike Morris - Health concerns
Teresa Peeler - Health concerns
Madeline Pepper - Recovering from surgery
Dottie Stancil - Health concerns 

Homebound and Long-Term Care:
Trinity Oaks: Riley Burton, Barbara Whisnant
Citadel: Mary Sherrill
Accordius Health: Carolyn Ru y
Autumn Care: Walter Smith, Bill Reissner
 e Landings of Cabarrus: Martha Hopkins
Home: Judy Bernhardt, Iverson and Gayle Brendle, John and Louise 
Cornelison, Barbara Deese, Ruby Heilig, Chuck and Linda Hess, 
Shirley Hoosier, Helen Howe, Susan Lyerly, Carrie Reavis, 
Delcie Smith, Dottie Stancil, Jane Troutman, Barbara Upright, 
Polly Webb

Friends of St. Paul’s: 
Catie Critchfi eld - Great-granddaughter of Ed and Betty Niedens, 
health concerns
Elizabeth Tancordo - Niece of Bill and Linda Behrendt, 
health concerns
Kelly Kruchkow - Tiff any Holland’s mother, recovering,broken arm 
Sean Huele - Offi  cer, friend of Mike Canup, shot in the line 
of duty
Leslie Ryman - Sister of Pastor Ryman, cancer

Please let us know if any corrections to this list of concerns are needed. 
In an eff ort to keep the list current, we will try to update/remove prayer requests 

on a monthly basis, with the exception of known, prolonged issues. 



Heroes of God
K-5 Day Camp

e know that you and your children have tons of things to do over 
the summer: sports camps, family vacations, and jobs. But if you 

believe that growing in faith and devoting our lives to Jesus Christ is top 
priority, then please invest in Day Camp for your Kindergarten through 
Fi  h Grade kids, the week of July 18–23, 2021. 

• Our K–5 Day Camp is sponsored by Christiana, Organ, Salem, 
St. Paul’s, and Union Lutheran churches. 

• Day Camp will meet at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. 

• College students will lead the experience, with pastors assisting. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 18th, at 4:00 . Campers and 
parents may meet all of the leaders, enjoy a meal together, and learn 
about the upcoming week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00  and concludes at 4:00 , Monday 
through  ursday.  

•  ursday evening at 6:00  there will be an ice cream social and a 
closing program for family and friends. 

•  e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

• Your child will participate in interactive singing, creative cra  s, 
engaging Bible lessons, games, and more fun than they can imagine.

•  e cost of Day Camp is $100. Speak with Pastor about scholarships.

• Volunteers are needed ages high school and up. Talk to Pastor. 

Kindergarten – Fi h Grades  •  July 18–23, 2021

Games, cra s, skits, Bible stories, singing, and lots of fun!

— Friends welcome —



David: Hero of God
Youth Day Camp

• Our Middle School & High School Day Camp is sponsored by 
Christiana, Organ, Salem, St. Paul’s, and Union Lutheran churches. 

• Day Camp will meet at Union Lutheran Church, 4770 Bringle Ferry 
Road, Salisbury. 

• Pastors and other adults from our churches will lead the experience. 

• Day Camp orientation is Sunday, July 25th, at 4:00 . Campers and 
parents may meet all of the pastors and leaders, enjoy a meal together, 
and learn about the upcoming week.

• Day Camp begins at 9:00  and concludes at 4:00 , Monday 
through  ursday.  

•  ursday evening at 6:00  there will be an ice cream social, a 
program for family and friends, followed by an overnight camp. 
Breakfast will be provided in the morning.

•  e week concludes on Friday at Noon.  

• Your youth will participate in interactive singing, creative cra  s, 
engaging Bible study, fun outings and games, and lots of fun.

•  e cost of Day Camp is only $50. Speak with Pastor about 
scholarships.

• Volunteers are needed even though the event is being held at Union. 

Middle & High School  •  July 25–30, 2021

Games, cra s, skits, Bible studies, singing, and lots of fun!

— Friends welcome —
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Chuc
Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ (LCMC)

O U R  M I S S I O N
A family of faith sharing the gospel and love of Christ

Phone: 704-633-0922 ~ Fax: 704-636-1300
Email: splchurch@att.net

Website: www.splcweb.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/StPaulsLCMC

O F F I C E  H O U R S

Monday –  ursday 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Friday 8:30 a.m. – 12 Noon

C H U R C H  S TA F F

Rev. Mark Ryman, Pastor
revryman@gmail.com 

Pamela Cottingham, Secretary
splchurch@att.net

Louise Eller, Treasurer
leller6@gmail.com

George Barringer, Council President
Nicole Amos, Girl Scouts Coordinator 704-279-7984


